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PREFACE 


This glorious History might never have been written had it not been 
for the financial contributions made by the officers and enlisted men of 
the 32d Infantry Division in World War II. 

In a letter from Headquarters, 32d Infantry Division, Office of the 
Commanding General, A.P.O. 32, Fukuoka, Japan, dated February 16, 1946, 
a request was made to the Infantry Journal, Washington, D. C., to write 
the history of its 654 days in action in the Pacihc Theater of Operations 
against the Japanese Imperial Forces. A check of hve thousand dollars was 
enclosed to cover necessary writing expenses. 

The manuscript was completed but additional funds became necessary 
for maps, photostats and action pictures of all types. Your historian was 
able to complete this work from hnancial contributions received from the 
32d Division-Red Arrow Club of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

The State of Wisconsin, in 1955, provided for an appropriation suffi- 
cient to publish the History of the 32d Infantry Division in World War II. 
Bill 347-S was introduced by Senator William A. Draheim, a lieutenant 
Colonel with the Division “Down Under” in World War II; Senator Wil- 
liam F. Trinke, who served with the 32d Division in France in World War 
I, and Senator J. Earl Leverich of the 31st District. It was through their 
efforts that its publishing was made possible. 

Edward T. Lauer, Historian, 

32d Division Veteran Association. 
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THE BAR-RED-ARROW 


In November, 1918 when instructions were received that each division 
in the A. E. F. should choose a distinguishing mark, it was thought that 
the Red Circle no longer typified the character of the 32d DIVISION. It 
had shown by the part taken in the actions in the Chateau-Thierry Sector, 
on the Juvigny — Soisson Front, as well as in its fighting in the Argonne 
Forest and on the Meuse that the soldiers of the 32d DIVISION did not 
run in circles, but shot through all obstacles. 

The troops of the 32d Division on many occasions formed a flying 
wedge launched against the German lines, and this fact led to the selection 
of the arrow as its symbol. The Commanding General of the Division, 
Major General William G. Haan, when asked why he had chosen the Barred- 
Arrow as the distinguishing mark of the Division, said, “I chose the Barred- 
Arrow as the Division symbol because we pierced every line the Boche put 
before us.” 
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FOREWORD 


The primary purpose of this book is to record the History of the par- 
ticipation of the 32d Infantry Division in World War II for the benefit of 
its veterans, their relatives and friends, and their successors in the ranks of 
the Division. 

When Col. Joseph I. Greene of the Combat Forces Press, asked me to 
undertake the preparation of this book, he emphasized two p>oints: First, I 
would be expected to tell the story according to the available evidence, 
without bias, and, where opinion was called for, to make an impartial, 
critical analysis. Second, because of various frustrations in earlier attempts 
to produce a Division history, time of completion was an important factor. 

Those who believe that ignorance of a subject is a necessary element 
in an objective approach to a subject might well regard me as particularly 
qualified to write this story. I have never been associated with the 32d Divi- 
sion and my combat experience in World War II was all in Europe, far 
from the Red Arrow’s battlefields in the Western Pacific. 

My viewpoint is inevitably that of the professional soldier and the 
book has been written with appraisal rather than praise the dominant 
factor. 

In his introduction to Men at War, Ernest Hemingway said, “A 
writer’s job is to tell the truth.” I have tried to do exactly that and it is a 
tribute to the wartime wearers, living and dead, of the Red Arrow that the 
reader, like this writer, will often find that the simple facts of some of the 
acts of courage, devotion, and endurance told in these pages make the ad- 
dition of words of praise superfluous. 

It would have been difficult to produce this history within any reason- 
able time limit without the wholehearted cooperation of Major General 
Orlando Ward, formerly Chief of Military History, Department of the 
Army and particularly of the late Colonel Breckinridge A. Day, Chief of 
the Editorial and Publication Division of his office. 

Although original records have often been consulted, much of the 
details of the combat operations described in this book are based on the 
manuscripts or proofs of the following volumes in preparation in the Office 
of Military History: 
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Victory in Papua, by Dr. Samuel Milner; 

Cartwheel: The Reduction of Rabaul, by Dr. John Miller, Jr; 

The Approach to the Philippines, by Robert Ross Smith; 

Leyte: The Return to the Philippines, by Dr. M. Hamlin Cannon. 

Another volume in this series which will be of interest to 32d Divi- 
sion veterans is Luzon and the Southern Philippines, by Robert Ross Smith 
and M. Hamlin Cannon. Although both of these authors were personally 
very helpful, their manuscript was not sufficiently far along to be used in 
connection with the preparation of this book. 

It should be emphasized that quotations have in some cases been 
made from manuscripts which have not yet had either the author’s final 
corrections or editorial review. 

When these official volumes are published, they are recommended to 
all those who wish a more detailed technical military account of the vari- 
ous campaigns than is possible within the space limits of this book. Specif- 
ically, the subjects which are more thoroughly covered in the official Army 
volumes are: the general strategic situations; the plans and operations of 
the enemy; terrain studies; participation of Allied naval and air forces, 
and of Army units adjacent to or supporting the 32d Division; and the 
characteristics, failures and successes of various types of weapons, ammu- 
nition, and equipment. 

Men, not weapons, are still the basic element in victory. A division 
is made up of men — individuals whose experiences in every case make a 
story. The problem of occasionally including individual experiences in 
small actions without interrupting the over-all history of the Division has 
been a difficult one. More accounts of individual bravery, stamina, in- 
genuity, and leadership have been left out than could be included. 

The comment of a former company officer who read the manuscript 
of this history indicates strikingly the bitterness still felt by some of the 
participants in the early combat experiences of the Division. In a pencilled 
note, here condensed, he said: “In so far as my experience and partici- 
pation was concerned, few of these numerously-cited fand surviving) gen- 
erals and field officers contributed comparatively (or substantially) to the 
victory. They wouldn’t have had their glorious opportunities if the few 
unknown company officers had not done the magnificent job they did 
holding together a pitifully inadequate force, a task, the difficulty of which 
was compounded by staff failure of these same commanders. Men like 
H. M. Smith and Nummer furnished the guts plus ability that prevented 
a real debacle. Theirs was not a momentary exposure to danger occasionally 
or even frequently — they lived it day and night. What remains untold is 
the daily hell endured by the men who did not get the DSC’s, particularly 
during the hard-to-find-out-aboul earlier days.” 

A book which is based on wartime press dispatches to The Detroit 
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News is Red Arrow Men: Stories about the 32d Division on the Villa 
Verde, by John M. Carlisle. Mr. Carlisle, who was with the Division dur- 
ing the most critical days of the Villa Verde Trail operation and was 
awarded the Bronze Star for his services during that period, tells many hu- 
man interest stories about Michigan soldiers in the 32d. The author, 
incidentally, thought very highly of Major General William H. Gill, one 
of the Division’s commanders — “a very human guy with a vast understand- 
ing of people, their dreams, their ambitions,their illusions.” 

The World War I experiences of the Division have been told in a 
book published in 1920 under the title. The 32d Division in the World War. 

I was impressed, as any soldier would be, by the repeated evidence of 
pride, of tradition and association in the various regiments and battalions 
which constitute the 32d Infantry Division. Major General Jim Dan Hill, 
the present Division commander, has had long association with the Divi- 
sion. A letter from the commanding officer of the 127th Infantry offering 
assistance bore the signature of Colonel Herbert A. Smith, who serv’ed with 
the Division, most of the time as a battalion commander, during almost 
the entire period covered by this book. 

Regimental esprit, badly damaged in the Regular Army by inactiva- 
tion of old units, rotation of individuals on foreign service and many other 
factors, should be a powerful element in maintaining the efficiency and 
prestige of National Guard units. There is much evidence that this is the 
case in the 32d Division. The late Marshal Ferdinand Foch once said that 
“the most powerful weapon on earth is the human soul on fire.” The young 
soldier who has pride in his unit and in its history will have that touch of 
fire when he needs it. 

I am greatly indebted to many individuals for help of various kinds: 
Among those who were particularly helpful are Major General Edwin 
Forrest Harding, Major General William H. Gill, General Robert L. Eich- 
elberger. Major General Clovis E. Byers, Colonel Herbert A. Smith, Colonel 
Philip C. .Pack, Colonel Oliver O. Dixon, Mr. Robert J. Doyle, Major 
Joseph E. Ash, Colonel Clarence C. Schnipke, Mr. Robert H. Odell, and 
Colonel Arthur Symons and Mr. N. J. Anthony of Combat Forces Press. 

Both the author and all former wearers of the Red Arrow are in- 
debted to Mr. Edward T. Lauer, Historian of the 32d Division Veteran 
Association, for his untiring efforts to furnish all possible help and to make 
this book possible. 

H. W. BLAKELEY 
Major General, U.S.A. Retired 
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CHAPTER ONE 


THE DIVISION'S ROOTS 


Background, history, and tradition influence the achievements of a mili- 
tary organization. When called on to meet the supreme tests of combat in 
World War II, the 32d Division had its long association with the States of 
Michigan and Wisconsin to give its members the realization that they had 
families and friends at home who had known their companies, battalions 
and regiments for many years and expected much of them. And the Divi- 
sion also had a proud World War I record to live up to. 

That the record of the 32d in World War 1 was in fact a proud one 
can be established on the highest possible authority. General of the armies 
John J. Pershing Commander in Chief of the American Expeditionary 
Forces, was not given to careless praise of his troops, and there was consid- 
erable postwar controversy in which he was accused of prejudice against 
National Guard units. He has left a record of his opinion of the 32d Divi- 
sion in his book. My Experiences in the World War. 

Before quoting General Pershing, some mention should be made of the 
Division’s history. It was created in 1917 from Michigan and Wisconsin 
National Guard regiments, some of which had long histories going back to 
“volunteer militia” days. From soon after its inception until it was con- 
verted into a three-Infantry-regiment, “triangular” Division during World 
War II, the Division was built around four infantry regiments; the 125th 
and 126th from Michigan, and the 127th and 128th from Wisconsin. This 
so-called “square” division organization included three artillery regiments; 
the 119th from Michigan, and the 120th and 121st from Wisconsin. These 
regiments and other units of the Division earned four battle streamers for 
service in World War I. They were for rhe Alsace, Aisne-Marne, Oise- 
Aisne, and Meuse-Argonne engagements. The French Government award- 
ed each of the infantry regiments the Croix de Guerre with Palm. 

The Division acquired two signifleant nicknames in France; “Les Ter- 
ribles” and “the Iron Jaws.” The Division’s shoulder insignia, a red arrow 
going through a line, signified that the Division had pierced eveiy enemy 
line it had faced. Its principal wartime commander was Major General 
William G. Haan. 
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The Division arrived in France in February of 1918. On 22 June, after 
inspecting the Division, General Pershing noted in his diary: The 32d Divi- 
sion is promising. 

Late in August the French Tenth Army attacked to force the Germans 
to retire from the Vesle and Aisne Rivers. Pershing’s diary entry for 2 Sep- 
tember begins: “Our 32d Division has done splendid work in attack as part 
of the French Tenth Army.” 

The Meuse — Argonne Offensive opened in October, and Pershing 
notes in his book: “By dint of the superior determination of our troops, 
the enemy’s lines were broken at a vital point by the V Corps. Unstinted 
praise must be given the 32d Division.” Later he records: “Although the 
terrain was difficult and the resistance most determined, the 32d Division 
(Haan) of the V Corps had reached the middle of the Bois de Bantheville.” 
As would be true again in World War II the 32d was actively engaged 
right up to the end of the war on 11 November 1918. Pershing recorded its 
activities: “The 32d Division re-entered the line on the 9th as the right 
Division of the III Corps and made substantial progress. On the 10th the 
division moved forward until stopped by heavy fire ...” “On the morning 
of the 11th,... the 5th and 32d Divisions were preparing to attack.” 

It is interesting to compare some 32d Division statistics for World War 
I with those of World War II. The official American Armies and Battle- 
fields in Europe, prepared by the American Battle Monuments Commission, 
gives the approximate number of miles advanced in Europe by the 32d as 
twenty-two. The corresponding figure for World War II would be hard to 
arrive at; the over-all, as-the-crow-flies distance advanced against the 
enemy in World War II was about 2,800 miles — roughly equal to a trip from 
Florida to the State of Washington. Admittedly most of this distance was 
covered by air or sea, not against the steady enemy resistance which charac- 
terized the 1918 advance. The number of days in direct contact with the 
enemy is also subject to some qualifications. The World War I figures of 
operations in a training sector, in defensive actions and in attack, add up 
to just one hundred days. The World War II figures, according to the 
data compiled by Captain William R. Fleischer, a Division veteran and 
historian, total 654 days of combat. 

Considered against these figures, the casualty totals are somewhat sur- 
prising and might well be the basis for some acrimonious discussion be- 
tween Red Arrow Veterans of World War I and World War II. The 1918 
battle casualties were about 13,500; the 1942-45 total was slightly over 
14,000 Included in these figures are roughly 3.000 killed in action or 
died of wounds in each war. 

At the end of World War I the 32d Division was demobilized on 23 
May 1919, but reconstituted in 1924. In the period between the wars, it 
retained essentially its wartime organization, bvit an important change in 
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the status of all National Guard units took place in 1933. Under earlier 
acts of Congress, the National Guard had become a component of the 
Army only when the President called it into active military service of the 
United States under the Constitution, to “execute the laws, suppress insur- 
rections, and repel invasions.” Now, under the new act, its officers were 
given commissions in the National Guard of the United States — a com- 
ponent of the Army in peace as well as in war. They could be ordered 
into active Federal service by the President but only after Congress had 
declared an emergency to exist. 

When not in Federal service, the 32d, like all Guard units, followed 
the familiar pattern of training for the citizen-soldier — armory drills, 
schools, and summer field training. The National Guard was the most 
important of the various elements of the nonprofessional military forces of 
the Nation. 
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CHAPTER TWO 


TRAINING-STATESIDE AND AUSTRALIA 


The outbreak of war in Europe in the fall of 1939 intensified training 
in all components of the Army of the United States, but it was not until 
1940 that National Guard units were ordered into active Federal service. 
By August of that year, when Congress passed and the President approved 
the legislation necessary to achieve this, the world situation was grave. 

The German Army of some three hundred divisions had over-run 
Poland, Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium and most of France. Italy, 
with some seventy divisions, had come in on the German side of the war. 
The Japanese Army, of nearly 120 divisions, was busy on the Asiatic 
mainland and the outlying Pacific Islands. 

Against these figures, the calling to active service of America’s 18 
understrength and incompletely equipped National Guard divisions seemed 
a rather minor move, but it was the beginning of the great army which 
was to play a major role in the destruction of the armed forces of the Axis 
Powers. 

The 32d Division was among the first to be called up. Like all of the 
Guard Divisions, the 32d had to go through a difficult period of personnel 
changes incident to the separation of officers and men who could not meet 
the physical requirements, were over age, or had dejjendents who created 
“hardship cases.” Recruits, initially volunteers and later Selective Service 
men, had to be absorbed. Routine administration and training had to be 
continued while many key men were away at Army schools. 

In all components of the Army of the United States there was not yet - 
a realization of how close the country actually was to war. An official 
Army commentary on conditions at this time sums up the situation this 
way: “It was largely an army of amateurs in which many officers were 
occupied chiefly in learning how to be officers, and the men were being 
trained with scant equipment, and without realization, on their part, of the 
dead seriousness of the task ahead. The vast majority had not completely 
buckled down to business; they did not conceive themselves as future 
fighters. Their eyes were still on an early return to civil life rather than on 
the conflict steadily enveloping greater and greater portions of the globe.” 
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All this was very natural. It would take Pearl Harbor to change things. 
In the interval of over a year between mobilization and that “day of in- 
famy,’’ the 32d, like other units of our armed forces, was to train with 
these intangible handicaps added to the practical difficulties of a major 
expansion. 

The Division, under its peacetime commander. Major General Irv’ing 
J. Fish, went first to Camp Beauregard, Louisiana, and then, in February 
of 1941, to Camp Livingston, Louisiana. Colonel Jim Dan Hill, then 
commanding officer of the 120th Field Artillery Regiment and in postwar 
years a major general and commander of the 32d Infantry Division, 
pointed out in an article in the Wisconsin National Guard Review that 
it seemed “just and proper’’ that five regiments of Wisconsin troops should 
train and maneuver in the Red River country of Louisiana “on ground 
hallowed by the footsteps of their fathers.” In the spring of 1864, as 
Colonel Hill told in his story, the 8th, 14th, 23rd, 29th and 33rd Wis- 
consin regiments of infantry served with distinction in the same general 
area. 

The 32d Division’s composition as it began its field training was basic- 
ally the same as it had been during World War I. It still had four 
infantry regiments: the 125th and the 126th in the 63rd Brigade, and the 
127th and 128th in the 64th Brigade. The 57th Field Artillery Brigade was 
changed slightly with the 120th, the 121st and the 126th Field Regiments 
as its principal components. Changes in medical, engineer, signal, quarter- 
master, ordnance and other units had also taken place over the years, but 
to Red Arrow veterans of World War I, the 32d was essentially the same 
division capable of again becoming “Les Terribles” if necessary. 

The 63rd Infantry Brigade was commanded by Brigadier General 
Thomas Colladay and the 64th by Brigadier General Paul B. Clemens. 

The commander of the 57th Field Artillery Brigade was Brigadier 
General William S. Wood. Until shortly before the Division was called 
into Federal service, this brigade had included the 119th Field Artillery 
Regiment (75mm, truck drawn) of the Michigan National Guard. This 
regiment was transferred out of the Division, and became a 155mm gun 
regiment. Its place in the 32nd was taken by the 126th Field Artillery 
Regiment, a Wisconsin organization recently converted from a cavalry 
regiment. These changes gave Wisconsin the entire artillery brigade, and 
Colonel Alvin A. Kuechenmeister was moved up to the post of brigade 
commander but failed to qualify physically. Colonel Wood, a graduate of 
the cla.ss of 1920 of the U. S. Military' Academy who served in the 121st 
Field Artillery and was currently commanding the 126th Field Artillery, 
succeeded to the command. 
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Other major unit commanders were : 


125th Infantry 
126th Infantry 
127th Infantry 
128th Infantry 
120th Field Artillery 
121st Field Artillery 
126th Field Artillery 


Col. Matthias A. Wiesenhoefer 
Col. William Haze 
Col. Forrest H. Himes^ 

Col. William A. Holden 
Col. Jim Dan Hill^ 

Col. Waldemar F. Breidster^ 
Col. Frederick C. T. John 


The 32d Division, like all other National Guard troops called into 
Federal serv'ice, consisted almost entirely of men who could not be required 
to serve anywhere outside of the Western Hemisphere, or for more than 
twelve months anywhere else. This condition continued until a bill for 
extension of service and for removal of various restrictions was passed in 
August of 1941. The vote in the House of Representatives on 12 August, 
less than four months before the attack on Pearl Harbor, was: yeas 203, 
nays 202, not voting 27. 

Before this change in status was effective, the Division had, in June, 
been to a series of maneuvers marked by two circumstances which fore- 
shadowed future events. The commander of Third Army, to which the 32d 
was assigned, was Lt. Gen. Walter Krueger, who was later to have the 32d 
under his command in combat in the southwest Pacific; the division which 
the 32d opposed in some phases of a two-sided maneuver was the 37th 
Division which was to fight alongside of the 32d in the mountains of Luzon 
nearly four years later. General Krueger’s chief of staff, incidentally, was 
one Col. Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

In July, the official title of the Division was changed from the 32d 
Division to the 32d Infantry Division. 

In August and September the 32d Division participated in another 
series of field exercises which culminated in the greatest peacetime ma- 
neuver in the history' of the United States Army. Over 270,000 men of 
the Third Army were pitted against Lt. Gen. Ben Lear’s Second Army of 
about 130,000 men. Rain, mud and heat made their usual contributions to 
realism. For smaller units— infantry and engineer companies, cavalry troops 
and artillery batteries — there were inevitably long, boring periods of wait- 
ing, but as General Eisenhower was to point out after the test of war had 
been met by these same troops, “the beneficial results of that great ma- 


(Succeeded on 20 October by Lt. Col. J. Tracy Hale, Jr., who was shortly 
promoted to colonel) 

2 (Two of these artillery regiment commanders were destined to higher posi- 
tions in the 32d after World War II: Major General Jim Dan Hill, Division Com- 
mander; and Brigadier General Waldemar F. Breidster, Division Artillery commander.) 
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mental combat team to be thrown into the coming Carolina maneuvers 
as a surprise force. As all units were somewhat understrength and short of 
equipment, it was necessary to fill up the units selected by transfers from 
other units. The task was completed promptly and within a week of receipt 
of the order the task force was on its way to the Carolinas. The combat 
team was commanded by Col. William A. Holden and consisted of the 128th 
Infantry, a battalion of field artillery, and engineer, medical, and signal 
troops. The experience and hardening acquired in the Louisiana maneuvers 
paid off in the Carolinas. One Division veteran says that when the troops 
returned to Camp Livingston, they “came back with rosy stories of the 
simplicity and ease of the North Carolina affair.” 

To all other administrative and training problems the burdens of a 
major change in organization were added. Early in 1942, the 32d Infantry 
Division was converted into a “triangular” division built around three 
infantry regiments instead of four. In the process, the 125th Infantry Regi- 
ment was lost to the Division, and the artillery regiments converted into 
four separate battalions. Also lost to the Division was the 32d Tank Com- 
pany which, as Company A, 192nd Tank Battalion, later participated in 
the bitter Bataan campaign in the Philippines, 

The composition of the Division after these changes were completed 
was essentially (except for the engineer and quartermaster battalions and 
the ordnance company) its organization for the whole of World War II. 
In addition to Division Headquarters and Headquarters and Military 
Police Company, its units included the 126th, 127th and 128th Infantry 
Regiments; Division Artillery Headquarters and Headquarters Battery; 
the 120th, 121st, 126th and 129th Field Artillery Battalions; the 107th 
Engineer Battalion (Combat); the 107th Medical Battalion; the 107th 
Quartermaster Battalion; the 32d Signal Company; and the 32d Cavalry 
Reconnaissance Troop. 

The first commanders of the newly designated battalions were: 


120th Field Artillery Battalion 
121st Field Artillery Battalion 
126th Field Artillery Battalion 
129th Field Artillery Battalion 
107th Engineer Battalion 
107th Medical Battalion 
107th Quartermaster Battalion 


Lt. Col. Harold A. Morgan 
Lt. Col. Melvin L. McCreary 
Lt. Col. Ross J. Quatsoe 
Lt. Col. Kenneth J. Hough 
Col. Ralph A, Loveland 
Lt. Col. Carl Hanna 
Major Donald M. Farris 


The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 7 December 1941, had shifted 
quickly and decisively the viewpoint of the citizen-soldier. The natural 
and often-heard question, “when can I go home?” was now replaced by 
the less-often expressed but deeply felt realization that every man had his 
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part to play in the war. Division and unit training took on an increased 
tempo with longer hours of work and less meticulous safety precautions 
in the combat problems. 

In January of 1942, General Fish, the veteran Division commander, 
was transferred to other duties when he became over-age for combat com- 
mand. General Fish had been associated with the 32d Division for many 
years. After service as an infantry major with units of the Wisconsin 
National Guard on the Mexican border in 1916, he was promoted to lieut- 
enant colonel and assigned as executive officer of the 1st Wisconsin Caval- 
ry. He remained with that regiment when, in 1917, it became the 120th 
Field Artillery of the 32d Division. After World War I, he continued to 
be active in military affairs in Wisconsin. He became commanding general 
of the 57th Field Artillery Brigade of the 32d Division in 1927, and was 
promoted to command of the Division in 1938. 

An officer who served with the Division during its training period in 
1940 and 1941 says, “The stem, but eminently fair, discipline and drive of 
General Fish had brought the Division a long way in fourteen months of 
training in Louisiana.” 

General Eisenhower in his book, Crusade in Europe, sums up what 
happened not only to General Fish but many other officers of the 32d 
Division: “Many Guard and Reserve officers had grown old in the prewar 
struggle to maintain a citizen security force, and now that their efforts of 
the twenties and thirties were bearing fruit, they themselves were physically 
unable to meet the demands of field duty in combat echelons.” 

On 9 February 1942, Major General Edwin Forrest Harding took 
command of the Division. General Harding, then fifty-five years old, was 
a graduate of the U. S. Military Academy (class of 1909), of the Infantry 
School, the Command and General Staff School and the Army War 
College. During 1939 and 1940, he commanded the 27th Infantry (The 
Wolfhounds). He had recently been assistant division commander of the 
9th Infantry Division. His service had included tours of duty in China, 
the Philippines, and Hawaii. 

Brigadier General Albert W. Waldron also joined the Division during 
February and took over the new position of commanding general, 32d 
Division Artillery. General Waldron, born in New York State in 1892, was 
a graduate of the U. S. Military Academy, The Field Artillery School, 
The Command and General Staff School, and the Army War College. 
Rumor had it that the Division would go to England, and the move 
to Fort Devens, Massachusetts, soon after General Harding assumed com- 
mand, seemed to confirm that rumor. Actually, it was being prepared for 
early shipment to Northern Ireland. But .soon after the Division’s arrival 
at Devens came an abrupt change of plans. 
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The background of the change was, of course, little known to the 
men of the Division at that time. In January 1942, the Combined Chiefs 
of Staff had held their first meeting in Washington. This staff committee, 
representing the high commands of the United States and Great Britain, 
was assuming the greater part of the burden of strategic control of the 
Allied war effort. In March, it was agreed that the United States would 
take on the main responsibility for conducting military operations in the 
entire Pacific area, and would exercise this responsibility through the U. S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. General Douglas MacArthur was to command in the 
Southwest Pacific Area. 

Although the Combined Chiefs had given the defeat of Germany stra- 
tegic priority, nevertheless it was imperative to halt the Japanese advances 
in the southwest Pacific and put the Japanese on the defensive. 

These decisions not only affected the future of the 32d Division, but 
also resulted in a quick change in the plans for the future employment 
of a major general commanding a corps at Fort Jackson, South Carolina. 
His name was Robert L. Eichelberger, and the 32d was to see much of 
him before the war was over. He had been a classmate of General Harding’s 
at West Point, and was fifty-six years old. During World War I, when 
scheduled to go to France, he had ended up as assistant chief of staff of 
our American Expeditionary Force in Siberia. In World War II, he had 
been given the assignment to command a corps that was to land in North 
Africa. Then, suddenly, he and his I Corps staff were ordered to Australia. 
The 32d and 41st Infantry Divisions were to be the main units in his 
corps. 

The 107th Engineer Battalion was already on the way to Europe. 
The 114th Engineer Combat Battalion from New England was put in 
its place in the 32d Division. Soon troop trains were rolling from Massa- 
chusetts to California, and the Division, after picking up some 3,000 filler 
replacements many of whom had barely finished their basic training, went 
aboard transports at San Francisco and on 22 April 1942, sailed through 
the Golden Gate bound for Australia. 

The effect of these sudden changes in the plans for the emplo>'ment 
of the Division should be understood not only in terms of the magnitude 
of the burden placed at the time on General Harding, his staff, and sub- 
ordinate commanders, but also in the resultant difficulties in creating, in 
the short time that remained before the Division was committed to com- 
bat, the disciplined, thoroughly trained and hardened team necessary to 
the achievement of victory over the experienced and ruthless troops of 
the enemy. 

An Army Ground Forces staff officer, as quoted in the official Army 
volume, The Procurement and Trainins^ of Ground Combat Troops, sum- 
marized some of the Division’s difficulties: 
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Late in December 1941, the 32d Infantry Division was ear- 
marked for Force Magnet (the United States forces in northern 
Ireland), The Division was placed in a priority for distribution 
of controlled items of equipment and for assignment of personnel 
to meet a planned schedule of movement to overseas destination. 
Shipping facilities retarded the contemplated date of sailing. It 
was now estimated that this division would sail not earlier than 
July 1942, At 8:45 A,M,, 25 March 1942 telephone information 
was received from the Operations Division, War Department 
General Staff to the effect that the 32d Division would sail 
from a San Francisco Port of Embarkation not later than April 
15, At this time the Division was short 4788 enlisted men. In 
addition its Engineer Regiment had been shipped to North Ire- 
land, It was now necessary to complete the preparation of this 
unit and place it at the Port of Embarkation in San Francisco 
all the way across the country from Fort Devens, Mass, In 
THREE WEEKS time, whereas existing schedule of priority 
provided for completion of its preparation in time to sail in 
three months. In order to prepare the division within the lim- 
ited time available, it was necessary to ship fillers and equipment 
direct to the Port of Embarkation, 

Of the many near-miracles of accomplishment in this three- 
week period, none seems so completely impossible as the official 
record of the 114th Engineers, the new engineer battalion assigned 
to the Division, It was constituted 27 March 1942, made active 
4 April at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, and sailed from San 
Francisco with the Division on 22 April, The explanation lies 
in the fact that the 114th Engineer Battalion was not a new or- 
ganization, but a functioning battalion which was given a new 
designation. 

Many factors contributed to this deplorable situation in 
which an unready division was of necessity shipped overseas to a 
theatre of operations. But basically there were two: The United 
States was unprepared for a war against two great military na- 
tions; the Japanese had the initiative in the Southwest Pacific, 

On 14 May 1942 the 32d Division arrived in Port Adelaide, 
South Australia, The Division was initially stationed at Camp 
Woodside and Camp Sandy Creek, both near Adelaide. In July 
it moved to Camp Cable, some thirty miles south of Brisbane on 
the east coast of Australia. The camp was named for Corporal 
Gerald Cable, Service Company, 1 26th Infantry, the first Red 
Arrowman to be killed by enemy action during World War II. 
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HEADQUARTERS IV ARMY CORPS 
orricK or the commanoino ocnerai. 

MCALTV ■Ull.DINO 

JACKSONVII.LS. FLOMICA 

jAQuary 5# 19U2 


Subject: Connandetion. 

To : ColozMl William A. Holden, Conoaandlng Officer, 

128th Regimental Combat Team, 

Camp Livingston, Louisiana. 

THRU: Coniraandiag Oeneral, 32d Dlrlslon, 

Camp Livingston, Louisiana. 

1. The performance of the 128th Regimental Combat Team as 
an organisation and of the officers and enlisted men as indlvidnals 
during the Carolina Maneuvers was of the highest order. Moreover 
your personal enthuaiaam, good Judgement and tactical knowledge aa 
its commander was a distinct contribution to the successful conduct 
of the maneuvers. 

2. I take this opportimity to conmend you and all who 
•ervod under you and to express my appreciation for your services. 


0. V. CRISVOLD, 

Major General, U. S. A., 
CorBoanding. 


lAP/rp 

HEADQUARTERS 32d INPANTRY DIVISION, Camp Livings ton. La,, January 8 , 19l^2. 
TO - Col. William A. Holden, Connanding, 128th Regimental Combat Team. 

It gives me great pleasure to forward the commendation of your 
conduct and that of the 128th Regimental Combat Team at the Carolina 
maneuvers by Major Oeneral Griswold. Please accept my congratulations 
and eonssunicate the comsendation to the members of that command and 
also my congratulations to them. 



1st Ind. 


I. A. PISH, 
Major Oeneral, 
CoTissanding . 


This commendation was given the 128th Regimental Combat Team by General O. W. 
Griswold incident to the Carolina Maneuvers which occurred during the month of 
November, 1941. This citation should be of particular interest to many officers and 
men in the 32d Division as it was a composite regimental combat team made up of 
organizations from the 126th Infantry, 127th Infantry, 128th Infantry, 120th Field 
Artillery, 107th Engineers, 107th Medical Regiment and some personnel from Special 
Troops, 32d Division. 

Without exception, all officers and men of every 32d Division unit in this Combat Team 
performed services which merited high praise. This service was performed on strange 
terrain and in a manner which required the closest cooperation with strange units, in- 
cluding mechanized and armored troops. The Combat Team was kept fully motorized 
at all times, and as stated by General Griswold, it had successfully handled every 
tactical and logistical situation. 
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impassable swamp, NeverthelesSy the Japanese proved again that 
terrain obstacles may slow down but not stop well-led well-trained 
troops. By 14 September the hard pressed Australian forces had 
been pushed back to about thirty-two miles from Port Moresby, 

In the meantimCy the 32d received only some very brief and 
sketchy training in jungle warfare. Troop movements and house- 
keeping problems in new locations had cut into training time, 
and some minor difficulties had arisen from the fact that the 
32d belonged to the U, S, I Corps which was in turn a part of 
the Australian First Army, General Eichelberger, on first visiting 
the 32d, found that I Corps was supervising offensive training 
and Australian II Corps was in charge of defensive training — ''a 
situation that was a little less than fantastic and quite impracti- 
cable in General Eichelberger's opinion. 

In Eichelberger’s frank, informative and sometimes controversial book, 
Our Jungle Road to Tokyo, he comments on the state of training of the 
32d and 41st Divisions: 

In Washington I had read General MacArthur^s estimates 
of his two infantry divisions, and these reports and our own in- 
spections had convinced my staff and me that the American 
troops were in no sense ready for jungle warfare, 

I told Generals Mac Arthur and Sutherland, Mac Arthur's 
Chief of Staff, that I thought the 32d Division was not 
sufficiently trained to meet the Japanese veterans on equal terms. 

The senior officers of the Division were, of course, well 
aware of these deficiencies which stemmed principally from three 
causes: First, the large number of inexperienced replacements 
who had to be absorbed and brought up to the level of physical 
condition, technical knowledge, and pride of unit of the Division's 
older members; Secc?id, the lack of suitable terrain for jungle 
training, and Third, the most important as it turned out, lack 
of time. 

In addition to the training problems, thefe were inevitably some dis- 
ciplinary problems of the kinds which develop when large bodies of troops 
are set down in the vicinity of strange small towns. But in general, the 
Australians gave the Americans a warm welcome, and the GI’s conducted 
themselves well. 

One of the favorite Division stories was the one about the Australian 
captain, already a veteran of several campaigns, who was asked for his 
opinion about the American soldiers he had met. His reply was compli- 
mentary', but he added: ‘'I sometimes take a dim view of the way you 
blokes keep telling me how bloody tough it was in the Louisiana man- 
euvers.” 
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we can.” General Eichelberger talked along similar lines, stressed the ne- 
cessity for individual fighting skill, and stated flatly that the 32d would 
he in action before long. But it is doubtful if even he reali/cd how ver^^ 
soon that would be. 
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THE PAPUAN CAMPAIGN: THE ADVANCE 


On 13 September 1942, General Mac Arthur announced to his staff 
that he was ordering the 32d Division to New Guinea. Major General 
George C. Kenney, commander of 5th Air Force, urged that he be author- 
ized to fly the first regiment in. He argued that the situation was critical, 
and that if two weeks were lost in moving the troops by ship, the Australian 
units might by then “be behind the barbed wire at Port Moresby with no 
air support.” 

As General Kenney tells the story in his book. General Kenney Reports^ 
MacArthur asked him how many men would be lost in flying them from 
Australia to New Guinea. “I told him that we hadn’t lost a pound of 
freight yet on that route, and that the airplanes didn’t know the difference 
between 180 pounds of freight and 180 pounds of infantryman. The Gen- 
eral said he hated to hear his doughboys compared to freight but for me 
to fly a company up there and we would see how long it took and how 
the scheme worked out. It was decided that we would start at daybreak 
on the morning of September 15th with a company from the 126th Infantry 
of the 32d Division. I figured I’d have them all up there by that evening 
and then I’d see if the General would let me fly the rest in.” 

Two regimental combat teams of the 32d were alerted for the move 
to New Guinea. A combat team is a temporary organization usually built 
around a battalion or a regiment of infantry with artillery, engineers and 
other troops attached to it. These supporting troops, when functioning 
with the Division under normal conditions, are not under the commander 
of the infantry unit which they are supporting, but when a combat team 
is formed they are under his direct command. For the move to New Guinea, 
the 126th and 128th Infantry' Regiments each constituted the principal 
element in a combat team consisting of the regiment, a platoon of the 114th 
Engineers, a collecting company and a platoon of the clearing company 
of the 107th Medical Battalion, and a detachment of the 32d Signal Com- 
pany. The infantry howitzers and about two- thirds of the 81mm mortars 
were left behind because of the difficulties of transportation to land in 
the Papuan Peninsula. For the same reason, the battalion of field artillery 
usually included in a regimental combat team was not attached. 
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General Harding had selected the 126th, commanded by Colonel 
Lawrence A. Quinn, as the first regiment to go because he regarded it, 
at the time, as the best led and best-trained of his three regiments. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Joseph S. Bradley, the Division assistant chief of staff for 
supply (G4), and Major Bemd G. Baetcke, the 126th’s executive officer. 
Captain William F. Boice, the intelligence officer (S2), and Captain Alfred 
Medendorp, assistant S4, went to Port Moresby by air to make arrange- 
ments for the arrival of the troops. 

Company E, 126th Infantry (Captain Melvin Schultz), was the lead- 
ing unit to take off from Amberly Field in Brisbane. With it went a platoon 
of Company A, 1 1 4th Engineers, and a small medical detachment under 
Captain John T. Boet. In the rush of getting ready on short notice, there 
was not time to get the fatigue uniforms which had been sprayed with green 
camouflage dye thoroughly dried, and they were dried out on the men’s 
backs as they flew north. 

Because this company was the leading element of the 126th, and that 
regiment was, in turn, the leading unit of the Division, General Harding 
told the men of the company that they were “the spearhead of the spear- 
head of the spearhead.” Thereafter Company E proudly called itself “The 
Three Spearheads.” 

General Kenney tells the story of the air move as it looked from 
MacArthur’s headquarters: 

On the 1 5th, at first light, 230 doughboys of the 126th 
Infantry, with small arms and packs, loaded on board a mixed 
collection of Douglas and Lockheed transports at Amberly Field. 

At six that evening, Whitehead (one of Kenney^s generals) ra- 
dioed me that they had all landed at Port Moresby, I rushed 
upstairs to General MacArthur^s office to give him the good 
news and asked him to let me haul the rest of the regiment. He 
congratulated me most enthusiastically but told me that he had 
already ordered the rest of the regiment shipped by boat and 
that the loading had already begun. I said, ^^All right, give me 
the next regiment to go, the 128th, and Vll have them in Port 
Moresby ahead of this gang that goes by boat. . . 

General MacArthur asked Sutherland when the 126th was 
scheduled to pull out of Brisbane Harbor. Sutherland replied, 
*^The morning of the 18th.*^ Alac Arthur said, ^^Tell General Eich~ 
elberger that George is flying the 128th Infantry to Port Moresby, 
beginning the morning of the 18th. George, you and Bob (Eichel- 
berger) get together and make your arrangements.'* 1 said, '^Yes, 
sir," and went to work. 

Kenney got twelve transports from the Australian civil air lines, grabbed 
bombers which were being overhauled, and a few planes which came in 
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from the states, and set up the move of the 32d Infantry Division to com- 
bat — the first major move of American troops by air in World War II. 

By the 25th, the 128th Infantry (Colonel J. Tracy Hale) had been 
flown from Townsville in Australia to Seven Mile Strip just outside of 
Port Moresby. This strip was often bombed by the Japanese but the engi- 
neers kept it in operation. MacArthur and Kenney flew up to Moresby 
while the air move was in progress. MacArthur liked the show, and said 
so. On the 28th, the rest of the 126th Infantry arrived by sea, and went 
into bivouac near Port Moresby. The 128th was already opening a road 
in the Goldie River valley, and Captain Boice with Lieutenant Ber- 
nard Howes, six men from Company E of the 126th, and some forty 
natives, had begun a reconnaissance of the trail from Kapa Kapa toward 
Jaure. The last of Headquarters, 32d Division, (except for a rear echelon), 
was flown into Port Moresby on the 29th. 

Lack of supplies, stiffened resistance, and air attacks had stopped 
the enemy’s advance, and the hard-pressed Japanese were by now retreating 
rapidly toward Kokoda, closely followed by the experienced Australians 
of the 7th Division, which had replaced the tired militia units that had 
been fighting the long and bitter delaying action in defense of Port Moresby. 

Intelligence reports indicated that no enemy reinforcements were being 
sent into New Guinea. The enemy was apparently concentrating his naval, 
air and land strength on the Guadalcanal situation. The time for aggres- 
sive, offensive action in New Guinea had come. 

General MacArthur and the Australian commander of New Guinea 
Force, (Gen. Sir Thomas Blarney) decided that while the Australians 
were driving the Japanese back along the Kokoda Trail, the 32d Division 
would make a wide envelopment to the east and attack the enemy’s left 
flank in the vicinity of Buna. The initial plan was to march the entire 
Division over the mountains, but both Kenney and Harding argued for an 
air movement to insure speed and avoid dissipating the strength of the 
Division by marching it across the exhausting mountain trails. The plan, 
as finally adopted, provided that most of the enveloping force was to go 
by air to the seacoast southeast of Buna. The 2d Battalion of the 126th 
Infantry, reinforced, was assigned the tremendously difficult task of crossing 
the Owen Stanley Mountains on foot over the Kapa Kapa Trail, with the 
primary purpose of preventing the Japanese from trying in turn to envelope 
the envelopment, or the Australians. Carrying out this plan, the 128th 
Infantry was flown to the hiistily improvised airstrip at VVanigela Mission 
on Collingwood Bay, sixty-five air miles from Buna. The 3d Battalion (Lt. 
Col. Kelsie E. Miller) was the leading unit and the bulk of the regiment 
made the move on 14-18 October. 

Australian reports had indicated that there were usable trails west 
from VNanigela, and it was planned that the 128th should march across 
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count <y to al)out UvetUy-fivt! miles frojn Buna, prec^;ded by one 

company of .sjjeeially trained Australians (the 6th Irvdepcndent Company). 

Harding placed Brig. Gen. Hanford MacNidej, who had recently been 
attached to the Division, in command of this task force. MacNider wa.s a 
veteran oJ World War I and a former Assislaiit Secretary of W'ar, and he 
had also been National Commander of the ATnerican Legion. 
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The Australians, who left on the 14th carrying little but their rifles, 
found that the Musa River was rising rapidly, and that most of the trails 
had been obliterated, but they nevertheless managed to get through to 
Pongani. 

The offlcial Victory in Papua history gives this description of the 
experiences of the 128th Infantry: 

The heavily loaded 3d Battalion, though only a day behind 
the Australians, was unable to get through. After floundering in 
knee-deep swamps, the men reached Totore on the afternoon of 
16 October, and went into camp at a nearby point called Guri 
Guri, ^Uhe most filthy, swampy, mosquito infested area/* Colonel 
Miller noted in his diary, that he had ever seen. 

A raft and log crossing was attempted at a nearby native 
village called Dove I. Reconnaissance on the far side showed 
that a crossing there would put the battalion on the wrong route, 
and the project was abandoned in favor of a crossing at Dove 2, 
three miles downstream. On 18 October, 1500 feet of cable was 
dropped from the air at Guri Guri. No tools, tie wire, clamps, 
or bolts were dropped with the cable. Company M, under Capt. 
Frank N. Williams, and a platoon of Company C, 114th Engineer 
Battalion, carried the cable, strung out by hand, to Dove 2, and 
started establishing the crossing there. 

Though still without tools, clamps or tie wire. Captain Wil- 
liams soon had a makeshift crossing over the Musa. It too had 
to be abandoned when ANGAU (Australian-New Guinea Ad- 
ministrative Unit) passed on the information that the trail leading 
out of Dove 2 was under seven feet of water and impassable 
to anything except small boats and native canoes. 

On 20 October, Company M and the engineer platoon were 
ordered to rejoin the battalion at Guri Guri. They returned to 
find that the battalion*s orders had been changed. Its instruc- 
tions now were to turn north and march to Gobe, a point on the 
shore of Porlock Harbor, just around the east coast from Cape 
Nelson. The battalion was to be shuttled from Gobe to Pongani 
in such of the boats coming in with supplies from Milne Bay as 
could negotiate the treacherous waters around Cape Nelson. The 
2d Battalion, which had been just behind the 3d on the Wanigela- 
Totore track, was ordered back to Wanigela, to be moved to 
Pongani by sea as soon as shipping was available. The elements 
of the 1st Battalion present at Wanigela were to follow immediate- 
ly and the rest of the battalion was to be transferred to Pongani 
in the same fashion as soon as it reached Wanigela. 
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The overland march of the 3d Battalion from Totore to Gobe 
lasted four days and took it through mosquito-infested swamp. 

The men arrived at their destination exhausted. Many of them 
had picked up malaria in the swamp, and the health of the 
battalion began deteriorating almost at once. In the opinion of 
those who knew it best, the 3d Battalion continued to show the 
ill effects of its march through the swamps along the Musa 
throughout the rest of the campaign. 

It was about this time that the 32d Division temporarily acquired 
a navy. A flotilla of eight luggers of about twenty tons displacement was 
placed under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Laurence A. McKenny, 
the Division quartermaster, primarily for supply and evacuation between 
Wanigela and Pongani. The difficulties of operation were enormous. Any 
daytime movements were subject to enemy air attack, there vv^re no 
wharvTS, and loading and unloading had to be largely by hand into and 
out of small boats which ferried between the luggers and the beaches. 

Speed of advance was now a necessity from every viewpoint. Some 
surprise had probably been achieved by the air movements, but the Japa- 
nese presumably had the capability of rapid reinforcement of their Buna 
garrison. The supply situation was very difficult. Supplies were mostly being 
handled by the lugger fleet with some air drops, the latter handicapped 
by inadequate landing fields, bad weather, and enemy interference. On 
16-17 November, enemy air attacks on the small boats being used to move 
supplies along the coast crippled that link in the chain. Of equal importance 
was the fact that the rainy season was just due to begin. Another factor 
was the prevalence of malaria and dengue fever in the region. Nonbattle 
casualties would probably soon exceed losses from enemy action if the troops 
were long engaged in the jungle .swamps along the coast. Evacuation of 
the sick and wounded was a problem complicated by the same difficulties 
as those which dogged the supply situation. 

Two factors operated to delay an all-out advance. One was the fact 
that only a limited supply of food and ammunition had been accumulated 
north of the “Hump”, as the flyers called the Owen Stanley Mountains. 
Second, the decision of the high command to wait for the Australians 
to drive the Japanese into the coastal areas, so that a coordinated attack 
could be made. General Harding had planned to strike with the 126th 
Infantry across the rear of the retreating enemy, but at a conference 
between Generals MacArthur and Blarney on 9 November, it was decided 
to wait until the Australians were ready to launch their attack toward 
Gona, a town on the coast west of Buna. At the same time, the 32d 
would make a two-pronged drive for Buna, one along the coast, and the 
other from Dobodura. Lieutenant General E. F. Herring, the Australian 
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Another element affecting the decision was the fact that the 2d Bat- 
talion, 126th Infantry, was still fighting its way over the mountains more 
against the forces of Nature than those of the enemy. An advance detach- 
ment consisting of the 126th’s Antitank and Cannon Companies (func- 
tioning as infantry), and about a hundred natives, all under the command 
of Captain Alfred Medendorp, with Captain Roger Keast^ as his second- 
in-command, started forward from Kalikadobu on 6 October with orders 
to establish dropping grounds along the Kapa Kapa — Dobodura Trail at 
Laruni and Jaure. (Kalikadobu is variously spelled, and was apparently 
known to the troops as Kalamazoo, although some maps show two adja- 
cent points as bearing these names. General Harding’s advance head- 
quarters was at Kalamazoo at this time.) The next day, a detachment 
from Company E — a five-man comunications detachment under Lieutenant 
James G. Downer, and a forty-man rifle platoon under Lieutenant Harold 
B. Chandler, Jr., — was added to Medendorp’s command. 

On 14 October, the 2d Battalion, with Company E (Captain Schultz) 
leading, and Company F (Lieutenant Erwin Nummer) following, began 
its march. The plan was for the companies of the battalion to follow 
each other at one day’s interval. The 2d Battalion 126th Infantry, re- 
inforced, was the only American force to march over the Owen Stanley 
range. 

The following story of the march of this battalion is quoted, with 
minor changes, from a manuscript account written by Captain William R. 
Fleischer: 

It was gruelling march on a line paralleling the Kokoda 
Trail, and the men who made it will remember it forever as a 
living, wide-awake nightmare. For forty-two days they climbed, 
scrambled, clawed and suffered — many times cutting their own 
trail through some of the most awesome territory in the world. 

The battalion was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Henry 
A. Geerdsy who suffered a heart attack several days out. The bat- 
talion was then taken over by Major Herbert M. Smith of 
Neillsville, Wisconsin. Smith led his men through eerie ghost 
forests where phosphorus lighted the trees and they sank to their 
knees in mud. 

This is what Lieutenant Paul R. Lutjens of Big Rapids, 
Michigan, had to say about it. Lutjens was a platoon leader with 
Company E — he had been commissioned from the ranks. Com- 
pany E was a day or so ahead of the rest of the battalion and 

^ Captain Keast was killed during the advance over the mountains. Medendorp, 
while serv'ing with the military assistance advisor group assigned to Formosa as a 
lieutenant Colonel, was killed by Communist artillery on Quemoy Island in 1954. 
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Lutjens, for most of the way, was out in front of Company E. 
His detachment moved in single file along the muddy jungle 
trails, each man three or four yards from the next one. It didn^t 
take them long to decide that there were items in their full-field 
equipment they could do without. They cut their blankets in 
half. They dumped their mosquito nettings at the side of the 
trail. Though it rained ujirelentingly every afternoon and night, 
they discarded their raincoats. Each man kept one uniform — the 
one he had on. They abandoned their shaving equipment and 
other toilet articles, keeping only their tooth brushes — with which 
they tried to keep their rifles clean. ''What differerice did it make, 
washing your teeth, if you could clean your rifle?^' Lutjens said. 

Day after day the battalion plodded through some of the 
worst and wildest jungle in the world. They went through waist- 
deep streams and along trails that were waist-deep channels of 
mud. Half the time they couldn't see the sky — only matted leaves 
and vines. It would take five or six hours to go a mile, edging 
along cliff walls, hanging on to vines, up and down, up and 
down. Men got weaker and began to lag back. It would rain 
from three o'clock in the afternoon on, soaking everything. The 
rivers they crossed were so swift that if you slipped, it was just 
too bad. There wasn't any way of evacuating to the rear. Everyone 
was driven on by the fear of being left behind. 

Their bones ached and dysentery had hit almost every man. 
They were filthy and caked with mud, and washed themselves 
only when they happened to be crossing a river. They climbed 
to eight thousand feet, to the top of the gap through which they 
stumbled over the Owen Stanleys. It took them seven hours to 
crawl the last two thousand feet. They couldn't march for more 
than fifteen minutes without lying down and resting. They 
crossed at a place called Ghost Mountain to which Lutjens de- 
voted a few lines in his diary. 

"It was the eeriest place I ever saw. The trees were covered 
with moss a half foot thick. We would walk along a hogback, 
straddling the trail, with a sheer drop of thousands of feet two 
feet on either side of us. We kept hearing water running some- 
where, but we couldn't find any. We could thrust a stick six feet 
down in the spongy stuff we were walking on without hitting 
anything real solid. It was ungodly cold. There wasn't a sign 
of life. Not a bird. Not a fly. Not a sound. It was the strangest 
feeling I ever had. If we stopped, we froze. If we moved, we 
sweated." 
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The men were gaunt and down to a shadow — eyes sunk 
deep in their heads. On the highest point in the trail there stands 
a simple monument to mark the grave of a doughboy who died 
on the road to Buna. His epitaph, such as it was, was carved into 
the soggy pages of Lutjen’s notebook: 

“Today we lost PFC. , who died at 2:00 p.m. Dysentery 

and fever. . .a damn good man. The trip was a little too much 
for him." 

After FORTY-TWO DAYS they emerged into the green 
twilight of Soputa. It was 20 November and the trek was over, 
but the fight for Buna lay ahead. 

Over a year later, in the Saturday Evening Post of 8 January 1944, 
E. J. Kahn, Jr., told the story of this epic march in an article entitled 
“The Terrible Days of Company E.” In it he includes an interesting side- 
light on the status of Lieut. Lutjens whom Capt. Fleischer refers to as 
“commissioned from the ranks.” He was commissioned, he thought, by 
General Harding after the Division commander had followed him a con- 
siderable distance up the dizzy mountain trail which Lutjens, as first sergeant 
of the company, had had a leading part in opening, but unfortunately 
there were technical complications which resulted in the actual issuance 
of a commission being delayed until December when Lutjens was flown 
back to a Moresby hospital as a casualty. So Lutjens was an officer through 
two months of combat without actually being one. 

In the same article, Kahn gives some interesting statistics on Company 
E. He says that there were 112 men from Big Rapids, Michigan, in the 
company’s ranks in 1941; in the fall of 1942, 81 of these were still with 
the company. Out of a company total of 172 men who landed at the Port 
Moresby airfield, only 7 were on their feet when the outfit was relieved 
at the end of the Papuan campaign less than five months later. The 
figures for the other companies of the 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry, would 
probably be almost equally indicative of the hardships of war in the Papuan 
jungles. 

The remainder of the 126th was flown directly to Pongani or to a 
strip in the upper Musa Valley named Abel’s Field after Cecil Abel, an 
over-size New Guinea-bom missionary' of British ancestry who volunteered 
information concerning the location, and personally organized and super- 
vised the native laborers who helped build the field. The troops who were 
landed at Abel’s Field were about 600 men of the 1st Battalion (Lt. Col. 
Edmund J. Carrier). The rest of the battalion — some two hundred men 
from Company C and Company D under Major Richard D. Boerem, the 
battalion executive officer — was landed at Pongani. Colonel Carrier’s part 
of the battalion had a difficult march through swampy terrain to the 
Pongani area. 
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A tragic by-product of the 2d Battalion’s march over the mountains 
was the death of Colonel Quinn, the able regimental commander. Not 
satisfied with the eflforts to get food to the almost literally starving men 
of the 2d Battalion, he personally flew over the troops in air-drop planes 
and, on 5 November, he and all aboard one of these planes were killed when 
a cargo parachute caught in the tail assembly of the plane. He was suc- 
ceeded in command of the 126th by Lt. Col. Clarence M. Tomlinson 
of the 3d Battalion, who was in turn succeeded by Major George C. Bond. 

The 127th Infantry, with attached troops, began loading at Brisbane 
on 14 November for movement by sea to Port Moresby. One gun of 
Battery A, 129th Field Artillery Battalion, was flown into Dobodura after 
experiments and exertions which involved Brig. Gen. Albert W. Waldron, 
commanding general of the 32d Division Artillery, and General Kenney, 
and which even attracted attention of General MacArthur himself. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


THE PAPUAN CAMPAIGN: 

THE BATTLE FOR BUNA BEGINS 


General Eichelberger, looking at the Buna fight a little more objec- 
tively than a 32d Division rifleman would be able to (although both took 
a very personal part in it) had this to say about the operation: 

Buna was the first Allied Ground Force victory in the Pacific 
(the Buna campaign was ended before the fall of Guadalcanal) 
and it was bought at a substantial price in deaths, wounds, di~ 
sease, despair, and human suffering. No one who fought there, 
however hard he tries, will ever forget it, I am a reasonably 
un-imaginative man, but Buna is still to me, in retrospect, a 
nightmare. This long after, I can still remember every day and 
most of the nights as clearly as though they were days and nights 
last week. 

Buna Village and Buna Mission are godforsaken little places 
on the inhospitable northern coast of New Guinea, A few score 
native huts and the coconut plantations around them represented, 
before the war. Buna's sole claim on an indifferent world's at- 
tention. 

But now the north coast of New Guinea was vital to future Allied 
operations. llt§ possession would free Australia from the imminent threat 
of invasion, and give the Allies their first toehold in the area of 
enemy defenses protecting Rabaul, the center of Japanese power in the 
Southwest Pacific.^ Air bases established in the area would not only extend 
the range and bombload of our planes, but would eliminate the climb 
over the Owen Stanleys and the bucking of thunderheads which Kenney 
called “a barrier almost as bad as the mountains themselves.” 

The Buna area was flat and swampy. The rainy season had begun 
and the Girua River and other streams were in flood. Most of the country 
was covered with almost impenetrable growth, but there were occasional 
groves of coconut palm and patches of Kunai grass. This coarse grass often 
grows higher than a man’s head, and its blades are broad and sharp-edged. 

Available statistics on rainfall, temperature, and humidity are con- 
tradictory, but all agree that at the time of year when the 32d entered 
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its hardest test the area is always wet, hot and humid. All of the tropical 
diseases associated with such weather flourished — malaria, dengue fever, 
dysentery, athlete’s foot, ringworm, and many others. 

Another factor that would seriously affect the morale of the Divi- 
sion — in fact, all the troops engaged in the campaign — was the miscon- 
ception of the Japanese strength and intentions. The natives, probably 
anxious to please and with little concern for accuracy, gave the Division 
G2 information that caused him to estimate the Buna area’s Japanese 
garrison as not more than a battalion. The Army Air Forces contributed 
to the underestimates by reporting that there were no Japanese to be seen 
in the area and no evidence of defensive preparations. The general feeling 
in the Division was that Buna could be captured without difficulty, and 
the delay ordered to accumulate supplies and coordinate the attack with 
the Australians was generally resented. 

Actually, the Japanese had developed a well-prepared, but rather 
shallow position extending for over ten miles along the coast. It consisted 
basically of three defensive groups — one at Gona, one in the Sanananda 
Point area, and one in the Buna area — but the lateral communication 
between them along the shore was much superior to that of the attackers 
struggling through the inland jungles and swamps. These same terrain 
features inevitably canalized the attacks into advances on narrow fronts 
which were well covered by enemy fields of fire from prepared positions. 
These positions were usually dug in very little because water was every- 
where present a few feet below the surface of the ground. They were, 
however, protected all around and overhead by solid construction that 
concluded heavy coconut logs, steel oil drums filled with sand, and steel 
rails — all covered with earth and vegetation that made them almost indis- 
tinguishable from the surrounding country. 

These bunkers varied in size and were often mutually supporting. 
There were also some concrete and steel pillboxes. 

The Army’s official history of the campaign summarizes the situation 
as it affected the 32d Division in these words: “The Japanese line at 
Buna was, in its way, a masterpiece. It forced the 32d Division to attack 
the enemy where he was strongest ...” 

Best estimates of the strength of the entire Japanese garrison indicate 
a strength in mid-November of about 6,500 ^effectives, including 1,000 men 
newly arrived from Rabaul. With the exception of these reinforcements, 
the enemy’s troops were not in good shape. Their organization was poor 
and included remnants of many army, navy and marine units. There was 
much sickness and the troops who had fought over the mountains and 
back were nearly exhausted. There were shortages in weapons, food and 
medical supplies, but the ammunition situation was, in general, satisfactory. 

On the Allied side of the picture, the organizational setup as it affected 
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the 32d Division was not good. Theoretically, the chain of command was 
from General MacArthur down through General Blarney, GOG New Guinea 
Force, to Lieutenant General Herring, GOG Advanced New Guinea Force, 
and then to the commanders of the two divisions involved in the operation. 
Actually, only about 7,000 officers and men of the 32d Division were in the 
combat area. Most of the rest of the Division was still in Australia, and 
General Eichelberger and his I Corps staff were very much concerned with 
all Division activities. In addition, General MacArthur and his staff ap- 
pear also to have acted on Division matters rather directly at times. 

The basic plan of attack was relatively simple. The objective was to 
destroy the enemy. The 32d Infantry Division and the Australian 7th Divi- 
sion were to attack abreast, the 32d Division on the right. The boundary 
between divisions was to be the Girua River. Movement forward was to 
commence on 16 November 1942. (In the actual plan, the area, the bound- 
ary, and other elements of the plan were stated in much more precise 
detail. Here, as elsewhere, the attempt is made in this account to give the 
essentials of a situation without obscuring the over-all picture with too 
much detail.) 

General Harding issued his Field Order No. 1 for the operation on 
15 November. One battalion of the 128th Infantry was to march westward 
along the coast and take Cape Endaiadere; one was to march on the 
Buna air field; and the remaining battalion, in Division reserve, was to 
proceed to the vicinity of Dobodura, and, with the engineers, prepare a 
landing strip there. The 126th Infantry, less elements not yet arrived, would 
close on Inonda. Later, it would move toward Buna. 

Artillery support was to come from a few Australian guns. The engi- 
neer problems were varied and difficult, and the establishment and main- 
tenance of wire and radio communications presented tremendous difficulties. 
Supply and evacuation, whether by sea or air, was also uncommonly diffi- 
cult. 

To all the handicaps of command organization, terrain, climate, 
health, supply, and communications, were added two more. The Division 
was not being committed as an organic whole. The infantry would have 
to get forward without the priceless suppprt of artillery fire and without 
much of the fire usually provided by its own weapons. More important 
still was the fact that for most men concerned it was their first experience 
under fire. 

No training, no tests, no personal evaluations quite equal to the first 
trial by fire. It is a. painful, definitive shakedown for every unit. Often 
the unexpected happens. A loud-mouthed, aggressive leader folds up; a 
quiet, unimpressive man becomes a natural leader; and sometimes the 
braggart makes good and the timid man becomes more timid. Later, there 
will be personnel changes in the unit. Men will be killed, wounded, trans- 
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ferred out; replacements who have never been in combat will come in. 
But the unit will never again be as unstable as it was during its first fight. 

The advance began on schedule on 16 November. On the right, the 
128th Infantry started two columns forward from its positions along the 
coast; one consisting primarily of Lieutenant Colonel Robert C. McCoy’s 
1st Battalion (less elements still at Pongani) moved along the trail leading 
to Cape Endaiadere; the other, with Lieutenant Colonel Miller’s 3d Bat- 
talion in the lead, followed by Lieutenant Colonel Herbert A. Smith’s 2d 
Battalion, march by an inland route toward the bridge between the air 
strips near Buna Mission. (Buna Mission had actually been a government 
station in prewar days, but was usually referred to, and shown on the 
maps, as Buna Mission.) 

On the left of the Division’s zone of advance, the 126th Infantry 
troops under Colonel Tomlinson moved out from the vicinity of Bofu 
toward Inonda and Buna. (The 1st Battalion was still at Pongani, but 
scheduled to move forward by lugger the next day. ) 

The organic artillery of an infantry division consisted at the time of 
three battalions of 105mm howitzers and one battalion of 155mm howit- 
zers — a total of 48 guns. This organic artillery was, moreover, amost invari- 
ably reinforced by other battalions for an attack. In Papua, the use of 
truck-drawn artillery was out of question even if it could have been brought 
to the area. The artillery at the disposal of the 32d Division during the 
campaign never exceeded eight Australian guns of various licht calibers 
and one 105mm American howitzer. 

The problem of artillery support is highlighted by a paragraph from 
the Army’s official history of the campaign : 

Using a barge captured at Milne Bay, General Waldron, 
the Division Artillery officer, had come in during the night with 
the two Australian 3.7 inch mountain howitzers allotted to the 
operation, their crews, and 200 rounds of ammunition. Waldron 
had left before daybreak for Oro Bay to pick up the 25-pounders 
that were waiting there. His executive officer, Lt. Col. Melvin 
McCreary, who had been put ashore at Hariko with the two 
mountain guns, had them assembled and ready to fire from ad- 
vanced positions at Boreo that evening. 

On the other side of the Giruwa, to the left of the 32d Division, the 
Australian infantry also started its advance. The fight for Buna had begun 
with both the Americans and the Australians looking forward to an easy 
victory. 

But before the day was over a major disaster had occurred although 
most of the troops neither knew of it nor suffered from its results until 
some time later. While it was still light, Allied fighter aircraft had left 
their bases in order to land before dark. At 1845, while the luggers and a 
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barge which constituted the main link in the Division’s supply line along 
the coast from Porlock Harbor were rounding Cape Sudest, the flotilla 
was attacked by eighteen Japanese Zeros. The timing could not have 
been better from the enemy’s point of view. On board the vessels were not 
only ammunition, rations, radio supplies, 81mm mortars, caliber .50 ma- 
chine guns, and equipment and personnel of the 22d Portable Hospital, 
but also, as ill luck would have it. General Harding, General Waldron, 
Colonel McKenny, and two Army Ground Forces observers — Colonel’s Har- 
old F. Handy and Herbert B. Laux. 

The troops aboard attempted to defend the craft with machine guns 
and rifles but without effect. The vessels were soon on fire and when the 
ammunition began to explode all hands had to take to the water. The two 
generals were among those who were able to swim ashore. Colonel Mc- 
Kenny and twenty-three others were killed, and many were wounded. 
Many officers and men acted with great coolness and bravery. Ten parti- 
cipants were later awarded the Distinguished Service Cross: Colonel John 
J. Carew, 114th Engineer Battalion; Lieutenant John E. Harbert, Ordnance; 
Lieutenant Herbert G. Peabody, Division Headquarters Company; Staff 
Sergeant John R. MacGowan, Sergeant Howard J. Weiss, Corporal Gordon 
C. Snyder, and Private Cloyd G. Myers of the 128th Infantry; and Private 
First Class Donald R. Price and Privates Maro P. Johnson and Homer W. 
MacAllister of the 107th Quartermaster Battalion. 

On the morning of the 17th, the Japanese hit and badly damaged 
^o of the three remaining luggers. That left just one small lugger to 
supply the troops in the 32d Division’s zone of advance. There were no 
replacement vessels immediately available; the weapons, equipment and 
supplies lost were urgently needed at the front and the whole supply 
set-up for the operation was disrupted. Lt. Col. Joseph Sladen Bradley, 
the Division G4, and Major Ralph T. Birkeness who succeeded Colonel 
McKenny as Division quartermaster, had to turn to the Army Air Forces 
for help. In the meantime, the advance would be delayed, the food and 
ammunition situation would be acute, and the troops at Pongani who 
were to have moved forward by boat would have to go overland — on fdOt. 
The situation as to supply was almost equally bad in the Australian’s 
zone, and this fact was destined to contribute seriously to General Harding’s 
troubles within the next few days. 

The attack proper really started on the morning of the 19th. Tor- 
rential rains fell throughout the day. All aircraft were grounded. The ^ 
Japanese had taken full advantage of the two days since the reinforcements 
had arrived from Rabaul and had put these fresh, well-armed troops into 
the sector about to be attacked by the 128th Infantry. 

The 1st Battalion (Lieutenant Colonel McCoy) moved out from the 
vicinity of Boreo, and the 3d Battalion (Lieutenant Colonel Miller) from 
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Simemi. The 2d Battalion in Division reserve, was split between Ango 
and Dobodura. At Dobodura, engineers and doughboys were pushing the 
development of an air field. Without supply, the Division could not con- 
tinue the attack or, indeed, exist. 

The 1st Battalion made its first contact with the enemy on the out- 
skirts of Duropa Plantation about seven hundred yards out of Boreo. The 
Army’s Victory in Papua gives a clear picture of the battalion’s experience: 

It was met at that point by heavy machine gun and rifle 
^re from hidden enemy machine gun positions west of the track. 

^The troops deployed and attacked, but the heavy overhead jungle 
growth made it difficult for them to use their mortars effectively 
and their grenades were of little use because they did not know 
where the enemy was or where the fire was coming from. The 
Japanese weapons gave off no flash, and the reverberation of 
their fire in the jungle made it impossible to ascertain their 
whereabouts by sound. T o complicate matters, the Japanese made ‘ 
it a practice to rotate their weapons among several hidden posi- 
tions, causirig the inexperienced Americans, until they saw through 
the trick, to imagine themselves covered by automatic weapons 
from all sides. 

During this attack, T/5 Edwin C. De Rosier, a medical aid 
man, . . . moved out into the open in the face of intense enemy 
fire and repeatedly went to the aid of the wounded, saving the 
lives of several. Killed in action two weeks later, De Rosier was 
posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. 

Yielding a dozen or so yards at a time when strongly pressed, 
the Japanese covering troops fell back that everting to new posi- 
tions about 300 yards from the original point of contact. Out of 
rations, and with a greater part of its ammunition used up, .the 
1st battalion ended the day a badly shaken outfit. The troops 
had entered the battle joking and laughing, and sure of an easy 
victory. Now they were dazed and taken aback by the mauling 
they had received at the hands of the Japanese. Nor did it escape 
them that the bodies of the few Japanese left on the field were 
those of fresh, well-fed, well-armed troops — not, as they had been 
led to expect, the tired, emaciated, and disease-ridden survivors 
of the fighting in the Owen Stanleys. It was to be sometime 
before they and their fellows recovered from the shock of finding 
that the battle was to be no push-over, and that, instead of a 
short and easy mop-up, a long cruel fight lay ahead of them. 
Colonel Miller’s troops had an even ruder awakening. As the 
3d Battalion approached the trail junction between the Old and 
New Strips, the Simemi Trail degenerated into a narrow cause- 
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way with swamp on either side. Attempts to get the troops 
through an open area about 300 yards south of the junction were 
met with such intense fire from the western end of the New Strip, 
from behind the bridge between the strips, and from machine 
guns forward of the junction itself that no further advance was 
possible that day. 

Nor could Miller do much to blast out the enemy with fire. 

He had no 81mm mortars; most of the machine-gun cartridges 
he had with him were found to be of the wrong type, a large 
percentage of his grenades failed to go off ; and he quickly ran 
out of .30-caliber ammunition and had to call for a fresh supply 
to be dropped to him from the air. A member of the regimental 
staff recalled the situation in the following words: "Miller had 
tc attack through swamps which were sometimes waist and chest 
deep, and through which it was impossible to carry any but 
light weapons. Here too, grenades ( Mills bombs obtained from the 
Australians) became ineffective when wet, one of Miller’s patrols 
threw seven grenades into a group of ten or twelve Japs whom 
they stalked only to have all the grenades fail to explode and 
to suffer about 30 percent casualties from return grenade fire.” 

At the end of the day. Miller’s troops were still at the edge 
of the clearing south of the junction. The battalion had suffered 
casualties, and made no gain whatever. As Colonel Miller him- 
self put the matter late that afternoon, it had been "stopped 
cold.” 

Progress the next day (20 November) was no better. The 1st Bat- 
talion advanced a total of about two hundred yards. Company C cou- 
rageously led by Lieutenant John W. Crow, who was reported missing in 
action at the end of the day knocked out several enemy machine gun nests, 
but that was all that was achieved. The 3d Battalion, out of rations and 
short of ammunition, got nowhere. 

By evening, there was some improvement in the situation. Rations 
and ammunition which had been dropped at Hariko and Simemi reached 
both battalions, and the 1st Battalion, 126th Infantry (less Major Boe- 
rem’s detachment which had joined the regiment), after an exhausting 
march from Pongani, closed into bivouac behind the 1st Battalion of the 
128th. Mixing of units had already begun; but the crowning blow was an 
unexpected decision by the New Guinea Force commander with General 
MacArthur’s approval, to give the 126th Infantry troops under Colonel 
Tomlinson to General Vasey, commander of the Australian 7th Division. 

The Australians, who were no better off than the Americans except 
for some combat experience, had made no better progress, in general, than 
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had the 32d. The elements of the 7th which were attacicing toward San- 
ananda Point on the right of the Australian zone of advance had com- 
pletely bogged down. 

On the 19th, Colonel Tomlinson had sent Major Bond and Companies 
I and K, 126th Infantry, across the Giruwa River, by order of General 
Harding, who had been unable to establish radio contact with the 7th 
Division, with the mission of locating the Australians. Bond made contact 
with them near Popondetta, and returned to Inonda. Colonel Tomlinson 
then began his march on Buna in accordance with the Division’s plan of 
attack. 

What then happened is best told in the words of the Army’s official 
history of the campaigns. 

At Port Moresby, meanwhile, higher headquarters, with Gen- 
eral MacArthur’s approval, had decided to give the 126th Infan- 
try to General Vasey for action on the Sanananda track, rather 
than let it proceed as originally planned to Buna. The point was 
made that there seemed to be more Japanese in General Vasey’ s 
area than in General Harding’s, and that the main effort would 
therefore have to be made west of the Girwa River. If need be, 
higher headquarters decided, this was to be accomplished at the 
of the offensive effort on the eastern side of the river. . . 

The diversion of the 126th Infantry to General Vasey’ s com- 
mand greatly disturbed General Harding, who could see little 
justification for diversion of half his troop strength to General 
Vasey just as he was about to use it to take Buna. In a message 
“For General Herring’s eyes only,” he urged that the decision 
to take the 126th Infantry away from him be reconsidered as 
likely to lead to confusion, resentment, and misunderstanding. 

The message went out at 0100, 20 November, and General 
Herring, in a stiff note, replied at 1420 that the decision would 
have to stand, and that he was counting on Harding to make 
no more difficulties in the matter. General Harding had no fur- 
ther recourse. He would have to make out as best he could at 
Buna without Colonel Tomlinson’s troops. 

In the meantime, Tomlinson had received an order direct from New 
Guinea Force headquarters to report to the commander of the 7th Divi- 
sion. He was unable to make contact with his own Division headquarters, 
but when the rear echelon of his regiment at Port Moresby confirmed the 
order, he went to Popondetta accompanied by Captain Boice, (his S2) 
and Captain Di.xon (his S3), and reported to General Vasey. General 
Vasey sent him to Soputa where the regiment, less detachments, passed 
to the command of Brigadier Lloyd, commanding the Australian 16th 
Brigade. 
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On the 21st, the whole of Tomlinson’s command — regimental head- 
quarters; Major Boerem’s detachment of the 1st Battalion — (about two 
companies) — Major Smith’s 2nd Battalion; Major Bond’s 3d Battalion; 
Service Company; a platoon of Company A, 114th Engineer Battalion; 
and medical troops — closed in to Sqputa. Cannon and antitank Companies 
were still at Wairope. 

While the bulk of the troops in the 32d Division’s left zone was being 
moved out of it, things were not going well on the right. Orders for an 
attack at 0800, with the 1st and 3d Battalions of the 128th and the reduced 
1st Battalion of the 126th participating, were not received by the battalion 
commanders until some three quarters of an hour after the scheduled 
H-hour. A supporting air attack came in on time, but the ground troops 
had no prior knowledge of its coming, and some of the bomb drop was 
short and caused casualties among the forward troops of Colonel Miller’s 
3d Battalion. 

General Harding then set 1300 as the hour for the attack and arranged 
for an air attack at 1245. This time no planes showed up. Again, General 
Harding tried to get off a coordinated, supported attack. The air attack, 
by A-20s and B25s, came in around 1600. It was not a success. Most of 
the planes could not find the target area; one flight dropped its bombs 
in the sea, and one B-25 got a direct hit with its bombload on Companies 
B and C, 128th Infantry, killing six, wounding twelve, and seriously affect- 
ing the will to fight of the whole battalion. 

The Japanese and their positions were virtually untouched, and the 
attacks against them were easily repulsed with heavy casualties. Late that 
night it was decided to discontinue the 3d Battalion’s attack on the bridge 
between the two air strips, leave one company to hold the position gained, 
and shift the remainder of the battalion to the right flank. Company I 
(Lt. Carl K. Fryday) was given the holding mission. The next day the 
battalion, less Company I, marched to a position in rear of the 1st Ba*^ 
talion. 

In the Division’s left zone, General Harding, robbed of the bulk of 
the 126th Infantry at the last moment before it* was to attack toward 
Buna, had nothing left to commit to the task except his Division reserve 
— the 2nd Battalion, 128th Infantry. This battalion, unexpectedly thrown 
into a situation which probably would have given serious trouble to the 
regiment originally assigned to the task, soon needed help. In response to 
General Harding’s urgent appeal for the return of at least a battalion of 
the troops taken from him. General Herring ordered the 2d Battalion, 
126th Infantry, back across the river. This move was not a simple matter. 
The river was in flood, and it was late on the evening of 22 November 
before the troops were able to complete the crossing on improvised rafts 
guided by a cable. 
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double envelopment of the enemy position. The heavy- weapons company 
(M) would support the attack as much as the jungle growth permitted 
and be the reserve. 

On the morning of the 22d, the attacking troops passed through the 
Australians, made some little progress at first, but soon ran into serious 
opposition which, together with loss of direction in the overgrown, swampy 
terrain, stopped the advance. A Japanese counterattack late in the day 
was, however, repulsed with some help from the Australians 

The over-all situation in the 32d Division now became for some time 
stablilized in terms of organization for combat, though unfortunately, “dis- 
organization” might be the more accurate word. The troops on the extreme 
rig^t were designated Warren Force under command of Brigadier General 
Hanford McNider, but he was wounded on the 23d and the command 
passed to Colonel J. Tracy Hale, Jr., 128th Infantry. This force consisted 
primarily of the 1st and 3d Battalions of the 128th, and the 1st Battalion 
(less Boerem Detachment) of the 126th. The left flank force, separated 
from Warren Force by a great swamp, was designated Urbana Force. It 
was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Herbert A. Smith, 128th Infantry, 
and its infantry units were the 2d Battalion of the 126th and the 2d Bat- 
talion of the 128th. The composition of Colonel Tomlinson’s troops, de- 
tached from the Division and under Australian command, has already 
been indicated. , Not only were the regiments split up, but the companies 
of some battalions were not even together. ) 

This mixing of units had been largely forced on the Division by 
Transportation difficulties, enemy action, and orders from higher authori-' 

^ ; ties. It inevitably led to confusion, to added difficulties in administrative 
^ details such as promotions and mail deliveries, and all phases of supply 
and evacuation. It had its effect on morale, not only from these causes,, 
but because a unit separated from its parent organization invariably be- 
lieves that it is discriminated against in supplies provided and tasks as-/ 
signed. 

The supply situation had improved a little. The air strip at Dobodura 
was open for traffic, and four luggers had been made available to replace 
those lost to the Japanese air attacks. 

Warren Force had had one Australian independent company serving 
with it, and General Harding now asked the Australians for some light 
tanks. It appeared to him that they would be very useful in the relatively 
open Duropa Plantation area. The only available transportation to bring 
the tanks to the combat area were some captured barges which, when the 
first tanks were loaded on them, promptly sank. 

On the evening of 22 November, Harding received a radio order 
from MacArthur’s headquarters to press an attack on the following day 
“regardless of cost.” Convinced that the higher headquarters did not and 
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On 23 November, MacNider launched his attack. Aided by better 
mortar and artillery support organized by Lt. Col. Alexander J. McNab, 
executive officer of the 128th Infantry, the attack made some progress, 
but was finally brought to a standstill. No criticism was directed at Harding 
as a result of his modification of the attack order, and he believed that 
it had shortly become obvious to the higher commanders that strict ad- 
herence to it would have resulted in needless losses and seriously com- 
promised future operations on the right flank. 

The next two days were largely given over to planning an attack 
for Thanksgiving Day (26 November). General MacNider had been 
wounded and had to be evacuated. Colonel J. Tracy Hale replaced him 
as task force commander. 

On the day of the attack. General Harding, after a hard night’s 
journey from his headquarters, reached the force command post at 0530, 
and then went forward to observe the attack of Lt. Col. Miller’s 3rd 
Battalion, 128th Infantry. The air, artillery, mortar and heavy machine- 
gun preparatory attacks went off on schedule, but the enemy troops, well 
protected in their bunkers, were not seriously effected. 

The infantry advance ran into withering fire from well-concealed 
positions, and some of the troops lost direction in the deep swamps. 
Japanese fighter planes also had some effect on the attacking troops. The 
attack was a complete failure. 

As always, some individuals distinguished themselves by their bravery. 
Private Howard M. Eastward, Company G, 126th Infantry, armed with 
a submachine gun, alone attacked a ten-man enemy party, but wzis killed. 
He was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. 

The next day there was another error in an Allied air attack which 
resulted in three casualties in Lieutenant Fryday’s Company I. 

On the left, Urbana Force was, in the meantime, having a tough 
time in front of the well-planned and well-constructed defenses of what 
was to be known as the Triangle. This was the area around the junction 
of the trails which forked toward Buna Village and Buna Mission from 
the Dobodura — Buna track. In addition to the difficulties common to all 
the Allied troops in the campaign, and initial further source of confusion 
in Urbana Force was the fact that both of the two main units in it each 
had the designation “2d Battalion” and each was commanded by an 
officer named Herbert Smith. 

Lieutenant Colonel Herbert A. Smith, commanding officer, 2d Bat- 
talion, 128th Infantry, was, as the senior of the two Smiths, CO of Urbana 
Force. As soon as reconnaissance indicated what a strong position the 
Japanese had developed at The Triangle, he began flanking operations 
to both sides of what appeared to be the main position. These movements, 
pressed for several days and nights under conditions of almost incredible 
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hardships, had to be made through swamps which were at times neck-deep. 
Company G, 128th Infantry (Lieutenant Theodore Florey), spent a mis- 
erable night in the deepest part of one of these swamps. On both flanks, 
the envelopments emerged against enemy positions as strong as those at 
The Triangle. 

There was again the familiar story of lost direction, communication 
difficulties, ineflfective air support (including a strafing of Colonel Smith’s 
command post by our P-40s), malfunctioning of wet and muddy weapons 
and ammunition, and of wet, sick, and hungry men struggling forward to 
suddenly find themselves under murderous fire, the source of which they 
could not locate. Maps were insufficient in number and inaccurate of 
content; information about the enemy’s strength and positions was non- 
existent. The only solution — and it seemed an almost impossible one — was 
vigorous attack. 

To stimulate decisive action, General Harding decided to send his 
chief of staff. Colonel John W. Mott, to Urbana Force with orders to 
take strong steps when he got there and, if he thought the situation re- 
quired it, to take command. 

Colonel Mott reached the Force command post on the afternoon of 
27 November. After considering all the factors in the situation, he con- 
cluded that he should assume command. He relieved two company com- 
manders (one was sick and the other was soon reinstated), required two 
companies to retrieve some heavy weapons which they had abandoned, 
and made preparations for the launching of an attack on the night of 
29-30 November. His assumption of command also had the advantage of 
permitting Colonel Smith to devote his undivided attention to his own 
battalion. 

General Harding also scheduled an attack by Warren Force for 30 
November. Both attacks were better planned and organized than any pre- 
vious ones. General Harding again tried to get tanks to help Warren Force, 
and was finally allotted thirteen Bren-gun carriers as substitutes because 
no craft capable of carrying the tanks was available. (Actually, the Bren- 
gun carriers did not arrive in time to take part in the attack.) On 
both fronts, better fire support was organized. 

Urbana’s attack got under way before daylight after a difficult, slow, 
and exhausting advance through the swamps in the pitch-black of the 
night. By the end of the day, elements of the 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry, 
had advanced to about a hundred yards from Buna Village but were 
unable to take it. Company F, 128th Infantry, however, did succeed in 
cutting the enemy’s land communications between Buna and Sanananda. 
Enemy strong positions were still intact between the Triangle and the 
coast. 
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Winners of the Distinguished Service Cross during this operation 
were Lieutenants Erwin J. Nummer and Cladie A. Bailey, and Sergeant 
Boyd L. Lincoln. 

The attack by Warren Force was less successful. It got forward in 
most places to the enemy’s main line of resistance, but without tanks or 
artillery capable of destroying the enemy’s bunkers — and with little equip- 
ment for, or training in, attacks on well-built defensive works, this ad- 
vance, too, was stopped. 

Colonel Tomlinson’s command had also had its troubles in its advance 
in the Australian zone. Although it had made some progress, it was not 
until 1300, 26 November, that a coordinated attack was finally launched. 
Supported by one battery of Australian Artillery, the infantry advance 
began in an encouraging manner but was soon stopped by stiff resistance. 
Colonel Tomlinson and several members of his staff were well forward 
during the attack and had narrow escapes when pinned down by enemy 
fire. Major Simon Warmenhoven, regimental surgeon, was later awarded 
the DSC for his work in aiding wounded Australians under heavy fire. 

The next day, Japanese counterattacked vigorously, but were held off. 
The arrival of Cannon Company and Antitank Company at Soputa after 
a hard march from Wairope helped the Allied situation, although these 
men were too tired and hungry for immediate use. 

It is not possible within the jjermissible size limits of this book 
to go into the details of every phase of these operations. As has been 
suggested in the foreword, the reader who desires to study more precisely 
any part of a campaign is referred to the excellent official histories prepared 
under direction of the Chief of Military History of the Department of the 
Army. Dr. Samuel Milner’s comprehensive Victory in Papua covers the 
operations of the 32d Division in great detail. It has been the principal 
source of this chapter. To give a picture of one part of the operations 
of Colonel Tomlinson’s command, the following is quoted from Dr. Milner’s 
description of Tomlinson’s attack on 30 November which had as its prin- 
cipal objective the establishment of a roadblock astride the Soputa — San- 
ananda track and in rear of the Japanese forward positions: 

The main effort was to be on the left. On 29 November 
Colonel Tomlinson ordered Major Baetcke, his executive officer, 
to proceed' to Major Bond’s position on the left flank and take 
command of the troops there. These troops now included Com- 
panies I and K, elements of Company M and 3d Battalion head- 
quarters, and the Cannon and Antitank Companies. The last two 
units had moved up from Soputa and taken up a position on 
Bond’s rear. Baetcke’s instructions were to attack eastward on 30 
November, and in concert with a further frontal attack by Major 
Boerem, and an attack on the right by Major Zeeff, to establish 
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a road block to the rear of the main e?iemy position in the track 
junction, 

Baetcke reached Bond's position late on the morning of 29 
November, He was accompanied by 1st Lt. Peter L, Dal Ponte, 
commanding officer of the Service Company, whom he had cho- 
sen to be his assistant. As nearly as could be made out. Bond's 
position to the west of both the Cape Killerton trail and the 
Soputa-Sanananda track lay about 700 yards from the one and 
1 ,600 yards from the other, Baetcke quickly worked out a plan 
of attack. The line of departure was to be about 200 yards 
northeast of Bond's main position and about 500 yards west of 
the Killerton trail. At the prescribed time the troops would attack 
straight east and move astride the Soputa-Sanananda track 1 ,400 
yards away. 

The units in assault would be under command of Major 
Bond, who was to be accompanied by Lieutenant Daniels. The 
attacking force of 265 men was to include Company I under 
Captain Shirley, the Antitank Company under its commanding 
officer. Captain Roger Keast, a light machine gun section of 
Company M, and a communication detachment from 3d Battalion 
headquarters. Company K and Cannon Company, both under 
command of Captain Medendorp, were to be in support. Led by 
Lieutenant Lytle, Company K would take up a position behind 
the line of departure and execute a holding attack by fire. The 
Cannon Company, under its commander, 1st Lt. John L. Fenton, 
would remain in reserve to the rear of Company K and would 
come to its aid should it come under enemy attack. 

Early on the morning of 30 November the 126th Infantry 
attacked the Japanese on the right, in the center, and on the 
left. The attack on the right by Company L met no opposition 
for about 150 yards but was then brought to a complete halt by 
a strong Japanese force that Colonel Tsukamoto had deployed 
there for just that purpose. Companies C and D in the center 
did not do as well and gained only a few yards. The real success 
of the day was registered on the left. 

Major Bond's force left the line of departure at 0900, after 
a ten-minute artillery and mortar preparation. It inoved in col- 
umns of companies. Company I leading. The supporting fire of 
Company K proved very effective and drew strong retaliatory 
fire from the enemy. At first the troops had no trouble dealing 
with the enemy to the front. About 400 yards beyond the line 
of departure, as they started moving through a large knnai patch, 
they were met from virtually all sides by hostile rifle, mortar and 
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machine gun fire. Major Bond was wounded about 0930 and had 
to be evacuated. The attack lost its momentum and for a time 
bogged down completely. Learning of the difficulty. Major 
Baetcke came up from the rear, rallied the troops and, leading 
the way, cleared the enemy out of the kunai flat. Captain Shirley 
took command and the attack continued. 

After eliminating the resistance on the kunai fiat, the troops 
fought several minor skirmishes with small parties of the enemy 
who seemed to be patrolling the area. About a thousand yards 
out, they lan into jungle and swamp terrain more difficult than 
anything they had previously encountered. The undergrowth in 
the jungle was almost impenetrable, but the real difficulty came 
when the men reached a 300-yard stretch of knee deep swamp. 
The Japanese, who had cut hidden fire lanes commanding the 
swamp, temporarily stopped Captain Shirley's troops with knee- 
mortar and machine gun fire just as they were trying to clear it. 
Shirley's men finally succeeded in crossing the swamp and dis- 
persing the enemy. A little way out of the swamp the troops 
came upon a well-travelled trail leading straight east and followed 
it. At 1700 Company I's scouts reported an enemy bivouac area 
directly ahead. What followed is best told by one who was present. 
(Lt. Dal Ponte): ''At this point Captain Shirley ordered his Com- 
pany I, deployed with two platoons abreast and supporting 
platoon following in the center rear, to insert bayonets and assault 
the... enemy positions (endeavoring to get his objective prior 
to darkness). The attack was well executed and successful. Cap- 
tain Shirley, after driving the enemy from this position, organ- 
ized perimeter defense by placing his rifle platoons of Company 
I west of the road; 1 LMG squad. Company M, near the road 
on the northern portion of the perimeter; and 1 LMG squad. 
Company M, on the southern portion of the perimeter. AT Com- 
pany had been deployed east of the road. The perimeter was in 
and established by about ... 1830 .. . About two hours later we 
were getting heavy mortar fire in the perimeter and later attacks 
from the northeast on the AT Company's sector, and subsequently 
from the northwest on Company I's sector. Both were repulsed 
with few casualties." 

In storming the bivouac area, the Shirley force had killed a 
score of Japanese: it had captured two disabled Ford trucks, a 
variety of auto repair tools, a little food, and some medical sup- 
plies: but most important of all, it had gained its objective. The 
captured bivouac area, a comparatively open, oval shaped space 
about 250 yards long and 150 yards wide, lay astride the track 
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1,500 yards to the rear (north) of the track junction and ap- 
proximately 300 forward (south) of the Japanese second line of 
defense higher up on the track. The long-sought roadblock, to 
the rear of the Japanese positions in the track junction, had 
finally been established. 

In the meantime, the detachment under Major Bert Zeeff, attacking 
to the right, had also made good progress, but it ran into strong enemy 
positions before it could link up with Baetcke’s force. Later, Zeeff’s detach- 
ment was strongly counterattacked, and Colonel Tomlinson finally ordered 
Zeeff to withdraw. Zeeff lost about a dozen men killed, including one of 
the last of his medical aid men, Private Hymie Y. Epstein, who had 
repeatedly distinguished himself by heroic action; but he succeeded in mak- 
ing a successful withdrawal and brought out his wounded. 

All of the troops in the Australian Zone were by now in bad shape. 
Malaria and other diseases had reduced the Australian forces to a point 
where they were insufficient in numbers to take effective offensive action. 
The Americans were also steadily being reduced in strength by casualties 
and sickness. There was little hope of an early decision in the 7th Division’s 
area. 

In the 32d Division’s zone, the supply situation was again acute. By 
the 28th, enemy action and accidents had reduced the number of luggers 
in operation to one. In reporting these losses to General Herring, General 
Harding said in a letter: “That finishes the Red Arrow freighters. There 
is nothing left except one small craft with a kicker that will make two 
knots. . . ” 

The air lift capacity was inadequate for the needs of the troops, 
great difficulty was experienced in enforcing correct priorities, and once 
supplies were delivered on the Dobodura air strip there still remained 
the major problem of getting them to the front. Native carriers would not 
go into the areas being reached by enemy fire. The combat troops them- 
selves had to complete the deliveries. The only motor transport available 
was a few jeeps, and even they could be used to a very limited extent. 

The official, but perhaps incomplete battle casualty figures by the end 
of November were: 82 killed in action, 85 missing in action, and 325 

wounded — a total of 492. These losses were not in themselves the explana- 
tion of the Division’s failure to make an effective penetration of the enemy’s 
main line of resistance. Nonbattle casualties; physical weakness from lack 
of shelter; proper rations, and rest; inadequate training; and possibly poor 
leadership at the various levels of command- — these were more probable 
reasons. This last factor was now to be vigorously examined. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


THE PAPUAN CAMPAIGN: 
THE CAPTURE OF BUNA 


Lieutenant General Eichelberger (he had been promoted in October) 
had made one attempt during November to visit and observe the elements 
of the 32d Division which were in action. They would presumably revert to 
his I Corps at some time in the not distant future; he also wanted infor- 
mation on which to base training programs to prepare other troops for 
combat against the Japanese. At Port Moresby, when he started to make 
arrangements for the flight over the Ow^n Stanleys, he found that Mac- 
Arthur’s chief of stafT, General Sutherland, had other ideas. To Eichel- 
berger’s surprise, he w^as told that he was to return to Australia at once to 
select a camp site for the “incoming 25th Division.” Also, says General 
Eichelberger in Our Jungle Road to Tokyo, Sutherland went to consider- 
able pains to clarify the function of I Corps: “My officers and I were 
not headed for combat; our job was to train troops; and the training 
role was to be ours from then on.” 

Within two weeks the situation in the swamps around Buna was to 
change this concept abruptly. Reports from senior Australians, from Ameri- 
can StafT Officers, and finally from Sutherland himself, apparently convinced 
General MacArthur that drastic action must be taken in regard to leader- 
ship of, and in, the 32d Division. 

Aside from the major influence of the combat situation itself, two 
other factors seem to have led up to this decision. One was General Hard- 
ing’s repeated attempts to get Colonel Tomlinson’s 126th Infantry returned 
to him or some or all of the 127th Infantry flown forward to join his 
command in combat. (Harding had less than half of the Division’s Infantry 
strength, only a few pieces of artillery and small detachments of other 
troops under his command at this time.) The other was his unwillingness 
to relieve his two force commanders, Colonels Mott and Hale. The first he 
thouglu was doing a good job although he at times antagonized “superiors, 
subordinates and contemporaries.” The second. Colonel Hale was the last 
of the National Guard regimental commanders still with the Division, and 
he had been in command of Warren Force only a week. Moreover, in 
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Harding’s opinion Hale and his aggressive and battle-experienced executive, 
Lt. Col. McNab, were doing as well as could be expected with inadequate 
forces against a strong enemy position. 

In any case, MacArthur had now made up his mind, and he acted 
vigorously and emphatically. Eichelberger was ordered to Port Moresby 
at once. Accompanied by Brigadier General Clovis E. Byers, his chief of 
staff, several other staPF officers, and nine enlisted men, he flew to Port 
Moresby on 30 November. 

On arrival Eichelberger reported to General MacArthur for instruc- 
tions. The meeting took place on the veranda of Government House. 
Generals Kenney and Sutherland were with MacArthur, and General Byers 
was also present during the interview. 

In their respective books, Eichelberger and Kenney each gives his 
version of what happened, and each includes ostensibly verbatim quota- 
tions from what were evidently highly dramatic instructions from the 
theater commander. As is natural in quoting these instructions from mem- 
ory, the two do not quite agree on what was said. Eichelberger, for 
example, says MacArthur made this statement; “Bob, I want you to take 
Buna, or not come back alive, and that goes for your chief of staff too.” 
Kenney’s version is: “Bob, that is the job I’m giving you — go get Buna. . . 

I have no illusions about your personal courage, but remember you are 
no use to me — dead.” 

Clearly, Eichelberger was given full authority to take such action 
as he believed necessary to accomplish his mission. He says specifically in 
his account of the interview that he was told: “Relieve Harding.” Both 
Eichelberger and Byers indicate that MacArthur also directed relief of 
regimental and battalion commanders. Kenney does not mention this, but 
implies that, in his own opinion at least, the fault was largely with 
other officers of the Division and that “Harding should have purged that 
bunch of officers long ago.” 

Harding, who of course knew his officers better than Kenney did, 
disagreed, both at the time and later, with the idea that there had been 
any essential failure in leadership on the part of the officers involved. 

In any case, it is evident that MacArthur believed that in spite of 
deficiencies in training and supply, in spite of weather conditions, in spite 
of the high sick rate, aggressive leadership could nevertheless achieve victory 
in the Buna area. Whether or not he believed that it could be done without ’ 
reinforcements of the troops currently engaged in the struggle is not 
entirely clear. 

After conferences with MacArthur’s staff lasting late into the night, 
Eichelberger took off on the morning of 1 December, and forty minutes 
later landed at Dobodura. Shortly thereafter, he assumed command of 
all U.S. troops in the area. 
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He spent the rest of the day in conferences with General Harding and 
other officers. The basic picture, he found, was that the Japanese position 
in the Buna area was about three miles in width and relatively shallow in 
depth. It was all on dry land with excellent lateral communication along 
the beach. One flank was on the sea, which the Japanese navy controlled, 
and the other on unfordable streams. The concealed bunkers, connecting 
trenches, and cleared fields of fire constituted an excellent defensive posi- 
tion. The troops of the 32d, on the other hand, were in morasses which 
had few trails, and these were well known to the enemy. 

Eichelberger evidently agreed with Harding on one point at least, 
for he wrote a letter that night to Sutherland in which he recommended the 
sending forward of “at least one battalion less two companies of the 127th 
Infantry.” 

On 2 December, he visited Urbana Force, and sent his G2 (Colonel 
Gordon Rogers) and his G3 (Colonel Clarence A. Martin) to observe the 
situation on the Warren front. It was a long, hard day for all concerned 
from every point of view. Most of the travel had to be done on foot, the 
new arrivals were under pre.ssure to get results, and the officers and men 
already on the ground felt that the newcomers had no realization of what 
the troops had been through or of the difficulties that they were now 
facing. Eichelberger was accompanied by Harding and Waldron. There 
were some caustic comments by Eichelberger which drew some emphatic 
reactions, particularly from Colonel Mott. The two colonels who visited 
the Warren front did not get back to Dobodura until 2200. Their reports 
were highly critical, and Eichelberger concluded that the day’s purported 
attacks had had no reality on either front. 

In spite of MacArthur’s order to relieve the Division’s senior com- 
manders, the new area commander had not immediately done so. Eichel- 
berger had, certainly, been put in a peculiar position. With no warning, 
m fact after being told that his job was to run training in Australia — he 
was now primarily in command of a fraction of a division instead of a 
corps, and he was clearly expected to produce results no matter how 
ruthless he had to be. It was also unusual that he had apparently been 
ordered to relieve the Division commander rather than make his own 
decision after personal investigation on the scene. There is indeed evidence 
that he still felt that he had some option in the matter. 

In any case, he decided that two things were absolutely necessary: 
Reorganization of the troops and immediate improvement in supply. 
During the ensuing two weeks he made many command changes. He 
relieved Harding and put General Waldron in command of the Division. 
In order to avoid the creation of still another link in the already too 
extensive chain of command, he merged elements of Headquarters I Corps 
with Headquarters 32d Infantry Division under the name of Buna Force 
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Headquarters. Colonel Martin was placed in command of the 128th In- 
fantry and Warren Force. Colonel John E. Grose, I Corps inspector gen- 
eral, took over command of Urbana Force. Colonel Melvin L. McCreary 
succeeded Waldron as Division Artillery commander. Colonel George De 
Graaf, I Corps supply officer, got the job of “immediate improvement of 
supply.” 

While this sweeping shake-up was going on, individuals at the front 
were performing deeds of valor which later earned them the Distinguished 
Service Cross. Among them were Private John E. Combs, Captain Harold 
E. Hantlemann, Lieutenant James I. Hunt, and Staff Sergeant Delmar 
H. Daniels. 

Colonel Mott later contributed a touch of grim humor to an essen- 
tially tragic situation. The day before he was relieved from command of 
Urbana Force, Mott had been told by Eichelberger that he was to be 
decorated with the Silver Star and the Purple Heart. Actually, Mott had 
not been wounded and so did not get the Purple Heart. Mott's comment 
was: “I really should have got that too since I got my throat cut.” 

What were the principal factors contributing to a situation where 
courage was not wanting in many and yet the Division had come so close 
to failure that the theater commander had intervened? The reasons were 
^ many, but they should be examined not only in justice to the Division but 
as a basis for the understanding of its future successes. The Division’s 
trouble, like those of many other American units in the early days of the 
war, stemmed from the position of an America with almost no military 
forces-in-being in a world which included the ruthless aggressiveness of 
the leaders of Germany and Japan. Our military expansion was too great 
in a limited time not to result in serious deficiencies in leaders, weapons, 
equipment, and training. 

The turnover and expansion in the 32d, as in other National Guard 
^ divisions, had been considerable. It was handicapped by its share of the 
national shortage of weapons and equipment. Its training was interrupted 
by moves made necessary by the world situation. During the period from 
February 1942, when General Harding took command, to the Division’s 
entrance into combat in November, the Division was, as Harding says, 
“always getting ready to move, on the move, or getting settled after a move.” 

In Australia, the Division's training was initially influenced by the 
fact that its most probable employment would bo in the defense of Australia. 
Little information was available about Jaj^anese defensive methods, few 
training aids or installations had been developed to teach jungle warfare, 
and weapons and equipment of types j)articularly suited for jungle warfare 
were not available. 

There was no possibility of obtaining additional troops to permit 
rotation of troops in combat. (As late as August 1943, at the Quadrant 
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Conference in Quebec, the British were to raise the question as to whether 
operations in New Guinea might not be restricted with the view to releas- 
ing troops, or at least supplies, for the invasion of Europe.) 

Aside from the supply shortages common to all theatres of the war, 
the Southwest Pacific Area had the major handicap of its long supply 
lines. Its climate and terrain — in Papua at least — could not have been 
worse. The chain of command — from MacArthur to the Division through 
two Australian headquarters — naturally caused some difficulties. 

Finally, the 32d Infantry Division had both the honor and the handi- 
cap of being one of the first American Divisions to be tested in battle. 

These causes, in total, resulted in heartbreak for the Division as a 
whole, and for General Harding and several of his senior officers. To their 
credit, some of them, Harding included, went to other commands and 
important contributions to the winning of the war. The sweeping changes 
in command were, of course, highly disturbing to many not directly affected. 

It should be noted, too, in fairness to the officers and men of the 
Division who bore the burden of the early days of the Buna campaign, 
that it was not, as will be seen, until another regiment of the Division 
plus- a reinforced brigade of veteran Australian troops was brought in that 
the Buna area was captured. 

In Our Jungle Road to Tokyo, General Eichelberger summarizes his 
opinion of the 32d Division: 

A great deal has been said and whispered about the 32d 
Division, and much of it makes no sense. The 32d which "failed"" 
at Buna was the same 32d that won the victory there. No one 
else did. Later, rejuvenated and retrained, the Division went 
on to establish a superior combat record in the Philippines cam- 
paign. The 32d originally was a Wisconsin-Michigan National 
Guard outfit. It went into Buna "high"" on itself, full of con- 
fidence, put quite unprepared and untrained for the mise ries and 
terrors of jungle so alien to the experience of boys from_ the 
clipped green lawns and serene streets of the small-town Middle 
West. Almost all troops are afraid in battle because almost all 
men are afraid. That is where leadership comes in. There were 
men and officers who failed at Buna. But any historian will be 
hard put to discover in this war a division which earned, and 
deserved, so many citations and decorations for individual brav- 
ery. The record is there. And often beside the printed citation 
is the sad and significant little star which means "Posthumous."" 
Eichelberger goes on to say that to understand the 32d, one must 
remember what it had gone through in its first weeks in Papua, and how 
quickly the men were riddled with malaria, dengue fever, tropical dysen- 
tery, and covered with jungle ulcers. Soon after he arrived at the front. 
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he had the temperatures of the men of one company taken, and every 
member was running a fever. 

When the situation is viewed in the light of later knowledge it is 
evident that the only solution of the Division’s problems was victory. It 
had to drive the Japanese from their positions or meet defeat and death 
in the swamps. Retreat over the mountains was impossible. And in the 
bigger picture, the Buna area was vital to the Allied cause in the South- 
west Pacific. 

With the freedom of action that goes with being a new commander 
(and wearing three stars), Eichelberger stopped for two days all fighting 
as far as the enemy’s activities permitted in order to unscramble the 
mixed smaller units and improve the supply situation. He also got back 
Colonel Tomlinson and his 126th Infantry headquarters including about 
sixty men of Headquarters Company. General Herring had definitely 
refused to accede to a similar request for this change when Harding made 
it a few days before. But the fact was that all of the other troops of the 
126th which were under Australian command were by now engaged in the 
maintaining of the roadblock and the regimental commander and his head- 
quarters were not needed. Major Baetcke, with Major Zeeff as his execu- 
tive, took over command of the remaining American troops in the 
Australian zone. Another encouraging event was the arrival at Dobodura of 
advance parties of the 127th Infantry. 

On the Warren front, the arrival of five Bren-gun carriers manned by 
Australians and some forty tons of food and ammunition helped brighten 
the picture. 

On the morning of 5 December, the day set for an attack by both 
forces, Warren Force was deployed from right to left in the order: 3d Bat- 
talion, 128th Infantry; 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry; Australian 2/6 Inde- 
pendent Company; 1st Battalion 126th Infantry (less the Boerem detach- 
ment). The Bren-gun carriers were with the 3d Battalion, 128th Infantry, 
and were to attack straight up the coast. 

The attack was preceded by an ineffective strike of six A-20’s, and 
by a brief artillery preparation. The lightly armored, open-topped Bren-gun 
carriers, completely inadequate for the tank role assigned them, were all 
knocked out within twenty minutes in spite of the gallantry of their crews, 
nearly all of whom were killed or wounded. The second in command of 
the carriers, Lieutenant Ian Walker, was not actually involved in the 
attack, but hearing of the disaster, he went forward on foot accompanied 
by an enlisted man. Under cover of rifle fire from Company L, 128th 
Infantry, the two Australians removed the guns and ammunition from 
three of the carriers. Lieutenant Walker then, alone, went further forward 
to try to recover the weapons and ammunition of the other two carriers. 
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He fell mortally wounded. The American DSC was awarded to him post- 
humously. 

The day’s fighting on the Warren front resulted in only minor ad- 
vances. The well-organized Japanese defensive fires stopped the Allied 
frontal attacks; intense heat, quicksands, and deep water contributed to 
another failure. 

On the Urbana front, the attack, preceded by a B-25 attack and 
artillery and mortar fire, got off at 1030. Forward to observe the actions 
were Generals Eichelberger and Waldron, Colonels De Graaf, Rogers, Mc- 
Creary and Tomlinson, Lt. Colonel Merle H. Howe (the Division G-3), 
and Captain Daniel K. Edwards, (General Eichelberger’s aide). Before 
the day was over, these “observers” were all in the fight. General Waldron 
and Captain Edwards had received serious wounds, and Eichelberger had 
revised his opinion of the 32d’s fighting ability upward and thought 
there was “much to be proud of in the day’s operations.” 

This was no rear-echelon opinion based on reports, but resulted from 
first-hand participation in the action. Edwards was just behind the General 
when he was hit, and General Waldron was only fifty yards away when 
he received his wound. Colonel Oliver O. Dixon, then a captain, remem- 
bers that when Waldron was carried to an aid station, he was well down 
a line of nearly a hundred casualties, but resisted all attempts to administer 
to him until his turn came. General Waldron was a fifty-year-old artillery- 
man, a graduate of West Point and, in Eichelberger’s phrase, “a fine 
soldier.” His wound was to result eventually in his retirement. 

General Eichelberger now appointed General Byers to the command 
of the forward elements of the 32d. He was a cavalryman, a graduate 
of the U. S. Military Academy in 1920, and also of the Command and 
General Staff School and the Army War College. Brig. Gen. Frayne Baker, 
who was in command of the Division’s elements in Australia and was 
senior to Byers, became the acting Division Commander. (General Harding 
continued as the assigned Division Commander until 15 February 1943 
when he left Australia to assume another command, but he was on detached 
service during the period and did not function as Division Commander.) 
Baker had served in World War I as a Major in the Quartermaster Corps. 
He continued his service in the National Guard after discharge, on the 
staff of 34th Division headquarters. He transferred to the Infantry on 22 
December 1936 as a lieutenant colonel, was promoted to colonel on 7 
January 1941, and brigadier general 5 August 1941. He was a graduate 
of the Command and General Staff School and the Army War College 
G4 course. 

The attack met strong opposition and did not gain the objective — 
Buna Village. There were, however, several encouraging features of the 
day’s work. General Eichelberger’s activities during the day could be well 


Digitized 


i» Goi.)gle 


Origifkal from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




THE CAPTURE OF BUNA 


CpI. CKarf ©5 Cloridge of Roodiborg# iooJjiitg into doorway of Japonose piJtbojiij 

Dt/fopo PlantotJony Cope Endaiodere, Now Ouinoo, D«co*T>ber 23» } 942 ^ 

{Courtesy/ Signal Corps. U.S Antty.) 




Interior of a Japanese Bunker in the Duropa Plantation/ neQ^ tb« New Strip, Cope En* 
doitidere. New Guinea. Note the aand-fitled oil drums used to reinforce the potmJog 
structure covered with earth and vegetation. December 74 , 1942. 

(Courtesy, Signal Corps, U.Sn Army.) 


Digitize i 


Go gle 


Qrigiiwi tre; i 

! j-giVERE.'r- OF ■ E'HIGAN 


Digiti 



REDURROW 




CopK. Khoi( of Two Rivers^ Wl$contin* ond R»ginoid C. Ctorko, AustfoUa, examtn^ 
£4 COpfUrbd Jopftn# 4 « Aick'Qtk gu»* in o bombproof to New Ouineo. December 26, 

1^42. (Coorresy. Srgnol Corps, U S Armvji 


firing piH ond bunkef entronces. Intricote *y$tnm of frenche* leading from pillbox 
to pillbox enobled Japs to move onobserved> Boita Mission, New Guinea. December 28, 
1942. (Courtesy. Signol Corps, U S. Army.) 


■ V . - ‘riginafe-fv 

UN'VER".T" OF Mf 


THE CAPTURE OF BUNA 


91 


classified, from an academic viewpoint, as interference but were, as a prac- 
tical matter, assurances of maximum effort. Contrary to front-line custom 
at the time, he was wearing his insignia of rank, and his three stars were 

in evidence to the tired, dirty doughboys that the high command was 

taking a very personal interest in the fight. 

The 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry had made the main attack with 
Cannon Company, 128th Infantry, on its left. Cannon Company soon ran 
into trouble, and a platoon of Company F, 126th Infantry (Lieutenant 
Paul L. Schwartz) was sent to reinforce it. Later, Major Chester M. Beaver 
of the Division staff was put in command of Cannon Company, and to- 
gether with Lieutenant Schwartz managed to get forward to the edge of 

the village. Company E, 126th Infantry (Captain Schultz), also got for- 
ward until it was about fifty yards from the village. Two platoon com- 
manders, Lieutenant Thomas E. Knode and First Sergeant Paul R. Lut- 
jens, were severely wounded while gallantly leading their units, and 
Sergeant Harold E. Graber of the same company was killed when he 
advanced, firing a light machine gun from the hip, against an enemy 
strongpoint. 

Lieutenant Robert H. Odell, commanding Company F, had the unique 
experience of getting his attack orders from a lieutenant general when 
Eichelberger personally explained how he wanted the company to advance. 
The attack, led by Lieutenant Odell and First Sergeant George Pravda, 
made some progress but was soon stopped with heavy casualties. 

The most successful attack of the day was made by a platoon of 
Company H, attached to Captain Bailey’s Company G. Vigorously led by 
German-bom Staff Sergeant Herman J. F. Bottchcr, this little force of 
eighteen men reached the sea on the far right. This not only completed 
the encirclement of Buna Village, but cut the Japanese communication 
road between the Village and Buna Mission. Bottcher held his position 
against violent counterattacks from both sides. As General Eichelberger 
said: “The breakthrough was, possibly, lucky; the holding of the position 
was accomplished by intelligence and sheer guts:” 

The 2d Battalion, 128th Infantry, had meanwhile encircled the Japa- 
nese who were still in positions to the right rear of the troops investing 
Buna Village. 

For their parts in this day’s work, the Distinguished Service Cross 
was later awarded to General \\’aldron. Colonel DeGraaf, Colonel Rogers, 
Lieutenant Colonel Howe, Major Beaver, Captain Edwards, Lieutenants 
Schwartz and Knode, and Sergeants Lutjens, Graber and Bottcher. In 
addition, Lutjens was given a battlefield promotion to 2nd Lieutenant, and 
Bottcher was raised, on the recommendation of General Eichelberger, 
directly to the rank of captain of infantry. 
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Eichelberger was convinced by the day’s events on the Warrent front 
that the Japanese final defensive positions there were too strong to be 
overrun by frontal assaults. He had also learned from General Herring 
that he could expect in the near future to get reinforcements in the form of 
Australian troops, including tanks. In the meantime, he decided to keep con- 
stant pressure on the enemy by means of fire and small probing attacks. 
Specific pillboxes and bunkers would be selected for attack and then elimi- 
nated one at a time. At the same time. Colonel Martin started a tightening 
up of personal appearance, care of equipment, and sanitation. He also got 
his troops sorted out, and stray companies returned to their proper bat- 
talions. 

On 10 December the Australian 2/6 Independent Company was re- 
turned to the 7th Division. On the 13th, Eichelberger decided to make 
further command changes in Warren Force. He put Major Beaver in 
command of the 1st Battalion, 126th Infantry, in place of Lieutenant 
Colonel Carrier, who was suffering from a heart ailment. Major Gordon 
Clarkson of the I Corps staff took over the 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry, 
in place of Lieutenant Colonel McCoy, who went to the Division staff. 
Lieutenant Colonel McNab, executive officer of Warren Force, swapped 
jobs with Lieutenant Colonel Miller, commanding officer of the 3d Bat- 
talion, 128th Infantry. All of these shifts were routine ones and involved 
no reflection on any of the officers concerned. 

Urbana Force also had an important command change. On the 7th, 
Colonel Tomlinson took over as commander from Colonel Grose. It was 
logically his command, and Grose had been promised command of the 
127th Infantry which was scheduled for early participation in the cam- 
paign. 

Bottcher’s troops were bitterly attacked on the morning of the 7th 
both from Buna Village and from Buna Mission. Among the small rein- 
forcements added to Bottcher’s command the previous day was Corporal 
Harold L. Mitchell, Company H, 126th Infantry, whose alertness and vigor- 
ous action contributed strongly to the successful repelling of these attacks. 
He was awarded the DSC for his part in the fight. 

Later in the day. Major Smith was severely wounded while encour- 
aging the attacks of Companies E and G. He was succeeded in command 
of the 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry, by Captain Boice, regimental 
S2. The only gain of the day was by a platoon sized company under 
Lieutenant Odell. The Japanese that evening attempted to send help to 
the Village from the Mission by sea, but the alert Bottcher, although he 
had been wounded in the course of the day’s fighting, broke up the effort 
with machine-gun fire. 

In the next few days the 2d Battalion, 126 Infantry, continued the 
attack on the village, successfully threw back a fanatical counterattack. 
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unsuccessfully tried to use two flame throwers which had recently arrived 
at the front, and added two awards of the Distinguished Service Cross 
to the list of decorations won by members of the unit. Lieutenant James 
G. Downer won his leading an attack which cost him his life; Private 
1st Class Walter A. Bajdek won his when he dashed through enemy-held 
territory and established communication with an advanced observation 
post. 

By this time, the battalion was reduced to a total strength of about 150 
men. Extremely hot days and torrential rains at night had contributed 
to the exhaustion resulting from almost constant combat. Part of the 127th 
Infantry was now available. Colonel Grose had taken over command of 
the regiment replacing Lieutenant Colonel Edwin J. Schmidt, who con- 
tinued with the regiment as executive officer. On 10 and 11 December 
the 3d Battalion of the 127th relieved the 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry. 

Small gains were made the next two days, and at 0700 on the 14th 
an all-out attack on the Village began. There was no opposition. The 
garrison, probably reduced to about a hundred men by this time, had 
evacuated the area the night before, apparently by swimming along the 
coast to the west. Later in the day. Company K eliminated a small group 
of Japanese found east of the Village. 

One more Red Arrow Battalion had experienced its first World War 
II combat, and acquired one DSC in the process. On the 13th, Sergeant 
Samuel G. Winzenraid, Company L, 127th Infantry, had single-handedly 
and on his own initiative reduced an enemy bunker with hand grenades. 

The problem of the enemy troops in the Coconut Grove area southeast 
of Buna Village was next on the list for Urbana Force. Lieutenant Colonel 
Herbert A. Smith and his executive, (Major Roy F. Zinser) knew that 
their 2d Battalion, 128th Infantry, would draw this mission as soon as 
Buna Village was captured, but the total strength of the battalion was 
down to about 350 men and actually only about a hundred men were 
available to start the attack when Smith was ordered to do so. 

The advance started in mid-aftemoon of 15 December. Progress was 
slow that afternoon and early the next morning. Major Zinser, and Captain 
Joseph M. Stehling (CO of Company E), both personally led units as 
small as squads. Two men of Company E made possible the reduction of 
the big bunker which was the key to the position. While Private Bernar- 
dino Y. Estrada covered him with fire from his BAR, Corporal Daniel F. 
Rini ran forward, jumped to the top of the bunker, and pushed hand 
grenades thru the firing slits. Both were killed a little later. They and 
Major Zinser were awarded the DSC. Only one prisoner was captured, 
and he was wounded. 

General Byers who had gone forward to observe the attack, was 
wounded in the course of this day’s fighting. General Eichelberger was 


Digitized by 


Gougle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




fm 

"*'l* 1^1 

if 

'-mm 




THE CAPTURE OF BUNA 


95 


now the only U. S. general officer left in the combat area, so he took over 
direct command of the forward elements of the 32d Division. With three 
generals knocked out of action by enemy fire, Eichelberger says in Our 
Jungle Road to Tokyo that he permitted himself a grim chuckle as he 
remembered a fragment of the World War I song: 

The General won the Croix de Guerre 
But the so-and-so was never there- 
H inkey, dinkey, parlez-vous. 

Eichelberger also pays tribute to the National Guard Officers of the 
Division : 

There were many threat combat commanders amonp> the Na- 
tional Guard officers of the 32d Division, In crises, I would like 
to have them a^ain as comrades, I can mention only a few here: 
Colonels Merle H, Howe of Michigan and Herbert M, Smith of 
Wisconsin, Major H, E. Hantlemann of Iowa, Major Edmund R, 
Schroeder of Wisconsin, the inimitable Captain W. H, Dames of 
Wisconsin, whose Company G, I27th Infantry, never made a 
wrong move in battle. 

The supply situation was now definitely improving, and the engineers 
had made good progress in building jeep trails to the front although they 
sometimes had to build a bridge a hundred feet long to cross a stream 
which was actually only six feet wide but bordered by swamps. 

The artillery situation both as to guns (the Australian 25-pounders 
were too light) and ammunition continued to be unsatisfactory. The really 
cheering news was the arrival of Brigadier George F. Wootten, his head- 
quarters, eight light M3 tanks, and a battalion of infantry in the Warren 
area. These Australian troops had been brought to the area by sea and by 
marching. Another battalion was expected within a few days. On 17 
December Wootten took over command of Warren Force. 

Eichelberger set 18 December as D-day for the next attack. Warren 
Force was assigned as successive objectives Cape Endaiadere, the New 
Strip, the Old Strip, and Giropa Point. Urbana Force, beginning its 
attack one day later, was to clean out the Triangle, drive through to the 
coast, and cut the coast road between Giropa Point arid Buna Mission. 

VAarren Force's attack got off to a good start. The tank sejuadron 
with seven tanks (one was held out) got into position late on the 17th 
and on the right of the line under cover of the noise of a mortar barrage 
without the enemy discovering its presence. The two battalions of the 
128th Infantry pulled back some 300 yards between 0600 and 0645 on 
the morning of the 18th until they were behind a taped-out line of 
departure. From 0650 to 0700 there was an intensive air, artillery and 
mortar preparation during which the Australian 2/9 Battalion completed 
its move forward to the line of departure. 


Digitized by 


Gougle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



96 


RED ARROW 


Promptly at 0700, the tanks and infantry began their attack northward 
across Duropa Plantation toward Cape Endaiadere. Behind them, the 3d 
Battalion, 128th Infantry, followed to mop up the area, while the 1st 
Battalion swung west to aid the Australians who ran into stiff opposition 
from enemy bunkers off the eastern end of the New Strip. 

On the left, the 1st Battahon, 126th Infantry, kept pressure on the 
positions at the west end of the strip. 

In spite of heavy casualties and the loss of two tanks, the Australians 
drove to Cape Endaiadere within an hour, and then turned west along the 
coast until they ran into a strong enemy position not far from Strip Point. 

The fight at the cast end of the New Strip had by now become so 
intense that all the Australian tanks were put into it. By late afternoon 
the strongpoint which consisted of nearly twenty pillboxes, some of rein- 
forced concrete construction, w'as overrun. Duropa Plantation had turned 
out to be good tank country, as General Harding had thought, and the 
tanks had been the decisive element in the day’s successes. 

By dark, Allied units were considerably scrambled and some mopping 
up remained to be done. The 19th was devoted to getting things straight- 
ened out. On the 20th and 21st, the job of clearing the enemy from the 
area north and cast of Simemi Creek was completed after some severe 
fighting. The Australian 2/10 Battalion had arrived as expected and gone 
into brigade reserve. 

Simemi Creek was a considerable obstacle. The one bridge, located 
midway between the New Strip and the Old Strip, was practically a cause- 
way some 125 ft. long. The creek itself varied with the weather, but was 
normally about six feet wide and equally deep at the bridge. The swamps 
on each side were also major obstacles both for men and tanks. 

The first attempt to cross the bridge was made by elements of the 
1st Battalion 128th Infantry, at about noon on the 20th. The Japanese had 
blown a large hole near the middle of the bridge, and as the Americans 
advanced to the bridge they found that it was covered by the fire of 
well-sited machine guns supported by riflemen. Private Steve W. Parks 
earned the Distinguished Service Cross by rescuing a seriously wounded 
fellow soldier during the unsuccessful action. 

The next attempt was made later in the day by a detachment from 
the 1st Battalion, 126th Infantry, under Lieutenant John E. Sweet. Under 
cover of a smoke screen, a catwalk was successfully carried forward to the 
hole in the bridge, but it was not long enough to span the gap. Sweet was 
also awarded the DSC. 

Although Colonel Martin and Major Beaver both energetically pushed 
attempts to cross the creek at other points, none was successful. The 2/10 
Battalion was committed to the task late on the 20th, and the following 
afternoon, after extensive reconnoitering sometimes in water up to the 
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men’s necks, found a place where the creek could be forded a few hundred 
yards below the bridge, and made an undetected crossing. 

The difficulties of the crossing rather than enemy opposition resulted 
in a delay until noon of the 23d before the Australians were able to clear 
the area on the far side of the bridge. In the meanwhile, the 3d Platoon 
(Lieutenant James Doughtie) of Company C, 114th Engineer Battalion, 
had begun the work of repairing the bridge. Although fire continued to 
come into the area from Japanese positions near the Old Strip even after 
the Australians had cleared the immediate vicinity of the bridge, the en- 
gineers proc?eded rapidly and efficiently to get in a span which permitted 
Major Beaver’s 1st Battalion, 126th Infantry, to cross. By dark, the bridge 
was ready to carry tanks. Lieutenant Doughtie was later awarded the 
Distinguished Serv ice Cross for his part in this task. 

Major Clarkson's 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry, crossed the bridge that 
evening, and moved up on the left of Major Beaver’s battalion. 

At about the same time, two Japanese motorboats sank an ammunition 
barge at Hariko in spite of small-arms fire directed at them by men of 
Service Company, 128th Infantry. This resulted in strengthening of beach 
defenses as there was no assurance that the enemy might not continue to 
reinforce his garrison as he had done several times before. 

Early on the 24th, four tanks crossed the bridge and joined the 2/10 
Battalion on the far right of the Allied line. An all-out attack was set 
for 0950. It got off to a good start, but Colonel Yamamoto, the Japanese 
commander, had done an excellent job of organizing the defenses of the 
Old Strip area. The swamps on both sides gave flank protection, and barbed 
wire, trenches, and bunkers had been organized into a strong position of 
considerable depth with artillery pieces and machine guns well located. 
Three of the four Australian tanks had been committed to the initial 
advance, and they were soon knocked out. The infantry, both Australian 
and American, were soon stopped or reduced to a very slow and costly 
advance. 

From the 24th to the 28th, Warren Force was to experience bitter 
fighting, marked by fanatical Japanese resistance, futile attempts to struggle 
through the swamps on the enemy’s flanks, and many examples of individ- 
ual courage and devotion to duty. 

On Christmas Day the Allied units attacked at 0700. For Colonel 
Martin it was a particularly active day. A graduate of Virginia Military 
Institute who had won the Silver Star in World War I, he refused to be 
stopped by the fact that he was suffering from malaria. (He was destined, 
incidentally, to be a major general and division commander before the 
war was finished.) When the American battalions made little progress, 
Martin ordered that a detachment of the 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry, 
be sent into the swamp to envelop the enemy’s right flank. When the 
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Men ConHXsny “L". 3rd Battalion, T28th Infantry, 33d Infantry Division, crossing 
footbridge between Warisoto Ploototioo and Borio, New Goinea. November t5< 1942. 
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commander of this detachment reported that the swamp was impenetrable, 
Martin personally accompanied another detachment consisting of fifteen 
men from Company A, 128th Infantry, under command of Lieutenant 
George J. Hess, far enough into the swamp to assure himself that the 
task could be accomplished. Hess, who had been picked for the task by 
Major Clarkson, pushed energetically ahead after Martin left him and 
succeeded in getting around to the enemy’s rear. He did not have enough 
strength to attack, and Martin was unable to get additional troops to 
his location until early nightfall when Company C, 128th Infantry (Lieu- 
tenant Donald A. Foss), joined Hess. The Army official history of the 
campaign says of Martin: “At one point in the day’s fighting he climbed 
a tall tree that overlooked the Japanese positions in order to get a better 
bead on enemy troops lurking in the tall grass immediately to his front. 
From this vantage point he killed several of them with a rifle.’’ The 
record indicates that Colonel Martin’s courageous leadership on Christmas 
Day was typical rather than exceptional. It is significant that the citation 
for the award of the DSC to him does not refer to one act, but covers the 
period 3 December 1942 to 5 January 1943. 

One company of Australians was also sent through the swamp and 
went into position near Company C. On the 26th, 27th and 28th, the 
fight for the Old Strip area continued. The enemy resistance was fanatical 
and included counterattacks both during the days and at night. The last 
was at about 0400 on 29 December. About twenty Japanese participated, 
and the attackers penetrated to the command post of Company C, 128th 
Infantry. The American losses were 15 killed and 12 wounded. Among 
those killed was Lieutenant Sheldon M. Donnelly, the company command- 
er. The attack gained no ground, however, and the Old Strip was now 
in Allied hands. 

In the meantime, Urbana Force had started on its missions of capturing 
The Triangle, and driving through to the coast. The capture of Buna 
Village and the prospect of soon having the whole of the 127th Infantry 
available had, of course, improved the situation, but the enemy still held 
Musita Island, Entrance Creek was a considerable obstacle, and The Tri- 
angle was a formidable strongpoint. 

A necessary preliminary to the accomplishment of the Force’s missions 
was the establishment of flank protection against enemy attack or reinforce- 
ment from the west. The 128th Infantry detachment at Siwori Village 
was replaced by a platoon of the 126th Infantry under Lieutenant Alfred 
Kirchenbauer, and a fifteen-man detachment from Company F, 126th 
Infantry, led by Lieutenant Schwartz, was sent to Tarakena, a point just 
west of Siwori Village. 

On 18 December, Company L, 1 27th Infantr>', attempted to occupy 
Musita Island. The tidal stream separating the island from the mainland 
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was not wide but it was unfordable even at low tide. No bridging equip- 
ment was available, but the Company, led by Captain Roy F. Wentland, 
got across to the island with the help of a cable hauled over by swimmers. 
Initially, no opposition was encountered, but as they approached the east 
. end of the island they ran into enemy fire. Five men, including Captaii^ 
Wentland, were killed, and six were wounded. That night, for reason^ 
' ffiat are not clear, the company was ordered to withdraw to the mainland. 
As elements of the 127th Infantry arrived. Colonel Tomlinson planned 
to relieve the weary units of the 126th and 1 28th as rapidly as possible. 
Aside from the condition of the men, the strength of the two battalions 
which had been his main units was now so small as to hardly permit 
their functioning as battalions. On 18 December he was able to pull the 
2d Battalion, 128th Infantry, less some heavy-weapons elements, out of the 
operation. Unfortunately, he had to use the 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry, 
less detachments, in another attempt to take The Triangle. 

On 19 December, after an early morning air attack by B-25s and 
A-20s on the enemy positions in The Triangle, Company E and Company 
G, under the personal leadership of Captain Boice, attacked from the 
north while Company F executed a holding attack from the south. The 
main attack was stopped by effective cross-fires. Captain Boice was mor- 
tally .wounded. (He was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross). CaptAin John J. Sullivan succeeded him in command of the bat- 
talion. 

At General Eichelberger’s direction, two more attacks were attempted 
with maximum support of mortar fire including white phosphorus, but 
each time the enemy’s defensive bands of fire from the mutually supported 
bunkers of his main position were too much for the attackers. 

The next day. Colonel Tomlinson began to get the remnants of the 
battalion, now down to a strength of about 240 men, out of the line and 
replace it with elements of the 127th Infantry. 

On 20 December, Company E, 127th Infantry (Captain James L. 
Alford), made another attempt to take The Triangle. After a strong 
artillery and mortar preparation, the company moved forward but was 
soon stopped. Captain Alford wanted to try again and a second attack 
was launched but again did not succeed. The Company’s casualties totaled 
thirty-nine. Lieutenants Paul Whittaker and Donald W. Feury and Staff 
Sergeant John F. Rehak, Jr., were among those killed. Sergeant Rehak was 
posthumously awarded the DSC for his courageous attempt to lead a 
platoon in an infiltration of the Japanese position. 

That evening. Colonel Grose resumed command of Urbana Force. 
His regiment was gradually taken over, and Tomlinson was nearly ex- 
hausted. Each, of course, continued in command of his own regiment. 

General Eichelberger, with the concurrence of General Herring, now 
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decided to contain The Triangle. He planned to by-pass the position and 
attack across Entrance Creek north of The Triangle. 

On the night of 21-22 December, Company K, 127th Infantry (captain 
Alfred E. Meyer), crossed the creek after several daylight attempts had 
failed. Lieutenant Edward M. Greene, Jr., who had led the first effort to 
get a rope across the unfordable stream, was among those killed. The 
company lost a total of fifty-four killed and wounded. Early the next morn- 
ing, Company I (Captain Michael F. Ustruck) crossed the creek farther 
upstream on a footbridge constructed by the engineers and joined Company 
K. 

In the meantime, the efforts to get the 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry, 
out of the fighting had not been entirely successful. Lieutenant Schwartz’s 
detachment had run into difficulties near Tarakena and it had twice been 
necessary to reinforce him with additional small detachments from the 
2d Battalion. Both Schwartz and his successor. Lieutenant James R. Grif- 
fith, were wounded, and Lieutenant Louis A. Chagnon, 127th Infantry, 
took over when he was sent to the area with a small detachment from 
Headquarters Company and Service Company of the 127th. 

On the 22nd and 23rd, elements of the 127th Infantry cleared 
Musita Island. Company H with its heavy weapons was put in position 
on the island to soften up the Buna Mission position with harassing fires. 

The drive across Government Gardens to the sea was scheduled for 
the 24th with the 2d Battalion, 127th Infantry, making the assault and 
Company G in reser\e. The troops had to cross in succession the so-called 
Gardens — actually an area overgrown with kunai — then a swamp some 
125 yards wide, and finally the coconut grove known as Government 
Plantation. The whole area was well prepared for defense with the usual 
mutually supporting bunkers and fire trenches. 

The attack ran into trouble from the start, but the day was marked 
by an unusual number of acts of gallantrx'. An enemy grenade fell close 
to Captain Ustruck of Company I. His First Sergeant, Elmer J. Burr, 
instantly threw himself on the grenade, smothering the explosion with 
his body and saving Captain Ustruck’s life. For this act of “conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity in action above and beyond the call of duty” 
Sergeant Burr was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. 

Another member of the same company to win an award was Private 
Fint Class Albert L. Fisher, who was awarded the DSC when, although 
wounded himself, he crawled forward into an area swept by enemy fire 
to rescue two other wounded men. 

Major Harold M. Hooten, regimental S4, was killed while voluntarily 
going forward to get a first-hand report on the situation for Colonel Grose. 

.Sergeant Francis J. Vondracck, also of Company I, volunteered to 
remain at the front when his company was relieved by Company G, (Cap- 
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tain William H. Dames). He knocked out three bunkers in quick succession 
by throwing grenades into them through the firing apertures, and greatly 
aided the progress of Company G. He was later awarded the DSC. 

Two artillery officers, — Colonel Horace Harding and Lieutenant Col- 
onel Melvin L. McCreary — were also awarded the DSC. Although wounded 
by a shell fragment, McCrear>’ strapped himself in a coconut tree about 
fifty yards from the enemy lines and functioned as an observer until he 
became unconscious from loss of blood. Colonel Harding promptly took 
his place in the same tree. 

Company L, commanded by Lieutenant Marcelles P. Fahres since 
Captain Wentland’s death, made the main effort. With the help of the 
bulk of the fire support and of a diversion created by an unsuccessful 
attack by a platoon of Company A across the north bridge from Musita 
Island, one platoon of Company L led by Lieutenants Fred W. Matz 
and Charles A. Middendorf made a quick advance through the tall grass. 
When it was held up on the outskirts of the Plantation by enemy fire. 
Sergeant Kenneth E. Gruennert, who was in the lead, acted without 
hesitation. In the words of his citation for the Medal of Honor: “Within 
150 yards of the objective, the platoon encountered two hostile pillboxes. 
Sergeant Gruennert advanced alone on the first and put it out of action 
with hand grenades and rifle fire, killing three of the enemy. Seriously 
wounded in the shoulder, he bandaged his wound under cover of the 
pillbox, refusing to withdraw to the aid station and leave his men. He 
then, with undiminished daring and under extremely heavy fire, at- 
tacked the second pillbox. As he neared it he threw grenades which forced 
the enemy out where they were easy targets for his platoon. Before the lead- 
ing elements of his platoon could reach him he was shot by enemy snipers. 
His inspiring valor cleared the way for his platoon which was the first 
to attain the beach in this successful effort to split the enemy position.’' 

Unfortunately, the platoon’s walkie-talkie had failed and it had no 
communication with the company. Under fire from both the Japanese 
and their own artillery, the men of the platoon were in a desperate 
situation. Lieutenant Middendorf w'as killed and Lieutenant Matz had only 
eight men left, one of them seriously wounded. Matz decided to send the 
other men back and to stay with the wounded man. It took the men tw’o 
days to get back, and it was eight days before Matz was rescued. Matz 
was awarded the DSC. 

When Colonel Grose learned that the platoon had apparently broken 
through, he energetically tried to ])ush other troops forward, but only 
Lieutenant Paul M. Krasne and eight men of Company K got through 
to the beach. Finding no trace of Matz' command at the point where 
they reached the sea, they in turn withdrew. All further attemjjts to push 
the attack failed. 


Digitized by 


Gougle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



ARROW 


y- 7 o . 


THE UR84^4 T15HC£ : ' 
AT TACKS TMe ' "rRiANeUt 
. ' WEW«£» ^ ^ 






LSttm - ■ 

tfet**4# l»». 

••5ii*,Vj^i >6(iy 


■^Oi» 




5R£ ; At 




»t(.vw i/ilivfoW V.<H 


(T»>r V Ap» 


»-« 







THE CAPTURE OF BUNA 


107 


The awards of the Medal of Honor to Sergeants Burr and Gruennett 
during the day’s operations were the first to be earned by members of the 
32d Infantry Division during World War II. Both soldiers were from 
Wisconsin. 

General Eichelberger, in a letter to MacArthur written on Christmas 
Day, said, in speaking of the unsuccessful attack “I think the all time low 
of my life occurred yesterday.” Nevertheless, he ordered Grose to continue 
the attack on the 25th. Some progress was made during the day. Eight 
companies of the 127th were now available — A, C, F, G, I, K, L, & M. 
Company F (Captain Byron B. Bradford) made particularly good progress 
and established a defensive perimeter about three hundred yards from the 
sea. Captain James W. Workman, commanding Company C, was killed 
leading an attack on a bunker. He was later awarded the DSC. Sergeant 
William Fale, Private First Class William Balza, and Private Gordon W. 
EofF, all of Headquarters Company, 127th Infantry, also won the DSC 
for their efforts to get telephone wire forward to companies which were 
out of communication with regimental headquarters. 

On the 26th, more progress was made. Company B was committed 
for the first time and Major Edmund R. Schroeder, commander of the 
1st Battalion, 127th Infantry, took charge of the attack. Major Schroeder 
and Lieutenant Robert P. McCampbell (S2 of the 2d Battalion), along 
with Colonel Joseph S. Bradley, Division chief of staff, succeeded in getting 
through to the defensive perimeter held by Company F and a detachment 
from Company A, and were later awarded DSC’s for their achievements. 
Colonel Bradley and Captain Millard G. Gray also won the DSC during 
this period. 

On the 27th, Company B (Lieutenant John B. Lewis) got through 
the perimeter w’here Major Schroeder had organized the position, buried 
the dead, and generally got the situation in hand. Early the next day, 
other units joined up with Major Schroeder’s position, which had elements 
practically on the shore, and Schroeder telephoned Colonel Grose: “Do 
you need any help in the rear areas?” 

The Japanese in The Triangle were now in an untenable position. 
They succeeded in evacuating the position w'ithout their movement being 
discovered. A detachment of Company E, 127th Infantry, led by Sergeant 
Charles E. VVagner and Private First Class James G. Greene, pushing 
cautiously into the area, found it deserted. Urbana Force had accomplished 
its missions. 

On the Warren Front, Brigadier Wooten’s force, reinforced by another 
battalion of Australian infantry and a few more tanks, now began its 
advance along the coast toward Giropa Point. An attack on 29 December 
was not successful, and the 30th and 31st were largely devoted to regroup- 
ing and reconnaissance. On New Year’s Day of 1943, at 0800, the attack 
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was resumed and made good progress. The following morning, with the 
Australians, Major Clarkson’s 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry, and Lieuten- 
ant Colonel McNab’s 3d Battalion, 128th Infantry, all in at the finish, the 
Giropa Point area was taken. McNab was awarded the DSC. As usual, few 
prisoners had been taken. 

Urbana Force in the meantime had been given its next task. On the 
afternoon of 28 December, General Eichelberger told Colonel Grose that 
he was to make an attack on Buna Mission at once; that the attack 
was to be made by the 3d Battalion, 127th Infantry, from Musita Island; 
and that the Battalion was to be split into two elements — one to cross 
on the bridge at the northeast end of the island, the other to move in 
assault boats from the south side of the island. 

Grose was startled by this order. He had naturally expected that 
his force would be given all or part of the task of taking the Mission, 
but he was trying to get his troops reorganized after the confusing advance 
to the coast. He wanted the 3d Battalion to have some much-needed 
rest. 

There was a gap in the bridge and it was covered by enemy fire. 
Surprisingly, Grose was able, with the assistance of some of Eichelberger’s 
staff officers, to get the attack off in about three hours. Six men volunteered 
to go forward with timbers to span the gap in the footbridge, a hazardous 
task as the bridge was about forty feet long. They were: Privates Arthur 
Melanson and Karl Wittelberger, Technicians Fifth Grade Charles H. Gray 
and Bart McDonough of Company A, 114th Engineer Battalion, and Pri- 
vates Elmer R. Hangartner and Edward G. Squires of Company H, 127th 
Infantry. They succeeded in getting the timbers in place, but when the 
leading men of Company K started across the pilings, the far end of the 
bridge collapsed and the bridge was again useless. 

Private Wittelberger had been killed while on the bridge. He and 
five men with him were all later awarded the DSC. Two men of Company 
K, one of them wounded and neither able to swim, were thrown into 
the water when the bridge collapsed. They were later rescued by Lieu- 
tenant William H. Bragg, Jr., and three enlisted men who swam across 
the creek under cover of darkness. 

Colonels Bowen and Rogers were both awarded the DSC for their 
parts in the attack. Rogers was twice wounded during the day, and it was 
his second award of the DSC. 

The assault-boat crossing was equally unsuccessful. In spite of recon- 
naissance by Captain Stephen Hewitt (regimental S2) and energetic 
leadership by Lieutenant Clarence Riggs and Staff Sergeant Milan J. 
Miljativich, the five assault boats missed direction and landed on the 
point on the west side of Entrance Creek. Some were sunk. 

The next day, the 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry, less the detachments 
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rakena and Siwori Village, and the 2d Battalion, 128th Infantry, 
were brought back into the operation. Company B, 127th Infantry, moved 
the short distance necessary to establish it firmly on the edge of the sea. 
That night a patrol of Company H, 127th Infantry, led by Lieutenant 
Allan W. Simms, found that the gap between the two sand spits — one 
extending east from the Village and the other west from the Mission- 
could be forded. The patrol was not fired on although it spent some time 
on the Mission side. 

A new plan was now developed involving a pre-dawn attack across 
the shallows between the two spits together with attacks from the center 
and from Major Schroeder’s troops on the right. Lt. Col. Herbert A. Smith 
was to command the operation. 

At 0430 on 31 December, Company E, 127th Infantry^ — led by Lieu- 
tenant Bragg of Company H, who had already distinguished himself in 
the rescue of, the men who had fallen into the water when the bridge 
collapsed — started across the shallows in single file followed by Company F, 
128th Infantry (Captain Jefferson R. Cronk). The crossing was progressing 
well when some men, in violation of orders, threw grenades. This alerted 
the Japanese, flares went up. Lieutenant Bragg was wounded, and some 
men, including a lieutenant and a sergeant, ran to the rear. Colonel Grose, 

I who was observing the attack, put the lieutenant in arrest when the latter 
I refused to lead the men forward. 

, Company F of the 128th, under Captain Cronk’s staunch leadership, 

continued forward. Cronk then, at Grose's direction, took over command 
, of both companies, but his force was only able to establish a small beach- 
head. On the other fronts the advances were also quite limited. 

Among the men killed during the day were Private First Class Herman 
Bender and Private Earl Johnson, both of Company M, 127th Infantry, 
who greatly distinguished themselves and were posthumously aw'ardcd the 
DSC. 

The Japanese had received some supplies by submarine on the night 
of 25-26 December, but their situation was rapidly becoming worse. Never- 
theless, they continued fanatically to defend their position, and a rescue 
operation was being organized to push aside the American light covering 
force near Tarakena and attack along the beach toward the Village and 
the Mission. 

On New Year’s Day of 1943, Urbana Force continued the attack, 
linked up with Warren Force on its right, and late in the day had sig- 
nificant news; An outpost had seen Japanese swimming from the Mission. 
During the day’s fighting. Private Robert H. Campbell, Company H 127th 
Infantry, rescued a wounded soldier who was lying in the open under 
machine-gun fire. For this and other achievements, he was awarded the 
DSC. 
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At dawn of the 2nd, there was no longer doubt but that some at 
least of the defenders were trying to escape by boat and by swimming. 
Nevertheless, fighting continued all day. Major Schroeder, well forward 
as usual, was killed. Captain Donald F. Runnoe took over command of 
his battalion. By early evening the fight was over and the entire Buna area 
was in Allied hands, although it was several days before the last Japanese 
was eliminated. Few prisoners were taken and most of those were Chinese 
or Koreans. More than 1,400 Japanese had been buried by the Allies in the 
course of the campaign. 

The Japanese rescue effort, along the coast to the west, was just 
getting started when Buna Mission was overrun. Colonel Yazawa never- 
theless attacked Lieutenant Chagnon’s detachment primarily in order to 
get control of the spit oflf Tarakena, which was the goal of swimmers 
escaping from the Mission. It happened that on the day of the attack — 4 
January — Lieutenant Chagnon had received twenty-one men of Company 
E, 126th Infantry, as reinforcements, but this gave him a total of only 
seventy- three men, and they were from seven different companies of two 
regiments. Short of ammunition and taken by surprise, the detachment 
was put to flight. All but four succeeded in getting to Siwori Village, 
mostly by swimming. 

By early morning of the 5th, Colonel Grose had elements of the 127th 
Infantry across Siwori Creek and advancing westward, and the rest of the 
regiment also in position to move on Tarakena. 
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CHAPTER SIX 


THE PAPUAN CAMPAIGN: 
FIGHTING WEST OF THE GIRUWA 


Before going on with the account of the participation of the 127th 
Infantry in the fighting west of the Giruwa River, it is necessary to complete 
the story of the detachment of the 126th Infantry under Major Baetcke 
which had continued serving under Australian command in the 7th Divi- 
sions zone west of the Giruwa while the bulk of the 32d Division was 
completing the capture of the Buna area. 

Captain Shirley’s garrison in the roadblock astride the Soputa — San- 
ananda track consisted of Company, Antitank Company, and detachments 
of Company M and the 3d Battalion Headquarters Company. Major 
Baetcke kept Company K and Cannon Company in an area about 
1,400 yards west of the roadblock in order to have a force capable of 
getting supplies to Shirley’s position. Major Boerem had the rest of the 
126th troops, consisting of Company L and parts of Companies C and D 
in front of the Japanese position in the vicinity of the trail junction 
south of the roadblock. 

The roadblock was attacked repeatedly both day and night. On 3 
December 1942, an ammunition and ration party under Captain Huggins 
(S3 of the 3d Battalion) fought its way to the roadblock. Captain Shirley 
was killed during a strong attack on the position soon thereafter. Captain 
Huggins took over command, and Lieutenant Dal Ponte took the supply 
party back to its base. 

On 5 December, an attack southward by Major Baetcke’s group and 
northward by Major Boerem’s force was repulsed by the Japanese strong- 
point at the trail junction. About three hundred men were engaged in 
the attack. Casualties were: 2 killed, 63 wounded, 25 missing. 

On 7 December, both Majors Baetcke and Zeef came down with mala- 
ria and had to be evacuated. Major Boerem succeeded to the command 
of the entire detachment. Several additional attempts to get supplies to 
the roadblock were unsuccessful. On 8 December, a supply party under 
the vigorous and courageous leadership of Lieutenant Dal Ponte got 
through to the roadblock. Captain Huggins, who had been wounded on 


Digitized by 


Gougle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




RED AHRQV^ 


4lA»«ANANHA f(^T • 


I*# . 

|*». (W54A4:tH»^^ .'■; 

ji*i» |l»t »*■<♦. ,;^-: . ■ 

Im ‘ 

» , ■; f / 


jlllf 


FIGHTING WBST OF THF GIRUWA 


ROAc 

SAN?*'NANrj#k '. 








>vyH ' J«V 

vu - Mc 

6c»Xv»uPl . -.• 

. •*-4>-44,’ ■■ 

* 


-fSry'- 

•df 


■ il^O 



i 


FIGHTING WEST OF THE GIRUWA 


117 













V ■ A- y^<^. 




Four rifleman of a volunfoer odvanc* pofroJ, for the reo&on of "fooling out tho onomy"^ 
oro cfooping up the booch with their objectiyo just before the«n^ ond on the oppoiite 
bank is on Austrolian occupied pointv Theie four men received the Distinguished Serv- 
ice Cross for their voluntary service. Giruwo RiVer^ New Gutneo, iopuory 71j 1^47. 

(Coui^tesyv Signal Corp5/U,s. Arm^^ 


Soldiers of Company "A", 127th Infontry Regiment crouing a footbridge of Jap con- 
structiort on Girvwo Island, 1943. tCourtesy^ Signal Corps, U.S. Army,) 


Digitize- i- ■ 




UNIVERSITY OFf^fCHIGAN 


118 


RED ARROW 


the 5th, was evacuted when the supply party returned under cover of 
darkness to a position held by Company K and Cannon Company 
west of the Roadblock. Lieutenant Dal Ponte stayed at the roadblock in 
cormnand. He had about 225 men, but many were too sick to fight. They 
were packed into a small area, subject to almost constant attacks, exposed 
to hot sun by day and rain by night, and with inadequate rations. 

The other units were not much better off, and casualties were reduc- 
ing the effective strength of the detachment every day. Major Boerem made 
several attempts to get some of his units pulled out for a rest, but was 
not successful until the 14th, when a direct appeal to General Vasey 
resulted in the relief of Company K and Cannon Company by Australian 
troops. The same day a party of fifty-five men succeeded in getting food, 
ammunition and medical supplies to the roadblock. 

During the next week, several Australian units reached the vicinity 
of the roadblock, but it was not until the evening of 22 December that 
Dal Ponte and his command were relieved after twenty-two days of almost 
continuous fighting. The Army’s official history pays them tribute; “They 
were dazed, sick, and exhausted, and their feet were in such bad shape they 
could hardly use them. Their spirit, nevertheless, wais high, and it should 
have been, for the defense of the roadblock had not only been praiseworthy, 
it had been superb.” Among the decorations awarded were the Distin- 
guished Service Cross for Captain Huggins and Lieutenant Dal Ponte. 

On the 24th, five 3 2d Division men won awards of the DSC in an 
attack on the track junction. A sap had been dug to within fifteen feet 
of an enemy trench. Sergeant Chester C. Funk of Cannon Company, 126th 
Infantry, although wounded, held the sap throughout the night against 
enemy attacks. At dawn, four men crawled forward from the sap, assaulted 
the trench, and held it until reinforced. They were: Corporal Orrin C. 
Sutton and Private Edward R. Roseman of Company L, and Privates 
Lawrence B. Marion and Harold Pederson of Company M. 

On Christmas Day, Major Boerem had only about four hundred 
effectives left, and in a few days the number was down to three hundred. 
On 31 December, Boerem, completely worn out, was relieved by Major 
Francis L. Irwin. Unbelievable as it seems. Lieutenant Dal Ponte was 
back in the front lines in command of the seventy-eight men left. 

The Australian troops were not in much better shape than the Ameri- 
cans. It was glad news for both when the 163d Infantry Regimental 
Combat Team, consisting of the 163d Infantry Regiment and 550 other 
troops from the U. S. 41st Infantry Division, under command of Colonel 
Jens A. Doe, was committed to action with the Australian 7th Division. 

The relief of the 126th troops was finally completed on the afternoon 
of 9 January 1943. Major Boerem, who had not quit but continued on 
as Major Irwin’s e.\ecutive, went to Buna to prepare for the arrival of the 
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detachment there. Three days later, the detachment, down to 158 men 
from a strength of more than 1300 at the start of the operations across 
the Girua, started its march back to the Division. With Major Irwin 
at their head, and Dal Ponte — now a Captain — as second in command, 
they reached Simemi that night. General Eichelberger received them on 
the 14th, as he says, “with band music and with what might well be 
described as a martial welcome. . .my eyes were wet.” 

For Eichelberger, there was unexpectedly a new job which took him 
away somewhat from direct association with the 32d Division. Generals 
MacArthur and Blarney had returned to Australia; General Herring 
moved up to command of the New Guinea Force with headquarters at 
Port Moresby; Eichelberger became command*" of the Advanced New 
Guinea Force. 

Although the 32d Division had some beach-defense responsibilities in 
the Buna area, only the 127th Infantry was now actively engaged in 
offensive action. The driving back of Lieutenant Chagnon’s detachment 
had made prompt action necessary to meet the threat of a Japanese attack 
from the west. Colonel Grose got two companies — G and F — across 
Siwori Creek on the morning of 5 January. By 0900 they began moving^ 
westward with Company G on the right and Company F in the difficult ‘ 
swamp area on the left. Later, Company E was added to the force, 
and the advance continued against considerable resistance. The leader- 
ship of Lieutenant James T. Coker (CO of Company F), won for him 
the DSC, and a posthumous award of the DSC also went to Staff Ser- 
geant Herman T. Shaw commanding the leading platoon of the company. 

On the 8th, Tarakena was reached. Companies A and C were brought 
up and committed to attack. The village was captured by dark. Although 
the troops had got but little rest since the struggle for Buna, and the 
companies were down to an average of about eighty men. General Eichel- 
berger found them in good spirits when he visited them just before the 
attack on the village. 

The attack provided added evidence of the courage and initiadve 
of the Red Arrow men. The Army’s Victory in Papua tells the story: 

The village in hand, the next step was to cross Konombi 
Creek, a tidal stream about forty feet across. A suspension bridge 
over the creek was badly damaged, and attempts on 9 January 
to cross it were met by fire from hidden emplacements on the 
opposite shore. Colonel Grose’s plan was therefore to flank the 
enemy positions by sending an element of Company C across 
the creek that night in the two available boats. The company 
commander, 1st Lieutenant Tally D. Fulmer, was put in charge 
of the crossing. 
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The troops embarked at 0240 on the 10th, The swift current 
started taking the boats out to sea, but the danger was perceived 
in time, and the men reached shore before any harm was done. 

There was only one thing left to do: secure a guy wire to the 
opposite shore. Two volunteers, S/Sgt. Robert Thompson of Com- 
pany C and Pfc. Jack K. Cunningham of Company E swam 
across the creek in the dark and, just before daylight, had a wire 
in place on the other side. It broke when the leading boat caught 
on a sandbar, and the crossing had to be made in daylight. 

In late afternoon Sergeant Thompson again swam the creek, 
followed this time by four volunteers from Company C — Pfc. 
Raymond Milby and Pvts. Raymond R. Judd, Marvin M. Peter- 
sen, and Lawrence F. Sprague. To cover the crossing. Lieutenant 
Fraser of Company E emplaced his mortars and his 37 -mm gun 
on the east bank of the creek. As the men began swimming across, 
armed only with pistols and hand grenades, Fraser and his weap- 
ons crews engaged the enemy on the opposite shore with fire. 

The enemy replied in kind, but Fraser and his men held their 
position along the river bank, and all five men got safely across 
the creek. 

By 1740 the wire was in place, and Lieutenant Fulmer and 
a platoon of Company C began crossing. The boat made the 
trip safely covered with fire from Lieutenant Fraser's mortars 
and 37-mm gun, which quickly reduced the enemy replacements 
commanding the bridge. Thereafter the crossing went swiftly. 
Company C was across by 1755, followed closely by Company 
A. By evenirig the two companies, disposed in depth, held a 200 
foot bridgehead on the other side of the creek. 

Lieutenants Fraser and Fulmer, Sergeant Thompson and Privates 
Milby, Judd, Peterson and Sprague, were all later awarded the Distin- 
guished Service Cross. 

The advance was now halted by General Eichelberger. Enemy resist- 
ance and the difficulty of the terrain ahead made it advisable to mark 
time until the Allied advance on the left had put more pressure on the 
Sanananda Point area. 

In the meantime, the Japanese high command had decided to evacu- 
ate the Sanananda area, but it was not until 14 January 1943 that indi- 
cations of this decision were discovered by the Allied forces. On the same 
day, General Eichelberger had put “the colorful Merle Howe’’ — as he 
called him — in command of the 127th Infantry. Colonel Howe was the 
32d Division’s G3. Grose was entitled to a rest from aciive troop-leading, 
and Eichelberger regarded Howe, a National Guard officer, as “a stalwart 
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fighting man.” Bocrcm, now a Lieutenant C4olonel, became Howe's execu- 
tive officer. 

The time had now come for an all-out push. *^l'he 127th had to fight 
its way both south and west through what Colonel Howe called in a 
telephone message to the Division's chief of staff “a swamp that stinks like 
hell.” The weather had, however, miraculously changed for the better, but 
the advance was slow at first. As the enemy’s resistance crumbled, the 
attackers pressed the Japanese hard, and Girua Village was captured 
almost without opposition on 21 January. Some mopping up the next day 
ended the 32d Division’s active operations in Papua. 

The cost had been great. There is always the i)ossibility of minor 
error in the casualty figures for a campaign conducted under the conditions 
which obtained throughout the Papuan campaign, but the Department 
of the Army’s official totals can be accepted as sufficiently accurate to 
establish the final statistics for the cost of death and suffering. 

The 32d Infantry Division had 690 officers and men killed in action 
or died of wounds, 1,680 wounded, and 62 missing in action. In addition, 
17 died of battlefield injuries, and 287 others had to be evacuated because 
of battlefield injuries. Viewed in cold-blooded comparison with battle 
casualties of some divisions in other theatei's, these losses were relatively 
low. What makes the achievements of the Division noteworthy from the 
statistical point of view is its continued progress during this period in spite 
of 7,125 nonbattle casualties and the fact that many men who remained 
on duty were actually sick. Colonel Warmenhoven, the Division surgeon, 
had the temperatures of 675 men taken shortly before the end of the 
campaign. These men were from all three combat teams and the check was 
made to get a picture of the health of the whole division. The results 
showed that 53 percent of the group were running temperatures between 
99 and 104.6 degrees. Malaria was the principal cause. (Malaria was also 
difficult to cure and, in spite of the best medical efforts 2,334 officers 
and men had to be dropped from the strength of the Division in September 
1 943 as unfit for combat ) . 

The 32d Division never had more than 11,000 officers and men in 
the combat area. The total casualties nearly equalled this number. The 
hardest-hit regiment- the 126th Infantry entered combat with 131 officers 
and 3,040 enlisted men; it had 32 officers and 579 men for duty at the 
end of the campaign. 

It would be presumptuous to attempt to sit in judgment on the 
controversial aspects of the 32d Infantry Di\ision's part in the Papuan 
campaign. It does seem permissible, howexer, to consider some of the 
factors that affected the Division's difficulties and successes. 

The factors of national unpreparedness, of climate, of lack of jungle 
training, and of the impossibility of providing adequate artillery support. 
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have already been mentioned. The value of artillery supporting fires in 
reducing casualties and giving confidence to the infantry should perhaps 
be esjiecially emphasized. The inadequacy of the artillery support through- 
out the campaign certainly contributed to casualties and to attack failures. 
To furnish prompt and effective fire on targets, the artillery must have 
good communications, mobility to get its guns into suitable firing positions, 
good platforms (that is, solid ground) for the guns in those positions, 
and adequate ammunition supply. Because of the terrain and the dampness, 
communications in Papua were almost impossible to maintain. Guns of 
big-enough caliber to be effective on the Japanese defensive positions 
require trucks or tractors for movement, suitable roads, and open spaces 
on firm ground for positions. With a few exceptions, such conditions did 
not exist in Papua. It was impossible to get adequate ammunition forward 
for the single 105mm howitzer which did reach the front. Rations and 
medical supplies necessarily had precedence over artillery ammunition. 

The campaign could never have been conducted without the Air 
Forces’ logistical support, and interference with the enemy’s supply routes. 
The repeated failures to deliver effective tactical support to the ground 
forces — and often to erroneously attack them — has to be charged to air- 
crew inexperience, the nature of the country, and particularly to the lack 
of air-ground communication. The latter had simply not been developed, 
either in terms of equipment or method, to a point where it worked 
under difficult conditions. 

A particularly controversial aspect of the campaign centers around 
three related factors: the interference of senior commanders, and some- 
times of their staff officers, in the operations of lower units sometimes 
several command echelons below them; the international quality of the 
chain of command; and finally, the continued and extensive mixing of 
combat units. The common factor in these matters seems to have been 
the constant pressure of, first, the situation as it existed, and second, of 
General MacArthur himself. When there was failure, these pressures re- 
sulted in senior officers jumping in directly in an attempt to get results. 
Similarly, expedience, rather than logical organization for combat, dic- 
tated the assignment of units to tasks. The results were often bad. On 
the other side of the picture is the argument that to delay for a more 
normal set-up might have been disastrous. 

On the positive side, the campaign, like the traditional "school of 
hard knocks’’ in civilian life, had been an intensely practical training 
period for the Division. Bitter and costly though it had been, the survivors 
had learned much about combat in jungles, about Japanese defensive 
methods, and about the importance of sanitation, weapons maintenance, 
discipline, and teamwork. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 


1943: A YEAR OF REHABILITATION AND TRAINING 


The return to Australia of the elements of the 32d Infantry Division 
which had participated in the Papuan campaign took some time. There 
were other demands of higher priority on the limited number of aircraft 
available in between times to move the troops back over the Owen Stanley 
Mountains to Port Moresby, and also on the ships to take them to 
Australia. As a result it was early April before the Division was again 
assembled in the “Down Under” continent. 

In the meantime, on 1 March 1943, Major General William H. Gill 
had assumed command of the Division. General Gill was at Camp Carson, 
Colorado when he was ordered, on 18 February, to proceed to Australia. 
Accompanied by Colonel John A. Hettinger, his chief of staff, and one 
aide. Captain Cecil M. Coulter, he started his journey the next day. By 
odd coincidence. Gill had, when a Colonel, succeeded Harding as com- 
manding officer of the 27 th Regiment, and he was now to again succeed 
Harding this time as Division Commander. General Gill was well suited 
by experience and temperament for the job of rehabilitation and training 
that faced it. He was destined to be the Red Arrow’s leader throughout 
the rest of its combat service in World War II. 

General Gill was bom in Virginia in 1886. He was graduated from 
Virginia Military Institute in 1907 and commissioned a second lieutenant 
of infantry in the Regular Army in 1912, after about a year and a half 
of service as a captain in the Virginia National Guard. In addition to 
service in Hawaii and the Philippines, he had served in France during 
World War I with the 5th Division, and had been decorated with the Silver 
Star while commanding an infantry battalion in the Meuse — Argonne. He 
was graduated from The Infantry School in 1924, the Command and 
General Staff School in 1925, and the Army War College in 1930. He had 
been an instructor at the University of California, at the Command and 
General Staff School, and the Army War College. He had been chief of staff 
of the 8th Division, a brigadier in the 28th Division, and commanding gen- 
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eral of the 89th Division. His was an ample record of experience and 
achievement in preparation for the tasks now before him. 

After a period of rest the Division began a hard program of training to 
fit replacements into its ranks, and pass on to them its hard-won-knowl- 
edge of jungle fighting and develop the infantry artillery teams so essential 
to success in battle. 

There were several important changes in organization, armament, and 
command during 1943. 

The 107th Quartermaster Battalion was reorganized and redesig- 
nated as the 32d Quartermaster Company on 3 March. The Red Arrow 
ordnance detachment, which had been an ordnance section of Division 
headquarters, and then a provisional light maintenance company, became 
officially the 732d Ordnance (LM) Company on 4 March 1943. 

An unusual change in armament also took place early in 1943 when 
the 121st Field Artillery Battalion was issued 75mm howitzers in place of 
the 155mm howitzers that were its normal weapons as the general support 
battalion of Division Artillery. Because of an odd change of circumstances 
the battalion was later to use these relatively small weapons in direct 
support of an infantry regiment of another division during the invasion 
of Biak. 

Besides the assignment of General Gill as Division ccommander, there 
were several other changes in commanders. In February, Brigadier General 
Clarence A. Martin became the assistant Division commander. Colonel 
(later Brigadier General) Robert B. McBride succeeded Major General 
Albert W. Waldron as CG of Division Artillery soon after General Wald- 
ron’s promotion to two-star rank. 

There were also changes in regimental commanders. Colonel Joseph 
S. Bradley took over the 126th Infantry from Colonel Clarence M. Tom- 
linson. Lieutenant Colonel Merle H. Howe was promoted to colonel and 
continued in command of the 127th. In the 1 28th Infantry, Colonel Alex- 
ander J. McNab became regimental commander on Colonel Martin’s pro- 
motion. 

General Orders Number 21, War Department, 6 May 1943, cited 
the Papuan Forces, United States Army, Southwest Pacific Area, for out- 
standing performance of duty in action during the period 23 July 1942 to 
23 January 1943. The citation read: 

When bold and aggressive enemy invaded Papua in strength, 
the combined action of ground and air units of these forces, in 
association with Allied units, checked the hostile advance, drove 
the enemy back to the seacoast and in a series of actions against 
a highly organized defensive zone, utterly destroyed him. Ground 
combat forces, operating over roadless jungle-covered mountains 
and swamps, demonstrated their courage and resourcefulness in 
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closing with an enemy who took every advantage of th* 
impassable terrain. Air forces, by repeatedly attacking thi 
ground forces and installations, by destroying his convoys a 
ing reinforcement and supply, and by transporting grouna 
and supplies to areas for which land routes were non-t^^ient 
and sea routes slow and hazardous, made possible the success of 
the ground operations. Service units, operating far forward of 
their normal positions and at times in advance of ground combat 
elements, built landing fields in the jungle, established and oper- 
ated supply points, and provided for the hospitalization and 
evacuation of the wounded and sick. The courage, spirit, and 
devotion to duty of all elements of the command made possible 
the complete victory attained. 

Under the provisions of this order, the following units of the 32d In- 
fantry Division became entitled to the Distinguished Unit Streamer em- 
broidered Papua: Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 32d Infantry 
Division; 32d Ordnance Detachment; 32d Quartermaster Company; 32d 
Reconnaissance Troop; 32d Signal Company; 107th Medical Battalion; 
114th Engineer Battalion; 126th Infantry Regiment; 127th Infantry Regi- 
ment; 128th Infantry Regiment; Battery A, 129th Field Artillery Battalion. 

While the Division was being remade in Australia, important changes 
were occurring in the global military situation. In May General Eisen- 
hower’s forces in North Africa completed the Tunisia campaign; then 
Sicily was conquered and, in early September, Allied troops crossed the 
Strait of Messina and landed in Italy. 

In the Pacific areas, United States Troops had recaptured Attu in the 
Aleutian Islands; enemy resistance had ceased before the Army attacks 
on Guadalcanal; Allied planes had destroyed, in the Battle of the Bis- 
marck Sea, a Japanese convoy headed for New Guinea; and General Mac- 
Arthur had started a broad offensive along the coast of New Guinea, and 
making landings on New Britain. There had been progress, too, in the 
Gilbert Islands and Solomon Islands. 

General Gill writing in 1953, of the period February-October 1943, 
said: “This was a period of reorganization, re-supply, rehabilitation, and 
retraining. The troops had taken part in the Papuan campaign and were 
in bad shape. I think somewhere in the records it will be shown that 
almost 8,000 had malaria; certainly the morale of officers and men was 
low. The men had to be cured in body and mind before any effective 
training for renewed combat could be accomplished. However, by October 
1943 the Division was ready for combat and moved back to New Guinea. 
The remaking of the Division could not have been accomplished without 
the help of higher headquarters (Sixth Army and I Corps) who provided 
^ place for rest and recuperation for the sick, assisted materially in securing 
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replacements and equipment, and assisted in the retraining. It was a long 
hard pull and I can never thank adequately the fine officers and non- 
commissioned officers who proved themselves real leaders. Many times 
during this trying period, I must confess that I had grave doubts as to 
whether the Division would ever “come back.” But they did, and magni- 
ficently, as their victories in succeeding campaigns prove.” 
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With the coming of the new year, the 32d Infantry Division again en- 
tered into combat. A task force with the 126th Infantry as its main unit was 
created on 22 December 1943. Designated Michaelmas Task Force, its mis- 
sion was to seize the Saidor area and its airfield. Brigadier General Clarence 
A. Martin, the assistant Division commander, was named commander of the 
force with Colonel Joseph S. Bradley, CO of the 126th Infantry, doing ad- 
ditional duty as his chief of staff. 

The Saidor area is no better for military operations, and in some ways 
perhaps a little worse, than other regions of New Guinea’s northern coast. 
Surrounded by high mountains, it is cut by swamp-bordered streams. The 
soil is generally too soft to support vehicles, there are no roads, and luxurious 
growths cover nearly all the area. The beaches are often covered by loose 
stones, and reefs make shore approaches difficult. Torrential rains can be 
expected in the early months of the year. 

D-day was set for 2 January 1944. Time was short for organizing the 
task force, for planning the loading of the ships, and for arranging for naval 
gunfire support, air support, communications, supplies, evacuation of sick 
and wounded, and for distributing maps and air photographs. The fact that 
many of the attached units were not a part of the 32d Division, and the ne- 
cessity of maintaining secrecy, both complicated the task. Nevertheless, the 
main elements of the force were embarked from Goodenough Island in nine 
Destroyer-transports, several LCI’s (landing craft, infantry), and two 
LST’s (landing ship, tank), during the last days of December 1943. Rain 
hampered the operation. 

A partial list of the composition of Michaelmas Task Force is included 
at this point to indicate to readers unfamiliar with the complex require- 
ments, in terms of essential organizations, associated with even a relatively 
small and simple operation. This list does not, of course, include the naval 
combat craft, transports, and air units participating in the operation but not 
a part of the task force proper. Neither, as will be seen, does it include any of 
the units added later. 
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126th Infantry Regiment, 

120th Field Artillery Battalion, 

121st Field Artillery Battalion, 

Company A, 114th Engineer Battalion, 

Company C and 1st Platoon of Company B, 632 d Tank De- 
stroyer Battalion, 

Company A and a platoon of Company D, 107th Medical 
Battalion, 

Detachment of 32d Quartermaster Company, 

Detachment of 732d Ordnance Company, 

Detachment of Military Police Platoon, 32d Infantry Divi- 
sion, 

Detachment of 32 d Signal Company, 

18th Portable Surgical Hospital, 

5th Portable Surgical Hospital, 

16th Signal O perations Battalion, 

191st Field Artillery Group, Headquarters and Headquarters 
Battery, 

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, and Batteries A 
and D, 743d Coast Artillery Bn, 

Batteries B and D, 209th Coast Artillery Battalion (Automatic 
Weapons), 

Battery A (less one platoon), 236th Antiaircraft Artillery 
Searchlight Battalion, 

23d Field Hospital, 

One section of Company C, 543d Quartermaster Service Bat- 
talion, 

Shore Battalion, 542 Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment, 
One boat company, 542d Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment, 
One section of 2d Platoon, 601st Graves Registration Com- 
pany, 

670th Clearing Platoon, 

Company C. (collecting), 135th Medical Regiment, 

Survey Detachment of 8th Engineer Squadron, 

21st Ordnance Company, plus attachments, 

Detachment of Company A, 60th Signal Battalion, 

863 Engineer Aviation Battalion, 

One platoon of 189th Gasoline Supply Company, 

3d Platoon of 453d Engineer Depot Company, 

5th Malaria Survey Unit, 

15th Malaria Control Unit, 

27th Medical Supply Platoon (Aviation). 
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The initial strength of the force was about 450 officers and 8,500 men. 

In spite of all handicaps, the task force moved out on schedule. Nine 
destroyers furnished the escort and gunfire support. Because of the bad 
weather the movement to the transport assembly area off Saidor was a dif- 
ficult one. Nevertheless, the first assault waves landed on three adjacent 
beaches, designated as Red, White, and Blue, less than an hour behind 
schedule. Strong naval gunfire and air support neutralized the small Japa- 
nese garrison, and the landing was unopposed. Surprise had evidently been 
complete. Air interference attempted by the enemy was ineffective, but did 
result in casualties of one killed and several wounded. 

The mission of capturing the airfield area had been quickly accom- 
plished. A tremendous task now faced the engineers of the force in the 
building of docks and roads, and in getting the airfield into operation. 
Handicapped by narrow, rocky beaches, rough seas, and occasional enemy 
air interference, the “men with the hairy ears” nevertheless had the field in 
operation within a week, and the primary part of General Martin’s mission 
was accomplished. 

A secondary result was to furnish a motor torpedo-boat base. The Navy 
could now operate farther west along the coast and interfere considerably 
more with Japanese water-borne supply and evacuation. But more important 
than this — the Saidor landing put American troops in a position to cut the 
Japanese land movement of supplies and troops along the trails between the 
coast and the mountains. An estimated 5,000 enemy troops east of Saidor 
were now in danger of being cut off from their supply bases by both sea and 
land. 

As soon as the beachhead was established, patrols were pushed inland 
to prevent movements between the Japanese bases farther west along the 
coast and the forces now trapped between Saidor and the Australians oper- 
ating against them from the east. In the first landings the battalions of the 
126th Infantry had come ashore on three beaches. The 3d Battalion had 
taken Red (north) Beach, and the 2d Battalion White (center) Beach, 
and Blue (south) Beaches. The 1st Battalion then came in on White 
Beach, passed through the 2d, and kept on west to seize Saidor Village and 
the airstrip by it. The 120th Field Artillery Battalion and two batteries of 
antiaircraft artillery were also landed that first day. From this nucleus, the 
beachhead was expanded and patrols were pushed on inland. 

Captain Fleischer has attempted the difficult task of telling in diary 
form the story of these tasks. The following is based on his account: 

3 January 1944, At 0400 our shore defenses opened fire at about 
1 ,000 yards’ range on three unidentified vessels that failed to give the recog- 
nition signal. Several hits were scored and the vessels put out to sea. But 
after daylight we discovered that these were our own LSTs which had lost 
their escort. One man was killed and three wounded by this fire. Units dis- 
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sometime between 10 and 20 January. There might also be a diversionary 
attack on the west with the attempt from the east. 

Total casualties for the day: 3 killed, 17 wounded. 

4 January. A 62 man patrol sent by the 2d Battalion along the 
coastal track to Sel reached Mur apd reported no enemy found. Another 2d 
Battalion patrol was sent southwest. It made no contact with live Japanese 
but found six fresh Japanese graves and an abandoned OP. 

A Company K patrol was dispatched to Cape Iris, crossing the swift 
Mot River to get there. It carried one SCR-284 radio for hourly reports to 
3d Battalion, but it never worked at all. This patrol ran into five enemy at 
Teteri and killed one and dispersed the rest. 

Near Bilau village this patrol signalled the LCMs (landing craft, mech- 
anized) oflfshore which were bringing up their packs, extra rations, and ad- 
ditional ammunition, to come on in. But as the LCMs closed in on the 
beach they came under enemy machine gun fire from the bush. They 
opened up return fire with two caliber .50 machine guns. But they didn’t 
fire on the Japanese, but at the patrol. By good luck their aim was poor 
and no one was hit. 

At 1430 about 30 Japanese armed w4th rifles and two light machine 
guns attacked this patrol. The enemy staged a banzai bayonet charge but our 
patrol met it with automatic-weapons fire and killed three and drove the rest 
back. The Company K patrol lost one killed. It withdrew to the east bank of 
the Mot, killing two more Japanese on the way. 

Total casualties for this day were I killed, 5 wounded. 

5 January. The 2d Battalion combat patrol reached Sel on 5 January 
and not far from there encountered a small group of enemy. These Japanese 
withdrew and the patrol was ordered to establish an outguard position at 
Sel and stay there. 

6 January. Patrol activity was continued to the east and west but 
found no enemy. The natives started coming out of the hills. They seemed 
friendly and glad to have the white man back. 

7 January. 1st Battalion patrols covered their assigned inland area, 
but met no enemy. 

The 2d Battalion sent out a patrol of one platoon to explore inland 
trails for enemy activity. 

At 1710 our patrol near Sel was strafed by our owm aircraft. No casual- 
ties or damage. 

The 3d Battalion patrols discovered no enemy. 

Of the twelve LCMs sent to this task force from Cape Cretin, two were 
returned as unserviceable, three were being repaired, and four were stuck on 
reefs, and this left three for duty. So six additional LCMs were requested in 
order to supply outlying units w'hich could not be reached by roads. 
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The Luluais and Tultuls chiefs and sub-chiefs of the tribes from sur- 
I rounding villages reported in for a conference. They went away to bring in 
I still more natives. 

' There were no roads to our flank positions which were many miles 
apart, only trails impassable for wheeled vehicles. The only way of getting 
supplies and heavy equipment to the flanks was by landing craft. Heavy 
ground swells often kept these craft from landing on the beaches. In view 
of these difficulties and the enemy threat, a recommendation was made to 
Sixth Army on 10 January that additional combat troops be sent to the 
Saidor area. 

Sixth Army messages still warned of enemy army and marine units as- 
sembling to eastward. They estimated 5,000 or 6,000 enemy combat troops 
on the coast east of Saidor. 

8 January. The 2d and 3d Battalions spent this day developing the 
outpost line of resistance farther. At 0424, a 2d Battalion outpost near Sel 
was attacked by ten or fifteen Japanese who disclosed their approach by 
springing a hand grenade booby trap fifty yards in front of our position. The 
outpost opened up with machine guns and 60mm mortars and repulsed the 
attack. At daylight a reconnaissance patrol found five dead Japanese and one 
seriously wounded. The enemy troops had carried rifles with bayonets fixed, 
and knee mortars and grenades. All their weapons were new and in excellent 
condition. They had no packs or canteens. A base camp was probably 
nearby. 

Inland patrol reports were negative. 

9 January. Field Order No. 2 readjusted defense of the area. 

Inland patrols reported no contacts. 

The Saidor beachhead at this time included about fourteen miles of 
coastline. 

The 3d Battalion patrol reoccupied Bilau Village. 

10 January. The 1st and 3d Battalion patrols inland and to the 
west reported no enemy contacts. A 2d Battalion patrol met some Japanese 
on the Sel — Seure track and requested artillery fire on them. Battery C, 121st 
FA Battalion, fired 60 rounds HE and 5 smoke shells. The Patrol was again 
stopped by an enemy machine gun still firing near some large rocks. Battery 
C fired another concentration, but the patrol drew still more fire and then 
established a position along the track for the night. 

The I&R Platoon returned from patrolling inland from Cape Iris. 
With it came natives from villages in that district. 

11 January. 1st Battalion patrols reported no contact. The 2d Bat- 
talion on the Sel-Seure track advanced farther with artillery' support and oc- 
cupied the narrow coastal track cast of Sel without resistance at 1400. 

Natives brought us much good information. 
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There were several reports during the early morning hours of enemy 
barge activity near Cape Iris. One from the 3d Battalion said that one large 
barge and seven small barges were steaming around the cape and were being 
strafed by our planes. But later investigation showed that the barges were 
two dummies our troops had erected on the beach between the Mot River 
and Cape Iris. Still later on, these dummies caused another alert or two. Our 
Air Corps strafed them, our boats shelled them, and our troops let them have 
it with tommy guns. The Japanese themselves showed no apparent interest 
in the barges. 

12 January. An enemy patrol of about twenty men attacked our out- 
post at Bilau. Reports were confirmed that natives led this patrol to our posi- 
tion. The outpost repulsed the attack but withdrew across the Mot River, 
which was now in flood. 

About twelve inches of rain fell during this single night. It. made the 
roads into quagmires. And besides this, the high seas and heavy surfs impeded 
supply and hindered reconnaissance. 

13 January. A patrol of thirty men from the 3d Battalion, led by Cap- 
tain Johnson, tried to reenter Bilau Village. They ran into fire from enemy 
light machine guns. 

14 January. On this day the Sel outpost changed forces. The 2d Pla- 
toon of Company E, and Weapons Platoon of Company E, with Lieutenant 
Harowitz in command, relieved the platoon of Company G and the Weapons 
Platoon of Company M 

Eight inches more of rain. 

G4 needed more native barter items — beads, knives, razors, and mirrors. 

15 January. 3d Battalion reports no enemy at Bilau or Teteri. 

Two inches of rainfall. High seas continued. 

16 January. Five LSTs beached about 1045, bringing the 1st Battal- 
ion, 128th Infantry, and 1,600 tons of bulk stores. The Battalion immediately 
took up a defensive position to the west of the beaches with outguards along 
the Mot River. A new defensive sector was assigned to the 2d Battalion, 
126th Infantry which was moved to the east flank in reserve. The 3d Battal- 
ion, 126th Infantry, occupied a reserve position on the west flank. These 
three battalions supplied defense of the beach and of approaches into the 
Saidor area from the mountains. They also furnished a number of inland 
patrols, and outguards. 

The 120th FA Battalion moved farther west to support that flank. 

Still heavy rain. Construction work by engineers practically stopped. 

17 January. Between 0400 and 0500 an estimated five enemy planes 
dropped supply parachutes on the 'west bank of the Warup River, and six 
east of the Mot River. Our patrols recovered all these bundles. They con- 
tained mostly food — rice, salt and soy bean flour. 
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Pamphlets were dropped in the hills south of Saidor, urging the natives 
to come in. 

19 January. The rest of the 128th RCT began to arrive. (This put 
the bulk of the 32d Division in the Task Force and General Gill took over 
command of the entire operation). 

20 January. The 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry, relieved the outpost 
of the 3d Battalion, 126th Infantry, at 1500. The CO, 128th Infantry, as- 
sumed responsibility for defense west of the Nankina River. We continued 
vigorous patrolling to the flanks and inland. Patrols in the Gabumi — Sinda- 
man area met strong resistance. Strong west-flank outguards were established 
on the trails coming into the Saidor area. These patrolled vigorously and 
often clashed with enemy patrols. Artillery observers accompanied all stand- 
ing outguards larger than a platoon. 

A patrol from the 3d Battalion, 126th Infantry, returned after a three- 
day reconnaissance and reported that natives told them small parties of Jap- 
anese had been moving along the Sindaman-Gabumi track for the past week, 
pilfering, looting, raping and burning as they went. 

Good weather at last let the engineers make sustained progress on the 
roads. 

23 January. The 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry, patrol reported many 
small enemy patrols, apparently foraging for food. 

A special patrol from the 2d Battalion, led by Lieutenant Mohl, left to 
get some prisoners. It consisted of 10 men and 15 native carriers. 

24 January. The I&R Platoon, 126th Infantry, 1 officer and 8 men 
of Company I, moved into Sindaman guided there by natives. Our patrol 
surrounded a hut where natives had reported enemy to be living. Hearing no 
sound from within the hut, a sergeant from the I&R Platoon stood up. At 
this same time a native came out of the hut and saw the sergeant, but gave 
no sign of recognition. Instead he started talking to the Japanese to show 
our men where they were. When fire was placed on the hut, one Japanese 
was killed immediately. Then a second Japanese jumped up screaming, 
snatched a stick from the ground, and charged at Lieutenant Kittrel. The 
Lieutenant shot him through the neck but then discovered that his clip had 
fallen from his gun when he fired. Platoon Sergeant Young now tried to 
fire but his clip, too, had dropped from his carbine. Now a sergeant from 
Company L ojjened up with his tommy gun but the Japanese kept going by 
sheer force of his charge. It finally took the butt of his tommy gun to stop 
him. A third Jap was was found dead from fever. 

A patrol found two Japanese asleep in fo.xholes four hundred yards west 
of the Mot River and killed them. 

25 January. The patrol from the 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry, led by 
Lieutenant Mohl, reported it had captured two prisoners and killed four 
other enemy. The prisoners had been living on native food and their morale 
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was low. They said that all their troops were undernourished and had poor 
equipment, if any. 

Sharp patrol actions in the Sibog-Sindaman area. Six Japanese killed. 

26 January. A patrol on the coastal track toward Teteri on the west 
side of the Mot River met a force of 20 Japanese supported by a light ma- 
chine gun and a heavy machine gun. In the exchange of fire four enemy 
were killed and two wounded. Both patrols withdrew. Artillery then placed 
a concentration on this area. 

27 January. Enemy attempting to use inland routes. 

Maintenance of vehicles is almost impossible for us because the roads 
are so bad. 

28 January. A combat patrol from the 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry 
engaged in a fire fight with about a hundred enemy in the vicinity of Teteri. 
Forty-three Japs killed. We lost 8 killed (including Lieutenant Colonel 
Clarkson, CO, 1st Bn., 128th Infantry,) 9 wounded, 6 missing. 

30 January. A Japanese walked right into Sel outpost and surren- 
dered. His regiment had gone inland, trying to by-pass Saidor by inland 
track. His physical condition was so bad he didn’t think he could make it. 
He weighed 75 pounds. 

/ February. Outpost at Sibog attacked at 0330 by an unknown num- 
ber of Japanese. Enemy withdrew after throwing three grenades and firing 
eight shots. No casualties. 

2 February. Three Japanese entered the outguard at Sereng and 
threw four grenades. Three of our men were killed, 4 seriously wounded, 3 
slightly. 

3 February. Seven Japanese killed by artillery fire dropped in their 
midst while digging in the vicinity of Mot. Fifty Japanese dispersed by artil- 
lery concentration. 

4 February. Enemy holds west bank of Mot River with detachments 
at Gabumi covering the Sindaman track. 

7 February. Major E. R. Kindig, CO, 121st FA Battalion, flying in 
a cub plane piloted by Lieutenant F. J. Piaprowski, was observing the 
effcc*') of fire. This plane failed to return and search produced negative 
results. 

8 February. Task force headquarters moved to new location on the 
west bank of the Nankina River. 

9 February. A patrol from Company K, 128th Infantry, marching 
across country', received fire from light machine guns and rifles. Captain 
Mooney, CO of Company K, and 5 men were killed in this action. 7'he 
rest of the patrol withdrew under heavy fire. 

Several bridges washed out by heavy rains. 
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10 February. Enemy on the Sibog-Sindaman track have dug in and 
now have at least four pillboxes there. An estimated company of 150-200 
Japanese are in the position. 

A patrol returning came to the scene of the action where Captain 
Mooney and 5 men were killed. They found all six bodies. One man with a 
BAR had been leading, followed by the Captain and the rest of the patrol. 
The BAR-man evidently was wounded, for his body was found in a ravine 
about fifteen feet from the trail where he had crawled and died. The Captain 
and three others were killed instantly. There was evidence that one Sergeant 
had been wounded and then bayonetted to death. 

Advance elements of the Australian 5th Division advancing ndrthwest 
along the coast made contact with Michaelmas Force. 

The arrival of the Australians in the Saidor area offiically ended the 
Michaelmas operation. 

General. Eichelberger has a comment on this operation in his Our 
Jungle Road to Tokyo: 

And just after the first of the year a regimental combat team 
of the 32d Division, commanded by General Clarence Martin, oc- 
cupied Saidor, about halfway up the New Guinea coast between 
Finschhafen and the great Japanese base at Madang. A close per- 
sonal friend of mine died heroically at Saidor. Young Gordon 
Clarkson, then just out of West Point, had served under me as a 
lieutenant in the 30th Infantry. Bright, handsome, diligent, he 
later became a member of the I Corps staff. At Buna, by Clarence 
Martin's request, 1 sent him forward to command a battalion, and 
he performed brilliantly. At Saidor, Lieutenant Colonel Clarkson 
was at the head of a chain formation of American soldiers cross- 
ing a chest-deep tropical river. A Japanese bullet killed him 
instantly. War is a heartbreaking profession. So often the brave 
go first. 

Early in March a task force was organized to make a landing at Yalau 
Plantation on the coast about thirty miles west of Saidor. Its primary mis- 
sion was to establish a base there to intercept enemy stragglers trying to by- 
pass the Saidor area and escape to the west. 

The 2d Battalion, 126th Infantry, was selected as the principal combat 
team for the mission. The battalion commander. Lieutenant Colonel Oliver 
O. Dixon, was in command of the Force. The other units were: Battery B, 
120th FA Battalion; Antitank Company, 126th Infantry; 2d Platoon, 32d 
Reconnaissance Troop. 

The combat team landed at 0735 on 5 March 1944. It was unopposed. 
Patrols sent to the east from Yalau Plantation did meet some resistance. The 
numerous small engagements that resulted slowed the progress down. On 14 
April the force made contact with Australian units near Bogadjim, about 
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thirty miles west of Yalau Plantation. Now the whole area was firmly in Al- 
lied control. 

-The Saidor and Yalau Plantation operati^s yy£re-4ugi:eat m^rovement 
oyer the Buna campaign.^ This time supplies particularly rations, had been 
relatively ample. Naval gunfire support had been available and tactical air 
support had become somewhat better. In the 32d Division units, the troops’ 
combat experience and their long period of training had produced more 
competent leadership, better combat efficiency, and higher morale. 
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AITAPE AND THE DRINIUMOR RIVER BATTLE 


The next step in MacArthur’s drive to the Philippines was to be the 
seizure of the Hollandia region of Netherlands New Guinea. The westward 
stride of about 450 miles from Saidor would not only give the Allies some 
supply and air bases of great strategic importance. It would deny to the 
enemy the bases he himself had established in the area. It would also bypass 
and eventually starve out the Japanese garrison principally located in the 
Wewak area along the coast between Saidor and Aitape. 

The preliminary high-level planning for the Hollandia operation was 
complicated by the need for carrier-based air support which had to be ob- 
tained from sources outside of the Southwest Pacific Area command, and 
later by the restrictions placed on the length of time the support made avail- 
able could be used. Out of these difficulties came a plan to seize the enemy 
airfield near Aitape in order to provide land-based fighter cover over the 
Hollandia area after the carriers departed. An almost equally important rea- 
son back of the decision to put Allied ground forces ashore in the Aitape area 
was the fact that they would be able to cover the Hollandia assault forces 
from any movement toward them by the Japanese troops in the Wewak 
region. 

The ground operations at both Hollandia and Aitape were to be under- 
taken by a force designated as Alamo Force, commanded by Lieutenant 
General Walter Krueger, also the commander of U.S. Sixth Army. Two task 
forces, designated Reckless and Persecution, were set up to take Hollandia 
and Aitape, respectively. The commander of Persecution Task Force was to 
be Brigadier General Jens A. Doe, assistant Division commander of the 41st 
Infantry Division, with the 163rd Infantry Regiment of that division as his 
principal unit. 

Initially, the plan provided that the 127th Infantry, reinforced, was to be 
the Alamo Force reserve for the Hollandia — Aitape operation. But General 
Krueger carefully considered the Japanese capability of making a determined 
effort to recapture the Aitape area by a strong counterattack with some part 
of the 50,000 to 60,000 Japanese 18th Army troops stationed in the Wewak 
area less than a hundred miles away. And then he decided to use the 127th 
as part of Persecution Task Force, and not as reserve. This required the ob- 
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taining of a new reserve from General Mac Arthur. After some discussion, the 
32d Division, less two regimental combat teams, was given to Krueger as 
Alamo Force reserve. The two RCTs not in this reserve were the 127th, and 
the 128th which was to remain in the Saidor area. 

The Japanese strength at Aitape was believed to be about 3,500, includ- 
ing 1,500 combat troops. But it was also thought that by the time of the at- 
tack the Japanese might have 3,000 more at hand. 

The Army’s historical volume, the Approach to the PhilippineSy by 
Robert Ross Smith, gives the description of the Aitape area : 

Aitape had been occupied by the enemy in December 1942 — 

The entire region is a coastal plain, varying from five to twelve 
miles in width, swampy in many places and cut by numerous 
streams. The only prominent terrain feature on the coast is a small 
hill at Aitape, There are no rmtural eastern or western boundaries 
in the area. To the north lies the Pacific Ocean, and south of the 
coastal plain rise the foothills of the Torricelli Mountains, Off 
shore, about eight miles east of Aitape, are four small islands. 
Good landing beaches exist throughout the region, the best a few 
miles east of Aitape, The absence of suitable terrain features makes 
difficult the defense of the area against amphibious assault. The 
many rivers could provide some defense against lateral movement, 
but these rivers vary greatly in width and depth according to the 
amount of rainfall, 

April marks the end of the wettest season in the Aitape region, 
where rainfall averages about 100 inches per year. Though June 
is one of the driest months, July is one of the wettest, with almost 
eight inches of rain. Torrential tropical downpours rather than 
prolonged rains are to be expected at Aitape. 

Japanese development in the area centered around airfield 
construction near Tadji Plantation, about eight miles east-southeast 
of Aitape. . .Intelligence reports indicated that the Japanese 
ground defenses in the Aitape area were weak. It therefore seemed 
probable that there would be little opposition to a landing and that 
the assault force, once ashore, could quickly seize the air strip 
area. 

D-day for both the Hollandia and the Aitape landings was originally 
set for 15 April 1944, but later postponed to 22 April. 

Persecution Task Force moved out from the Finschhafen area on 18 
April, and the leading assault units of the 163rd Infantry hit the beach on 
schedule at 0645, 22 April. The naval gunfire support and the air attacks 
were carried out according to plan. Such tactical surprise was achieved, 
that the landings were almost without opposition. By dark, the force had 
established a beachhead and started work on the aiifield. 
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On 23 April the 127th Infantry (less 1st Battalion and Companies F 
and G), the 126th Field Artillery Battalion, and other elements of the 127th 
RCT were put ashore. Companies F and G captured two of the oflfshore 
islands with little difficulty early the same morning, and Company G oc- 
cupied a third two days later. The 1st Battalion was landed in the beach- 
head, joining the rest of the regiment there on the 26th. 

The 127th Infantry now relieved the elements of the 163rd on the east 
flank of the beachhead and also south of the airfield. Patrols pushed east as 
far as the Diniumor (on some maps Drinumor) River and also some six 
miles inland. On the 28th, Company C, 127th Infantry, with a detachment 
of Company D, was moved by boat about twenty miles east along the coast 
to form an outpost against any major enemy move westward from Wewak. 
This small force, operating from the small coastal village of Nyaparake, 
sent out patrols and they met little opposition. 

In the end, the enemy garrison of the whole Aitape area turned out to 
be less than a thousand men of all arms and services. And most of them had 
fled inland. This relatively easy victory at Aitape paralleled an almost 
equally rapid success at Hollandia. And this brought two decisions affecting 
the 32d Division. General Doe and his 163 RCT were to be pulled out of 
the Aitape operation and used in a new assault in the Wakde — Sarmi area 
about 250 miles farther northwest. General Gill was to take over from Gen- 
eral Doe as GC of Persecution Task Force, and additional 32d Division 
troops were to be brought in. 

In the Approach to the Philippines Mr. Smith tells the story of how 
this change-over took place : 

The 32d Infantry Division, less two regiments, was to move •. 
from Saidor in eastern New Guinea to Aitape to relieve the I63rd 
RCT. The 127th Regimental Combat Team of the 32d Division ^ 
had already arrived at Aitape. Initially, the 128th Combat Team 
was to remain at Saidor as part of the Alamo Force reserve for 
Wakde-Sarmi. The remainder of the 32d Division, consisting of 
the 126th Regimental Combat and division troops, arrived at Blue 
Beach (this was the main beach in the Aitape area) on 4 May. 
Major General William H. Gill, the division commander, immedi- 
ately assumed command of the Persecution Task Force and two 
days later his division staff, after becoming acquainted with the 
situation in the Aitape area, began activity as Headquarters, Per- 
secution Task Force. 

Just before the Wakde — Sarttii operation began, it was decided 
to move the 128th Infantry from Saidor to Aitape so that the unit 
would be closer to its potential objective in case of need. Non- 
combat ships being available, the 1 28th Infantry (less the 3d 
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attalion ) was shipped to Blue Beach where it arrived on 15 May. 

The rest of the regiment, together with rear echelons of other 32d 
Division units, arrived at Aitape later in the month. Early in June 
the 128th Infantry was released from its Alamo Force reserve role 
for Wakdi-Sarmi and reverted to the control of the 32d Division 
and the Persecution Task Force. 

To begin with, General Gill organized his defensive position around 
Tadji airfield with the 126th RCT manning the West Sector, the 127th 
RCT responsible for the East Sector. On 10 June 1944, after the 128th RCT 
reverted to Division control, he created a Center Sector manned by the 128th 
between the other two. Regular patrolling about ten miles inland was estab- 
lished, and outpost line of resistance and a main line of resistance were 
designated and defensive positions organized behind them. ^ , , 

Different units of the. 32d Division had fought the enemy at various 
times and places since September 1942. But this defense of the Aitape area 
marted the first empfoyment of the Division as a whole on a single mission. 

From the first, the East Sector was the most active one. Colonel Merle 
H. Howe, CO of the 127th Infantry, took command of the sector on 6 May. 
On the 7th, the Nyaparake Force (Company C, reinforced, of the 127th 
Infantry, under Captain Tally D. Fulmer) started patrols to the east and 
inland. Reinforced on the 8th by a rifle platoon and a light-machine gun 
section from Company A, and aided by Seventh Fleet patrol craft and 
RAAF P-40s, Captain Fulmer pushed the bulk of his force eastward against 
increasing enemy opposition. Oii the night of 13-14 May, three attacks 
struck his small command. The rest of Company A, under Captain Herman 
Bottcher, who had won the DSC and battlefield promotion from Sergeant 
during the Papuan campaign, had also been moved eastward along the 
coast. On the 14th, Captain Fulmer’s force was surrounded and Captain 
Bottcher’s force harassed by strong patrols. There was obviously no point in 
sacrificing these troops. Their reinforcement and supply was not practicable, 
nor was the retention of their positions essential to the Division’s principal 
mission of defending Tadji airfield. So General Gill promptly decided to 
evacuate both detachments to Nyaparake by small craft. This was done the 
next day. 

On 19 May, Gill made further changes. He put Brigadier General 
Clarence Martin, the assistant Division commander, in command of east 
sector and gave Captain Bottcher command of Nyaparake Force. This was 
now to consist of Company A, 127th Infantry, and the 32d Reconnaissance 
Troop. Company C was relieved from the force. 

Nyaparake Force came under strong enemy attack on the 22nd and, in 
accordance with his orders, Bottcher retired west along the coast during the 
next few days, more than once having to fight his way out through encir- 
cling forces. Convinced now that the continued and increasing enemy 
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pressure meant that he was beginning operations that would threaten Tadji 
airfield. General Gill transferred the 1st Battalion, 126th Infantry, to the 
East Sector, and General Martin used it in an attempt to push the enemy 
back. 

On 30 May, as the movements preliminary to this operation were being 
initiated, the senior officers of the Division and soldiers, sailors, and airmen 
of all ranks from both the Australian and U. S. Forces gathered for a brief 
Memorial Day ceremony in the recently established cemetery in the beach- 
head. 

The next day, the 1st Battalion, 126th Infantry, under its commander. 
Lieutenant Colonel Cladie A. Bailey, made good progress eastward at first 
but soon ran into strong resistance east of the coastal village of Yakamul. 

On 1 June, General Martin ordered the unit to retire to Yakamul, and with' 
Yakamul as a base, to reconnoiter south along the Harech River to the foot- 
hills of the Torricelli Mountains, about five miles inland. In the meantime, y 
Company G, 127th Infantry, and Battery B, 126th Field Artillery, had re-"" . ^ 
lieved Captain Bottcher’s force and occupied a position about two miles west ^ 
of Yakamul. The experiences of Colonel Bailey’s battalion in the next few ^ 
days are well told in the Approach to the Philippines, and the account is 
reproduced here because it gives a rather typical picture of a 32d Infantry 
Battalion both seeking information and imposing delay on a Japanese 
advance. 

During the night of /-2 June, Japanese artillery shelled the 
battalion command post and enemy patrols drove in outposts 
which had been set up east of Yakamul. The next morning the 
battalion was divided into two parts. At Yakamul was stationed 
Company A, Headquarters Company, and part of Company D. 

This combined group, numbering about 350 men, was put under 
the command of Captain Gile A. Herrick of Company A and 
designated Herrick Force. The rest of the Battalion, now called 
Bailey Force, moved south down the trail from Yakamul to patrol 
along the Harech River. 

The Japanese soon became very active around the perimeter 
of Herrick Force. On 3 June the enemy launched a series of minor 
attacks against Company A, which was separated from the rest of 
Herrick Force by a small, unbridged stream about four feet deep 
and varying in width from ten to fifty yards. Under cover of these 
attacks, other Japanese groups bypassed Herrick Force to the south 
and on the next morning appeared west of Yakamul, between 
Herrick Force and the two-mile distant perimeter of Company 
G, 127th Infantry. 

Sporadic small arms fire, inteiisifying during the afternoon, 
was directed at all parts of Herrick Force perimeter during 4 June. 
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About 1640 this fire was augmented by mortar and artillery shells, 
a development which seemed to presage an imminent Japanese in- 
fantry attack. At 1830 an enemy force of more than Company 
strength surged out of the jungle on the southeast side of the 
American perimeter in an apparent attempt to drive a wedge 
between Company A and the rest of Herrick Force. The attack 
was halted by automatic-weapons fire and the barrier presented 
by the small stream. The enemy then turned northeast from the 
creek against Company A. Simultaneously, a small group of enemy 
attacked west along the beach. 

Because Company A was in danger of being surrounded. 
Captain Herrick ordered the unit to withdraw across the small 
stream to Yakamul. Since the Japanese had the stream covered 
with small arms and at least one well-concealed machine gun, the 
withdrawal was a slow process and consumed over an hour. During 
the movement the Japanese continued to attack, and, toward the 
end of the hour, succeeded in overrunning some of Company A^s 
automatic-weapons positions. Deprived of this support, most of the 
remaining troops retreated rapidly across the stream, leaving be- 
hind radios, mortars, machine guns, and twenty to twenty-five 
dead and wounded men. Most of the wounded managed to get 
across the stream after darkness, which was approaching at the 
time of the enemy's final attack. 

By 1940 the Japanese were in complete possession of the Com- 
pany A position, whence they could send flanking fire toward the 
Yakamul perimeter. Captain Herrick ordered his men to dig in 
deeply. He re-organized his positions and even put some of the 
lightly wounded on defensive posts. Japanese ground attacks kept 
up until 2200, and sporadic bursts of mortar, grenade, and machine 
gun fire continued throughout the night. 

When he learned of the situation at Yakamul, General Martin 
ordered Bailey Force to return to the coast and relieve Herrick 
Force. Radio communication difficulties prevented delivery of 
this order until 2000 and it was 2200 before Colonel Bailey could 
organize his force in the darkness and heavy jungle and start it 
moving north. By that time the Japanese had a strong force 
blocking the trail to Yakamul. After a?i arduous overland march 
through trackless, heavily jungled terrain, the leading elements of 
Bailey Force began straggling into Company G's perimeter about 
1 130 on 5 June. 

General Martin then ordered Bailey Force to moi'e east and 
drive the Japanese from the Yakamul area, hut this order was 
changed when the East Sector commander learned that Bailey 
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Force had been marching for over thirteen hours on empty stom- 
achs and was not yet completely assembled at Company G^s peri- 
meter, Bailey Force was thereupon fed from Company G's limited 
food supply and sent west along the coastal trail to the Driniumor 
River, Company G and the battery of the 1 26th Field Artillery 
Battalion which it had been protecting moved back to the Drin- 
iumor late in the afternoon. 

Meanwhile, the evacuation of Herrick Force from Yakamul 
had also been ordered, and about 1115 on 5 June small boats 
arrived at Yakamul from Blue Beach to take the beleaguered troops 
back to the Tadji area. Insofar as time permitted, radios, ammuni- 
tion and heavy weapons for which there was no room on the boats 
were destroyed. As this work was under way, a few light mortars 
and light machine guns kept up a steady fire on the Japanese who, 
now surrounding the entire perimeter, had been harassing Herrick 
Force since dawn. At the last possible moment, just when it seemed 
the Japanese were about to launch a final infantry assault. Captain 
Herrick ordered his men to make for the small boats on the run. 

The move was covered by friendly rocket and machine gun fire 
from an LCM standing off shore, while the Japanese took the 
running men under fire from the old Company A positions. So 
fast and well organized was the sudden race for the boats, that the 
Japanese had no time to get all their weapons into action, and 
only one American was wounded during the boarding. The small 
craft hurriedly left the area and took Herrick Force to Blue Beach, 
where the unit was re-equipped. By 1500 the troops had rejoined 
the rest of the 1st Battalion, 126th Infantry, on the Driniumor 
River. 

The Battalion’s losses during the whole operation were 18 killed, 75 
wounded, 8 missing. 

During the same period, the 1st Battalion, 127th Infantry, had also 
been in action against a small enemy force which had crossed the Driniumor 
River about five miles upstream from the coast. During the next few days 
the battalion made ineffectual attempts to drive the enemy troops (estimated 
strength less than a hundred men) from a low ridge northwest of Afua. 
Colonel Howe, the 127th's commander, was evidently not impressed by the 
way this operation was going. On the 5th, he radioed the battalion comman- 
der: “This is the third day of maneuvering to drive the enemy off that ridge. 
So far today we have had no report of enemy firing a shot and we are not 
sure they are even there. I have been besieged with questions as to why we 
don’t fight the enemy. Unless we can report some accomplishment today I 
have no alibis to offer. Push either Fulmer or Sawyer in there until they 
draw fire.” Fulmer and Sawyer were the commanders of Companies C and 
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B. And when these companies did go forward to the ridge they found that 
the enemy had withdrawn during the night. 

A delaying position was now organized along the west bank of the Dri- 
niumor River. The river was from 75 to 150 yards wide between Afua and 
the sea, but not much of an obstacle for it was easily fordable except after 
heavy rains. The river line was to hold as long as possible in event of an 
attack, and then the troops were to delay on successive positions until forced 
back to the main line of resistance near the airfield. Initially, the Driniumor 
River line was held by a mixed force with the 1st Battalion, 127th Infantry, 
on the right, then a Company of the 126th Infantry, and finally — on the 
left near the sea — the 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry. 

Now patrols were again sent east of the river to maintain contact with 
the enemy. Later in the month, the 3d Battalion of the 127th replaced the 1st 
Battalion. The patrols east of the river ran into increased resistance, and 
higher headquarters, including General MacArthur’s, were now concerned 
over a possible enemy attack on Persecution Force. It was evident that, from 
the enemy’s viewpoint, there were three good arguments for such an attack. 
It might succeed and deny the airfield to the Allies. It would most probably 
result in sending Allied reinforcements to the area, thus adversely affecting 
further advances along the coast to Western New Guinea. And it would offer 
a solution to the problem of what to do with the Japanese 18th Army troops 
that were more and more put into an intolerable situation by Allied successes. 

When intelligence reports clearly indicated that such an attack was 
quite certain, prompt steps were taken to reinforce Persecution Task Force. 
Major General Charles P. Hall, who with his XI Corps staff had recently 
arrived in the theater, took over command of the force at midnight, 27-28 
June. He made a number of changes in organization as reinforcements ar- 
rived. Eventually, he set up two sectors designated as the Eastern and West- 
ern, and a Covering Force, each operating directly under his control. The 
Covering Force, commanded by General Martin, consisted of a mixed force 
from the 32d Division already under his command plus the 112th Cavalry 
RCT. This was a nondivisional unit commanded by Brigadier General Jul- 
ian W. Cunningham, but its total strength was never more than about half 
that of an infantry regiment throughout its association with the 32d Divi- 
sion. The Eastern Sector was under the command of General Gill and its 
garrison was the 32d Division less the elements assigned to the Covering 
Force. The Western Sector was manned by newly arrived units. 

At the end of June, the Covering Force had the 3d Battalion, 127th In- 
fantry, and the 2d Squadron, 112th Cavalry, both under General Cunning- 
ham, on the right of the line: the 2d Battalion, 128th Infantry, in the center: 
and the 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry, on the left. Artillery support was 
provided by the 120th and 129th Field Artillery Battalions. Company B, 
632 Tank Destroyer Battalion, was in position near the coast. 
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But when the expected attack did not develop, patrols from the Cover- 
ing Force could not locate any large enemy forces in the vicinity. So General 
Krueger then ordered General Hall to send a reconnaissance in force east 
from the Driniumor to find out what the enemy’s dispositions really were. It 
was surely undesirable to keep Allied troops urgently needed for other oper- 
ations tied up at Aitape if the Japanese 18th Army had no offensive inten- 
tions. 

This reconnaissance mission was passed on to General Martin without 
giving him any additional troops. General Hall believed that he should not 
take any more troops away from the immediate defense of the airfield or 
from his reserve. This gave Martin a hard problem to solve. In the jungle 
covered terrain to the front of his position, he had no assurance that his 
reconnaissance force might not miss some sizeable enemy units that might be 
advancing against the Driniumor position. He must therefore try to set up 
some sort of adequate defense of the position with the small force left him 
after sending out his reconnaissance in force. 

For the reconnaissance, Martin selected the 2d Squadron, 112th 
Cavalry, to push forward from the right, and the 1st Battalion, 128th In- 
fantry, to advance along the coast. The two units moved out on the morning 
of 10 July. The Cavalry made only a little over a mile to the eastward during 
the day in an advance through swampy and jungle-covered country, with- 
out any enemy opposition. The Infantry on the left had better going but 
met considerable enemy resistance. In spite of good artillery support the 
battalion did not quite reach Yakamul. Its losses for the day were 5 killed 
and 8 wounded. 

Along the Driniumor, the 1st Squadron, 112th Cavalry, had taken over 
about three thousand yards on the right of the line. The 3d Battalion, 127th 
Infantry, had redisposed it.self along a front of nearly a mile and a half to 
the left of the cavalry. On the left of the line, the 2d Battalion of the 128th 
had taken over the sector vacated by the 1st Battalion, and was now respon- 
sible for a frontage of almost three and a half miles. All of these units sent 
out patrols during the day, and all of them reported enemy contacts. General 
Martin warned all units to be on the alert for a night attack. Both recon- 
naissance units were ordered to continue to advance eastward in the morn- 
ing. 

Shortly before midnight, after a short artillery preparation, which came 
as a surprise because no enemy artillery had been identified within range 
of the Driniumor, enemy infantry' in screaming waves began charging across 
the river against Companies E and G 128th Infantry, in the south part of 
the sector of the 2d Battalion, 1 28th Infantry. 

Swept by previously prepared concentrations of artillery fire, the at- 
tackers suffered heav'y casualties not only from the artillery fire, but from 
our machine gun and mortar fire. The attack in the Company G sector was 
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stopped, but another attack which hit Company E shortly after the first 
assault was more successful largely because of the physical impossibility 
of holding a position in the dark against an attacking force believed to have 
a ten-to-one superiority over the defenders. By dawn the Japanese held a 
good-sized area of wooded high ground to the left-rear of Company G. 

Without a reserve and convinced that the fact of the attack made the 
reconnaissance missions no longer applicable, General Martin promptly 
asked and obtained permission to withdraw his two reconnaissance forces. 
His orders reached the 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry, at about 0135, it moved 
out from the defensive positions it had assumed for the night at 0200, and 
was back across the Driniumor by dawn. At 0700, it attacked south on 
Martin’s orders in an attempt to restore the situation in the 2nd Battalion 
sector. Martin soon realized, however, that the whole picture as it developed 
after daylight indicated that it was an enemy capability to push westward 
toward the airfield almost unmolested. His mission was to delay just such a 
move, so he stopped the counterattack when it ran into strong opposition, 
and decided to withdraw his forces to the next delaying position between 
two and three miles to the west. 

The withdrawal of the 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry, was successfully 
made although the unit lost 3 killed, 3 missing, and 13 wounded during the 
action. Staff Sergeant Gerald L. Endl, Company C, 128th Infantry, a native 
of Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, was later awarded the Medal of Honor for 
covering the withdrawal of the leading platoon. The citation for his award 
tells the story of his gallantry and gives a picture of the fighting. 

Staff Sergeant Endl was at the head of the leading platoon 
of his company advancing along the jungle trail when enemy 
troops were encountered and a fire fight developed. The enemy 
attacked in force under heavy rifle, machine gun and grenade fire. 

His platoon leader wounded. Staff Sergeant Endl immediately 
assumed command and deployed his platoon on a firing line at 
the fork of the trail toward which the enemy attack was directed. 

The dense jungle terrain greatly restricted vision and movement, 
and he endeavored to penetrate down the trail toward an open 
clearing of Kunai grass. As he advanced he detected the enemy, 
supported by at least six light and two heavy machine guns, at- 
tempting an enveloping movement around both flanks. His com- 
manding officer sent a second platoon to move up on the left 
flank of the position, but the enemy closed in rapidly, placing our 
force in imminent danger of being isolated and annihilated. Twelve 
members of his platoon were wounded, seven being cut off by the 
enemy. Realizing that if his platoon were forced farther back, these 
seven men would be hopelessly trapped and at the mercy of a 
vicious enemy, he resolved to advance at all cost, knowing it meant 
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almost certain death, in an effort to rescue his comrades. In the 
face of extremely heavy fire he went forward alone, and for a 
period of approximately ten minutes engaged the enemy in a 
heroic close-range fight, holding them off while his men crawled 
forward under cover to evacuate the wounded and to withdraw. 
Courageously refusing to abandon four more wounded men who 
were lying along the trail, one by one he brought them back to 
safety. As he was carrying the last man in his arms he was struck 
by heavy bursts of automatic fire and was killed. . . 

The 2nd Squadron, 112th Cavalry, did not get back across the Drin- 
iumor until after 1000. That afternoon it was sent west to the second delay- 
ing position. The 3d Battalion, 127th Infantry, was withdrawn in two 
groups, one commanded by the Battalion commander. Lieutenant Colonel 
Edward Bloch, and the other by Captain Leonard Lowry (Company I). 
The 2d Battalion, 128th Infantry, moved in several small detachments. 

By the morning of the 12 July, the Covering Force was rea.sonably well, 
disposed to execute further delaying action against the enemy although 
Captain Lowry’s group, delayed by the enemy and the ground, didn’t get 
back to the second position until the 13th. 

In the meantime. General Hall had begun making a series of changes 
designed to make possible a prompt counterattack against the enemy troops 
threatening his area. He put General Gill in command of the Covering 
Force, and General Martin in command of Eastern Sector. He attached 
the 124th Infantry (less one battalion) to the Covering Force. 

Using part of the Headquarters, 32d Division, General Gill set up a 
new headquarters for the Covering Force, and reorganized the Covering 
Force into two groups. The North Force, commanded by Brigadier General 
Alexander N. Stark, Jr., who had been commanding Western Sector, con- 
sisted of the two battalions of the 124th Infantry, and the 1st Battalion, 
128th Infantry. South Force, under General Cunningham, was composed of 
the 112th Cavalry, and the 3d Battalion, 127th Infantry. (The Army’s of- 
ficial history says that the South Force was also called Baldv Force — “a 
reference to the condition of General Cunningham’s pate.”) The 2d Bat- 
talion, 128th Infantry, was the Covering Force reserve. Four artillery bat- 
teries, including the 120th and 129th from the 32d Division, furnished the 
artillery support. 

The North Force attack started at 0730 on 13 July. Aided by good 
artillery support, the 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry fought its way back to the 
Driniumor while the 124th Infantry turned south and cleared the area along 
the river, a task completed with some difficulty. A Japanese attack on the 2d 
Battalion, 128th Infantry, near Tiver, was repulsed, and except for minor 
remnants of the enemy forces, the situation in the North Force sector was 
now restored. 
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South Force, separated from North Force by a swamp, moved eastward 
at 1000, 13 July. Assisted by Australian air attacks, it reached the Driniumor 
about 1445. On the 14th, its efforts to establish contact with North Force 
were unsuccessful. During the night of 14-15 July, the enemy attempted to 
take advantage of this situation, but ran into the 3d Battalion, 124th In- 
fantry, and sustained heavy losses. It was not until 18 July that the gap was 
completely closed and Persecution’s Covering Force reestablished all along 
the Driniumor. There remained, however, a considerable number of enemy 
small forces in the area behind the positions along the river. To clear up this 
situation. General Hall released the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 127th In- 
fantry to General Gill’s command. Of the nine organic infantry battalions of 
the 32d Division, five were now under Gill’s tactical command ; the other 
four (the three of the 126th Infantry and the 3d Battalion of the 128th) 
remained on the main defensive position around the airfield. All, of course, 
continued under his administrative control as Division commander. 

The two battalions assigned to the clean-up tzisk had several days and 
nights of involved patrolling and fighting complicated by lack of any definite 
information about the enemy’s strength and dispositions and by the dif- 
ficult terrain, and also by communications failures. Movement of enemy 
troops along trails between South Force and the Torricelli Mountains was 
also reported, and South Force was subjected to several attacks culminating 
in the recapture of Afua by the Japanese. On the 22d, the two battalions 
were attached to General Cunningham’s South Force. This put all of the 
127th Infantry in Cunningham’s command. The regimental commander. 
Colonel Howe, made a difficult trip with a small escort in order to report 
to Cunningham and arrange the movement of his two battalions into the 
South Force area. 

Elements of both battalions were committed to action almost as soon as 
they arrived. Afua changed hands several times, and South Force engaged in 
over a week of complicated fighting, made particularly difficult by the broken 
jungle-covered terrain, the lack of roads, the inaccurate maps, and the 
mixing of units. By the end of the month the force was in an oval-shaped 
perimeter not over eight hundred yards deep at any point. The 2d Battalion, 
127th Infantry, was facing the river with its left flank bent backward; the 
112th Cavalry’s positions extended south and west; and the other two bat- 
talions of the 127th completed the perimeter on the west side. 

In the course of the confused fighting in the Afua area, another Red 
Arrow man won his country's highest decoration. Private Donald R. Lobaugh 
of the 127th Infantry gained the award w’hen his platoon was cut off by 
enemy forces armed with automatic weapons and rifles. Under the platoon 
leader, Lieutenant John S. Kerliz^n, the unit was about to try to fight its 
w’ay out of the encirclement when Private Lobaugh went to his squad leader. 
Staff Sergeant Edward L. Jirikowic, and suggested that one man could keep 
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the enemy busy enough to allow the rest to break through to safety. When 
Lobaugh asked permission to try, the Sergeant, in view of the evident dan- 
ger of the attempt, did not give permission, nor did he refuse it. “Next 
thing,” the Sergeant said in telling the story of Lobaugh’s exploit, “I saw 
him crawling alone toward the enemy position.” 

Following is the War Department’s official citation for the award of 
the Medal of Honor : 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty near Afua, New Guinea, on 22 
July 1944. While Private Lobaugh^s company was withdrawing 
from its position on 21 July, the enemy attacked and cut off ap- 
proximately one platoon of our troops. The platoon immediately 
occupied, organized, and defended a position, which it held 
throughout the night. Early on 22 July, an attempt was made to 
effect its withdrawal, but during the preparation thereof, the en- 
emy emplaced a machine gun, protected by the fire of rifles and 
automatic weapons, which blocked the only route over which the 
platoon could move. Knowing that it was the key to the enemy 
position. Private Lobaugh volunteered to attempt to destroy this 
weapon, even though in order to reach it he would be forced to 
work his way about 30 yards over ground devoid of cover. When 
part of the way across thi^ open space he threw a hand grenade, 
but exposed himself in the act and was wounded. Heedless of his 
wound, he boldly rushed the emplacement, firing as he advanced. 

The enemy concentrated their fire on him, and he was struck 
repeatedly, but he continued his attack and killed two more before 
he himself was slain. Private Lobaugh^ s heroic actions inspired his 
comrades to press the attack, and to drive the enemy from the 
position with heavy losses. His fighting determination and intre- 
pidity in battle exemplify the highest traditions of the armed 
forces of the United States. 

The enemy forces engaged against South Force probably totaled be- 
tween 2,500 and 3,000 men. South Force’s casualties between 13 and 31 July 
were 106 killed, 386 wounded, 18 missing, 426 evacuated because of illness. 
The 112th Cavalry Regiment was reduced to about the size of an infantry 
Battalion, and the 2d Battalion, 127th Infantry, also had high losses. 

Early on 1 August, the Japanese forces, now probably totaling some 
4,000 men but in bad shape from star\^ation, exhaustion, and disease, 
launched a suicidal attack on the South Force position. Repeated assaults 
continued at intervals and at different locations for four days. They were 
poorly coordinated and unsuccessful. 

In the meantime, General Hall had decided to launch a counterof- 
fensive against the Japanese on 31 July. At 0800 on that day, the 124th In- 
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fantry, reinforced, began crossing the Driniumor. The 2d and 3d Battalions 
of the 128th Infantry moved into the positions vacated by the attacking 
force. The four battalions of the attacking force (a battalion of the 169th 
Infantry was attached to the 124th) moved eastward against varying op- 
position through extremely difficult, muddy, densely covered country, and 
then turned south with the idea of cutting all possible enemy lines of retreat 
and supply, and destroying all enemy troops encountered. 

During the same period. General Adachi, the commander of the Jap- 
anese 18th Army, had been attempting to withdraw his force from the 
Driniumor area. 

The Army’s The Approach to the Philippines summarizes the opera 
tions of the four battalions in these words : “While the envelopment was not 
as successful. . .as had been anticipated, or as it was thought to be at the 
time of its completion, the maneuver did force the 18th Army to accelerate 
its already planned withdrawal from the Driniumor.” In any case, the result 
was to relieve the pressure on South Force, and Cunningham promptly 
ordered an attack to clear the enemy remnants from his area. On 6 August 
the Force, which had been given two more battalions of Infantry, one of 
which was the 3d Battalion of the 128th, began this task. It was completed 
by dark on the 9th. There was no longer any serious enemy threat to the 
Aitape area and its airfield. 

During the next few days, elements of the 43rd Infantry Division took 
over the Covering Force’s position along the river, and the 32d Division was 
assembled in the Blue Beach area. The Aitape operation was formally de- 
clared terminated on 25 August 1944. Tadji airfield had been secured for 
the Allies, the Japanese 18th Army had been removed from the picture, and 
the Aitape area had become available as a staging base for future operations. 

General Eichelberger, in his book, has some comments on the Battle of 
the Driniumor: 

/ visited this battlefield . . .and General Gill told me the whole 
story. The XI Corps directed operations, but Gill was the field 
commander. After Adachi had been repulsed in frontal attacks, he 
attempted an end run into the Torricelli Mountains. Gill’s force at 
the ri^ht end of the Driniumor Line held the positions against 
Adachi’s last assault, which took place at a point called Afua. 
Meanwhile Gill sent a force across the Driniumor which circled 
into the rear of the attackers. 

Cub-planes — The same Cub planes which would have been 
so valuable to the 32d in Buna and Sanananda— directed the 
movement of this force by flying directly over the troops. Nine 
days were necessary to move ten miles in the dense jungle. When 
the Japs failed to break through at Afua and began to retreat, they 
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found four battalions of the encircling force directly across their 
path. Few of the Japanese survived. 

The 129th Field Artillery Battalion was later awarded the Distin- 
guished Unit Citation for its part in the Campaign: 

The 129th Field Artillery Battalion is cited for extraordinary 
heroism and outstanding performance of duty in action against the 
enemy from 27 May to 24 August 1944 at Aitape, New Guinea. 
Shortly before 27 May 1944, intelligence reports were received to 
the effect that Japanese forces, split by the landing of the 32d 
Division and attached units at Aitape, were attempting to remedy 
their precarious situation by marching on Aitape from their base 
at Wewak. This task had been assigned to a picked unit, the well- 
trained Japanese 18th Army, who early verified these reports by 
their aggressive and extensive patrolling. Had their attempted oper- 
ations been successful, it would have endangered the whole strategy 
of the New Guinea Campaign. To avert such, into the breach was 
hurled the 129th FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION, the only 
artillery unit in position to check the Japanese advance and ren- 
dered fire support to the 127th and 128th Infantry Regiments, 
then in defense along Driniumor River for a distance of 4]/2 miles. 
Unable to depend upon available maps, the battalion, overcoming 
unusually difficult and hazardous conditions, initiated extensive 
and painstaking air and ground reconnaissance. Forward observers 
on patrol with infantry elements encountered advance elements of 
the enemy force and brought devasting fire on targets of oppor- 
tunity. In addition, the battalion furnished its own reconnaissance 
and local security, which successfully destroyed all preliminary 
attempts to enter the battalion perimeter. By 27 June, the situation 
was such as to require displacement of artillery pieces to the 
forward limits of the defective sector. On 10 July, after intense 
infantry and artillery preparation, the enemy launched a full- 
scale attack in strength. An immediate concentration of all how- 
itzers of the 129th Field Artillery Battalion broke up this attack 
and forced the enemy commander to relaunch his drive in force 
at another point in the line. To this, the battalion also gave its 
determined and concentrated fire, expending some 1,300 rounds 
in little better than an hoards time and at a rate of better than 18 
rounds a minute. Its complete ammunition supply exhausted, the 
battalion completed a successful and orderly night withdrawal 
and, in the next 36 hours, utilized its airplanes and radios to assist 
in a large measure the regrouping of all forces for a counterattack, 
infantry communication having been completely disrupted. Shortly 
thereafter, on 13 July, the 32d Division advanced in force against 
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the enemy preceded by the heaviest of preliminary barrages and 
counterbattery fire. So successful was the execution against even 
the most fanatical of Japanese resistance that in an incredibly 
short time the Drhiiumor River line was resecured and the enemy 
forced to reorganize his heavily depleted units east of the river. 
After numerous feints at the original line, the enemy attempted a 
by-pass action through the hills south of AfuOy only to be met by 
the same annihilating fire from the howitzers of the 129th FIELD 
ARTILLERY BATTALION y which had shatter d his previous 
attempts. Eventually y his remnants withdrew towards Wewaky all 
threats to the success of the American Aitape operation broken, 
hi this operatioUy which saw individual members of the 129th 
FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION perform many recognized 
acts of heroism and gallantry, and exhibit the highest esprit de 
corps, artillery units contributed a decisive portion of the force 
which cost the Japanese in excess of 10,000 casualties. The 129th 
FIELD ARTILLERY BATTADION, at first alone and later the 
coordinating and intelligence force for all artillery units support- 
ing the attack, maintained the finest traditions of the artillery, 
exhibiting only the best in training, discipline, and the delivery of 
accurate fire. Its action reflected great credit on itself, the 32d 
Division, and the military service. 

Among the command changes during August 1944 was the assignment 
of Colonel John A. Hettinger to the 128th Infantry, succeeding Lt. Col. 
Herbert A. Smith, who had been in temporary command of the regiment. 
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CHAPTER TEN 


THE MOROTAI OPERATIONS 


General MacArthur’s campaign in New Guinea and its offshore islands 
was now practically completed. Mindanao, southernmost of the larger is- 
lands of the Philippines and originally scheduled for invasion in October, 
lay some 650 miles to the north. The choice of which of the enemy held 
islands between New Guinea and Mindanao should be seized as an air and 
PT-boat base was a difficult one. Morotai was the final choice. Midway 
between the Allied bases and the objective, it was not strongly held. Its 
capture would bypass the strong Japanese garrison on Halmahera Island, 
and it appeared to be adequate as an air and light naval craft base. D-day 
was set for 15 September 1944. The Mindanao invasion was postponed to 
15 November. 

Morotai is about 40 miles long and 25 miles wide. The general picture, 
for veterans of fighting in New Guinea, was a familiar one — reefs off shore, 
narrow beaches, thick rain forests, rough and mountainous terrain inland. 
The one important difference from most of northern New Guinea was that 
there was considerable ground near the beaches that was relatively firm. 

General Krueger designated Major General Charles P. Hall, XI Corps 
commander, to command the task force. It was named Tradewind Task 
Force and consisted primarily of the 31st Infantry Division and the 126th 
RCT from the 32d Infantry Division. 

The 126th RCT included, besides the 126th Infantry, the 120th Field 
Artillery Battalion and detachments of engineer, quartermaster, ordnance, 
signal, medical, and military police troops. It was designated Task Force 
reserv'c. 

The RCT loaded at Aitape with some difficulty through the surf. The 
convoy was assembled on 11 September, and the assault force landed on 
Morotai as scheduled on the morning of 15 September without opposition. 
The 126th RCT started landing the next morning. Its principal mission, 
since the 31st Division had no difficulty in dealing with the few small enemy 
forces encountered, was to occupy outposts and observ^ation posts along the 
shore and on various islands off the coast. 

Although the Japanese made some minor attempts to send additional 
troops to Morotai, they were all unimportant. Japanese air reaction, how- 
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ever, was more persistent, but not effective enough to interfere seriously with 
the development of the airfields and other projects. Actually, the heavy rain 
storms interfered more with such construction at times than enemy air raids 
did. 

Even as Morotai was being captured, a major change in Allied strategy 
not only increased the importance of its seizure but affected the plans for 
the future employment of the 32d Division. Interchanges of messages be- 
tween General MacArthur, Admiral Halsey, Admiral Nimitz and the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (who were attending the Octagon Conference in Quebec) 
resulted in a decision to bypass Mindanao, Yap, and Talaud Islands, which 
had been scheduled as the next objectives, and to move directly against 
Leyte. The invasion of Leyte had been tentatively set for 20 December. It 
was now pushed forward two whole months to 20 October 1944. 

In preparation for its part in the Leyte operation, the 32d Division, less 
the elements on Morotai, was moved by sea and air from Aitape to Hol- 
landia. 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 


BIAK 


From early in the Aitape operation until the latter part of the Leyte 
campaign (to be described in the next chapter), one battalion of the 32d 
Division was detached, and it led an orphan’s existence. 

Allied success at Hollandia had been followed by a rapid series of ad- 
vances westward along the coast of New Guinea. A major step in this pro- 
gress was to be the capture of the island of Biak, strategically located oflf 
the center of Beelvink Bay. There were three Japanese air strips on it. Allied 
possession of these strips was important, not only to eliminate them as a 
source of enemy air attacks, but because they were needed to support our 
coming operations. 

Biak was different from most of the Pacific islands on which Ameri- 
can troops had fought. It had been de.scribed as “one huge lump of coral.” 
Cliffs rise abruptly from the sea, and innumerable caves honeycomb the 
island. Much of it is covered with rain forests and jungle. Drinking water is 
scarce. 

The force hastily organized to seize Biak was designated Hurricane 
Task Force, and was built around elements of the 41st Infantry Division. 
The 121st Field Artillery Battalion, normally the 155mm howitzer battalion 
of the 32d Division, but now armed with truck-drawn Ml 75mm howitzers, 
was attached to the 41st Division on 10 May 1944. The battalion, com- 
manded by Lt. Colonel Arthur E. Solem, was moved by water from Aitape 
to Hollandia. 

In the planning for the landing on Biak, the battalion was given a role 
of direct support of the 186th Infantry of the 41st Division. 

The Task Force sailed from Hollandia on 25 May. The leading units 
of the 186th, the assault regiment, landed at 0715 on 27 May, on time but 
not at the right place, because strong currents plus smoke and dust from the 
preliminary bombardment had resulted in navigational errors. 

Battery C of the 121st Field Artillery Battalion was the first artillery 
unit to land. It was ashore and ready to fire by 0730. The rest of the bat- 
talion was not far behind, but only Battery C actually went into action on 
the first day. Resistance was feeble that day although the enemy attacked 
the ships and beaches from the air. 
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Postwar studies indicate that the total enemy strength on Biak on May 
27th was about 11,400, but that only about 4,000 of these were combat 
troops. The Japanese commander, faced with the problem of defending a 
long coast line with relatively few troops, correctly decided to place them 
where he could use them most efficiently to deny the airfield area of the 
island to the invading forces. 

After the first day, the enemy reaction to the landings became vigorous 
and even violent. Fresh troops were brought in to reinforce the enemy gar- 
rison. Much bitter and involved fighting ensued in which the rough terrain 
and lack of water added to the problems of the invading force. The 121st 
was actively engaged throughout this period, probably more so than the 
other artillery units which were sometimes handicapped by the fact that they 
were manning heavier weapons. On 7 June, for example, the 121st fired 
over 2,000 rounds. 

On 14 June, in a movement reminiscent of what had happened at 
Buna, General Eichelberger was sent in to take over command of the Task 
Force when both Generals MacArthur and Krueger became dissatisfied with 
the slowness of the operations and the failure to capture the airfields at an 
early date. The fact that General MacArthur’s headquarters had already 
announced that victory had been achieved on Biak did not help matters. 
Eichelberger arrived on the island on the 15th. Even as he was in the 
process of taking over command, a particularly bitter battle was in progress, 
a battle which included a vigorous enemy counterattack employing both 
infantry and tanks. 

In the Army’s official account, contained in the volume The Approach 
to the Philippines, there is this comment on the part played by the battalion 
from the 32d during this action: “The 121st Field Artillery Battalion, while 
it had hit no tanks, had proved a real aid during the battle. It prevented 
Japanese infantrymen from forming for the attack and neutralized a num- 
ber of enemy machine guns by firing 600 rounds into the area northwest of 
the 1st Battalion, 186th Infantry.” 

Aided by reinforcements, the Task Force captured the airfields during 
the next week, but the battle of the caves (“the enemy’s unbelievable under- 
world,” in General Eichelbecger’s phrase) went on. 

On 28 June, Eichelberger turned over command of the Task Force to 
Brigadier General Jens A. Doe of the 41st Division. The 121st Field Artil- 
lery continued to support the task force infantry during most of the mop- 
ping-up period. Its last round of the Biak operation was fired on 28 July. 

On 11 September, the 121st was reequipped with tractor-drawn 155mm 
Howitzers. On 2 October the battalion reverted to the 32d Division, but it 
remained on Biak until 1 3 November, when it sailed for Hollandia. 
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On 6 December, in company with some rear-echelon elements of the 
32d, it sailed for Leyte. It was put ashore on the east coast on 14 December 
and was back with the Division two days later. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 


LEYTE 


Leyte, one of the eastern chain of islands between Luzon and Min- 
danao, is over 100 miles long from north to south, and runs from about 15 
miles to 40 miles in width. It forms over 2,700 square miles of difficult 
country with the familiar southwest Pacific pattern of jungle-covered moun- 
tains, swamps, streams and a few poor roads. It is separated from the larger 
island of Samar to the northeast only by the narrow, 25 mile-long, San 
Juanico Strait. This shallow strait is navigable by small craft only. 

Leyte is divided by a rugged, wooded mountain range rising to heights 
of about 4,000 feet and extending generally north and south through the 
length of the island. Between this range and a detached hill mass in the ex- 
treme northeast is the fertile, tactically important, 15-mile-wide Leyte Valley 
which extends inland from the good beaches along the northern part of the 
eastern coastal area. The smaller Ormoc Valley, extending to the north from 
Ormoc Bay on the west coast, is the other corridor which, with the heights 
dominating it, strongly influences the planning of any military operation on 
Leyte. 

Basically, Six.th Army’s plan for the capture of the Leyte-Samar area 
was divided into four phases. Although the 32d Infantry Division was not 
scheduled to participate in the early assault operations, an understanding of 
the over-all plan and its phases is necessary to appreciate the vital part 
the Division played in the latter part of the campaign. 

Phase I provided for preliminary amphibious operations to secure the 
islands which dominate the eastern entrances to the Leyte Gulf. 

Phase II was to be a major amphibious assault on the northern beaches 
of the eastern coast and the seizing of airfield and base sites on the coastal 
strip in that area, followed immediately by an advance to the northwest to 
gain control of Leyte Valley, the Carigara beaches, and San Juanico Strait. 

Phase III comprised the overland and shore- to-shorc operations to 
destroy the remaining Japanese forces on Leyte, and the seizure and occupa- 
tion of southwestern Samar. 

In developing the details of his plan, General Krueger, Sixth Army 
commander, concluded that it was essential to push elements of his com- 
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On 19 October two assault forces, the 3d commanded by 
Admiral Wilkinson and the 7th commanded by Rear Admiral 
Daniel E. Barbey, approached the east coast of Leyte with the Sixth 
army under General Kruei^er aboard. It was an armada of combat 
and assault vessels that stretched across the vast Pacific horizon. In 
the covering naval forces were the battleships CALIFORNIA, 
MISSISSIPPI, MARYLAND, PENNSYLVANIA, TENNESSEE, 
and WEST VIRGINIA with their screen of cruisers and de- 
stroyers, The troops and material with which we were to seize 
Leyte were loaded in 53 assault transports, 54 assault cargo ships, 

151 landing ships (tank), 72 landing craft (infantry), 16 rocket 
ships, and over 400 other assorted amphibious craft. The air cover 
was provided by planes from 18 escort carriers. 

Out to sea Admiral Halsey's mighty carrier task force, which 
helped prepare the way for the landings by air bombardment, now 
stood watch for possible Japanese naval opposition to the landings. 

That day a Japanese search plane discovered this great amphibious 
force and reported its presence to Admiral Kurita's Singapore fleet, 
which then constituted 60 percent of Japan's major naval units. 

This report precipitated one of the decisive battles of history. 

The X and XXIV Corps of the Sixth Army went ashore on 
schedule the following day after the Navy had paved its way with 
drum-fire bombardment. Three days later General Mac Arthur 
directed the ground forces to secure their beach areas and await 
the outcome of the naval battle which was now impending. The 
Japanese made the decision to commit their fleet in the battle to 
prevent America's return to the Philippines. 

By the 26th it was apparent that the Third and Seventh Fleets 
had virtually eliminated Japan as a sea power. 

The battle for Leyte Gulf was, as General Marshall calls it, “one of the 
decisive battles of history.” Its results of course affected the future activities 
of the 32d Division as it did those of all Allied forces engaged in the 
struggle against Japan. Another major development leading up to the 
Division’s next commitment to combat was the Japanese decision to rein- 
force their ground forces on Leyte. 

Field Marshal Count Hisaichi Terauc! i was the supreme commander 
of all the troops in Japan's great conquered area in the Southwest Pacific. 
His headquarters was in Manila. The 14th Area Army, until recently com- 
manded by Lieutenant General Shigenori Kuroda, was charged with the 
defense of llie Phili])pines. It had a strength of over 260,000 men but they 
w('re scattered all over the Philippinc's, and Allied air and naval pressure 
was making it incn‘asingly difficult to move them from place to place. 
Terauchi, expecting an attack somewhere in the Philippines, secured Gen- 
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eral Tomoyuki Yamashita, an officer with an outstanding war record, to 
replace General Kuroda. Although the landing on Leyte achieved complete 
strategic surprise in terms of timing, weight, and location, it was soon 
evident that the Japanese were going to make every effort to hold the island. 
Reinforcements were moved in from Mindanao, Luzon, Cebu, Panay and 
other islands. 

But in the last few days of October a series of typhoons struck Leyte and 
the surrounding area and slowed down both our own operations and those 
of the Japanese. By the end of the first week in November, enemy reinforce- 
ments and the heavy rains had practically stopped Sixth Army’s advance. 
The weather also made the captured airfields largely useless. 

Field Marshal Terauchi now transferred his headquarters to Saigon, in 
French Indochina, leaving General Yamashita in full control of the de- 
fense of the Philippine Islands. Yamashita continued to make every effort to 
reinforce the Japanese forces on Leyte. By middle of November, his ground 
forces had increased to a strength of about 50,000 men, and this in spite of 
high casualties suffered both in battle and in the loss of transports bringing 
reinforcements. More Japanese planes were also transferred to the Philip- 
pines, and the Leyte operation rapidly developed into a great showdown of 
Japanese and Allied strength on land, on and under the sea, and in the air. 
For the Japanese, the war had reached a vital, decisive climax. Their use of 
planned suicide air attacks — the “Kamikaze” strikes — emphasized how fully 
they realized their situation. 

The U. S. X Corps, commanded by Major General Franklin C. Sibert, 
and composed of the 1st Cavalry Division and the 24th Infantry Division, 
pushed northwestward, as soon as the outcome of the naval battle was 
evident, in accordance with Phase II of the plan. The 1st Cavalry Division, 
on the right, secured control of San Juanico Strait. The 24th Division, 
against obstinate resistance, drove the enemy from the Leyte Valley, and 
elements of both divisions participated in capturing a considerable part of 
the Carigara Bay coast. 

At about the same time, XXIV Corps to the south had also completed 
its Phase II operations, and by 2 November had succeeded in getting ele- 
ments of its 7th Infantry Division across the waist of the island to the west 
coast where they seized the little town of Baybay. 

In the meanwhile, the Japanese had succeeded in bringing important 
reinforcements into the west coast port of Ormoc. These included elements 
of the Headquarters of the 35th Army, of the 30th and 102d Divisions, and 
several independent units. Most important was the arrival at Ormoc on 1 
and 2 November of the crack 1st Division. This veteran unit was reputedly 
one of the four best, and perhaps the very best, of the top divisions of the 
Japanese Army. “It did more,” says General Krueger, “than any other 
enemy unit to prolong the Leyte operation.” 

The combination of the late October typhoons and the arrival of an 
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estimated 22,400 enemy troops soon had an adverse effect on the progress of 
the campaign. The storms had turned the few poor roads and the jungle 
trails into quagmires, seriously affecting the supply and evacuation problems 
for the troops distant from the east coast beaches. 

By 7 November the Japanese had established a defensive line, extending 
generally east and west, north of the town of Limon, and a captured 1st 
Division order indicated that they would shortly launch an offensive. Ele- 
ments of the U. S. 24th Division were pushed off of Breakneck Ridge, an 
extremely rugged, wooded piece of high ground north of Limon. 

General Krueger, believing firmly that the best way to prevent the enemy 
from attacking was to keep constant pressure on him, determined to retain 
the initiative by pushing his offensive vigorously from the north down the 
Ormoc Valley, while one division drove north along the coast from Babay, 
and another made an assault landing near Ormoc. 

Carrying out this plan, the 24th Infantry Division recaptured Break- 
neck Ridge by 14 November except for several spurs still in enemy hands. 
The rest of X Corps made slow but steady progress in the adjoining areas. 
XXIV Corps also maintained pressure on the enemy and prepared itself 
to do its part in destroying the enemy forces on the west coast. But in the 
meantime the Japanese had succeeded in getting another Division, the 26th, 
ashore near Ormoc on 9 November. 

Fortunately, U. S. reinforcements, including the 32d Division, were 
now about to enter the picture. The 32d had been initially assigned to its 
reserve mission for the Leyte operation on 27 September. Sixth Army’s orders 
to the Division required that it be prepared, after 23 October, to move to 
Leyte on twenty-four hours’ notice. Actually there was no possibility of the 
Division’s reaching Leyte before the middle of November because its move- 
ment there depended on the turnaround of part of the shipping used in the 
assault landings. 

Under pressure of the events already described, the Division, (less its 
121st FA Battalion) was embarked at Hollandia and Morotai as expedi- 
tiously as possible, and it arrived at the Leyte east coast beaches on 14 
November. General Krueger had originally intended to use the 32d to gain 
control of southern Samar, but the small number of Japanese there coupled 
with the situation on the front of X Corps decided him to attach the Divi- 
sion to X Corps “in order to impart impetus to the offensive and to give 
some rest to the tired troops of the 24th Division, which had been con- 
tinuously in action for over three weeks.’’ 

Quickly assembled in the X Corps zone near Jaro, the 32d Division 
began to relieve the 24th Division after the 24th had completed the capture 
of the high ground north of Limon on 16 No\ember. The 34th Infantry 
Regiment and three artillery battalions of the 24th Division were left in 
action, attached to the 32d. 
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The orders given to Colonel John A. Hettinger, commander of the 
128th Infantry, called for his regiment to pass through the 21st Infantry 
(24th Division), attack south astride Highway No. 2, and capture Limon. 
The 128th moved out at 0800 with its 3d Battalion (Lieutenant Colonel 
William A. Duncan) on the right, and its 1st Battalion ( Lieutenant Colonel 
Scott, and later, Lt. Col. James P. Bums) on the left. It passed through the 
21st about noon, but the 1st Battalion was able to make very little progress 
against the strong enemy opposition it met. The 3d Battalion on this and the 
following days met less resistance, but it had to regulate its advance to some 
extent on the 1st Battalion which could only make slow progress against the 
Japanese positions on the high ground known as Corkscrew Ridge. 

On 22 November, with artillery support (particularly from the 120th 
FA Battalion), the regiment attacked at 0800 with its 3d and 2d Battalions 
abreast, leaving its first to contain the enemy on Corkscrew Ridge. Again 
the 3d Battalion met little opposition. The 2d had harder fighting but 
nevertheless was able, along with Company K, to push through Limon. But 
enemy counterattacks and streams flooded by the heavy rains soon stopped 
the advance. 

The occupation of Limon might be regarded as an end of the battle of 
Breakneck Ridge although all of the enemy’s pockets of resistance were not 
eliminated until mid-December. The term is an unofficial one, maps of the 
area are of doubtful accuracy, reports are inadequate, and a complete and 
accurate reconstruction of the fighting from Carigara Bay to Limon would 
be very difficult. 

After the capture of Limon there ensued much bitter and confused 
fighting in that vicinity. On 1 December General Gill ordered the 1st Bat- 
talion, 34th Infantry (Commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Thomas E. Clif- 
ford, Jr., former All-American West Point football star), to withdraw from 
its position where it had done excellent work in preventing the Japanese 
from reinforcing the Limon Forces. His message concluded: “You and your 
men have not been forgotten. You are the talk of the island, and perhaps 
the United States. Army beat Notre Dame 59 to 0, the worst defeat on 
record.” 

Actually, it was several days before the withdrawal of Colonel Clif- 
ford’s battalion could be completed. The Japanese were still resisting 
strongly although their 1st Division had already sustained over 3,000 battle 
casualties. From postwar examination of Japanese records it appears that 
the 1st Division’s mission was not changed from attack to defense until 6 
December “when it had reached the stage of collapse.” The fact that the 
enemy continued to operate with an offensive mission for some time after the 
bulk of his forces were actually on the defense probably accounts in part 
for the sporadic fighting, involving all three infantry regiments of the 32d 
Division, which broke out repeatedly throughout the Division’s area. 
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On 5 December, while participating in the defense of a position against 
a vigorous counterattack, Private First Class William A. McWhorter per- 
formed an act of gallantry for w'hich he was later posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor. McWhorter, a 27-year-old machine gunner of Company 
M, 126th Infantry, was from Liberty, South Carolina, and had participated 
in the operations at Aitape, Saidor and Morotai. Private First Class William 
D. Brooks, from Hazel Green, Alabama, was McWhorter’s assistant gunner, 
and Private First Class George O. Panzer, of Olympia, Washington, was 
approaching the emplacement with ammunition when the enemy rush was 
stopped. As Brooks tells the story: “Just as they quit, I saw an object come 
flying through the air and land inside our position. As I realized it was a 
block of TNT with a fuse attached, McWhorter rushed to it and picked it 
up. There was no time to do anything with it and he hugged it to his chest 
and bent over and turned away from me. As he did so it exploded. He had 
deliberately given his life for mine.” 

McWhorter’s citation reads : 

Private First Class William A. McWhorter, Company M, I26th 
Infantry, United States Army, displayed gallantry and intrepidity 
at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while 
engaged in operations against the enemy on Leyte, Philippine 
Islands, on December 5, 1944. Private McWhorter, a machine 
gunner, was emplaced in a defensive position with one assistant 
when the enemy launched a heavy attack. Manning the gun and 
opening fire, he killed several members of an advancing squad, 
when one of the enemy succeeded in throwing a fused demolition 
charge in the entrenchment. Without hesitation and with complete 
disregard for his own safety. Private McWhorter picked up the im- 
provised grenade, and deliberately held it close to his body, bending 
over and turning away from his companion. The charge exploded, 
killing him instantly, but leaving his assistant unharmed. Private 
McWhorter’s outstanding Heroism and supreme sacrifice in shield- 
ing a comrade reflect the highest traditions of the military service. 

The 3d Battalion, 127th Infantry, so distinguished itself during the 
early part of the 32d Division’s participation in the Leyte campaign that it 
was later cited in War Department orders; 

The .3d BATTALION, 127th INFANTRY REGIMENT, is 
cited for outstanding performance of duty in action against the 
enemy near Limon, Leyte, Philippine Islands, from 30 November 
to 7 December 1944. The .3d BATTALION, 127th INFANTRY 
REGIMENT , was ordered to attack Hill 400, near Limon, Leyte, 
Philippine Islands. This hill was the key defensive position of the 
crack Japanese Imperial 1st Division. The assigned mission was 
to knock out all installations, annihilate the foe, capture and hold 
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commanding ground which he occupied. The commanding ground 
of Hill 400 enabled the Japanese not only to defend the hill proper 
but extensive areas on both the flanks as well. Automatic weapons, 
mortars, artillery, and small arms which the enemy possessed in 
great numbers could be utilized from these positions with maxi- 
mum effectiveness. The irregularity of the slopes and dense under- 
growth in many places was a definite handicap to any attacking 
force. In addition, for several hundred yards from the crest of the 
objective, the ground was completely barren, affording neither 
cover nor concealment from enemy observation and fire. The signal 
to attack was given. Company L on the right made a frontal 
attack; Company I, supported by Company K, advanced to make 
a left enveloping movement; Company M, stationed on Bridge 
Ridge, gave supporting 81mm, 60mm mortar and overhead ma- 
chine-gun fire. For 8 days a vicious battle raged. Foot by foot, 
yard by yard, the men of the 3d BATTALION pressed forward 
against fanatical enemy resistance. Numerous ‘^banzaV^ counter 
attacks at times halted our men, and on occasion even compelled 
them to yield some ground, but their courage and determination 
never wavered. Temporary reverse only spurred them on to 
greater efforts. Individual acts of outstanding heroism were numer- 
ous, Time and again officers and enlisted men, severely wounded, 
continued to fight on, rejecting medical aid and refusing to leave 
the field of battle. Headquarters company personnel kept a con- 
stant flow of ammunition and supplies to our embattled forces, 
despite the terrific enemy fire constantly directed at them. Medical 
officers and enlisted men attached to the battalion treated our 
wounded under fire and evacuated them promptly to the rear. 
These operations were carried out heedless of their personal safety 
and numerous enemy efforts to prevent their missions of rescue. On 
the eighth day our men were ready for the final assault on Hill 
400. Two hundred yards of barren, open, and exposed ground 
lay between them and the crest of the hill. Across this ground, 
devoid of cover and concealment, gallantly our men braved the 
enemy^s pointblank fire. Doggedly they advanced until the crest 
was reached. Hand-to-hand combat ensued when they attained 
the hill, but our men were not to be denied; they destroyed many 
defenders and forced the others to flee in panic. In the 8-day 
battle many enemy were killed and much valuable equipment 
captured or destroyed. A large number of maps and regimental 
personnel records of great intelligence value were also captured. 
The signal victory broke the enemy^s claimed impregnable Yam- 
shita Line, and contributed greatly to the complete and utter 
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defeat of the Japanese troops resisting in the upper Ormoc Valley^ 
and the final collapse of all enemy resistance on Leyte. In out- 
maneuvering, out-fighting, and out-lasting a numerically superior 
foe who had an overwhelming advantage in position and fire 
power, the officers and men of the 3d BATTALION , 127th IN- 
FANTRY REGIMENT , exemplified the finest traditions of 
American arms. 

On 7 December, the 77th Infantry Division landed near Ormoc, over- 
came enemy opposition in the vicinity of the beaches, and began to attack 
north up the Ormoc Valley toward the 32d Division. By the 14th, the 32d 
Division had reached positions about a mile south of Tolibaw after a slow 
but steady advance against strong opposition. Most of this advance was 
made with the 126th Infantry (Colonel Raymond G. Stanton) and the 127th 
Infantry (Colonel Frederick R. Stofft) abreast. Some idea of the difficul- 
ties of the advance can be gained from the Army’s official history of the 
campaign: “Every bend of the road was lined with foxholes dug into the 
banks of the road and spider holes dug underneath the roots of trees and 
under logs on the hillsides. It was bitter, close hand to hand fighting, and 
because of the steepness of the terrain, and denseness of the tree growth, 
the inaccuracy of maps and the nearness of adjoining units, artillery and 
mortar fire could not be used to its full advantage in reducing these posi- 
tions.” 

Although it was often unknown to the front-line troops, repeated Jap- 
anese attempts to bring in reinforcements both by sea and by air were a 
constant source of concern to senior officers. 

The fighting on the 15th resulted in two more awards of the Medal 
of Honor to wearers of the Red Arrow, and illustrates the continued hard 
quality of the Japanese resistance. Sergeant Leroy Johnson, of Oakdale, 
Louisiana, who had already won the Silver Star for gallantry in action 
near Sanananda during the Papuan campaign was awarded the Medal of 
Honor with this citation : 

Sergeant LEROY JOHNSON , Company K, 126th Infantry 
on 15 December 1944, was squad leader of a nine-man patrol sent 
to reconnoiter a ridge held by a well-entrenched enemy force near 
Limon, Leyte, Philippine Islands. Seeing an enemy machine gun 
position he ordered his men to remain behind while he crawled to 
within six yards of the gun. One of the enemy crew jumped up and 
prepared to man the weapon. Quickly withdrawing. Sergeant 
Jolnison rejoined his patrol and reported the situation to his com- 
manding officer. Ordered to destroy the gun, which covered the 
approaches to several other enemy positions, he chose three other 
men, armed with hand grenades and led them to a point near the 
objective. After taking partial cover behind a log, the men had 
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knocked out the gun and began an assault when hostile troops 
on the flank hurled several grenades. As he started for cover. 
Sergeant Johnson saw two unexploded grenades which had fallen 
near his men. Knowing that his comrades would be wounded or 
killed by the explosion, he deliberately threw himself on the gre- 
nades and received their full charge in his body. Fatally wounded 
by the blast, he died soon afterward. Through his outstanding 
gallantry in sacrificing his life for his comrades. Sergeant Johnson 
provided a shining example of the highest traditions of the United 
States Army. 

Private First Class Dirk J. Vlug, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, the other 
Medal of Honor winner, was a twenty-nine-year-old veteran who had been 
with the Division since he joined the 126th Infantry at Camp Livingston, 
Louisiana. The action by which he won the Nation’s highest decoration 
surely ranks not only as one of the most heroic exploits of the war but also 
as an amazing example of the efficient use of weapons under the most dif- 
ficult circumstances. 

Technician Fourth Grade James J. Madigan, of Munsing, Michigan, 
gave an eye-witness account of the first part of the engagement: “My bat- 
talion had set up a roadblock along the Ormoc Road to prevent the Japs 
from getting behind our lines. In the after. . .we saw five Jap tanks coming 
down the road. The first tank was laying a smoke screen to conceal their 
movements. They started firing at us with heavy machine guns and 37mm 
cannons. All of us took cover except Private Vlug, who grabbed a rocket 
launcher and about six rounds of ammunition. I saw him move out toward 
the road by himself. The Japs in the lead tank started to direct heavy ma- 
chine-gun fire at him.” 

Captain James K. Sullivan tells how Vlug destroyed the tanks: “With 
one accurately fired round, he knocked out the first tank, killing its occu- 
pants. The second one stopped. Nip soldiers came out to attack Vlug. Using 
his pistol, he instantly killed one of them and forced the rest to return to the 
tank. Before they could get it moving, he used his launcher to demolish the 
vehicle. Meanwhile three more Jap tanks were moving up the road. Sighting 
Vlug, they immediately opened fire with their machine guns. Maneuvering 
to one side, he succeeded in putting the third tank out of action with a 
shot from his launcher. Despite the hail of enemy bullets, he pressed the 
attack against the remaining two tanks, which were now at close range. He 
destroyed still another of these tanks with his bazooka. Using his last round 
of ammo, he hit the last tank as it was trying to move around the burning 
wreckage of the other tanks, putting it out of control and causing it to 
swerve off the road and fall down a steep embankment. 

The official citation tells the story this way: 

Private First Class DIRK J. VLUG, 1st Battalion, 126th In- 
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fantry, displayed conspicuous f^allantry and intrepidity above and 
beyond the call of duty on December 15, 1944, when an American 
Road Block on the Orrnoc Road near Lwion^ Leyte, Philippine 
Islands, was attacked by a ;^roup of enemy tanks. He left his 
covered position, and with a rocket launcher and six rounds of 
ammunition, advanced alone under intense machine gun and 
37mm fire. Loading single-handedly, he destroyed the first tank, 
killing its occupants, with a single round. As the crew of the sec- 
ond tank started to dismount and attack him, he killed one of the 
foe with his pistol, forcing the survivors to return to their vehicle, 
which he then destroyed with a second round. Three more hostile 
tanks moved up the road, so he flanked the first and eliminated 
it, and then despite a hail of enemy fire he pressed forward again 
to destroy another. With his last round of ammunition he struck 
the remaining vehicle, causing it to crash down a steep embank- 
ment. Through his sustained heroism in the face of superior 
forces. Private Vlug alone destroyed five tanks and greatly facili- 
tated successful accomplishment of his battalion^s mission. 
Another enemy attack on the same day resulted in the later award of 
the Distinguished Unit Citation to Company C, 127th Infantry: 

COMPANY C, 127th INFANTRY REGIMENT, is cited for 
outstanding performance of duty in action against the enemy near 
the Ormoc Highway, Leyte, Philippine Islands, on 15 December 
1944. As a result of a wide flanking movement by our forces a 
large Japanese pocket was trapped. The only supply or evacuation 
route open to this enemy force was the Ormoc Highway. On 15 
December 1944, COMPANY C, 127th INFANTRY REGIMENT, 
was ordered to establish a road block on the Ormoc Highway to 
prevent these troops from being supplied or reinforced. Many 
enemy tanks were known to be m the area and were expected to 
resist any attempt by our forces to establish or maintain the block. 

The men of COMPANY C, armed with grenades, rifles, automatic 
weapons, mortars and bazookas, had just moved into position when 
the enemy struck. Ten light tanks supported by well-armed ground 
troops comprised the enemy force, hi addition, the enemy directed 
intense 75-mm and 150-mrn artillery fire against COMPANY C^s 
positions. Although the men were subject to point-blank fire 
from the enemy tanks, a hail of bullets from the numerically 
superior enemy ground troops, and the point-blank fire from 
the enemy artillery, they never ceased to face the challenge 
and return the fire to the foe. The men of CO MPANY C, 
by accuracy of their fire and excellent coordination of small arms 
and bazookas, completely routed the enemy. The mortars and a 


Digitized 


i» Goi.)gle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




LErrE 




Wreckod fflp- tajrtVtV f^no^z 


tCSyrfcsyJ: .C.Qrp«<^ U. Army) 


. 0e(i‘i of ^ iO ■■ 

/rtynnarlt i vf 

\ fi- : i»>‘ 

riftfif) *''ii)r tn ihc- 

riUfii^iff si' i^^Ei ’ W; i At; hiking oil 'i'fitmy rc^vi^oc-, :_ : 

" ", ’‘; ': " ■ ' ; ,,'. ^'’„’'’v,.' 

' ,. .;,'d<5i;'VlS' 19 attac:i«' 

UjC, ' 4.9'iU| v,!.;^|i'; 

■.piBiiy's^^ /'wiiii.'h iiad' }jcf“,n .ihe' ie/t..' baieiiitxn) ;of ^., 
y-:2!r4Tf U; ;!.26,th. i«lanwy,<- kK|Xi t-pn- 

5^<?nrj^i -lo^-W -.tlkr },asi-ii»'‘l«HV}^' 


• ';■ ,l'if:3,ii4f-^i chi' ' ■■ ■■ ■ :• 
RSITV Or MCHIG.AN 




RED ARROW 


.» -^1 .-. 1 : '.V'’ = = 1 


• ’'/'' ;■ -V>'V V >' ■ ‘ ■ > 

SfA' 

TH» 32d )ovn«d yri^H iK« Covoffy l>ivhitM»^ 

to ffije * 00 ^ Oyof^^ «»<><)» tofiv^sWoU^o «v«r^^, 

:tpntiftU4ii>s ^hicli 

th«;,;fft^ wiwoni . «3!5«>wWo,:; -tfrid, 


it s4?V(i»of», ai ii to iotv® It. 

AfTillory flol^tdrO oWtofl. Casm df crt|d rr^ftdicuw 

Vfofy HduUd H* tHe Ktnjit^ Cotiyin^ 5^|iowftcl l^t'y pifanes shuttled f^m ihe 

*tnp ^ the ^ thiot O ftirwi swooping low over 


to fifop the ijopply cosi^rt# ph]ji ijot Qmifhisi ToM legistlnsy cloth- 

!potj[» pmm«rfir»pn ototsfine «ohd Mf Ihp ptjher Items needed oo the 

rrtdnrh mode up cotisecufive doy$ the/iloyr hoWollpM weri^ compUtefy 

fuppheii hf ,rh^ me^hdd. It wos the lorgest ppe^x^vioii this hittU eveif lUcccssiluIfy 
•httempted^ le forty th€«ter.:^ / ; - • -v • ;V^. 

Ayhmrr tW irthUetrymeo reached the, >€^p> theX^ttHle wos Pter ; jf<^r 

division, it returned to the Car^^gUfOs^misrmapoQn bs^ for twP, 

•r^rahll}tOtlpif. ■ .•’ ’"ViX ■ ' k ' l i 


Go gle 


'■M\ 


riflip'al'frrr i 

fv or ^r's^H'vroN' 


LEYTE 


197 


up the advance. At dawn, and without breakfast, the company rushed the 
position and by 1000 had complete control of the area. Two hundred 
Japanese dead were found. 

The 1st Cavalry Division, which had been advancing through the 
mountainous country to the east of the 32d, was now given the task of 
proceeding south to make contact with the 77th Infantry Division. This 
contact was accomplished on 21 December. 

In General Marshall’s biennial report, previous quoted, the last phase 
of the Leyte campaign is briefly summarized; 

Toward the end of December the 7th, 24th, 32d, 77th and 
96th Divisions, the 1st Cavalry Division, and the 11th Airborne 
Division, closed out organized Japanese resistance on the island. 

It was at Kilometer 79 on the Ormoc Highway that the Japanese 
1st Division command post, defended by 500 exhausted, defeated 
soldiers made the last stand. This little band, made up every 
element General Kataoka had been able to reassemble, quit on 
the night of 21 December and fled south and west. Men of the 
32d Division found this letter, written by an unknown Japanese 
soldier: “I am exhausted. We have no food. The enemy are now 
within 500 meters from us. Mother, my dear wife and son, I am 
writing this letter to you by dim candle light. Our end is near. 
What will be the future of Japan if this island should fall into 
enemy hands. Our air force has not arrived. General Yam- 
ashita has not arrived. Hundreds of pale soldiers of Japan are 
waiting our glorious end and nothing else. This is a repetition of 
what had occurred in the Solomons, New Georgia, and other 
islands. How well are the people of Japan prepared to fight the 
decisive battle with the will to win?’* 

Less than two months before, Yamashita had sent to his troops a 
message which carried all the tremendous prestige and authority of an 
Imperial Rescript: “The Army has received the following order from His 
Majesty, the Emperor; ‘Enemy ground forces will be destroyed.’ ” Fighting 
literally to the death, the Japanese could no longer carry out the orders of 
their Emperor. The fanatic courage with which they tried is testified by 
the enemy’s casualty totals for the Leyte campaign: 56,263 killed, 392 cap- 
tured. 

On 22 December, General Gill issued General Orders 104, Head- 
quarters, 32d Infantr)' Division: 

Today the ’‘Red Arrow” Division successfully completed its 
primary mission of forcing a passage through the mountains 
from Pinamopoan to the Ormoc Valley. After thirty-six days of 
the bitterest hand-to-hand fighting yet experienced in this war 
the Division has annihilated the 1st Imperial Division (rein- 
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forced), and by this determined action has shortened the comple- 
tion of the Leyte Campaign, 

Every officer and every enlisted man in the Division as well 
as those attached played a vitally important part in the Division's 
success, 

I wish to compliment each individual and to express my 
personal appreciation for the spleridid work accomplished by 
them in this campaign. Without this coordinated effort of each 
individual the Division could not have been successful, 

I extend the Season^s Greetings to each of you, and in so 
doing, express my confidetice in your continued success. May God 
watch over you and help you through the strenuous days ahead. 

With all of Highway No. 2 now in American hands, an X Corps 
order shifted the direction of advance of the 32d Division westward toward 
the coast. 

The 128th Infantry, which had been busily engaged in searching the 
Limon area and eliminating bypassed pockets of enemy troops, started 
patrols west on 23 December. And on the 24th, the 127th and 128th started 
toward the coast at 0800. Fortunately, enemy resistance was scattered and 
ineffective for the terrain itself was almost enough to stop the advance. 
Supply, w'hich had been a major problem throughout the campaign, was 
now nearly impossible. Rations were soon low or completely gone. It wasn’t 
a question of Christmas dinner but rather would they eat at all? The 
problem was solved largely by the use of the artillery’s “grasshoppers” — the 
little observation planes that were certainly never designed as cargo car- 
riers. Although their drops were understandably not always accurate, the 
planes did get enough supplies to the doughboys to enable them to push 
through to the coast. 

On 29 December, both regiments reached their objectives: The 127th, 
the high ground overlooking Antipolo Point; The 128th, the vicinity of 
Compopo and Tabango Bays. Patrols were sent out which made contact 
with the 24th Infantry Division on the north and the 1st Cavalry Division 
to the south. 

A last tragic message came into the Division’s command post near 
Limon on the morning of 31 December 1944, just as it seemed as if the 
phrase, “Happy New Year” might have a little meaning. Herman Bottcher, 
the “fine combat soldier” whom General Eichelberger had recommended for 
promotion to captain from staff sergeant for his leadership in the Buna 
fighting, had been killed. 

The 32d Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop was later given this citation: 
THE 32d CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE TROOP is cited 
for outstanding performance of duty in action against the enemy 
from 20 November 1944 to 2 January 1945 during the Leyte, 
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Philippine Islands campaign. Operating in the Ormoc Valley sector 
for a period of 43 days, THE 32d CAVALRY RECONN AIS~ 
SANCE TROOP established a patrol base behind enemy lines and 
near his rear area installations. From this patrol base the troop con- 
ducted numerous reconnaissance patrols, harassing raids, and 
maintained observation posts which directed long-range artillery 
fire on these installations and activities with devastating result to 
the enemy. Throughout the period operations were conducted 
under the most adverse conditions of weather and terrain. Heavy 
rains, with difficult mountainous jungle tracks and intermingled 
open valleys and forested mountains, made the movement of pa- 
trols ever subject to fire from enemy troops which occupied the 
area. The troop, operating with an average of 80 men from which 
its patrols and command posts were drawn, was attacked by enemy 
forces 14 times, but each attack was driven off and a total of 86 
Japanese killed, with several hundred more being credited to artil- 
lery fire directed by the troop^s observation posts. Ambushes set 
by the troop resulted in the capture of II prisoners of war for 
intelligence interrogation. The harassing raids resulted in the de- 
struction of three important bridges over which the enemy was 
moving supplies, and the reconnaissance patrols pinpointed three 
artillery positions upon which counterbattery fire was placed. Pa- 
trols also furnished information on troop movements and concen- 
trations in the Ormoc Valley from Valencia to Lonoy and west to 
Palompon. This information, because of its timeliness and accuracy, 
permitted large scale tactical planning which contributed greatly 
to the utter defeat of the Japanese troops resisting in the upper 
Ormoc Valley and the final collapse of all enemy resistance on 
Leyte. 

This terminated for the 32d Division a campaign which had, in General 
Krueger’s words, “made inordinate demands upon the troops,” but there 
was little time available for rest, rehabilitation, and training. Sixth Army’s 
next objective was Luzon, and the 32d had its place in Krueger’s plans. 
The first step was the assembly of the Division in the Carigara — Pinamo- 
poan area along the shores of Carigara Bay. 

The Leyte Campaign appears to have marked for the 32d Division its 
emergence from a sometimes bewildered and often scattered group of units 
into an integrated division capable of smooth teamplay. It had learned to 
adjust sound tactical principles and techniques to meet the peculiarities of 
Japanese combat methods and the unusual difficulties imposed by terrain 
and climate. The individual soldier had learned the importance of sanita- 
tion discipline. There had been less mixing of units and a correspondingly 
smoother functioning of normal chains of command. Improvisation to meet 
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the unexpected had been promptly undertaken, as witness the use of artil- 
lery observation planes to supply the infantry battalions during their jungle 
trek to the coast. Lessons which, but for the pressure of events, might have 
been learned in training camps and on maneuvers had been learned the 
hard way, but they had been learned. 

General Krueger paid tribute to the troops of Sixth Army in a general 
order at the end of the Leyte operations: 

The combat troops have displayed the highest degree of gal- 
lantry, skill, tenacity and fortitude in fighting a resourceful and 
determined enemy under adverse conditions of weather and on 
exceedingly difficult terrain. They have added a glorious page 
to the history of our army and the country. The exploits of the 
combat troops were equalled by the devoted highly effective work 
of the service units, who are deserved of the highest praise for un- 
remittingly toiling day and night to serve and support their 
comrades in the battle line. 

The service units of the 32d Division now had about three weeks in 
which to get the weapons, transportation, communications equipment, 
medical supplies, clothing, and personal equipment ready for another ex- 
tensive campaign. The 732d Ordnance Company in particular had to meet 
extraordinarily heavy demands. The Leyte campaign had been hard on 
weapons, vehicles and instruments. Inspections showed that about ten per 
cent of the Division’s motor transport was now unserviceable and would 
have to be salvaged. Thirty crated 2}4 ton trucks had to be assembled, 
serviced and delivered to Division units. Hundreds of repair jobs were 
accomplished by mechanics who worked almost around the clock. When 
loading began in preparation for the sailing of the Division convoy set for 
24 January, 1945, the Division’s arms and equipment were not perfect or 
complete, but they were adequate. 
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LUZON: THE VILLA VERDE TRAIL 


While our forces were bringing the Leyte-Samar campaign to a success- 
ful conclusion, the island of Mindore, nearly 300 miles to the northwest, was 
also falling into American hands and the stage was set for the climax of the 
liberation of the Philippine Islands from Japanese domination. 

Luzon, largest of the Philippine group, had added importance because 
it included Manila, the capital, and because it had been the site of the main 
U. S. defeat in the Philippines in 1941-1942. Bataan and Corregidor were 
well-remembered names to all Americans. 

The 32d Infantry Division was now a relatively small element in the 
great ground, air and sea force that was to concentrate its power on the 
task of freeing the Philippines. But in spite of this situation, so different 
from the days of 1942, the Division still faced some of the most bitter fight- 
ing of its World War II experience. For the Japanese Army was far from 
finished as a combat force. 

The U. S. Military text. The War With Japan, sums up the Japanese 
attitude this way : 

As the year 1944 closed, the enemy nowhere exhibited any 
deterioration of his will to resist. He continued to fight with the 
same fanatic zeal and tenacity of purpose that characterized his 
fighting in the early days of the war. While Japanese air, ground, 
and naval strength had been considerably pared down, yet strong 
forces for defense were still at their disposal. The reduced length 
of the enemy* s defensive perimeter and his lines of supply inevitably 
worked to his advantage. Japan had lost the war, but she would 
not yet admit defeat. 

The Japanese garrison on the nearly five-hundred-mile-long island of 
Luzon was initially estimated to include about 110,000 combat troops out 
of a total of 150,000. With Yamashita in command they could be counted 
on to furnish desperate resistance. 

General Marshall’s biennial report tells the story of the early days of 
the Battle of Luzon. Even as the 32d Division was completing its part in the 
Leyte operation, the Luzon campaign opened: 

In the first week of January, a new American assault force 
gathered east of Leyte, slipped through the Surigao Strait over 
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the sunken wrecks of the Japanese warships that had gone down 
in their attempts to turn aside the invasion more than two months 
before, and passed into the Mindanao and Sulu Seas. This Ameri- 
can force was threading its way through the heart of the Philippine 
Archipelago and through waters where the Japanese Navy and 
air forces had for two years maintained unchallenged supremacy, 
to invade Luzon by effecting a landing in Lingayen Gulf, its classic 
point of greatest vulnerability. 

No opportunity was overlooked to conceal this bold plan from 
the Japanese. While the assault force was proceeding up the west 
coast of Luzon, Kenney*s planes and the guerrillas under Mac 
Arthur^s direction concentrated on the destruction of roads, bridges, 
and tunnels to prevent General Y amashita from shifting forces to 
meet the assault. The guerrillas in southern Luzon conducted 
noisy demonstrations to divert Japanese attention to the south. 
Navy mine sweepers swept the Balayan, Batangas, and Tayabas 
Bays on the south coast of Luzon. Landing ships and merchantmen 
approached the beaches until they drew fire, then slipped out under 
cover of night. United States transport planes flew over Batangas 
and Tayabas and dropped dummies to simulate an airborne in- 
vasion. . .Japanese forces on the island, harassed by guerrillas and 
by air, drove north, south, east, and west in confusion, became 
tangled in traffic jams on the roads, and generally dissipated what 
chance they might have had to repel the landing force. On 9 Jan- 
uary the U. S. Sixth Army, now composed of the I and XIV Corps, 
hit the beaches in the Lingayen Gulf. By nightfall 68,000 troops 
were ashore and in control of a 15-mile beachhead, 6,000 yards 
deep. 

The landing had caught every major hostile unit in motion 
with the exception of the 23d Infantry Division to the southeast 
of the beachhead in the central Luzon plain and its supporting 
58th independent mixed brigade 25 miles to the north of Lingayen 
Gulf. Y amashita^ s inability to cope with General Mac Arthurs 
swift moves, his desired reaction to the deception measures, the 
guerrillas, and General Kenney's aircraft combined to place the 
Japanese in an impossible situation. The enemy was forced into 
a piecemeal cornmitment of his troops. The Japanese 10th and 
105th Divisions in the Manila area which were to secure Highway 
No. 5 on the eastern edge of the central Luzon plain failed to 
arrive in time. The brunt of defending this withdrawal road to the 
north fell to the 2d Japanese Armored Division which seemingly 
should have been defending the road to Clark Field. 
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General MacArthur had deployed a strong portion of his 
assault force on his left or eastern flank to provide protection for 
his beachhead against the strong Japanese forces to the north and 
east. 

In appreciation of the enemy’s predicament the Sixth Army 
immediately launched its advance toward Manila across the bend 
of the Agno which presumably should have been a strongly held 
Japanese defensive line. 

The troops met little resistance until they approached Clark 
Field. The I Corps, commanded by Major General Innis P. Swift, 
had heavy fighting on the east flank where the Japanese were 
strongly entrenched in hill positions. For the time being they were 
to be held there to keep the supply line for the advance on Manila 
secure. 

On 29 January troops of General Hall’s XI Corps under stra- 
tegic direction of the Eighth Army landed on the west coast of 
Luzon near Subic Bay, meeting light opposition. They drove east- 
ward to cut off the Bataan peninsula where General MacArthur 
had made his stand three years before, denying the Japanese the 
use of Manila harbor for months 

The 32d Division first entered the planning for the Luzon campaign on 
19 December 1944, when the Commander in Chief SWPA (General Mac- 
Arthur) added it to Sixth Army’s troop list along with the 1st Cavalry Divi- 
sion, three other Infantry Divisions, and the 112th Cavalry RCT. This 
change was based on a G2 estimate increasing the probable strength of the 
Japanese garrison on Luzon from 150,000 to 235,000. The arrival of the 32d 
on the Lingayen beaches was scheduled for 27 January, eighteen days after 
the assault landings. The 1st Cavalry Division and 112th RCT were to 
land the same day. 

During these eighteen days General Krueger had a difficult tactical 
problem on his hands. Because of the strong forces the enemy had in the area 
northeast of Sixth Army’s beachhead, Krueger had to be certain that he 
assigned adequate troops to the defense of his Lingayen Gulf base and to 
the protection of the left flank of his advance on Manila, 120 miles to the 
south. On the other hand, there were obvious advantages to pushing south- 
ward as rapidly as possible. The Japanese had been thrown off balance by 
the speed and location of the landings, and the early capture of Manila 
would not only be of great psychological importance but the port of Manila 
was badly needed as a supply ba.se for the rest of the Luzon campaign. 

Believing that a precipitate advance on Manila would lead to the 
outrunning of his supply facilities and expose his overextended forces to a 
possibly disastrous attack in the flank, Krueger decided that an all-out drive 
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on the capital city was not feasible until the 32d Division and the 1st Cav- 
alry Division had arrived 

“General MacArthur,” says Krueger, “was undoubtedly greatly^ dis- 
appointed that Manila could not be secured as early as he desired, but 
refrained from directing me, as he might well have done, to take a risk that 
I considered unjustifiable with the forces I had available at the time.” 

The expected reinforcements began landing on schedule on 27 January. 
The 32d Division went ashore in the Mabilao area of the Lingayen Gulf 
beaches, and assembled in the Manaoag — San Vincente — Mapandan area. 
On the 30th, the Division, less the 126th Infantry, passed to control of I 
Corps (Major General Innis P. Swift). The 126th was placed in Sixth Army 
reserve. 

The Division was promptly committed to action. Although General 
Krueger had decided against a “precipitate advance” until reinforcements 
arrived, he had pushed steadily forward both his I Corps on the north and 
XIV Corps on the south. XI Corps, which had been landed by Eighth 
Army near Subic Bay, passed to the command of General Krueger on 30 
January. The troops were now set for the attack on Manila. 

XIV Corps was to make a two-pronged drive southward to Manila; 
XI Corps would seal off Bataan and cover the right and rear of XIV Corps, 
while I Corps would continue to expand the beachhead to the north and 
east, and protect the Lingayen base and the left and rear of XIV Corps. 

General Swift’s I Corps was in action when the 32d arrived, with the 
6th Infantry Division on the right (south), then the 25th Division on the 
left of the 6th, and the 43d Division on the north of the line. The 32d 
Division (less its 126th Infantry) was committed on the left of the 25th 
Division, and by 2 February it had crossed the Agno River and cleared the 
enemy from the Natividad — San Nicolas — Tayug triangle and captured 
Santa Maria. The 126th Infantry was held in Army reser\e in the Manaoag 
— Mapandan area. 

For the first time in the Division’s World War II history, the 32d Di- 
vision Artillery (Brigadier General Robert B. McBride, Jr.) was committed 
in normal fashion at the start of a campaign, armed with standard divi- 
sion artillery weapons. The 126th FA Battalion was in direct support of 
the 127th Infantry. The 129th FA Battalion was in direct support of the 
128th Infantry. The 120th FA Battalion, because the 126th Infantry, which 
it usually supported, was in army reseive, was given a general support role 
with the particular ta.sk of reinforcing the fires of the 126th FA Battalion. 
The three light battalions had the 105mm howitzer. The medium battal- 
ion (the 121st) had its normal role of general support of the Division’s 
attack. Its 155mm howitzers were tractor-drawn in deference to the diffi- 
cult terrain of northern Luzon. 

The Division’s zone of advance was now in a northeasterly direction 
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astride Villa Verde Trail. Originally a foot and carabao path pioneered 
in the 1880’s by a Spanish Priest named Juan Villa Verde, this trail leads 
from the Lingayen Gulf area over the Caraballo Mountains to the lush 
Cagayan Valley of northeast Luzon. From Santa Maria, where it begins, 
the trail twists and turns for 27 miles (43 kilometers) to cover the 11-mile, 
as-the-crow-flies distance to Santa Fe. Before the start of World War II, 
the trail had been improved to handle cart traffic for about 9 kilometers 
from Santa Maria, but this section was only a 10 to 12 foot width of un- 
gravelled clay. Although some construction was in progress in 1941 beyond 
this southern section, most of the rest of the trail was simply a footpath 
over a 4,800-foot high Salacsac Pass to Imugan, where it joined the road 
to Santa Fe. 

The words of the Sixth Army commander. General Krueger, sum up 
the situation which the 32d now faced: “The enemy had made good use 
of the terrain which, with its sharp ridges and deep ravines, was ideally 
adapted for defense. "He had dug innumerable caves, had provided defense 
positions on the reverse slopes of the ridges and had established excellent 
observation stations that permitted him to use his artillery to best advan- 
tage. Repeated personal observ'ation convinced me that the advance 
along the Villa Verde Trail would prove to be costly and slow.” 

By 5 February the Division had advanced about a mile northeast of 
Santa Maria with the 2d Battalion of the 127th Infantry astride Villa Verde 
Trail. 

Although the 32d was meeting increased resistance, its progress and 
that of the other divisions of I Corps had by now deprived the enemy of the 
capability of moving troops into the Central Plain area and disrupting Sixth 
Army’s attack on Manila cither by attacks on the American rear and flanks 
or by cutting the attacking troops off from Lingayen Gulf supply bases. 
The importance of this phase of I Corps’ mission was emphasized by the 
determined resistance offered by the Japanese to the capture of Manila, a 
stubborn defense which was not to be completely overcome until 4 March. 

Changes in I Corps dispositions and assignments put the 33rd In- 
fantry Division on the left of the 32d on 12 February, and on the 15th the 
126th Infantry' was relieved from its Army reserve assignment and returned 
to Division control. The 126th was committed with a zone of action to the 
left of the 127th Infantry. The three regiments of the Division were now 
abreast with the 128th Infantry (Colonel John A. Hettinger), less its 3d 
Battalion, on the right; and the 127th (Colonel Frederick R. Stofft) in the 
center; and the 126th (Colonel Raymond G. Stanton) on the left. The 3d 
Battalion, 128th Infantry, was in I Corps reserve. One battalion of the 127th 
was not to be committed except on Division order. 

The Division's part in the Luzon campaign now developed into two 
separate but related actions. In the excellent Report After Action, prepared 
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Comouftaged Jop artiitery p>oc« overrun by th« 2d BoHalion, 127th Infantry on first 
day's attock up tha Villo Verdn Trail. This gun wos used to fire on Santa Maria and 
the road between Santa Morto and Son Nicholas. It wos silenced by counter bottory 
fire from the 126th F.A, Battalion. 
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Filipino corrier train bringing ammunition and woter up the Villa Verde Trail to the 
2d Battalion/ 127th Infantry. This shows the troil before the Engineers Bulldozers made 
a rood out of >t. 
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by the Division staff at the close of the operation, the attack along Villa 
Verde Trail northeasterly from Santa Maria during the period 12 to 24 
February is called “The Fight for the Bowl.” The other phase of the oper- 
ation, which started at about the same time but extended to 3 April, is 
called “Probing the River Valleys.” This phase was conducted mostly by 
the 126th Infantry and it included the driving of enemy forces from the 
Arboredo, Ambayabang, and Agno River Valleys to the west of the 
Villa Verde Trail area. 

“The Basin” was formed by ridge lines that curved around and dom- 
inated the lower ground through which the trail itself ran. On these ridges 
the Japanese had established a major defensive position by developing the 
knolls into a series of mutually supporting strongpoints. 

On 23 and 24 February one platoon of the Division distinguished itself 
to the degree that it was cited in War Department general orders, a most 
unusual distinction for such a small unit. The citation reads as follows: 
The 3d PLATOON, COMPANY K, I27th INFANTRY 
REGIMENT, is cited for outstanding performance of duty in 
action against the enemy near Santa Maria, Luzon, Philippine 
Islands, on 23 and 24 February 1945. The enemy was strongly 
entrenched on high, commanding ground and had succeeded in 
pinning down a substantial number of our forces for many days, 
halting our advance. On his own initiative, the commanding officer 
of COMPANY K, 127th INFANTRY, asked for and received 
permission to attack this vital position. On the morning of 23 Feb- 
ruary 1945, at 1001 hours, he ordered the 3d PLATOON of his 
company, consisting of 19 men, to take and hold the hill. The ter- 
rain that led to the objective was up the face of a very steep hill 
which afforded virtually no cover or concealment. At 1131 hours, 
the platoon reached the top of the hill, hitting the enemy from the 
rear and catching him completely by surprise. The foe was dug in 
in holes from 4 to 6 feet deep, manned by 31 Japanese armed with 
machine guns, grenades, mortars, and small arms. For 6 hours 
under the most trying conditions of weather and terrain the men 
of the 3d PLATOON, COMPANY K, 127th INFANTRY REGI- 
MENT, battled a determined enemy, fighting forward inch by 
inch. Individual acts of heroism were numerous as man after man 
charged the enemy in his deep positions, frequently engaging in 
hand-to-hand combat. Two machine gun positions were stormed 
and the gunners killed at point-blank range. Though bullets were 
flying all about them the men of the platoon relentlessly pressed the 
attack. The battle ended only when every single defender lay dead. 
During the night and early morning of 24 February 1945 the enemy 
brought up fresh troops and launched a counterattack. Though 
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greatly outnumbered our forces repulsed the enemy and inflicted 
heavy casualties on him. By gaining and securing this highly im- 
portant position the pressure on our forces was greatly relieved and 
3,000 to 4,000 yards of road which had previously been blocked 
were cleared, thereby making it possible to bring up much needed 
supplies and equipment to our men. This outstanding achievement 
by a platoon which consisted of only 19 men, in completely anni- 
hilating an enemy who outnumbered them and who had the 
advantage of both position and firepower, is in keeping with the 
finest traditions of American arms. 

As I Corps pressed forward, the enemy’s plans and dispositions became 
apparent. The Balete Pass — Santa Fe — Imugan area was evidently the key 
to the whole defen.se system guarding the approaches to Cagayan Valley and 
the mountain stronghold in the Baguio area to the northwest. By organizing 
his defenses in depth and keeping his main reserves in the Balete Pass — 
Santa Fe — Imugan area, the enemy could readily reinforce his positions 
astride Villa Verde Trail and Highway No. 5 to the eastward. 

With the battle for Manila still raging, only the 25th and 32d Divisions 
were available to drive the enemy out of his main position here. The 33d, 
operating in the left of I Corps’ zone of action, attacked northward against 
the Baguio area. The 25th Division on the right pushed north over Highway 
No. 5 and east of it. The 32d, in the center, settled down to the hard task of 
driving the enemy back along Villa Verde Trail toward Imugan and San- 
ta Fe. 

The next major terrain feature on the trail is Salacsac Pass No. 2, so 
designated to distinguish it from another pass farther to the east called 
Salacsac Pass No. 1 . The trail, after running generally northeasterly for about 
10,000 yards from Santa Maria, bears east and goes through the two passes 
in saddles between Mt. Imugan and its connecting ridges on the north and 
the Caraballo Mountains on the south. It then continues to the east 
through the village of Imugan to Santa Fe on Highway No. 5. The ridges 
running west from Mt. Imugan and parallel to and a thousand or more 
yards north of the trail became known to the men of the 32d as Yamashita 
Ridge. Other designations not shown on maps but much used by the Divi- 
sion were numbers arbitrarily assigned to high points in the vicinity of the 
passes, primarily to assist in calling for artillery fires. These numbers, with 
a few omissions, ran from west to east and from 502 to 533. Salacsac Pass 
No. 2 runs between Hills 504 and 505, and Pass No. 1 is between an un- 
numbered hill on the north and Hill 508 on the south. 

The advance from the Bowl to the Salacsac Pass area and the securing 
of that area was to be a long, hard job for all the elements of the Division. 
The difficulties lor the infantry are plain enough. For the artillery, the prob- 
lems of getting guns in and out of suitable firing jjositions, of finding and 
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occupying observation posts, and of maintaining communications and keep- 
ing the guns supplied with ammunition — these weic: all complicated by the 
rugged terrain and lack of roads. The quartermaster, ordnance, signal, and 
medical troops had similar handicaps. For the engineers, particularly, the 
campaign soon became a nightmare of effort to keep Villa Verde Trail 
open and functioning as the troops advanced. 

The bulk of this task fell to the 114th Engineer Battalion, commanded 
initially by Lieutenant Colonel Charles B. Rynearson, then (from 2 March 
to 17 March) by Major Orman L. Wallis, and later by Lieutenant Colonel 
Julian V. Sollohub. In Volume I of Engineers of the Southwest Pacific 
there is this tribute to the Engineers of the 32d Division : 

The 32 d Division aimed toward Santa Fe. . .by a dogged two- 
flanked drive along the Ambayabang River and the Villa Verde 
Trail. Here the engineers had to move with the forward elements 
building a road to support the main movement against circum- 
stances that continually seemed to make further effort futile. All 
along the Villa Verde Trail, under intense sniper fire and against 
heavy artillery of all types, they used armored dozers to break their 
own way and to open up new firing positions for M-4 tanks. Their 
dozers held first priority on the destruction “Must” lists issued in 
captured enemy documents. But they built their 18 mile road 
against all odds and the most important element of the I Corps 
movement was assured successful completion. 

General Krueger’s comments on the situation which the 32d faced in 
the latter part of February not only confirm the difficulties of the Division’s 
mission, but marked the Si.xth Army’s commander’s faith in it. “The 32d 
Division,’’ he says, “found it increasingly difficult to reduce the 
cleverly organized and stubbornly defended position of the enemy. More- 
over, the necessity of making the extremely poor, winding Villa Verde Trail 
passable for heavy vehicles to meet logistic requirements and the difficulty 
of supplying troops in the rugged terrain off the trail by native cargadores 
restricted enveloping movements and compelled the division to assault one 
hill after another and slowed up the advance. Repeated visits to this front 
had made me fully cognizant of the tough conditions facing the 32d Divi- 
sion, but I was confident that it would overcome all difficulties successfully.” 
There was one pleasant change for the Red Arrow veterans as the cam- 
paign progressed. The days were still hot and the rains poured down as the 
dry season ended, but the nights were cool and there was even the bracing 
smell of pine trees as the Division fought its way up onto the knife-like ridges 
of the Garaballo Mountains. It was a stimulating change from the steaming 
jungle damp of Buna, Saidor, Aitape, and Leyte. 

But there was no comparable encouraging change in the enemy's resis- 
tance. On the contrary, his fanatic will to fight to the death even seemed to 
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increase as the over-all war situation grew more and more hopeless for the 
Japanese Empire. 

Tactically the forces opposing the 32d had many advantages. They not 
only had better observation from the higher ground they occupied, but they 
were thoroughly familiar with the terrain over which the Red Arrow In- 
fantry had to advance. As an interior division in the I Corps attack, the 32d 
was largely limited to frontal attacks along routes which the enemy was well 
prepared to defend from dug-in positions covered by mines, small arms fire, 
and bands of machine-gun fire, and further supported by registered mortar 
and artillery fire. 

The 126th Infantry, advancing up the Ambayang River valley below 
and to the left of Villa Verde Trail, had particular difficulty with strong 
enemy cave positions. On all parts of the Division’s front, techniques com- 
bining the use of air attacks and artillery, mortar and machine-gun fire with 
bazookas, flamethrowers and explosive charges on long jx>les, were developed 
and perfected as the fight went on. Tanks and armored bulldozers often had 
a vital part in eliminating a center of resistance. 

The enemy did not contend himself with a static defense; sometimes 
he infiltrated into the Division’s area and made fanatic attacks on command 
posts, reserve units, and artillery positions. 

The enemy’s main defenses were reached early in March. They were 
generally astride Villa Verde Trail about four miles west of Imugan, and 
covered the passes. 

There is ample record from Division sources of the difficulties of the 
situation the Red Arrow troops had to face at this time, but General Krue- 
ger’s coldly professional assessment is the most impressive: “The terrain in 
this area was much worse than any which the Division had so far encoun- 
tered. Hills with nearly perpendicular slopes and deep, precipitous ravines 
made all movements exceedingly difficult. The enemy had, moreover, utilized 
the terrain to best advantage by constructing numerous, mutually support- 
ing cave positions, which had to be reduced one by one, in order to permit 
the eastward advance of the Division to continue. This advance was, more- 
over, flanked 1,500-2,000 yards north of and parallel to the Villa Verde Trail 
by Mt. Imugan, on the forward slopes of which the enemy had established 
defensive positions and artillery observation posts. The Mt. Imugan posi- 
tions dominated a stretch of over two miles of the Villa Verde Trail and his 
observation stations enabled the enemy to adjust his artillery fire on troops 
and vehicles moving along the trail, which ran along the crest of razor-back 
ridges and formed the only route of advance. Besides, the Mt. Imugan 
positions enabled the enemy to repulse any direct attack through the valley 
north of the trail and constituted an ever present threat to the line of com- 
munications of the 32d Division. Under the circumstances, with the enemy 
holding Mt. Imugan, the 32d Division had no choice but to crack the enemy 
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defenses on the dominating hills directly in its front some four miles west 
of Imugan village, since by-passing them was impossible. The resulting 
struggle was slow and bloody and demanded the utmost of valor and forti- 
tude on the part of our troops, especially since the Division was unable to 
bring all its power into play, because it had to protect its rearward com- 
munications all the way from its front lines to San Nicolas.” 

Sixth Army had by now split the enemy forces on Luzon into three 
main groups. By far the largest of these, numbering probably over 110,000, 
was that in northern Luzon. It was under vigorous personal command of 
General Yamashita, and he was still believed capable of reinforcing the 
Balete Pass- — Santa Fe — Imugan area. On the other hand, the smaller enemy 
groups in western Luzon and southern Luzon were each practically isolated 
and that had largely lost the ability to maneuver. They were incapable of 
aiding one another or of escaping to join the northern group. 

As the operations progressed, it was evident that Yamashita was going 
to defend at all costs the mountain positions dominating the passes into the 
great and fertile Cagayan Valley of northern Luzon. 

On 6 March, I Corps was ordered by General Krueger to make deter- 
mined efforts to secure the vital Balete Pass — Santa Fe-Imugan area at an 
early date. There was little change in the Corps Picture: On the right the 
25th Division pushed northward astride Highway No. 5 toward Balete Pass; 
in the center the 32d continued its dogged attack through the mountains; 
on the left the 33d continued its advance northward into the Baguio area. 

A guerrilla force, consisting largely of Filipinos under the command of 
Colonel Russell W. Volckmann, an American officer who had refused to 
surrender to the Japanese on Bataan in 1942, harassed the enemy throughout 
northern Luzon. This command, designated Guerrilla Forces, Northern 
Luzon, was of great assistance to I Corps by reason of its constant interfer- 
ence with enemy troop movements and supply activities. This force func- 
tioned, however, directly under the GC, Sixth Army. 

The next few weeks were marked by some of the hardest fighting in 
the 32d Division’s history. Not only were units of the Division restricted by 
the terrain and the tactical .situation to costly frontal attacks, but the enemy 
made many vigorous counterattacks. 

During a series of these determined onslaughts a Red Arrow man from 
Campobello, South Carolina, bearing the honored name of Private Thom- 
as Atkins, more than lived up to the traditional reputation of his British 
namesake. He earned the Medal of Honor and amazingly survived a suc- 
cession of feats of courage and endurance which the official citation for his 
decoration barely outlines : 

Private First Class THOMAS E. ATKINS, Company A, 1 27th 
Infantry, on March 10, 1945, fought gallantly on the Villa Verde 
Trail, Luzon, Philippine Islands. With two companions he oc- 
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cupied a position on a ridge outside the perimeter defense estab- 
lished by the First Platoon on a high hill. At about 3:00 A.M., 
two companies of Japanese attacked with rifle and machine-gun 
fire, grenades, TNT charges and land mines, severely wounded 
PRIVATE ATKINS and killing his two companions. Despite the 
intense hostile fire and pain from his deep wound, he held his 
ground and returned heavy fire. After the attack was repulsed, he 
remained in his precarious position to repel any subsequent as- 
saults instead of returning to the American lines for medical 
treatment. An enemy machine-gun, set up within 20 yards of 
his foxhole, vainly attempted to drive him off or silence his gun. 

The Japanese repeatedly made fierce attacks, but for four hours 
PRIVATE ATKINS determinedly remained in his foxhole, bear- 
ing the brunt of each assault and maintaining steady and accurate 
fire until each charge was repulsed. At 7:00 A.M., 13 enemy dead 
lay in front of his position. He had fired 400 rounds, all he and 
his two dead companions possessed, and had used three rifles until 
each had jammed too badly for further operation. He withdrew 
during a lull to secure a rifle and more ammunition, and was 
persuaded to remain for medical treatment. While waiting, he 
saw a Japanese within the perimeter and seizing a nearby rifle, 
killed him. A few minutes later, while lying on a litter, he dis- 
covered an enemy group moving up behind the platoon’s lines. 
Despite his severe wound, he sat up, delivered heavy rifle fire 
against the group and forced them to withdraw. PRIVATE AT- 
KINS’ superb bravery and his fearless determination to hold his 
post against the main force of repeated enemy attacks, even 
though painfully wounded, were major factors in enabling his 
comrades to maintain their lines against a numerically superior 
enemy force.” 

As the attack progressed, positions that could not be readily reduced 
were by-passed, kept ineffective by air attacks and continued artillery fire, 
and later eliminated when surrounded and cut off from supplies and rein- 
forcements. Antiaircraft guns, little needed for defense against the now al- 
most impotent Japanese air forces, were in some cases used to hit cave 
strongpoints with their high-velocity shells. 

As always the final struggles were decided by the leadership of junior 
infantry commanders. One twenty-one-year-old squad leader from Casa 
Blanca, California, who had been awarded the Silver Star on 1 March for 
his gallantry in the destruction of a Japanese machine-gun nest, earned the 
Medal of Honor three weeks later during a successful attack against a strong 
enemy position. The official citation reads : 
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the bullets which kicked up the dirt at his feet, charged an enemy 
positioUy and firing at pointblank range^ killed the Japanese in the 
foxhole. He rushed a second foxhole while bullets missed him by 
inches y and killed one more enemy. In rapid succession he charged 
a thirdy a fourth, and a fifth foxhole, each time destroying the 
enemy within. The fire against him increased in intensity, but he 
pressed onward to attack a sixth position. As he neared his goal, 
he was hit and killed by enemy fire. Through his heroism and in- 
domitable fighting spirit, SERGEANT VILLEGAS, at the cost of 
his life, inspired his men to determined attack in which they swept 
the enemy from the field. 

The phrase “swept the enemy from the field” is perhaps not entirely 
accurate. Lieutenant William D. Zahnisor reported that after the successful 
charge made possible by Sergeant Villegas’ gallantry “seventy five Japs 
lay dead in the foxholes.” 

General Gill was concerned about the slow progress of the Division’s 
advance, particularly after one battalion of the 127th was held up for ten 
days south of the trail and then had to be pulled back because it could not 
be supplied. He expressed his concern to the army commander during one of 
General Krueger’s visits to the Division, but Krueger assured Gill that he 
was fully satisfied that the Division was doing all that was humanly possible 
under what he called “the incredibly difficult terrain conditions and the 
enemy resistance facing it.” 

On 22 March General Gill made a shift in his line-up. The 128th In- 
fantry replaced the 127th in its attack along the axis of the Villa Verde 
Trail. The 127th, less one battalion which took over the former zone of 
advance of the 128th, went into Division reserv'c. The 126th continued with 
its missions unchanged. 

Five days later, Colonel Hettinger, commander of the 128th, was killed 
in action. A Cavalryman who had won the Silver Star and the Purple Heart 
in World War I, Colonel Hettinger had been an enlisted man in the Kansas 
National Gu^rd before he was commissioned in the Regular Army in 1917. 

Colonel Merle H. Howe succeeded Colonel Hettinger in command of 
the 128th Infantry. Colonel Howe now had the unique distinction of having 
commanded each of the three infantry regiments of the 32d Division. He 
had commanded the 127th during 1943 and most of 1944, and the 126th 
from 5 March to 28 March 1945. Command of the 126th passed to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Oliver O. Dixon. Colonel Stofft continued in the command 
of the 127th. 

On 31 March another Division veteran won the Medal of Honor. His 
citation reads; 

Private First Class WILLIAM R, SHOCKLEY of Selma, 
California, a machine gunner with Company L, 128th Infantry, 
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was in a position with his unit on a hill along the Villa Verde 
Trail, Luzon, Philippine Islands, on March 31, 1945, when the 
enemy after a concentration of artillery fire, launched a counter- 
attack. He maintained his position under intense enemy fire and 
urged his comrades to withdraw, saying that he would ^^remain to 
the end'' to provide cover. Although he had to clear two stoppages 
which impeded the reloading of his weapon, he halted one enemy 
charge. Hostile troops then began moving in on his left flank, 
and he quickly shifted his gun to fire on them. Knowing 
that the only route of escape was being cut off by the enemy, 
he ordered the remainder of his squad to withdraw to safety and 
deliberately remained at his post. He continued to fire until he was 
killed during the ensuing enemy charge. Later, four Japanese dead 
were found in front of his position. Private SCHOCKLEY , facing 
certain death, sacrificed himself to save his fellow soldiers, but the 
heroism and gallantry displayed by him enabled his squad to re- 
organize and continue the attack. 

Private Schockley, who was twenty-seven, had enlisted in January 
1940. He had participated in the Saidor, Aitape, and Leyte campaigns. He 
had been wounded at Saidor, and was awarded the Purple Heart and the 
Combat Infantryman Badge after that action. 

During April the 33d Division, aided by elements of the 37th Division 
which had been assigned to I Corps on 1 1 April, advanced in the left portion 
of the Corps zone. On 27 April the 37th Division captured Baguio, and then 
pushed north and northeast. On the right, the 25th Division continued its 
advance generally along the axis of Highw^ay No. 5, and by the end of the 
month was attacking the enemy’s Balete Pass Position. 

For the 3 2d Division April was just another month of hard fighting. 
There was no decrease in the stubborn resistance of the enemy. And the 
Division was becoming worse and worse off from shortage of men. The com- 
bat units in particular were greatly depleted by losses. The 128th Infantry 
was at one time down to a total effective strength of about 1,500 — less 
than half of its authorized strength. And the other two infantry regiments 
were not much better off. 

Among the Division veterans killed during the month was Lieutenant 
Colonel Cladie A. Bailey, commander of the 1st Battalion, 126th Infantry. 

The supply situation naturally became more difficult as the Division 
advanced farther into the mountains, and, aside from the problem of getting 
supplies forward, there were shortages of some kinds of ammunition. 

By 3 April the 126th Infantry had largely completed its missions of 
probing the river valleys to the west of the Villa Verde Trail area. The 
final major action had been the clearing of the enemy from the horseshoe 
ridge around the headwaters of the Arboredo River by the 1st Battalion of 
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the Regiment during the time from 10 March to 3 April. By Corps orders, 
the 126th was relieved in its zone of action by the 130th Infantry of the 33d 
Division. 

On the 6th, the regiment was committed to the Villa Verde Trail fight 
with the mission of attacking east in a zone north of that of the 128th 
Infantry. Its objective was the high ground north and east of the trail. 

The final push for Salacsac Pass No. 2 now began. The 128th was 
on the right and the 126th on the left and they were advancing in a general- 
ly easterly direction although battalions and companies were often attacking 
south or north, and sometimes even in a westerly direction, as they forced 
the enemy into pockets of resistance. 

A paragraph from the report of Lieutenant Colonel Robert B. Vance 
on the action of the 1st Battalion, 128th Infantry, in capturing Hill 505, 
an enemy strong point south of Villa Verde Trail and west of Salacsac Pass 
No. 2 illustrates the desperate and unusual character of the fighting during 
this period. The battalion relieved a battalion of the 127th Infantry late in 
March and took Hill 505 after ten days of combat, 1 to 9 April. “By the third 
night,” reported Colonel Vance, “our positions were past their first line of 
defense and several positions were directly on top of their dugouts. The 
openings in rear of our front line that could not be closed permanently, were 
guarded continuously. When any movement of any kind in the holes was 
heard, the guard would use hand grenades in it or try to seal it up better 
with sandbags. Some of the entrances to the firing parapets would go down 
fifteen to twenty feet with ladders leading up to the positions, which made 
them very difficult to close.” It was estimated that fifty Japanese committed 
suicide the fourth night, and as much as a week later enemy soldiers were 
still trying to dig their way out of some of the holes. 

The 2d Battalion, 128th Infantr)', reported that during the period 2 to 
1 1 April it wiped out two machine gun companies, killed 223 Japanese by 
actual count of bodies, sealed up an additional number of dead in 137 caves, 
captured or destroyed 12 light machine guns, 13 heavy machine guns, 2 
Browning automatic rifles, 1 Thompson sub-machine gun, and 1 U.S. flame- 
thrower. 

The Salacsac Pass No. 2 position was captured after bitter fighting on 
10 April, according to Division records, but not until the 16th by other 
accounts. The discrepancy is probably explained by the fact that the “posi- 
tion” was not an isolated one but part of the whole main enemy position and 
the fighting continued with no well-defined break to mark the completion of 
the Pass No. 2 action from the attack to capture Pass No. 1. 

The 128th Infantry’ was by now very much down in strength. The 127th 
Infantry, in Division reserve, had enjoyed nearly three weeks near Asingan. 
General Gill now ordered it to take over from the 1 28th. It accomplished the 
relief on the 17th and 18th of April, the 1st Battalion of the 127th Infantry 
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taking over from the 3d Battalion of the 128th, and the 2d Battalion replac- 
ing the 128th’s other two battalions which together hardly had the strength 
of one. 

The 128th was assembled near Asingan, the last elements closing into 
the area on the 19th. This much-needed period for rest, rehabilitation, and 
the absorption of replacements was to continue until 4 May, and it would 
have a marked effect on the future successful action of the Division. 

In the meantime, the 126th, north of Villa Verde Trail, and the 127th, 
astride the trail, continued the pressure against the enemy positions. The 
1st Battalion of the Buena Vista Regiment, a Filipino unit attached to the 
Division, harassed the enemy’s rear in the Imugan area. They used guerrilla 
tactics and functioned from a patrol base in the little village of Valdez, 
located to the southeast of the passes. 

The fighting followed a familiar pattern for the 126th. With Company 
K of the 127th attached for part of the time, the regiment advanced gen- 
erally southeastward, isolating and then eliminating one enemy group after 
another. 

Although enemy air activity was much reduced, it was not entirely elim- 
inated as a source of trouble. On 24 April an enemy plane dropped a single 
bomb which scored a direct hit on a building that housed the Supply Platoon 
of the 732d Ordnance Company. In addition to numerous casualties, 
virtually the entire supply stock of the Company was destroyed. Sixteen 
members of the company were later awarded the Soldier’s Medal for hero- 
ism in connection with rescues of injured men from the burning building. 

On 25 April a private hrst class with only a little over a year’s service 
won the eleventh and last Medal of Honor to be awarded to Red Arrow men 
during World War II. This soldier, from Pacoima, California, had come 
overseas as a replacement in December 1944. Nevertheless, he had been 
awarded the Combat Infantryman Badge by 1 February after only a few 
weeks with his division. 

The story of his heroism is told in the official citation of the award of 
the Medal of Honor: 

Private First Class DAVID M. GONZALES, Company A, 
127th Infantry, was pinned down with his company along the 
Villa Verde Trail, Luzon, Philippine Islands, on April 25, 1945. As 
enemy fire swept the area, making any movement extremely haz- 
ardous, a five hundred pound bomb smashed into the company’s 
perimeter, burying five men with its explosion. Private Gonzales, 
without hesitation, seized an entrenching tool and under a hail 
of fire crawled 15 yards to his entombed comrades where his com- 
manding officer, who had also rushed forward, was beginning to 
dig the men out. Nearing his goal, he saw the officer struck and 
instantly killed by machine gun fire. Undismayed, he set to work 
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swiftly and surely with his hands and the entrenching tool while 
enemy sniper and machine gun bullets struck all about him. He 
succeeded in digging one of the men out of a pile of rock and sand. 

To dig faster he stood up regardless of the greater danger from 
so exposing himself. He extricated a second man, and then an- 
other. As he completed the liberation of the third, he was hit and 
mortally wounded; but the comrades for whom he so gallantly 
gave his life were safely evacuated. Private GONZALES’ valiant 
and intrepid conduct exemplifies the highest tradition of the mil- 
itary service.” 

The three men he had rescued recovered after a brief hospitalization 
and returned to duty. The other two men were rescued later when the enemy 
fire became less intense. “The bravest thing I have ever seen a man do,” was 
the comment of one veteran observer. 

The 127th Infantry got one company onto the crest of Hill 515 south 
of Pass No. 1 on 26 April. On the night of 29-30 April, 250 to 300 Japanese 
launched a vigorous counterattack from three directions against the hill. In 
the morning 109 bodies were counted around the perimeter of the company’s 
position. Another small attack the following night was also successfully 
repelled. 

During the period 6-9 May the 126th Infantry was relieved by the 128th, 
and assembled in a rest area near Santa Maria. 

At the same time, the 127th began a coordinated and somewhat com- 
plicated drive to clear the Pass No. 1 area. The 1st Battalion made a two- 
pronged attack eastward mostly south of Villa Verde Trail. The 3d, from a 
p>osition north of the trail and slightly ahead of the 1st Battalion, attacked 
southward toward the trail. The 2d Battalion, south of the trail, and con- 
siderably ahead of the 1st Battalion, attacked westward back toward the 
1st, and kept pressure at the same time to the east to protect the rear of his 
attack. 

A welcomed improvement in the situation at about this time was the 
fact that the counterbattery fire of the Division’s artillery had eliminated the 
bulk of the enemy artillery. It was a disadvantage, however, that particularly 
heavy rains and much fog handicapped both the fighting units and the 
supply services. 

On 12 May General Krueger and General Swift visited the 32d Divi- 
sion’s zone of action. “An inspection of elements of the 127th and 128th 
Infantry Regiments, some artillery units and evacuation hospitals,” says 
Krueger in his memoirs, “impressed me as on previous occasions with the 
fine performance of the 32d Division under extremely difficult conditions.” 
With some forty-seven years of enlisted and commissioned service behind 
him. General Krueger had, in General Eisenhower’s words, “an Army-wide 
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reputation as a hard-bitten soldier.” Favorable comment from him could 
always be accepted without discount. 

Fighting continued throughout most of May with a final assault being 
launched on the 23rd against the Japanese position sometimes called the 
Kongo Fortress and apparently regarded by them as impregnable. Neverthe- 
less, the Division overcame the enemy’s resistance and completely eliminated 
all organized resistance in the area on the 27th. 

Although the final assaults in the Division’s zone of action were made 
by the 127th and 128th Infantry Regiments, the 126th also had a part in the 
climax of the Villa Verde Trail operation. On 23 May, in accordance with 
I Corps orders, the 126th, with supporting units attached to make a combat 
team, arrived in the Digdig area in the zone of the 25th Infantry Division. 
That division, suffering heavy losses, had fought its way northward through 
Balete Pass and on the 23d was within about five hundred yards of Santa Fe 
in the south, about. 1,000 yards in the southeast, and about 1,700 yards in 
the southwest. 

The 126th RCT passed to the temporary operational control of the 
25th Division and was given the mission of seizing the high ground north 
of Villa Verde Trail east of Imugan, and opening the trail from Santa Fe 
to Imugan. 

The 126th accomplished its mission by the 28th. On that same day 
Imugan was captured. This village, the goal of the Division’s weeks of 
hard fighting, turned out to be a collection of about half dozen huts housing 
as many Igorot families. It was perhaps some feeling of an anticlimax which 
resulted in the inclusion of an explanation of the village’s importance in the 
Division’s operations report for the day; “This morning elements of the 
128th Infantry and the 32d Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop captured the 
important village of Imugan. This village, the center of enemy activity for 
deployment of troops to the east, south, and west was secured at 1001 when 
contact was made with elements of the 126th Infantry, now attached to the 
25th Infantry Division, on Hill 530 (1,000 yards north of Imugan).” 
General Gill radioed General Swift: “The Japanese socalled impreg- 
nable defensive lines at Salacsac Pass No. 1 and Hill Mass 527-528 have 
been broken completely and the defenders crushed. Small isolated remnants 
of his forces are now fleeing north to Imugan Valley pursued by elements of 
the 32d Division. Thus the pincer movement is complete and the Villa 
Verde Trail is open from Santa Maria to Imugan.” 

The Division commander also issued a general order to commemorate 
the victory : 

The 32d Division has accomplished its mission. The enemy has 
been destroyed and the Villa Verde Trail secured. A passage has 
been forced through the Caraballo Mountains from the Central 
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Plain to the entrance of the Cagayan V alley ^ thus hastening the 
completion of the Luzon Campaign, 

After one hundred and twenty days of fierce hand to hand 
combat over terrain more difficult than any yet encountered in 
this war, the '‘Red Arrow'* again pierced the enemy's line. You 
have crushed completely another of the enemy's socalled impreg- 
nable defenses, brilliantly concluding the Division's 5th campaign 
in the Pacific Theater, 

I desire to express to every officer and enlisted man in the 
Division, as well as those attached, my heartfelt appreciation of the 
courage and determination each has shown while playing his vitally 
important part in this long and arduous campaign. You have out- 
fought and destroyed a cunning and determined enemy, an enemy 
occupying elaborately prepared defenses on ground of his own 
choosing. Your victory was impressive and decisive and one of 
which you may well be proud. 

It is with justifiable pride and complete confidence that I 
look forward to your continued success into the heart of Tokyo, 

The 114th Engineer Combat Battalion was particularly commended for 
its part in the campaign. On 13 May, the I Corps engineer had written a 
letter through channels to the commanding officer of the battalion in which 
he said: “I wish to commend you, the officers and enlisted men of your 
organization for the professional work performed on the Villa Verde Trail. 
Your achievements have been of such caliber that they received commen- 
dations from the Commanding General, Sixth Army.” 

Later the unit was cited in War Department general orders: 

The 114th ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION is cited 
for outstanding performance of duty in action against the enemy 
on Luzon, Philippine Islands, from 1 February to 4 June 1945, 
During this period, the battalion carried out its duties of supporting 
the advance of the division attack by means of engineer work, 
under conditions which demanded the utmost in devotion to duty 
to overcome the enormous difficulties presented by a combination 
of incredibly difficult terrain and a stubbornly resisting, fanatical 
enemy. The enemy, throughout the period, covered the hazardous 
operations with close-range, small-arms fire, as well as direct fire 
from mountain guns. In the close terrain, the enemy fought fanat- 
ically from caves and, since the infantry units were spread along 
lengthened lines of communication, the engineers frequently fur- 
nished close-in security for equipment and working parties. Engi- 
neer bivouacs were subjected constantly to enemy artillery fire and 
raiding parties. Dozer operators were harassed continually by 
enemy small arms fire from positions less than 50 yards away. To 
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working parties were endangered constantly by slides and washouts 
and many men were injured by falling rock banks. Enemy artiU 
lery barrages held up work momentarily on occasions, but nothing 
daunted the engineers, who drove forward, despite the difficulties 
and dangers. The battalion maintenance personnel went as far 
forward as road conditions would permit, despite enemy obser- 
vation and fire. The administrative personnel of the battalion 
worked long hours to insure adequate engineer supply and proper 
maintenance of reports. The tremendous accomplishments 
achieved by the 114th ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION 
were of vital importance to the division's success in overcoming 
fanatical Japanese resistance. 

Two Infantry Battalions and one Artillery Battalion were also honored 
by War Department citations: 

The 1st BATTALION, 128th INFANTRY REGIMENT, 
is cited for outstanding performance of duty in action against the 
enemy in the Caraballo Mountains, Luzon, Philippine Islands, 
from 23 March to 30 May 1945. Over what has been offically 
referred to as ''some of the bloodiest fighting in the history of the 
United States Army/' the 1st Battalion, during this period, at- 
tacked and vanquished the fanatical enemy entrenched in seem- 
ingly impregnable fortifications controlling the Villa Verde Trail. 

So long had the enemy been in preparation of its cave fortifica- 
tions, so elaborate had been their preparations, and so skillfully 
were these enemy defensive positions located, that the entire oper- 
ation for the 1st BATT ALIGN consisted of assaults upon fortified 
positions. In the reduction of this force's forward area near 
Salacsac Pass Number 2, the 1st BATTALION killed 700 Jap- 
anese, demolished innumerable cave positions, and captured 
countless enemy weapons. On May 1945 (sic) the 1st BAT- 
TALION, after nearly complete replacement of its personnel 
because of combat casualties, began the attack on Hill 508, the 
commanding ground in the division sector and the focal point of 
the elaborate enemy defensive system. By skillful and courageous 
use of the flamethrowers, demolition charges, and hand grenades, 
the assault forces literally blasted and buried enemy troops to 
annihilation as the battalion fought its way onto the hill. Because 
of the clever employment of the enemy's weapons for mutual fire 
support in breadth and depth, the most exact coordination be- 
tween elements of the battalion was required. Many times fire 
direction was given by forward assault groups for adjoining at- 
tackers, in order to overcome the usual poor observation. Often 
during the assault on Hill 508, the attackers found that the 
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Japanese tunnels and underground positions extended completely 
through ridges, all of which were virtually invulnerable to bombs 
and artillery. After 9 days of constant assault on the hill mass, 
during which the Japanese made innumerable counterattacks, the 
1st BATTALION overwhelmed the entire hill to complete the an- 
nihilation of the Sampei force. Upon examination of the con- 
quered fortress, it was found that the main cave was approximately 
200 feet long, with numerous compartments leading from the 
main tunnel. The 1st BATTALION suffered 600 combat casual- 
ties in this extremely costly battle for control of this sector of the 
Villa Verde Trail area. The 1st BATTALION fought against the 
enemy^s key positions and his most determined troops, killing more 
than 1,400, Despite the casualties and adverse conditions the 
officers and men of the 1st BATTALION , 128th INFANTRY 
REGIMENT, never wavered from their determination to destroy 
the enemy and complete an extremely difficult mission. 

The 3d BATTALION, 128th INFANTRY REGIMENT, is 
cited for outstanding performance of duty in action against the 
enemy on Luzon, Philippine Islands, from 24 March to 31 May 
1945, The 3d BATTALION, during this period, attacked and 
vanquished the fanatical and aggressive enemy entrenched in 
seemingly impregnable fortifications controlling the Villa Verde 
Trail, The enemy timetable permitted them months of preparation, 
during which, they honeycombed the hills with elaborate systems 
of caves, prepared fortified emplacements for artillery and ma- 
chine guns, familiarized themselves with the terrain, and cached 
huge stocks of supplies and ammunition. Dense forests, thick 
scrub and underbrush, and concentrated patches of razor-sharp 
kunai grass afforded the enemy the most ideal natural defensive 
positions ever encountered. Defense of these hills consisted of 
series after series of pillboxes heavily armed with machine guns 
and mutually supported automatic and small-arms fire. These 
positions were so well-dug-in and protected that they were not 
seriously affected by our artillery and mortar barrages and had to 
be reduced one by one by organized assault groups. The commit- 
ment of the 3d BATTALION, in a series of coordinated attacks 
against enemy-held hills, launched the unit into one of the blood- 
iest, most bitterly contested engagements of the entire campaign. 
In one four-day period, 220 Japanese were killed and many were 
buried in the 44 caves and pillboxes sealed and overrun. Banga- 
lore torpedoes, rocket launchers, pole charges, hand-thrown 
demolitions, and flame throwers literally blasted and buried enemy 
troops to annihilation as the slow, costly advance rolled on until 
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these hills were taken. The capture of these hills isolated cut-off 
pockets of enemy forces and made possible the extension of the 
supply road. Further advance was impeded by the enemy’s posi- 
tions on another hill. This hill consisted of a series of steep gullies 
and ridges approximately 800 yards long, running parallel to the 
trail and south of it. Its commanding ground dominated over 
1 ,000 yards of the trail and, until secured, prevented all forward 
movement. The 3d BATTALION was assigned the mission of 
capturing this hill and establishing a roadblock on the trail from 
the south by this flanking movement. Again the battalion en- 
countered stiff enemy resistance in well fortified and mutually 
supported caves, machine gun pillboxes and dug-in snipers. Ac- 
curate enemy indirect and point-blank artillery subjected our 
troops to heavy fire. Once again the experienced assault groups 
burned, blasted, and fought their way through pocket after 
pocket of these fortified positions. Again demolitions, rocket 
launchers, flame throwers, pole charges, close-in fighting, and 
hand-to-hand combat wrested positions from the tenacious enemy. 
In 4 days of ferocious assaults, fortifications were reduced and 
control of dominating hills established. When advanced elements 
of the division found themselves isolated, because of cutting of 
their supply line, elements of the 3d BATTALION were rushed 
to that area. A new trail was cut to the isolated elements and, 
in a series of bloody, savage attacks, they completely annihilated 
the Japanese blockading the old supply route. During this phase, 
the enemy controlled a section of the Villa Verde Trail. A three- 
way pincer movement was initiated to eliminate this enemy group. 
Throughout this entire phase, it was a case of engaging and 
destroying installations, caves, and pillboxes, one by one. The 
fanatical enemy had to be killed to the last man, each determined 
to fight to the end. The onslaught of the American troops, closing 
from all sides, was so fierce that the spirit of the defenders of the 
Villa Verde Trail was broken forever. During the above men- 
tioned period, the 3d BATTALION killed at least 741 Japanese, 
while countless others were smothered and buried in caves. The 
indomitable courage of the 3d BATTALION , 128th INFANTRY 
REGIMENT, and their aggressiveness in battle against an enemy 
favored by both perfect defensive terrain and oriental fanaticism 
were determining factors in the conquest of the Villa Verde Trail. 

The 126th FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION is cited for 
extraordinary heroism and outstanding performance of duly in 
action against the enemy on Luzon, Philippine Islands, from 30 
January to 3 June 1945. For the entire 125 days necessary to 
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complete this operation, the 126th FIELD ARTILLERY BAT- 
TALION was in continuous direct support successively of the 
127th, 126th, and, finally, of the 128th Infantry Regiments of the 
32d Infantry Division. To do so, it was forced to position itself 
and its guns amidst treacherous terrain and precipitous cliffs, 
carving its final position by hand and by bulldozer from a hillside 

4.000 yards west of Mt. Imugan, in order that it might support 
decisive infantry operations toward Mt. Imugan and Santa Fe in 
the ensuing 10 weeks. Only from this position and no other could 
fire support be effectively maintained against a fanatical and 
well-dug-in enemy, who subjected the unit to all kinds of harass- 
ment, registering continually upon its position with small-arms 
and artillery fire of all calibers and ceaselessly practicing well- 
developed infiltration tactics. Regardless of the extreme hazard 
and danger of necessity placed upon it and with a grim tenacity 
of purpose and even greater heroism, the 126th FIELD ARTIL- 
LERY BATTALION, with a magnificent esprit de corps, main- 
tained both its position and its fires until the completion of the 
32d Division's operations, covering its relief and withdrawal and 
being the last unit to leave the scene of the action. In this period, 
it fired more than 69J200 rounds of ammunition for a rate of 
better than 1 every 2 minutes. Despite this heavy rate of fire, it was 
successfully delivered without inflicting a single casualty upon the 
supported infantry, a support action rendered under all but im- 
possible conditions. Wire communications and supply were 
maintained at a great cost to the battalion, which, in addition, 
being denied flank support because of a shortage of troops within 
the Division itself, was forced to maintain its own security by 
constant patrolling action. Because of the extreme hazard of the 
position, casualties were heavy, both at the position and in the 
forward areas, where forward observers and liaison parties con- 
sistently operated, the battalion suffering more than all other artil- 
lery units of the division concerned. This brought about a critical 
shortage of personnel, resulting in officers and men maintaining 
themselves for periods as long as 37 days in the forward areas with- 
out relief and despite the need in many cases for hospitalization. 
Throughout this time, many acts of individual heroism and gal- 
lantry were performed by officers and men of the battalion, who 
so successfully completed their mission as to play a paramount 
role in the opening of the Villa Verde Trail, an action in which 
Japanese (commanded by General Yamashita) suffered more than 

9.000 casualties. The skill in battle, accuracy of their fires, and 
selfless devotion to duty displayed by the officers and men of the 
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126th FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION, during this critical 
phase of the Luzon campaign, not only reflect great credit on the 
members of the battalion but on the battalion itself, the 32d Di- 
vision, and military service as well. 

Issues of Red Arrow News, the Division’s two-page daily mimeographed 
news sheet, published soon after the Villa Verde Trail campaign, give some 
interesting sidelights on Division activities and what was going on elsewhere 
around the world. 

The issue of 1 June 1945 included headlines about reports that the 
Allies had begun prosecution of Nazi war criminals, that withdrawal of 
Allied troops had been requested by the Iran Government, and that “Soviets 
Open Great Army Training Camps In Siberia, Call Up 15-16 Year 
Olds.” Two stories of more immediate interest to Red Arrow men were 
featured. Boxed on page 1 was this commendation from General Krueger, 
Sixth Army commander, and General Swift, I Corps commander: 

From: CG, I Corps 

To: CG. 25th Inf. Div. 

CG, 32d Inf. Div. 

The following message from the Army Commander is trans- 
mitted with pleasure: "Heartiest congratulations for a fine per- 
formance in capturing Santa Fe and Imugan and in opening the 
Villa Verde Trail for its entire length. Please convey to the officers 
and men of the 25th and 32d Divisions and their supporting troops 
my sincere appreciation of their skill and gallantry, and their 
fortitude whereby this noteworthy achievement was made possible.” 

To the above I add my congratulations on the accomplishment of 
a most difficult task. Swift. 

Also featured in the same issue is the story of a broadcast from the 
Division’s forward command post : 

T uesday night the voice of a veteran news commentator went 
out over the CBS network, telling the story of the 32d Division's 
engagement direct from the Division forward CP. In the first 
broadcast of its kind to be beamed out from this Division, William 
J. Dunn — himself a veteramof the whole Pacific war — said in part: 
"Two and a half years ago down at Buna 'on the flat coastal 
plain of eastern New Guinea I saw this same division fight the first 
big scale attack ever staged by American troops in the southern 
Pacific. It was the 32d that started us on an entirely new type of 
warfare — jungle Warfare — at Buna and taught us how to beat the 
Japs out of their fox holes and pill boxes, 

^'Now the 32d is just about to complete a four months cam- 
paign of an entirely different sort — a mountain campaign over 
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ranges as rugged as I ever saw in New Guinea, China or Burma — 
a campaign as different from Burma as black is from white." 

Dunn, who flew here to make the broadcast, continued: “This 
microphone is located in the very heart of what Radio Tokyo not 
long ago referred to as an impregnable defense line. And Radio 
Tokyo had reason to boast. The Japs are really dug in and armed 
as they had never been armed before. For instance, one unit which 
normally carried eight machine guns was here equipped with 34.” 

In conclusion Dunn said: “Major General William H. Gill 
has a right to be proud of his fighting 32d.” 

The Red Arrow News for 10 June 1945 reported a visit by General 
Joseph W. Stilwell as follows: 

“That’s Vinegar Joe!” amazed Red Arrowmen exclaimed re- 
cently as a dusty jeep sped up the mountain trail. And they were 
right — th^ vehicle’s occupant was that legendary figure, the man 
who led the long, heart-breaking trek through Burma in the early 
dark days of the war; General Joseph W. Stilwell, now commander 
of the Army Ground Forces. General Stilwell, on a tour of Pacific 
fronts, took a good look at the 32d’s sector. After touring the area 
over which the Division fought during the past four months, he 
commented: 

“The 32d Division has done a very fine and creditable job.” 
Wearing his battered old-style campaign hat, HBT’s and combat 
boots, the tall, raw-boned figure was quickly recognized by veterans 
of the 32d, although he did not wear insignia. Asked if this cam- 
paign was tough as that in Burma, Stilwell said: 

“Tough? This is as tough as anything could be. Terrain 
doesn’t come any worse. In Burma it was thick impenetrable 
jungle, and here it’s cliffs seemingly impossible to scale and the 
worst sort of mountain terrain. Burma or this sector — it’s a toss up. 

“The Japs used the same type of defense in Burma, only their 
caves weren’t so elaborate as those found here. Dugouts were 
their mainstay there. 

“The Division has a splendid record which will be very hard 
to beat,” The General concluded. 

Both the issue for 1 June and that of 10 June reflect the growing interest 
in “Points,” “critical scores,” and going home. Each issue has a good car- 
toon by Bothwell. One shows two .soldiei's talking on a transport homeward 
bound. One is saying, “ — and th’ second thing I'm gonna do is buy me a 
bottle of ice cold beer!” The other cartoon shows a 32d veteran back in 
the States carrying a bucket of jiaint and still in uniform with the Red Arrow 
prominent on his shoulder. “Yeh,” he says as he paints a bar like that on 
the Division’s insignia aross a traffic arrow, “it's a sort of hobby of mine.” 
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A companion cringes at the sight of a big civilian policeman standing be- 
hind the artist. 

Another publication of great interest to veterans of the Division was 
a very well done thirty-page history of the Division’s part in World War II. 
It was titled 13,000 Hours, and included pictures and maps. The Divi- 
sion’s Public Relations Office, which prepared the booklet, based the title on 
the statement: “Three years overseas, as of midnight, April 21, 1945, 13030 
Hours of combat, more than any other division in World War II have gone 
into the record.” Printed by the 2773d Engineers and “approved for mailing 
by military censorship,” it provided them with a record to send home to 
“the folks.” 

General Krueger’s Sixth Army headquarters, planning well ahead as an 
army headquarters must, had already, on 24 May, issued a field order which 
included in its provisions the operations to be undertaken by I Corps as 
soon as the Santa Fe — Imugan area was captured. The 25th and the 33rd 
Infantry Divisions were eventually to be concentrated in rear areas to ready 
themselves for Operation Olympic, the invasion of Japan. The 37th In- 
fantry Division was to take over from the 25th and exploit the enemy’s 
defeat in the Santa Fe — Imugan area. The 32d was to be withdrawn from 
Villa Verde Trail as soon as the tactical situation permitted, and was later 
to relieve the 33d Division in its zone of action. 

I Corps passed these orders on to the 32d with additional missions and 
details of time and method. Although a few Japanese positions remained in 
the Villa Verde Trail area, the seizure of Santa Fe and the activities of the 
37th Division as it pushed north would cut off the enemy’s supplies. Not 
only could these isolated Japanese units be controlled by a small force, but 
the supply of the Division by way of the Trml was rapidly becoming almost 
impossible. The heavy downpours and fogs of the rainy season made move- 
ments of vehicles very difficult. Washouts and landslides were frequent. 

The withdrawal of the Division began on 30 May with the movement 
of the 128th Infantry, less its 2d Battalion, to the vicinity of Aringay. The 
following day, the 127th, less detachments, began moving to the vicinity 
of Bauang, and the remainder of the Division, less the 1 26th RCT, following 
during the ensuing week. 

The 2d Battalion of the 128th Infantry, reinforced, called Holden Force 
from the name of the battalion commander (Lieutenant Colonel Maurice 
B. Holden), took over the task of cleaning up and controlling what had been 
the Division’s zone of action. Companies F and G, plus the mortar platoon 
of Company H, 127.th Infantry, and Battery A, 121st Field Artillery Bat- 
talion, were attached to Volckmann’s force, the Philippine guerrilla com- 
mand operating in North Luzon. 

The 126th RCT remained attached to the 25th Infantry Division, and 
was used primarily to mop up the Santa Fe — Imugan area. 
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During the period 4 to 30 June, the bulk of the 32d Division was located 
in the Bauang-Naguilian — Caba — Aringay area engaged in rest, rehabilita- 
tion and training, plus security missions in its area. The daily routine 
pattern was training in the morning, recreation and athletics in the after- 
noon, and daily motor patrols throughout the area for which the Division 
was responsible. 

On 30 June elements of the Division began to move to the south end of 
of Cagayan Valley. At midnight of that day, the Division passed to control 
of XIV Corps (Lieutenant General Oscar W. Griswold). At the same time, 
the res|x>nsibility for all remaining combat missions on Luzon passed from 
General Krueger to the Commanding General, Eighth Army (Lieutenant 
General Robert L. Eichelberger) . Sixth Army was to get its troops ready for 
Operation Olympic, the assault of Kyushu, southernmost island of Japan. 
Eighth, Tenth and First Armies (the last redeployed from Europe) were 
scheduled to attack the main Japanese island of Honshu in the early Spring 
of 1946. 

The officers and men of the 32d, as indicated by General Gill’s phrase, 
“I look forward to your continued success into the heart of Tokyo” in his 
general order at the end of the Villa Verde Trail operation, expected to 
be in the final assault on the heart of Japan, but in the meantime they had 
a job of mopping up to do. 

The Luzon campaign had, in some degree at least, officially come to an 
end, but it was, in fact, far from concluded. General Eichelberger, in his 
book, criticizes General MacArthur or “his immediate assistants” for an- 
nouncing victories too early. He is particularly bitter about the phrase “mop- 
ping up.” “If there is another war,” he says, “I recommend that the mili- 
tary, and the correspondents, and everyone else concerned, drop the phrase 
‘mopping up’ from their vocabularies. It is not a good enough phrase to 
die for.” 

Actually, 30 June 1945 was only the date of the changeover of com- 
mand on Luzon. Later, the War Department set 4 July as the termination 
date for the battle credit, Luzon. But the 32d Division and other units 
continued active operations against opposition until 15 August, and as will 
be seen, it was some time after that before Yamashita surrendered. 

The battle casualties of the Division for the Luzon campaign up to 
midnight, 30 June 1945, were as follows: 


Killed in action 
Died of Wounds 
Wounded in action 
Injured in action 
Missing in action 
Non-battle casualties 


OFFICERS 

41 

10 

111 

6 

1 

153 


ENLISTED MEN 
720 
145 
2,162 
234 
3 

4,808 
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Most of the battle casualties occurred in the four month period from 
1 February to 31 May 1945. 

These figures, however, only partly tell the story of the larger turnover 
of officers and men during the campaign. In addition to the casualties, 
several hundred officers and several thousand enlisted men were relieved 
from the Division under rotation plans. During the operation, 238 officers 
and 6,661 enlisted men were received zis replacements, and 214 officers and 
5,747 enlisted men were reassigned to the Division after hospitalization. 
Some of these latter had, of course, only been absent from the Division for 
brief periods. But the over-all figures indicate that a tremendous personnel 
administrative and training burden was carried by the Division during an 
exceptionally difficult period of combat. 

The 32d Division started the campaign considerably under strength, 
with only 625 officers and 10,499 men present for duty on Luzon. The 
comparable figures on 30 June 1945 were 623 officers and 12,258 men. 

The Division’s after-action report for the Luzon campaign pays tribute 
to the often forgotten help given by the Red Cross field workers, two of 
whom, Chet Whidden and Clyde Ryberg, were particularly mentioned in 
later postwar stories. “The American Red Cross representatives,” says the 
official Division report, “did a commendable job during the operation, 
supplying front line troops with necessities and luxury items. Red Cross 
Canteens were maintained in all rear areas, and improvised mobile canteens 
served front line troops. Their efforts during this operation deserve much 
recognition.” 

The principal commanders and staff officers of the Division during the 
Villa Verde Trail operation were as follows. The dates of incumbency are 
27 January to 30 June 1945, except where stated otherwise. 

Commanding General: 

Major Gen. William H. Gill 
Assistant Division Commander: 

Brig. Gen. Charles B. Lyman 
CG, Division Artillery: 

Brig. Gen. Robert B. McBride, Jr. 

Col. Melvin L. McCreary f acting) 

Chief of Staff: 

Col. Ernest A. Barlow 
GI: 

Lt. Col. Theodore E. Mackrell 
Major Elmer G. Boyer ( acting) 

G2: 

Lt. Col. George A. Bond, Jr. 

Capt. Carl K. Bomberger (acting) 


(27 Jan. to 25 June) 
(25-30 June) 


(27 Jan. to 17 April) 
( 18 April to 30 June ) 

(27 Jan. to 22 June) 
(25-30 June) 
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Lt, Col, Robert A, Ports 
Lt, Col, Wade L, Glassburn 
G4: 

Lt, Col, Cecil M, Coulter 
Adjutant General: 

Lt, Col, Edward W, Hoffman 
Inspector General: 

Lt, Col, Gustave George 
Lt, Col, William A, Duncan 
Major Max E, Cooper 
Judge Advocate: 

Lt, Col, William E, Thomason 
Finance Officer: 

Lt, Col, Merle G. Valentine 
Major George S, Brotemarkle 
Chemical Officer: 

Lt, Col, James O, Andes 
Major James P, Sutton 
Division Chaplain: 

Major Sigvard M, Tweeten 

Major Edward Connolly 
Capt, William E, Cooley 
Ordnance Officer: 

Lt, Col, John E. Harbert 
Major Leigh M, Jones ( acting) 
Division Engineer: 

Lt. Col. Charles B. Rynearson 
Major Orman L. Wallis 
Lt, Col, Julian V, Sollohub 
Signal Officer: 

Lt. Col, Dayton W, Garlick 
Major Gordon D, Gray 
Provost Marshal: 

Major William F, Barnes 
Quartermaster: 

Lt, Col. Austin E. Corpe 
Headquarters Commandant: 

Lt. Col. Charles H. Meyer 
Major Lyle L. Graves 
Lt. Col. Thomas F. Wall 
Capt. Samuel K. Kohler (acting) 
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(27 Jan. to 27 Feb.) 
(28 Feb. to 30 June) 


(27 Jan. to 2 Feb.) 

( 3 Feb. to 8 March ) 
(9 March to 30 June) 


(27 Jan. to 6 April) 

(7 April to 30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 12 April) 
(13 April to 30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 26 Apr.) 
(27-30 June) 

(I May to 14 June) 

(15 to 27 June) 

(27 Jan. to 12 May) 

( 13 May to 30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 1 March) 
(2-17 March) 

( 18 March to 30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 5 June) 
(6-30 June) 


(27 Jan. to 5 March) 

( 6 March to 14 April) 
(21 April to 30 June) 
(15 to 21 April) 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



LUZON: THE VILLA VERDE TRAIL 


253 


Surgeon: 

Lt. Col. John F. Wurz 
120 Field Art Battalion: 

Lt. Col. Joseph F. Richter 
121st Field Art Battalion: 

Lt. Col. John B. Taylor 
126th Field Art Battalion: 

Lt. Col. Lester A. Vickery 
Major Clifford M. Simmang 
Lt. Col. Robert A. Ports 
129th Field Art Battalion: 

Lt. Col. Ralph H. Watson 
126th Infantry: 

Col. Raymond G. Stanton 
Col. Merle H. Howe 
Lt. Col. Oliver O. Dixon 
Col. Charles C. W. Allan 
1st Battalion: 

Lt. Col. Cladie A. Bailey 
Major Elee L. Tyler 
Major Melvin W. Schulz 
2nd Battalion: 

Lt. Col. Oliver O. Dixon 
Lt. Col. Dwight Harvey 
Major Raymond C. Durgan 
3rd Battalion: 

Major Peter L. Dal Ponte 
Lt. Col. Dwight Harvey 
Lt. Col. George L. Witt 
Major Isom P. Clark, Jr. 
127th Infantry: 

Col. Frederick R. Stofft 
Lt. Col. Frank W . Murphy 
1st Battalion: 

Lt. Col. Powell A. Fraser 
2nd Battalion: 

Lt. Col. Charles R. Meyer 
Major Paul J. Purnish 
3rd Battalion: 

Major Timothy C. Doherty 
Capt. Cornelius Wiley 
Lt. Col. Evan M. Houseman 
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(27 Jan. to 3 March) 

( 4-23 March) 

(24 March to 30 June) 


(27 Jan. to 4 March) 
(5-28 March) 

(29 March to 2 May) 

( 3 May to 30 June ) 

(27 Jan. to 19 April) 
(20 Apr. to 5 May) 

(6 May to 30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 26 March) 
(30 Apr. to 5 June) 
(6-30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 11 March) 
(12 March to 13 April) 
(14 April to 25 June) 
(26-30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 27 June) 
(28-30 June) 


(27 Jan. to 20 June) 
(21-30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 20 March ) 
(21-23 March) 

(23 Mar. to 30 June) 
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1 28th Infantry: 

Col. John A. Hettinger 
Col. Merle M. Howe 
1st Battalion: 

Lt. Col. James P. Burns 
Major John P. Godfrey, Jr. 
Major Robert B. Vance 
2nd Battalion: 

Lt. Col. Herbert A. Smith 
Lt. Col. Thomas F. Wall 
Major Robert B. Vance 
Lt. Col. Maurice B. Holden 
3rd Battalion: 

Lt. Col. William A. Duncan 
Lt. Col. Douglas E. Des Rosier 
114th Engineers: 

See Division Engineer 
732 d Ordnance (LM) Company: 
Capt. Paul Keene, Jr. 

Lt. John C. Ide 
32d Quartermaster Company: 

Capt. Dwight L. Harley 
Lt. William B. Moore 
107th Medical Battalion: 

Lt. Col. Herbert C. Wallace 
32 d Military Police Platoon: 

Lt. Forrest P. Geyer 
32d Signal Company: 

Capt. Robert E. Dunlap 
32d Cav. Recon. T roop: • 

Lt. Bernard J. Lillie 
Lt. Lewis T. Wortham 
Lt. John E. Person 
632 Tank Destroyer Battalion: 

Lt. Col. Hugh M. Fanning 


(27 Jan. to 27 March) 
(28 Mar. to 30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 24 May) 
(25-27 May) 

(28 May to 30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 5 Feb.) 

(6 Feb. to 23 Mar.) 
(24-25 April) 

(26 Apr. to 30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 3 Feb.) 

(4 Feb. to 30 June) 


(27 Jan. to 31 May) 
(1-30 June) 

(27 Jan. to 14 June) 
(15-30 June) 


(27 Jan. to 4 May) 
( 5 May to 25 June ) 
(26-30 June) 
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LUZON: MOPPING UP 


The military situation in northern Luzon had changed considerably 
during the weeks when the bulk of the 32d Division was out of combat. After 
the capture of the Santa Fe — Imugan positions, General Swift had shifted 
the 37th Infantry Division to the Santa Fe area and passed it through the 
25th Division. The 37th promptly attacked northward astride Highway 5. 
On 5 June it captured Aritao, the next day it was in Bambang and, on 7 
June captured Bayombong. On 9 June the 37th overran Bagabac (Bagabag) 
on some maps, blocked Highway No. 4 at the Lamut River to the northwest 
beyond Bagabac, and pushed on to the northeast on Highway No. 5. 

This rapid advance was a blow to any remaining capability of the Jap- 
anese for a counteroffensive on Luzon. General Yamashita had assumed 
that he could hold the Santa Fe — Imugan position until the end of June. 
By that time he expected to develop defensive positions commanding High- 
way No. 5 in the Aritao area and beyond. These positions would protect 
Bagabac, a village important because it was at the junction of the highways 
on which Yamashita could shift his forces and supplies between Cagayan 
Valley and the mountain stronghold to the west in the vicinity of Bontoc. 

Although it was estimated that the Japanese commander had at least 
25,000 troops remaining in northern Luzon, the capture of Bagabac area 
kept him from uniting his forces, and made their defeat possible in detail. 

To exploit the now favorable situation further, the 6th Infantry Divi- 
sion pushed one column forward on Highway No. 4 while another column 
moved west and southwest from Bambang. The 33d Division also advanced 
against increased resistance on front. Philippine Guerrilla Forces, North 
Luzon, now under command of I Corps, cleared large areas in the north- 
west part of the island. 

On 21 June, the port of Aparri at the north end of Cagayan Valley 
was ca|)tured by guerrillas and Rangers. And on the 23d, paratroops from 
the 11th Airborne Division dropped near Aparri, moved southward, and 
made contact with tl^' 37th Division. By 30 June, Cagayan Valley was under 
American control but not yet cleared of enemy troops. 

The 6th and 33d Divisions had by that time made considerable progress 
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in closing in on the enemy’s mountain positions to the west of Cagayan 
Valley. 

When the 32d Division came back into the combat picture its principal 
mission was to eliminate the remaining Japanese troops in its zone of action. 
Three divisions — the 6th, 32d, and 37th — were now available, with the help 
of the guerrilla forces, to clean up northern Luzon under the orders of the 
commanding general, XIV Corps. 

It is impK>ssible to arrive at precise figures as to the effective strength of 
the remaining Japanese troops in northern Luzon at this time. General 
Eichelberger says that after the official Japanese capituladon General Yam- 
ashita came out of the “Mountain wilderness to the northeast of Baguio” 
and surrendered 40,000 well-disciplined troops. 

The 32d took over an area extending clear across the island. It included 
Highway No. 5, from Bagabac to a point considerably to the south of Balete 
Pass, the Villa Verde Trail area, and all of the Baguio area. The 6th and 37th 
Divisions plus Philippine Guerrilla Forces, North Luzon, continued to oper- 
ate in zones north of that of the 32d. 

On 28 June, G2 estimated that there were 1,500 to 1,800 Japanese in 
the Division’s zone of action. These were believed to be concentrated in three 
sectors: in the mountains northeast of Baguio, west and southwest of Baga- 
bac, and southeast of Aritao. There was the possibility of movement into the 
Division’s zone of some of the 12,000 Japanese troops estimated to be farther 
to the north in the mountains of northwest Luzon, and of some of the 14,000 
enemy troops believed to be in the northern Cagayan Valley and the moun- 
tains to the east of it. 

To the 127th RCT went the job of taking over the whole western part 
of the Division zone. The 127th had been short its Company G and one 
platoon of 81mm mortars from Company H since 2 June when those units 
left to join the Volckmann guerrilla force operating in the northern Cagayan 
Valley. Company G and the mortar platoon were now returned to the 127th, 
but one Company (F) was detached on 27 June and sent to join the guer- 
rilla forces operating in the vicinity of Cervantes to the northwest of the 
Division’s area. The 127th RCT relieved the remaining 33d Division troops 
in the Baguio area. 

The 126th RCT which had passed to control of the 25th Infantry 
Division in the latter part of May had not included the 120th Field Artil- 
lery Battalion, normally a part of the regimental combat team. The 120th 
had been left in the Villa Verde Trail part of the operation, furnishing 
direct support to the 1st Battalion of the Buena Vista Regiment. Early in 
June the 120th had been withdrawn from combat along with all the other 
units of Division Artillery, but on 26 June it moved to the vicinity of Aritao 
and was attached to the 126th Infantry to complete the combat team. The 
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126th RCT took over the southeast area of the Division’s zone. Its missions 
included keeping Highway No. 5 open in its zone. 

The 128th Infantry, with the 129th FA Battalion and other units 
attached, was assigned the northeast part of the Division’s zone. Its missions 
also included keeping Highway No. 5 open in its zone. 

The Division command post was established at Anabat on Highway 
No. 5 south of Balete Pass. 

The orders for each of the regimental combat teams included instruc- 
tions to “patrol vigorously” and to “destroy all enemy encountered.” 

The Division’s entire area was wild, rough country. Heavy rains fell 
often, to make washouts and landslides which blocked the few roads. The 
official announcement that the Luzon campaign was over was justified in 
terms of control of major cities, ports and airfields. But to the Red Arrow 
men trying to “mop up” it was a long way from ended. Although the enemy 
was disorganized, and suffering from shortage of ammunition and food, and 
in a hopeless situation, he was nevertheless still capable of fanatical resis- 
tance when cornered. This willingness to fight to the death is proved by the 
Division’s report at the end of the mopping-up period: Only some 200 Jap- 
anese taken prisoners, but over 2,800 killed. 

The Division’s G2 reports tor 31 July give a rather typical picture of 
the Japanese resistance as it was in northern Luzon on that day. The Gen- 
eral Summary of Enemy Information issued by Captain Carl K. Bomberger, 
acting G2, records the reports received from the areas outside the Division’s 
zone during the last twenty-four hours. In the 6th Division’s area, its 1st 
Infantry Regiment had secured a ridge west of Kiangan, killing 30 Japanese. 
The enemy had staged a strong counterattack which was repulsed, but 37 
more Japanese were killed in this encounter. Another Infantry Regiment of 
the same division had received five enemy night attacks. In another action, 
elements of the 6th Division had killed 20 enemy while capturing a hill. The 
37th Division and the guerrilla forces reported several patrol contacts, but 
no serious engagement. 

The 32d Division’s activities were covered by the G2 periodic report. 
A total of 44 Japanese had been killed and 22 captured in patrol contacts 
throughout the Division’s zone of action during the 24 hour period ended 
at 1500 on the 31st. The 126th Infantry, in the Division’s southeast area, had 
conducted routine patrolling without finding any enemy. The 128th, in the 
northeast area, reported four fire fights resulting in enemy deaths or capture. 
The 127th, covering the western part of the Division’s zone, also had several 
skirmishes. In giving the details of one of these actions in which four Japa- 
nese were killed, the report states, “The Japs were unarmed and in poor 
condition.” The not unnatural reaction that a report such as this indicates 
ruthless and unnecessary slaughter must be balanced against the conditions 
that actually existed. Most of the enemy groups met with were armed, and 
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resisted fiercely. Some groups had insufficient arms and ammunition for all, 
but nevertheless fought vigorously. Finally, and probably most important, 
the American doughboy had learned from hard experience that his enemies 
were capable of treachery, not only in the ordinary meaning of the term, 
but in suicidal use of hand grenades at the moment of capture. 

The weather report for the periods records the poor visibility and scat- 
tered showers typical of this part of Luzon. 

An annex of twenty-one pages and a map contains some reports on 
translations of captured documents and on interrogations of prisoners by the 
171st Language Detachment, commanded by Lieutenant R. B. Gage. One 
of the interrogations is of particular interest both as a human document and 
as a commentary on the Formosans whose position in the Chinese situation 
later became so important after the Communist victory on the mainland. 

The prisoner, a twenty-nine-year-old surgeon in the employ of the 
Japanese Navy, had surrendered, along with five Formosan medical assis- 
tants. All were unarmed and in good physical condition. The doctor is 
described in the report as unusually well educated, “of educated parents,” 
and the third generation of surgeons in his family. He was hired under 
pressure by the Japanese Navy on a civilian basis. After answering many 
questions about Japanese medical methods and conditions, he was asked to 
write in English a short commentary on the Formosan’s position in the war. 
“He was,” says the report, “left alone for hours.” The result, in part, follows: 
All of the Formosans have stronger resistance than Japs to- 
wards tropical diseases, like malaria, dysentery and other infectious 
diseases. This is the only reason that Japs need Formosans, when 
he fight in south-island. So all youth of Formosans are forced to 
build airfields at New Guinea, New Britain, and Philippine Islands 
where are bad condition for human healthy. 

Under which condition they work? I must say he next by, 
under very poor supply. One suit cloth and two gumi shoes a year, 
and above all they eat only rice with salt — and in spite of working 
hard day and night — Japs treat them very crully. When anybody 
of Formosans has a mistake Japs strike him bitterly and sometimes 
to dead. So all of Formosans don^t like Japs because of cruelity 
and unhumanity, and if he has any chance to get gun, perhaps he 
will kill him. All of the Formosans want to surrender, but they 
have no chance, because of being watched strictly by Japs and 
above all are afraid of being shot by Filipinos and guerrillas. So if 
America stop Filipino to shot them, maybe, some Formosans come 
down from mountain to surrender. 

This last comment reflects the vengeful attitude of some Filipinos after 
years of suffering under Japanese domination. It also may explain some of 
the killing of unarmed Japanese as previously discussed. Each of the regi- 
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merits of the 32d Division had Philippine guerrilla units attached to it during 
this period. This particular group of Formosans had escaped from a Japanese 
unit when it was attacked by guerrillas. They negotiated with some civilian 
Filipinos, gave them all their personal belongings, obtained shelter for the 
night, and had the Filipinos make arrangements for their surrender to Com- 
pany K, 128th Infantry. 

July and early August of 1945 was a confused period for the Red Arrow 
men. They were not under the same pressure as they had been at Buna, Ai- 
tape, Leyte or on the Villa Verde Trail. Many expected to be able to go 
home soon; other supposed that they would soon be engaged in a major 
assault on the Japanese homeland. In the meantime, aggressive patrolling 
and the destruction of enemy troops had to be kept up. 

The Red Arrow News for 6 August 1945 reflected the situation. The 
lead story was the official offer of the Division commander to grant a forty- 
five-day furlough to the States to any man who captured a Japanese general. 
“Incidentally,” the story concluded, “the captured general must be in suit- 
able condition for questioning.” 

There were accounts of bombings of Japanese cities, installations, and 
shipping, but, of course, no mention of the atomic bomb which was being 
dropped on Hiroshima at the time that the news sheet was being distributed. 

Private First Class Manuel Perez Garcia, of the 126th Infantry, “Cuban- 
borne Jap killer,” was saluted in a neat little account of how the Red Arrow 
News reporter had gone to the hospital to interview this thirty-seven-year-old 
soldier who had been credited with killing and capturing 83 Japanese and 
also with being a model soldier. It turned out that the exemplary doughboy 
was AWOL, but only from the hospital. He was back with his outfit, and 
out on a six-day patrol. 

The editor put a rather bitter headline over a story from Washington 
announcing that President Truman had authorized medals for Selective 
Service personnel: “Your Draft Board Does It Again ! ! ! Will Get 
Medals Soon.” 

The return of some amenities to Division routine was indicated by the 
listing of movies in five areas, and by the announcement that, rather more 
surprisingly, “a series of weekly recorded concerts of classical music has been 
arranged for all men of this Division.” 

The first atomic bomb was being dropped on the Japanese homeland 
as this issue of the Red Arrow News was being distributed to the men of the 
Division. On 9 August a second bomb was dropped, this time on Nagasaki. 
The next day the Japanese government sued for peace. 

On 15 August 1945, the Division recei\ed orders to discontinue aggres- 
sive action. Peace had officially come, but it was not yet an actuality in 
northern Luzon. In spite of radio broadcasts and dropped leaflets, some 
Japanese units either remained in ignorance of the end of the war or were 
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unwilling to accept the news, and some 32d Division patrols were fired on 
and some positions attacked. 

In its issue of 10 November 1945, The Saturday Evening Post featured 
a well-written and well-illustrated article by Technician Fourth Grade 
Charles P. Murdock. It was titled "The Red Arrow Pierced Every Line,” 
and told for the first time the story of the 32d Division’s “unique fighting 
record from Buna to Luzon.” The first few paragraphs give a good picture 
of the situation in the Division immediately after VJ-day. 

The walkie-talkie said, "The war’s over.” The grimy sergeant 
from A Company flicked the butterfly on the mike and said, "Yeah, 
all over these damned mountains.” 

It was the morning of August 15, 1945. For the book, it was 
the 32d Division’s 654th — and last — day of combat in World War 
II. But not for the men of A Company. Part of the company had 
just beaten off a banzai charge. One dough was dead and two were 
wounded. The platoon was cut off. Back through the mountains 
at B Company, eleven miles by trail, 1st Lieutenant Troy Ricks, 
one-time basketball star from Booneville, Mississippi, said, some- 
what grimly, "There’s no celebrating here. This is the Thirty- 
second. We always fight after the campaigns are over, "which made 
him somewhat of a prophet. 

Less than eighteen hours later, A Company was hit by an- 
other banzai. Another dough was killed and seven were wounded. 

Back at the divisional public-relations office. Captain William 
A. Fleischer, of New York City, said "That’s the Thirty-second — 
first to start fighting, last to finish.” 

Sgt. Marion Hargrove, of YANK, up to cover the 32d’s "re- 
action” to the end of the war, jotted down some notes. 

He’d just come from talking to some doughs who had started 
it out almost three full years before by hiking over the Owen 
Stanley Mountains from Port Moresby to Buna. 

AT/5 rolled a piece of paper into the typewriter and started 
writing: WITH THE 32d INFANTRY DIVISION IN NORTH- 
ERN LUZON, AUG. 15—MAJ. GEN. WILLIAM H. GILL, 
COMMANDER OF THE 32 d (RED ARROW) INFANTRY 
DIVISION SAID, ON RECEIPT OF THE NEWS OF JAPAN’S 
SURRENDER, "I DOUBT IF ANYONE, ANYWHERE, IS 
MORE PROFOUNDLY MOVED BY THIS NEWS THAN 
THE MEN OF THIS DIVISION, WHO HAVE FOUGHT SO 
HARD, SUFFERED SO MUCH AND WAITED SO LONG 
FOR THIS MOMENT.” 

Thirty miles farther up the Caguyan Valley the Japs appar- 
ently hadn’t got the word. 
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The Red Arrow News for 16 August under a heading, “War Ends on 
32d’s 654th Day of Combat,” also quoted General Gill’s remarks, includ- 
ing his additional comment: “I’m proud of these men who fought at Buna, 
at Saidor, the Drimiumor, on Morotai, on Leyte and on Luzon. I also think 
this is an appropriate time to remember the sacrihce of the men who died 
in those battles. This is their moment too.” 

On 20 August, a Luzon Area Command was activated to assume tacti- 
cal control of the remaining operations on the island of Luzon. The new 
headquarters was organized with Major General Robert S. Beightler, the 
commander of the 37th Infantry Division, in command. This change was 
made in order to release the XIV Corps headquarters which was scheduled 
for occupation duties in Japan. The 32d Division was also scheduled for 
early relief for the same reason. 

Before the changes were well under way, an American pilot who had 
parachuted to earth behind the Japanese lines from his disabled plane, been 
captured, apd taken to Yamashita’s headquarters, was released, after VJ- 
day, and came into the American lines with a message from Yamashita 
explaining the circumstances of his capture and commending him for his 
devotion to duty in refusing to answer questions during the lengthy inter- 
rogation. 

General Gill had the pilot, flying an L-5 Liaison plane, drop a message 
and ground panels in the vicinity of Yamashita’s headquarters. The message 
instructed Yamashita to put out the panels if he was ready to make arrange- 
ments for surrender. The next day, another pilot found the panels staked 
out according to instructions. He dropped a message suggesting that Yam- 
ashita send a representative to the U. S. lines. 

On 26 August, late in the afternoon, a Japanese captain, accompanied 
by a small party of enlisted men, delivered a message to an outpost of the 
3d Battalion, 128th Infantry, in the vicinity of Kiangan. It was Yamashita’s 
answer : 


GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 
IMPERIAL JAPANESE ARMY 
IN THE PHILIPPINES 

August 25, 1945. 

TO: General W. H. Gill, Commanding General, 

Kiangan-Bayombong, 

United States Army in the Philippines. 

Sir: 

I. I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your com- 
munication addressed to me, dropped by your airplane on August 
24th as well as your papers dropped on August 25th in response 
to our ground signal. 


Digitized 


i» Goi.)gle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



LUZON: MOPPING UP 


267 


2. I am taking this opportunity to convey to you that order 
from Imperial Headquarters pertaining to cessation of hostilities 
was duly received by me on August 20th and that I have immedi- 
ately issued orders to cease hostilities to all units under my com- 
mand insofar as communications were possible. I also wish to add 
at this point the expression of my heartfelt gratitude to you, fully 
cognizant of the sincere efforts and deep concern you have con- 
tinuously shown with reference to cessation of hostilities as evi- 
denced by the various steps and measures taken in this connection. 

To date of writing, however, I have failed to receive order from 
Imperial Headquarters authorizing me to enter into direct negotia- 
tions here in the Philippines with the United States Army con- 
cerning the carrying out of the order for the cessation of hostilities, 
but I am of the fond belief that upon receipt of this order, 
negotiations can be immediately entered into. Presenting my 
compliments and thanking you for your courteous letter, I remain, 
yours respectfully, 

T. YAMASHITA 

Tomoyuki Yamashita, General, Imperial Japanese Army^ Highest 
Commander of the Imperial Japanese Army in the Philippines. 

General Gill promptly relayed Yamashita’s message to the commanding 
general, Luzon Area Command, and replied directly to General Yamashita: 

General Yamashita, Tomoyuki 
Highest Commander of the 
Imperial Japanese Army 
in the Philippines 

General Yamashita: 

1 . Your courier contacted my forces in the vicinity of Kian- 
gan at 1701 , 25 August, and delivered your excellent message and 
map with the proposed patrol route change. I now have these 
two documents before me and hereby acknowledge receipt of 
them. 

2. It is most regrettable that you have not yet received au- 
thority to enter into direct negotiations with the United States 
Army. It is disheartening to learn that your men must continue 
to suffer privations of food and medicine. I have the authority 
to negotiate surrender terms directly with your headquarters, and 
will supply food and administer medical care to all members oj 
the Imperial Japanese Forces who surrender to my Command. It 
is my wish that this take place with the least possible delay. 
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3. In order to make adequate preparations for the proper 
care of your forces after they surrender, it is desired that you 
furnish me with the approximate number of officers, men and 
nurses who will come under my care. 

4. In order to continue the best possible liaison, your courier 
is returning to your headquarters today with a radio and with 
instructions that the new patrol route proposed by you is satis- 
factory. I have instructed my forces to remain at Kiangan and 
be prepared to meet any representatives which you may dispatch 
to that point. Each day (weather permitting) a liaison plane 
equipped with a radio and adjusted to the proper frequency 
will fly over your area and effect radio contact with your head- 
quarters. It is my desire that all transmissions be in English. 

5. Your message states that due to communication difficulties 
some units of your command may not be aware of the cessations 
of hostilities. It is, therefore, desired that you prepare letters 
addressed to the commanders of these units advising them to 
cease hostilities. If you will deliver these letters by messenger to 
my forces at Kiangan with instructions as to where they are to 
be delivered, I will see that the messages reach the designated 
commanders. 


Sincerely, 

W. H. GILL 

Major General, U.S. Army, Commanding 


A tragedy of particular poignancy for the veterans of the 32d’s long 
series of campaigns from Papua to Luzon was the death of Colonel Merle 
H. Howe in an airplane accident. In the Saturday Evening Post article 
previously referred to, Colonel Howe was called “a sort of living symbol 
of what the Division had been through.” General Eichelberger, in his 
book, makes several highly complimentary references to Colonel Howe: 
“a stalwart fighting man,” “the driving leader who helped make the 
Buna victory possible,” and “I never knew of a more determined or more 
courageous fighter.” The former Grand Rapids school teacher and long- 
time National Guard officer was forty-nine years old when he died at the 
moment of victory. 

Yamashita reported the details of the accident to General Gill: 
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GENERAL FIELD HEADQUARTERS 
Imperial Japanese Forces in the Philippines 

August 31, 1945. 

Major General W. H. Gill, 

Commanding General, 32d Infantry Division 
Kiangan, Mountain Province 

Sir: 

It is with extreme regret that I inform you that your liaison 
plane dispatched on the afternoon of August 30, for the purpose 
of communicating with my headquarters crashed in the vicinity 
of the Third Rest House. The plane dropped one communication 
tube and was circling once more to drop another communication 
when it crashed at 1534 o*clock. The cause of the unfortunate 
accident is believed to be engine trouble. 

Of the crew. Col. Merle H. Howe died instantly while Lt. 
Edgar T. Irvine was injured. The latter's injury consists of bruises 
on his right forehead, left lower lip and the right side of the back 
of his head. His injury is not believed serious. 

We immediately sent medical officers to the scene of the 
accident to treat the injured, to take proper care of the dead and 
to preserve the scene of the accident. Please rest assured that 
every possible step has been taken. 

In the above manner. Col. Howe died in the line of duty. 
In view of the unchanging zeal and friendship, from start to 
finish, with which the late Col. Howe served and distinguished 
himself in the present negotiations between the Japanese and 
United States Armies, I, on behalf of the entire Imperial Japanese 
Army and myself, express our deepest condolence. 

At the same time, the injured pilot has my deepest sympathy 
and I have ordered my subordinates to take every step in the 
treatment of his injury. From the bottom of my heart, I pray 
for his early recovery and hope that he will be able to return 
to his post at the earliest possible date. 

I, hereby, hurriedly inform you of the gist of the unfortunate 
accident and at the same time express my sincerest condolence. 

Yours respectfully, 

GENERAL TOMOYUKI YAM ASH IT A 
Highest Commander, Imperial Japanese Army 
In the Philippines. 
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On the morning of 2 September 1945 General Yamashita, accompanied 
by a small staff", surrendered himself to the 32d Infantry Division. He was 
met by a detachment commanded by Lieutenant Russell Bauman, from 
Captain Roy A. Glisson’s Company I, 128th Infantry. Appropriately, 
Lieutenant Bauman was from Wisconsin. At Company I’s command post. 
Colonel Ernest A. Barlow, the Division chief of staff, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Alex J. Robinet, commander of the 128th Infantry, were waiting 
to receive the prisoner. Missing from the ensuing formalities was the 32d 
Division’s commander, General Gill, who had left for the States on leave 
on August 30th after turning the Division over to Brigadier General Robert 
B. McBride, Jr., commanding general of Division Artillery. 

Arrangements had been made for Yamashita to formally surrender to 
Major General Robert S. Beightler of the 37th Infantry Division in the 
latter’s new capacity as commanding general of Luzon Area Command. 
Yamashita, who had been carried in a sedan chair part of the time, was 
transferred to a jeep and, at about 1100, arrived at a point near Kiangan 
where the area commander was waiting. General Beightler, in his account 
of the meeting, says; “As he walked toward me, he proferred his hand. I 
refused to shake hands; he then stepped back, saluted, and bowed.” 

“I was sorry,” says General Eichelberger in his book, “that General 
Griswold who, had directed XIV Corps operations could not be there to 
accept Yamashita’s sword. But it was entirely fitting that the 32d Division 
should receive the vanquished enemy. Three years before at Buna they 
had won the battle that started the infantry on the jungle road to Tokyo.” 

Yamashita was then flown to Baguio where formal surrender cere- 
monies were held the next day. In the presence of Lieutenant General 
Jonathan M. Wainwright, who had been forced to surrender his forces 
on Corregidor in May of 1942, and Lieutenant General Sir Archibald Per- 
cival of the British, who had surrendered to Yamashita at Singapore in 
February of the same year, Yamashita signed the instrument of surrender 
for the Japanese Imperial Forces in the Philippine Islands. 

Yamashita was later tried by a military commission on charges that 
he violated the laws of war. He was found guilty, sentenced to death, and 
hanged 23 February 1946. 

One of his defense counsel, A. Frank Reel, in a bitter book. The Case 
of General Yamashita, charged that America’s action in Yamashita’s case 
was “Unjust, hypocritical, and vindictive.” Whatever history’s verdict may 
be about Yamashita’s conduct, in the moral sense, as a military commander, 
there is little question but that he was one of Japan’s outstanding military 
leaders. This fact gives particular value to the statement made by him 
during the long interrogation conducted by Sixth Army officers and in- 
cluded by General Krueger in his summary of the results of the questioning: 
“General V’amashita indicated that he considered the 32d Division the 
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best his troops had encountered both on Leyte and on Luzon.” 

While at the Command and General StafT College in April, 1947, 
General Hill met Colonel White and obtained from him the following 
statement. 

“On or about 8 September 1945 in my capacity as Assistant 
Chief of Staff G-2, of the Sixth Army I supervised an interrogation 
of General Yamashita, the Japanese Commander in the Philip- 
pines. 

“At the end of the interrogation he was asked what U. S. 
troops he considered the best during the Leyte operation. He re- 
plied: ‘The 32d Division.* Questioned as to the best U. S. troops 
encountered during the Luzon Campaign, he replied: “Those 
troops encountered in the vicinity of Salacsac.*’ This again was a 
direct reference to the 32d Division in its arduous advance along 
the Villa Verde Trail towards Santa Fe.” 


HEADQUARTERS 32d INFANTRY DIVISION 

APO 32, 

1 1 September 1 945. 

GENERAL ORDERS) 

NO 308) 

The death of Colonel Merle H. Howe, 0131962, Commanding Officer 
of the 128th Infantry Regiment, who was killed in action while participating 
in an aerial flight on 30 August 1945, is announced with deep regret. 

For many years Colonel Howe served his country with distinction. 
Enlisting as a private on 15 August 1917, he emerged from World War I 
as an Air Corps pilot with the rank of First Lieutenant. He completed 
more than a year of service in France during World War I. 

When the 32d Infantry Division was re-activated in October 1940, 
Colonel Howe once again volunteered his services and was assigned to 
the 126th Infantry as Regimental S-3, and later rendered invaluable ser- 
vices as Division G-3 during the early stages of the Division’s overseas 
service in World War II. Serving successively as Commanding Officer of 
the 127th, 126th and 128th Infantry Regiments, he demonstrated excep- 
tional ability and a devotion to duty which earned him the respect and 
admiration of officers and men throughout the entire Division. 

In recognition of his great qualities of leadership and the manner in 
which he performed his duties during World War II, he was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross, the Oak Leaf Cluster to the Dinstinguished 
Service Cross, The Legion of Merit, The Silver Star, the Oak Leaf Cluster 
to the Silver Star, the Bronze Star Medal, the Air Medal, the Purple Heart, 
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the Oak Leaf Cluster to the Purple Heart and the Combat Infantryman 
Badge. 

The memory of Colonel Howe’s valiant deeds, his unselfish faithful 
service and fine soldierly qualities will long live in the minds and hearts 
of the officers and men of the 32d Infantry Division. His was an honorable 
and distinguished career and in his death the nation lost one of its finest 
citizens, the “Red Arrow” Division one of its most distinguished soldiers. 

ROBERT B. McBRIDE, JR., 

Brigadier General, U. S. Army, 

Commanding. 
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN 


JAPAN 


The war was over, but the problem of the disarming and occupation 
of Japan remained. The 32d Infantry Division had an early part in this 
final phase of the long struggle. The 1st Battalion, 127th Infantry, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Colonel Powell A. Fraser, was selected to be flown 
to Kyushu, southern-most of the four main Japanese islands. The bat- 
talion landed at Kanoya in southern Kyushu on 4 September, only five 
days behind the earliest troop landings anywhere in Japan. Functioning 
under the commanding general. Far East Air Force, the battalion had the 
mission of holding the Kanoya airfield for the staging and refueling of 
Allied aircraft, until it was returned to Division control on 2 November. 

The rest of the Division was reassigned to Sixth Army on 7 September 
and assembled along the familiar shores of Lingayen Gulf. Scheduled to 
leave for Kyushu in early October the Division entered into a busy period 
of personnel changes, replacement and repair of equipment, drawing of 
supplies, and preparation for loading onto transports for the sea voyage 
to Kyushu. 

Some of the changes experienced in the 121st Field Artillery Battalion 
during this period will give some idea of the difficult problems met by 
the Division. The battalion turned in its tractors and was re-equipped 
with M4 prime movers to haul its 155mm howitzers. On 24 September, 
a new commander. Lieutenant Colonel Clarence E. Seipel, was assigned 
and joined. (Lieutenant Colonel John B. Taylor, who had been in com- 
mand of the battalion during the Leyte and Luzon campaigns, had left 
the battalion late in August.) Between the 17th and 30th of September, 
the 121st received 222 replacements. 

The integration of large numbers of replacements into a military 
unit is always difficult. W ith the stimulus of war ended, the Division had 
a major problem in the necessity of making new arrivals, who had not 
experienced combat with the Division, into Red Arrow men proud of them- 
selves and their units. 

One of the means adopted to build up Division spirit was the pub- 
lication of a mimeographed summary of the Division’s accomplishments 
during the war. Perhaps some of the statements in it arc subject, in the 
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cold light of history, to qualifying phrases. On the other hand, later devel- 
opments would permit increases in some of the figures. For example, eleven 
awards of the Medal of Honor were in the end won by Red Arrow men 
instead of the six listed. 

Here is the record as claimed by the Division, reproduced without cor- 
rection of errors of grammar and spelling : 

COMBAT TIME 

Six hundred fifty-four days of combat, 

15,696 hours of action — more than any U, S, division in any war. 

This is 48% of the total time the U, S, was in World War II. 

Six major engagements in four campaigns! 

Thirty-five thousand dead Japs. 

Forty-one months overseas, more than 21 of them spent in com- 
bat. 


DECORATIONS AND AWARDS 
Eleven Congressional Medals of Honor. 

157 Distinguished Service Crosses. 

49 Legion of Merit, 845 Silver Stars. 

1854 Bronze Stars, 98 Air Medals. 

78 Soldier s Medals, 11 ,500 Purple Hearts. 

DIVISION FIRSTS 

The first U. S. division to fight an offensive action against the 
Japanese in the Southwest Pacific. (Papuan campaign). 

The first U. S. Division to be airborne into combat. (Papuan cam- 
paign). 

The first U. S. Division to make a beach landing in New Guinea 
campaign (Saidor). 

The first to employ General Mac Arthurs by-pass strategy. 

The first U. S. Division to embark for overseas service in one 
convoy after Dec. 7, 1941. 

The first to supply simultaneously 11 battalions in combat in one 
action completely by airdrop (Aitape). 

The first to supply four infantry battalions for two consecutive 
days from artillery liaison ''Cub^* planes (Leyte). 

The first to publish an American serviceman^ s letterpress news- 
paper in the Southwest Pacific. 

First to go into action at the foot of the '‘road back/^ was still 
fighting when the “cease fire^* order came on August 15, 1945. 
Elements of the 32d were also among the first American occupa- 
tion troops to land in Japan. 
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BATTLE RECORD 

The 32d fought 1 17 days in the Papuan campaign (Buna-Sanan- 
anda) from September 1942, to January 22, 1943, and annihilated 
a Jap garrison of 5,000. 

At Saidor in New Guinea the 32d fought 118 days from January 
2, 1944, until April 29, 1944, and killed 1049 Japs. 

At Aitape, also in New Guinea, the 32d fought 125 days from 
April 22, 1944, until August 25, 1944, and killed 9,300 Japs, the 
largest number killed in any one SWPA operation up to that 
time. 

On Morotai in the Netherlands East Indies elements of the 32d 
fought for 57 days from September 15, 1944 until November 10, 
1944. No count is available on the number of Japs killed in this 
operation. 

On Leyte the 32d fought 47 days from November 16, 1944, to 
January 2, 1945, and killed 6,700 members of the Japanese Imperi- 
al First Division. 

On Luzon the 32d fought for 119 days from January 30, 1945, 
spent 78 days “mopping up” Jap remnants in Northern Luzon. 
In the Villa Verde operation the 32d killed 8,900 Japs. During the 
“mopping up” 2B31 Japs died. 

It was to the 32d Division that Lieutenant General Tomoyuki 
Yamashita, Supreme Commander in the Philippines, surrendered 
on September 2, 1945. 


COMBAT TIME 


Campaigns 

Open 

Close 

Days 

PAPUAN 

Buna 

28 Sept. 1942 

22 Jan. 43 

117 

NEW GUINEA 

Saidor 

2 Jan. 1944 

29 Apr. 44* 

118 

Aitape 

22 Apr. 1944 

25 Aug. 44 

125 

Morotai 

15 Sept. 1944 

10 Nov. 44 

57 

SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES 

Leyte 

16 Nov. 1944 

2 Jan. 45 

47 

LUZON 

Villa Verde Trail 

30 Jan. 1945 

28 May 45 

119 

Mopping U p 

29 May 1945 

15 Aug. 45 78 

TOTAL— 661 days 


*Less 7 days overlapping time April 1944 when the 
Division was in combat at both Saidor & Aitape. 7 

GRAND TOTAL* 654 days 
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An interesting indication that some men of the Division had kept 
on working on ihe Army’s educational courses in spite of the demands 
of combat operations is to be found in an item in Red Arrow News for 
24 September 1945: “A small number of End-of-Course Tests has been 
received at Division I&E Office. They include: Radio for Beginners, 
Electricity for Beginners, Small Business Bookkeeping and Accounting, and 
Elementary Photography. Unit I&E Officers who need copies please ad- 
vise Division I&E Office at once. 

On September 20, 1945, the Division took time out from its prepara- 
tions for the move to Japan to dedicate a monument to those who had 
been killed in the Villa Verde Trail operation. The little two-page mimeo- 
graphed program had an outline drawing of the Red Arrow insignia on the 
first page along with this text : 

DEDICATION CEREMONY 

"To dedicate the 32d Infantry Division Monument, erected 
by its members in memory of their comrades, those officers and 
men who made the supreme sacrifice along the VILLA VERDE 
TRAIL, January 30, 1945 - May 28, 1945.” ^ 


Santa Maria, Pangasinan Province, Philippine Islands. 
1151 , 20 September, 1945. 


GENERAL’S MARCH. 

INVOCATION 

INTRODUCTION 

DEDICATION 

BENEDICTION 

VOLLEYS 

TAPS 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
LUNCHEON 


32d Division Band. 

Chap. D. F. X. Shannon. 

. .Brig. Gen. Robert B. McBride, Jr. 
Major General Robert S. Beightler. 

Chaplain W. E. .Cooley. 

Firing Party, 1 26th Infantry. 

. .T/4 I. Petraszewski, T/5 B. Guzik. 

32d Division Band. 

1st Lt. A. G. Miros. 


The monument thus dedicated to the 891 men of the Division who 
lost their lives in the campaign is a solid cement Red Arrow bearing a 
plaque which reads: “Erected by the officers and men of the 32d Infantry 
Division, United States Army, in memory of their gallant comrades killed 
along the Villa Verde Trail. January 30, 1945 — May 28, 1945.” 

General Beightler concluded his dedicatory address with the words, 
“Men of the 32d, you have performed nobly in this war.” 

General Valdes, Chief of Staff of the Philippine Army, although not 
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listed on the program, was present as the representative of President 
Osmena, and expressed the Commonwealth’s gratitude for the part the 
32d Division had played in the liberation of the Philippines. 

Beginning with the movement of an advance party on 9 October, 1945, 
the Division moved out from Lingayen Gulf during the next few days. The 
trip was not without danger. Rough seas not only added to the normal dis- 
comfort of crowded transports but made more difficult the detection of 
floating mines. 

The excellent little booklet on the history’ of the 32d Division, pub- 
lished by the Division’s Public Relations Office in January of 1946, gives 
the picture of the arrival of the 32d in Japan : 

On October 14, the great convoy of 31 ships nosed slowly 
into the tortuous harbor of Sasebo, vast Japanese naval base, and 
dropped anchor before its final objective, Japan. Quickly, admin- 
istrative details ashore were checked and then the 32d moved 
inland and spread over its zone of occupation, some 9,000 square 
miles. Strange sounding names which had only been designations 
on maps assumed new meanings. The 128th Infantry and the 
107th Medical Battalion moved into the Yamaguchi area. The 
126th was dispatched to Kokura and Moji; Division Artillery 
headquartered at Oita; Division Headquarters, the 127th In- 
fantry, and the 114th Engineers established themselves at Fuku- 
oka, long famed as the seat of Japanese culture. 

The soldiers of the 32d took stock of Japan. They found 
a rugged country, intensively cultivated, with excellent railways 
and miserable roads. In the cities, modern buildings sandwiched 
flimsy houses. Every available inch of land was gardened. 

The population stood wooden-faced, awaiting orders. 

The Division, under General McBride, faced the grave problems in- 
herent in any military occupation of a conquered country intensifled by the 
great gulf of difference in beliefs, customs, and language between the 
Americans and the Japanese. 

At the time of the surrender, the Japanese had, according to General 
Marshall, an army of two million men and a remaining air strength of 
eight thousand planes of all types, training and combat, still available to 
defend the homeland. The Emperor’s soldiers had amply proved their 
willingness to literally fight to the death. The surrender terms had far- 
sightedly provided for the use of the prestige of the Emperor to insure the 
surrender and disarming of these forces, but there was always a chance 
of fanatical resistance, guerrilla activities, and concealment of arms and 
ammunition. 

As one Division officer said, “The job was unquestionably preferable 
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to the assult landing which we had expected to make as part of the planned 
Coronet operation in March of 1946, but in some respects it had more 
headaches.” 

Basically, the job was to supervise the demobilization and disarmament 
of the Japanese armed forces in the Division’s area and to act as surveillance 
force, but the ramifications of the occupation missions were many and 
difficult. There were thousands of Koreans, Chinese and others to be repa- 
triated — and controlled, fed, and given medical attention until they could 
be shipped out of Japan. On the other hand, there were thousands of 
Japanese who must be returned to their homes before conditions could 
be stabilized. The requirements of everyday living had, of course, been 
disrupted both by Allied air raids and by the wartime demands of the 
Japanese government. Something approaching normal standards of water 
supply, food distribution, sanitation, medical care, and police and fire 
services had to be reestablished. Agriculture and manufacture had to be 
encouraged to meet the needs of peacetime economy. 

Some of the more immediate problems at the Sasebo Navy Yard 
and in the City of Sasebo had already been met by the 5th Marine 
Division which had begun to land in the area on 22 September. The 32d 
Division had in fact “joined the Marines” — to some extent at least. Initially, 
it had been planned that a Marine amphibious corps consisting of the 
2d, 3d and 5th Marine Divisions was to occupy Kyushu. “At the last 
moment,” in the words of one Marine unit’s history, the 32d was substi- 
tuted for the 3d Marine Division in V Amphibious Corps, commanded by 
Major General Harry Schmidt, USMC. 

The 5th Marine Division had met with no resistance in the Sasebo 
area, and the 2d Marine Division also experienced nothing but willingness 
to cooperate on the part of Japanese officials and the civilian population 
in the Nagasaki area. 

The 32d Division gradually took over from some of these Marine 
units. The difficulties inherent in the occupation tasks were augumented, and 
efficiency in solving problems often reduced, by the continuing turnover 
of officers and noncoms as demobilization policies were applied. Most 
units were also below table of organization strengths. The 126th Infantry, 
for example, had on 1 December 1945 a strength of only 132 officers and 
2,708 enlisted men in spite of the fact that it had received 327 replacements 
late in November. 

The various Division services were also handicapped by shortages and 
rapid turnover of personnel. The Division finance officer’s staff, with a 
high percentage of inexperienced clerks and many payroll changes, was 
so hard hit that the Division’s first payday in Japan was delayed twenty 
days. More serious, for a time, was the acute shortage of medical officers. 
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For a brief period there were only 23 doctors available for duty in the 
entire Division. 

The near hysterical pressure in the States for rapid demobilization 
made orderly readjustments in units charged with occupation missions 
very difficult. The 32d, during its time in Japan, was put to a test in 
matters of administration, discipline, and morale which was comparable 
in everything but physical hazard and hardship to the tests it had met 
in combat. 

The fact that the 5th Marine Division was gradually withdrawn 
from all occupation duties during the period 23 November to 8 December 
in preparation for its return to the States increased the 32d’s area of re- 
sponsibility. Rather typical of changing requirements was the experience 
of the 121st Field Artillery Battalion. It was originally attached to the 
128th Infantry, then to the 127th Infantry for about two weeks, then 
shifted to attachment to the 13th Marine Regiment of the 5th Marine 
Division for about three weeks, and then re-attached to the 127th. In- 
cidentally, it also required a new commanding officer (Lieutenant Colonel 
William M. Keane) during the period that these changes were taking 
place. 

Some of the experiences of the 126th RCT in carrying out its occupa- 
tion duties in northern Kyushu also typify the Division’s exp>eriences in this 
trying duty. This combat team, commanded by Colonel Nicholas D. Wood- 
ward, and later by Colonel Gerald G. Epley, consisted for much of the 
occupation period of the 126th Infantry; the 129th Field Artillery Bat- 
talion; Company A, 114th Engineers; Company A, 107th Medical Bat- 
talion; 32d Division Military Police Detachment; 95th Counterintelligence 
Corps Detachment, a small section of the 37th Military Government 
Detachment, and a section of the 171st Language Detachment. 

Foot and motor patrols were used to maintain surveillance of the 
RCT’s area of responsibility. Intelligence inspection teams investigated 
possible locations of concealed arms and munitions. Inventory and dis- 
position teams were organized to evaluate captured stores and to inventory 
and, where appropriate, to destroy war materiel. Liaison was established 
with civilian officials and a Korean repatriation center in Tobata. 

The regimental I&R Platoon of the 126th Infantry investigated all 
the islands in the RCT’s zone. “The patrol,’’ says the report of this 
operation, “discovered the islands had been a carefully planned antiair- 
craft network for the defense of northern Kyushu and southern Honshu 
(the main Japanese island to the north of Kyushu). Searchlights, generators, 
radar, AA gun batteries, command posts, dummy positions and radio sta- 
tions were included in the net to provide both an antiaircraft warning 
system of the first magnitude and a deadly concentration of antiaircraft 
fircpow'er.’’ 
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Early in January 1946, a surprise raid was made on all shrines and 
temples in the 126th RCT’s area. These religious areas had generally 
been off limits to American troops, and it was believed desirable to check 
them. “The inspection,” says the I26th’s report, “disclosed the presence 
of sabers, bomb casings, artillery shells, airplane propellers and similar 
objects in many Shinto shrines. Quantities were too limited to be of military 
value, but the objects were considered signihcant because of their obvious 
symbolic meaning as related to State Shintoism.” 

The 126th RCT found 109 military installations in its area. Most 
of the ammunition discovered was dumped into the sea, but the bulk of 
the war materiel was cut up by Japanese workmen under the supervision 
of U. S. Army personnel. The Yawata Steel and Iron Works, largest 
producer of steel in the Orient, was used to melt down much of the scrap. 
“In all,” reported the 126th, “more than 6,100 machine guns, 813 artillery 
and coastal guns, 3,826 mortars and grenade dischargers and 247 airplanes 
of various types were destroyed. This comprised the bulk of the 1,130,521 
tons of scrap steel turned over to the Japanese Home Ministry.” 

The 126th operated a repatriation center in Tobata capable of han- 
dling two thousand persons at one time. 

Housing for the troops was a continuing problem aggravated by several 
fires. Smallpox also broke out among the troops with some deaths, and 
a further handicapping of activities because of necessary quarantines. 

Military training was continued to the maximum degree possible. In 
the 126th Infantry virtually every man in the command fired a record 
course with his basic weapon. Many men voluntarily took school courses 
in subjects which they felt would help them when they returned to civil 
life. In the 126th RCT a total of 186 men enlisted for the Regular Army 
between 1 December 1945 and 15 February 1946. 

Throughout the Division, athletics were encouraged by every means 
possible. The 126th Field Artillery Battalion defeated the 2d Battalion, 
126th Infantry, in the final game of a hard-fought Division basketball 
league. 

On 31 December 1945, the 32d was transferred to the control of 
General Eichelberger’s Eighth Army as one of the steps in the relief of 
Sixth Army from occupation responsibilities in anticipation of its inactiva- 
tion. 

In January 1946 the whole picture suddenly changed. The 32d Infantry 
Division was to be inactivated in Japan. The Division began turning over 
its occupational duties to other units, mostly to the 2d Marine Division, 
and concentrated on getting its equipment turned in. its records com- 
pleted, and its men ready for transfer to other commands or for return 
to the States and civil life. 
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PAPUAN CAMPAIGN 

BUNA— SANAN ANDA : 

Headquarters, 32d Infantry Division 
Headquarters Company, 32d Infantry Division 
126th Infantry Regiment 
127th Infantry Regiment 
128th Infantry Regiment 
Headquarters Battery, 32d Division Artillery 
Batter^' 129th Field Artillery Battalion 
32d Signal Company 

107th Quartermaster Battalion (now 32d Quartermaster Company) 
1 14th Combat Engineer Battalion 

102th Medical Battalion, less Battalion Headquarters and 
Headquarters Detachment 
32d Military Police Platoon 

NEW GUINEA CAMPAIGN 

SAIDOR: 

Headquarters, 32d Infantry Division 
Headquarters Company, 32d Infantry^ Division 
126tli Infantiy Regiment 
128th Infantry Regiment 

Head(]uarters and Headquarters Battery, 32d Division Artillery 

121st Field Artillery Battalion 

120th Field Artillery Battalion 

129th Field Artillery Battalion 

32d Military Police Platoon 

107th Medical Battalion 

32d Reconnaissance rroop 

732d Ordnance (LM) Company 

32d Quartermaster Ck^mpany 

32d Signal Company 

1 14th Combat Engineer Battalion 

632 7'ank DestroycT Battalion 
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AITAPE: 

Headquarters, 32d Infantry Division 
127th Infantry Regiment 
126th Field Artillery Battalion 
126th Infantry Regiment 
128th Infantry Regiment 

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 32d Division Artillery 
120th Field Artillery Battalion 
1 29th Field Artillery Battalion 
121st Field Artillery Battalion 
1 1 4th Combat Engineer Battalion 
107th Medical Battalion 
32d Signal Company 
732d Ordnance (LM) Company 
32d Quartermaster Company 
32d Military Police Platoon 
32d Reconnaissance Troop 
632 Tank Destroyer Battalion 
BIAK: 

121st Field Artillery Battalion 

MOROTAI : 

126th Infantry Regiment 
120th Field Artillery Battalion 
Detachments of : 

32d Signal Company 
107th Medical Battalion 
1 14th Combat Engineer Battalion 
732 Ordnance (LM) Company 
32d Quartermaster Company 
32d Military Police Platoon 

SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES CAMPAIGN 


LEYTE: 

Headquarters, 32d Infantry' Division 
Headquarters Company, 32d Infantry Division 
126th Infantry Regiment 
127th Infantry Regiment 
128th Infantry Regiment 

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 32d Division Artillery 
120th Field Artillery Battalion 
121st Field Artillery Battalion 
I26th Field Artillery Battalion 
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129th Field Artillery Battalion 
1 14th Combat Engineer Battalion 
32d Signal Company 
732 Ordnance (LM) Company 
32d Reconnaissance Troop 
32d Quartermaster Company 
32d Military Police Platoon 


LUZON CAMPAIGN 


LUZON: 

Headquarters, 32d Infantry Division 
Headquarters Company, 32d Infantry Division 
126th Infantry Regiment 
127th Infantry Regiment 
128th Infantry Regiment 

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 32d Division Artillery 

120th Field Artillery Battalion 

121st Field Artillery Battalion 

1 26th Field Artillery Battalion 

1 29th Field Artillery Battalion 

1 14th Engineer Combat Battalion 

107th Medical Battalion 

32d Reconnaissance Troop 

32d Signal Company 

32d Quartermaster Company 

732 Ordnance (LM) Company 

32d Military Police Platoon 
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ROSTERS— WISCONSIN 


OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN 
OF THE 

WISCONSIN NATIONAL GUARD 
WHO ANSWERED 

THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES 
FEDERALIZED OCTOBER 15, 1940. 
(EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE INDICATED) 

««« *«« ««« ««« 


STATE STAFF 
Madison, Wisconsin 
FEDERALIZED SEPT. 16, 1940 
OFFICERS: Brigadier General: Ralph M. Immell 

Lt. Cols: Fred C. Coggeshall; Leo M. Jackson; Paul D. Meyer; John F. 
Mullen; Harry G. Williams. Majors: Allan B. Ellis; Donald M. Farris; 
William Glassner. Captains: George M. Gove; E. Dee Ingold; Gilbert E. 
Seaman. 1st Lt: Franklyn Hartmann 

STATE DETACHMENT 
Madison, Wisconsin 

FEDERALIZED SEPTEMBER 16, 1940 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Stanley N. Da- 
vidson. Technical Sergeant: Claude L. Hawley. Staff Sergeants: Harvey 
W. Gage; Wilbur W. Guilligan; Arthur Olson; Darwin D. Scoon; Charles 
H. Waters. Sergeants: William K. Carter; Harold M. Hansen; Edwin 
Olson; Clarence Stickney; Hallie M. Walker 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS: Albert E. Chamberlain 

HEADQUARTERS, THIRTY-SECOND DIVISION 
Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS; Major General: Irving A. Fish, Commanding 
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Lt. Cols: Harold G. Andersen; Alva E. Garey; Leo B. Levenick; George 
L. Simpson; Jacop W. Sproesser. Captains: Norman J. Baker; Walter F. 
Choinski; Robert M. Furber; Austin J. Henry 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Erich E. Mahringer 
PRIVATES: Kenneth W. Brings; Ervin J. Sanders 

SIXTY-FOURTH INFANTRY BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS 

Baraboo, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Brigadier General: Paul B. Clemens, Commanding 

Lt. Col: Tyler D. Barney. Captains: Lyle G. Gomon; Carter H. Nason. 

2nd Lt : Douglas D. McCoy 


HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 
SIXTY-FOURTH INFANTRY BRIGADE 
Sparta, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: 1st Lts: Clifford L. Woodliff, Donald P. Radde; 2nd Lt: 
Orville N. Schneider 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Clayton A. Os- 
wald. First Sergeant: Merle I. Woodliff. Technical Sergeant: Freddie J. 
Schneider. Sergeants: Harold R. Belky; Theodore R. Bell; James M. 
Hall; Norman F. Hart. Corporals: Edwin J. Babcock; Winfred W. Johnson 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Alfred J. Bush; Fred E. Fiet; Leo S. Hart; 
Norman E. Johnson; Marshall F. Strom; Gordon C. Washburn; Gilbert 
E. Yeske 

PRIVATES: Donald H. Aney; Robert J. Bacon; Gerald J. Barker; Thomas 
L. Bartlett; Marvin C. Bonsack; Robert F. Bozart; Hubert L. Clark; 
Kenneth H. Daniels; Wallace J. Erickson; Albert A. Fiet; Gordon W. Gil- 
bertson; Eugene W. Hammon; Harry G. Hanson; Harry P. Hanson; La- 
Mont J. Hanson; John A. Hart; Thomas R. Hoffman; Maurice J. 
Hovland; Herbert C. Isensee; Theron D. Isensee; Ray B. Jensen; Kermit 
J. Johnson; Robert W. Kiefer; Willard H. Laxton; Robert W. Marx; 
Donald H. Gilfillan; Norman J. Meyer; Mahlon A. Nicol; Vernon F. 
Olson; Andrew M. Orth; Clarence R. Paul; Floyd L. Peterson; Lloyd G. 
Peterson; Richard L. Poss; Elliot H. Schamens; Ralph W. Schamens; 
Frederick H. Schwanke; Memil H. Shafman; John L. Shaw; Curtis G. 
Starkey; Clifford H. Storandt; Robert M. Vermies; Franklin E. Weather- 
ford; Lawrence R. Yeske; Harold C. Zeigler 

127th INFANTRY 

OFFICERS: Colonel: Forest H. Himes, Commanding 

Lt. Cols: J. Tracy Hale Jr; Edward J. Schmidt; Hugh M. Fanning. 
Majors; William A. Draheim; Theodore F. M. Engelke; John A. Ehren; 
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Andrew J. Boe; Sylvester S. Zintek. Captains: Hans C. Larsen; Charles P. 
Lane; Loren L. Gmeiner; Cloyde P. Schroeder; Joseph O. Ranzinger; 
Edmund VV. Swedberg; John P. Klinkner; Hubert J. Piette; Raymond F. 
Michalak; Milton F. Ziebell; Bruce I. Basler; Edmund R. Schroeder; 
Ernst Pelchen Jr; Howard G. Whitpan; Waldemar A. Olson; Raymond G. 
Mayrand; John H. Patterson; Edwin C. Johnson; Louis W. Nowack. 1st 
Lts: Merrald H. Haag; Ladimir V. Titera; Benjamin F. Garskay; Arthur 

C. Anderson; William M. Donovan; Everette E. Roberts; John H. Danner; 
Edward A. Baier; Henry W. Fahres; Louis A. Johnson; Michail F. Ustruck; 
Philip A. Jenson; Antone P. Poquette; Kenneth W. Hegeman; John E. 
Pariseau; Theodore F. Skora; Emil Khail; Ewald E. Mietzel; Herbert B. 
Shields; Bernard T. Fein; Charles J. Mueller. 2nd Lts: Alfred H. Schauder; 
John O. Steingrabcr; Charles H. Schrader; Clifford F. Zingler; Frank J. 
Bloechl; Marcellus P. Fahres; Graham O. Gartzke; Roy F. Wentland; 
Roman C. Obremski; Edward C. May; Robert O. Johnson; Lowis A. 
Chagnon; Alfred E. Meyer; Gerard S. Paradowski; Anthony R. Frankie- 
wicz; Benjamin Klcinschmidt ; Hugo A. Schmidt; Donald F. Runnoe; 
Francis J. Endl; Edmund C. Block; Clarence G. Abbey; Howard A. 
Manske; William F. Schwartz; Napoleon Blanchette; Robert J. Moreau; 
Floyd E. Walther; Walter J. Oltarzewski; Florian C. Plachinski; Elmer B. 
Ehren; LeRoy N. Danielson; William G. Page; John M. Ciszewski; Warren 
I. Bartels; William H. Dames 

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 127th INFANTRY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Joseph C. Ranzinger. 1st Lt: Kenneth Hegeman. 
2nd Lt : Howard A. Manske 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: William Hoffman; Carl 
Manske; Robert King; William Reese; Edward Beckman; Alburton W. 
Grey; Jack E. Morton; John J. Nolan. Corporals: Douglas S. Fralick; 
Daniel G. Gust; John W. Hoffman; Arthur W. Moldenhauer; John M. 
Schauppner; John C. Shaydak; Paul G. Sontag; Sylvester E. Suchorski 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Ronald Brearly; Robert L. Corcoran; Bert 

D. Dandrea; Bernard H. Dohse; Anthony S. Guarniere; Walter B. Heim; 
Albert J. Keller; Herbert F. Nielsen; Edward J. Pribycien; Robert A. 
Riedel; Bernard J. Shaydak; Frank J. Tarantino; Lynn E. Wanty; Russell 
C. Wehe; Edward A. Winter; Nomood D. Winter 

PRIVWTES: Robert P. Adrian; William F. Albrecht; Roland S. Archi- 
bald; William G. Bayley; Desmond B. Bestell; Julius S. Boldizsar; Arthur 
A. Bradshaw; Joseph J. Chosa; Arthur A. Christofaro; Robert P. Conlon; 
Bowden W. Davis; Edwin Davy; Roy N. Elwell; Robert G. Evensen; 
Theodore Friedlander Jr; Myron W. Fournier; Leslie A. Heath; Kenneth 
H. Hoefert; Joseph Kalmanson; David C. Karan; William G. Kastner; 
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Edmund Kasuboski; Eugene G. Kersten; Jerome Kirsch; James F. Kish; 
Walter R. Koschmann; Joseph T. Kozlowski; Richard L. Kriziski; Joseph 
J. Mack; Eugene Markowski; Arnold N. Mazurek; Roland A. Nuoffer; 
Frank Pataki; William E. Powell; Raymond J. Petrusek; Gordon R. Phelps; 
Erwin A. Pichotte; Jarrett Pinson; Bruno J. Podkowinski; Earl V. Richard- 
son; Alonzo H. Russell; William J. Ryan; Albert J. St. Lawrence; James 

I. Saltzstein; Thomas C. Schissler; Richard Seder; Leroy R. Solomon; 
George J. Thielman; Amadel Valenti; Norman J. Ver Bruggen; Roland 
Ward; Robert E. Wenzel; John M. Williams; Charles R. Wittig; Robert 
C. Wojciechowski ; Clarence J. Wrobbel; George A. Zylka 

REGIMENTAL BAND, 127th INFANTRY 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
OFFICER: Warrant Officer: Arthur W. Rothc 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant Arthur A. Da- 
vis. Staff Sergeant Arthur E. Rothe. Sergeants: William F. Gehrke; Ralph 

J. Rothe. Corporals: Donald G. Montgomery; Elmer H. Woller 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Edward C. Kemp; Robert C. Sager 
PRIVATES: Norman G. Brown; Wallace W. Flack; John F. Homan; 
John W. Kellermann; Orville F. Klotzbuecher ; Raymond C. Kuebler; 
Arthur R. Laude; Clair R. Martin; Carl P. Oberlciter; Max J. Paukner; 
Ralph R. Reichenberger ; Gordon H. Ruechel; Lester C. Sampe; Donald 
E. Schroeder; Charles H. Suda; Charles W. Warning; Raphael J. Wei- 
sheipl ; Richard B. Woller 

SERVICE COMPANY, 127th INFANTRY 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Major: Theodore F. M. Engelke. Captains: John H. Patter- 
son; Cloyde P. Schroeder. 1st Lt: Everette E. Roberts 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: Elmer A. An- 
derson; Theodore J. Engelke; George W. Henebry; Gordon H. Ritschke. 
First Sergeant: Lawrence E. Rennert. Staff Sergeant: Herbert R. Poeschl. 
Sergeants: Gilbert R. O’Laughlin; John J. Omachinski; Robert E. Sawall; 
Rolland J. Steinhilber; Irving A. Zwickey. Corporals: Norbert H. Abraham; 
Carleton W. Hamann 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Carl G. Franz; Nathan N. Paulos; Armin F. 
Pofahl; William R. Procknow; Harold W. Radig; Fred C. Rasmussen; 
Carl H. Stich; John M. Tomasko; Roy F. Wolter 

PRIVATES: Vilas C. Boyce; Norman P. Brown; Gerald E. Cartwright; 
Kenneth R. Cartwright; Gerold A. Collier; Arthur A. Davis; Reuben J. 
Drexler; Edward J. Domke; Robert G. Dumke; Elmer E. Gauger; John 
E. Geiger; Raymond H. Hemminghaus; Elmer L. Hildahl; Edward J. 
Holdren; Walter H. Jeschke; Harold L. Krueger; Claude V. Laborde; 
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Walter F. Laib; Reuben W. Lautenschlager; Charles D. Lawler; Edgar 
G. Lenz; Oscar L. Lenz; Tom E. Malloy; Alois T. Metzen; Norbert J. 
Metzen; Norman A. Miller; Elmer W. Neubauer; Roger E. Partridge; 
Lyle A. Perkins; Austin C. Plante; Medford R. Plante; Norman E. Radig; 
Leonard R. Reif; Oliver E. Rodrek; Lawrence N. Ruby; Archie R. 
Rumlow; Harvey E. Rumlow; Robert J. Schneider; Gordon A. Timmer- 
man; Robert L. Tomasko; Harold E. Treise; Edward C. Troxel; Norman 
J. Ulrich; John J. Walter; James G. Witt; Elmer H. Wokosin; Benjamin 
A. Zwickey; William E. Brownlee; Norbert Kabel; Clarence A. Marsty; 
Glen E. Omness; Oliver W. Shinner; Thomas E. Stowe 

MEDICAL DETACHMENT, 127th INFANTRY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Major: Sylvester S. Zintek. Captains: Louis W. Nowack; 
Edwin C. Johnson. 1st Lts: Bernard H. Fein ; Herbert B. Shields 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Staff Sergeant: Francis F. Palma. 
Sergeants: Boleslaus A. Fruncek; Merrill F. Mataic. Corporal: Daniel J. 
Bonin 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Walter A. Freigen; Henry W. Gralewicz; 
Joseph Jastrzembowski; Raymond T. Kostecki; Joseph J. Krupinski; Ver- 
non J. Kuezyaski; Ervin G. Leszezaski; Harold Pendergast; John V. 
Piszezek; Edwin J. Zyozkowski 

PRIVATES: Raymond G. Aul; John A. Banaszak; Charles V. Beth; Ray- 
mond A. Brandt; John J. Chrzanowski; George E. Cichocki; Lawrence 
J. Curtin; Gregg S. Drow; Gordon J. Felzen; Norbert E. Fernandez; Peter 
A. Gillman ; Foster C. Gould ; Edward F. Halejak ; Raymond J. Hannon ; 
Edward F. immekus; Leonard A. Kastner; John S. Kolasinski; Richard 
O. Kos.sow; Alfred C. Kowalc.ski; Helmuth E. Krause; Bernard J. Kropka; 
Anthony F. Kulinski; Edward J. Lass Jr; Sidney Lorber; Ralph S. Mat- 
zek; Vincent M. Megna; Donald L. Meyer; Charles G. Neuman; Gerald 
M. O’Brien; Jack Pendergast; Raymond J. Piotrowski; Paul J. Piotrusie- 
wicz; Emil B. Rauker; Russell J. Rogers; George Saffouri; Herbert C. 
Schilling; Robert C. Schroeder; Samuel A. Sebreny; Ignatius J. Serio; 
Charles M. Shannon; Peter N. Sobkowiak; Joseph Strzesewski; Frank A. 
Udovich; Archie Vance; Clayton C. Wallace; Leo S. Wawrzyniakowski ; 
Bernard Weber; Gilbert R. Werner; Theodore R. Wichrowski; Eugene 
M. Winkler; Raymond Zielinski 

ANTI-TANK PLATOON, HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 
127th INFANTRY 
Waupaca, VN isconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Loren L. Gmeiner. 1st Lt: Philip A. Jenson. 2nd 
Lts : LeRoy N. Danielson ; Edward C. May 
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NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: Wallace J. Jameson; 
Harold Nelson; Ward L. Sage. Corporals: Howard E. Bailey; Miles F. 
Buelow; Lawrence W. Court; Robert J. Green; Laveme A. Jahsman; 
Jack K. Quimby 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Roger W. Ayres; Kenneth O. Cook; Leonard 
L. Green; Gordon H. Holman; Allen A. Jahsman; John J. Kreeger; Law- 
rence J. Trader; Howard A. White 

PRIVATES: Harlan N. Barton; Phil T. Cook; Garth O. Craig; Arland 
C. Danielson; Ernest Filtz; Charles A. Hammond; Paul D. LaHaie; Frank 
H. Nelson; Philip A. Olson; Gerald R. Polly; Stanley N. Polly; James 
F. Robinson; Glen L. Shcveland; Rufus F. Tetzloff; Ralph G. Trader; 
Hubert W. Vandergate; Donald O. Ware; Leslie A. Heath 

HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT, 

1st BATTALION, 127th INFANTRY 
Menasha, Wisconsin 
OFFICERS: 2nd Lt: William G. Page 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Staff Sergeant: Truman E. Hawk- 
inson. Corporals: Henry E. Voltz; Arthur J. Wagner 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS : Joseph A. Ely 

PRIVATES: Stuart I. Dawley; Donald F. Mertz; Clifford G. Peters; Ber- 
nard E. Popp; Alvin E. Sandberg; Clement J. Wolf 

COMPANY A, 127th INFANTRY 
Marinette, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Bruce I. Basler. 1st Lt: John H. Danner. 2nd Lts: 
Donald F. Runnoe ; Robert J. Moreau 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Paul T. Kuchen- 
berg. Sergeants: Roy A. McKinnon; John J. Reinhardt. Corporals: Lloyd R. 
Gannegan; Franklin J. Kniskern; Erhardt G. Lange; Fred W. Matz; 
Walter F. Pier; Clarence J. Rabideau; Albert E. Schoener; Kenneth L. 
Virch 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Richard C. Camps; Harold J. Chossek; 
Frank J. Cider; Wilfred L. Edwin; Donald K. Hofherr; David D. Knutson; 
Leonard F. Kitzinger; Lawrence F. Prefountain; Harold E. Scefeldt; Henry 
C. Smith Jr; Marvin M. Williams 

PRIVATES: Edward J. Andre; Robert M. Arseth; Melvin D. Bacon; 
Roger O. Behrendt; Wilfred C. Bertrand; Orville C. Broman; Harol N. 
Brown; Delbert J. Clavette; Daniel I. Coleman; Donald F. Colvin; George 
W. Connelly; Joseph P. Crowley: John J. Dausey; Orrin J. Dobbins; 
Rodger W. Dobbins; Frank D. Duket; John J. Edwin; Clarence K. Ellis; 
Erling N. Hansen; Ray E. Harter; Glenn B. Heller; Willard A. Heraly; 
Oscar M. Johnson; David T. Kohler: James L. Lahr; Harry G. Larson; 
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Edwin L. La Fleur; Arthur G. Lehman; George E. Lemire; Joseph G. Le- 
mire; Robert J. Liegeois; Franklin W. Limberg; Donald P. Masiak; Louis 
H. Mech; Melvin L. McEwen; Robert E. McGowan; Edwin H. Miller; 
Daniel C. Miller; Felix F. Neider; Lincoln W. Neider; Earl W. Noel; Robert 
G. Norton; Francis A. O’Claire; Albert V. Olsen; Isadore N. Paul; Irvin 
F. Peters; Robert J. Peters; Raymond G. Powell; Vernon G. Raygo; Ray 
GJ. Remington; Richard C. Rowell; Robert E. Rudolph; Howard U. Run- 
noe; Clarence J. Schmitt; Bernard P. Schwartz; Russell E. Sengstock; 
Ervin E. Sipple; Estill L. Sipple; Charles B. Slawinski; Frank R. Slawin- 
ski; Robert H. Smith; Carl C. Strem; Almon E. Stroud; Clyde W. Waugus; 
Alexander W. Wertepny; Nicholas F. Wiltzius; Edwin J. Witek 

COMPANY B, 127th INFANTRY 
Rhinelander, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Edwin W. Swedberg. 1st Lt: Arthur C. Anderson. 
2nd Lts: Louis A. Chagnon; Alfred H. Schauder 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Herbert F. Car- 
penter. Sergeants: Louis A. Belongia; Carl R. Benson; Roy D. Gilbert. 
Corporals: Arthur L. Hasselquist; Roland A. Hoppe; George J. Roberts; 
Joseph C. Schumaker; Norman A. Sorenson; Richard J. Swedborg 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Lloyd T. Belanger; Leonard A. Christian; 
George B. Clark; Charles H. Dodge; Frederick W. Fischer Jr; Walter R. 
Gleason; Lester M. Jones; Frederick D. Meinecke; Ernest E. Peterson; 
Earl Riessmann; Kenneth G. Spengler; Joseph J. Vanney 
PRIVATES: Jackson W. Adams; Oliver R. Adams; John G. Anderson; 
Jerome A. Balthazor; Russell A. Barnes; Clarence P. Bauman; Austin W. 
Beasley; Joseph C. Belanger; Melvin J. Belongia; Orvia H. Belongia; 
Bernard C. Bodwin; Earl C. Bonnie; Andrew L. Bowman; Donald E. 
Butler; James A. Clairmore; Glenn D. Clark; Richard J. Clark; Bert L. 
Cornell; Milo C. Crawford Jr; Vernon L. Cronk; Leo P. Cummings; 
Thad S. Cyzak; Ambrose R. Dixon; Ralph E. Dunn; Charles W. Eades; 
Raymond Erickson; John E. Hanson; Donald L. Heubner; Vernon F. John- 
son; Russal T. Kamerud; Donald F. Kamke; Richard E. Kaufman; Floyd 
L. Keso; Earl G. Khoury; Frank G. Koltun; Leroy E. Kongslien; Martin 
A. Kriigel; Edward J. Krzmarcik; Lyle J. LeCaptan; Leonard R. Leven- 
doski; Edward Madey; Peter J. Matakovich; Louis E. Miller; Raymond 
R. Miller; Theodore A. Miller; Joseph A. Moss; Robert L. Newrnan; 
Donald L. Phillips; Joseph L. Phillips; Carl O. Potratz; Paul Pukocz; 
Phillip W. Rassmusen; Arthur J. Sampson; Glen E. Schellenger; Donald 
E. Schlcinz; Rucbcn H. Schroeder; Frederick A. Schrump; Harold H. 
Schulze; Clifford R. Seeber; Orpal L. Senneff; Earl M. Siminis; Eugene 
W. Smith; Leslie W. Smith; Walter R. Sorenson; Robert P. Steinmetz; 
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Raymond J. Strand; John E. Walker; Grant F. Whitt; William E. Wiiton; 
Richard E. Zacharias; Donovan J. Zettler 

COMPANY C, 127th INFANTRY 
Oconto, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Edmund R. Schroeder. 1st Lt: August A. Kastner. 
2nd Lt: Napoleon Blanchette 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: James H. Kum- 
hala. Sergeants: Knute J. Amtson; Harold R. Bauers; Clifford Burbey; 
Samuel L. Hill; Norman F. Kirt; Edmund F. Phillips; Bernard P. Schlag. 
Corporals: John H. Burbey; Earl P. Hebert; Russell J. Lane; Howard A. 
Merline; William A. Murphy; Harold F. Neumeier; Alvin E. Riewe; Her- 
man Rosenfeldt ; Charles A. Schaefer 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Ralph C. Blank; Delbert H. Craig; Wilbur 
A. Exferd; Raymond H. Follett; Edward W. Hooten; Paul J. LeBreck; 
Norbert W. Lemirande; Duncan R. MacDonald; Francis E. McGovern; 
Allen Pecor; Harold R. Rhode; John C. Smith; Donald L. Tappa; John 
H. Theilke; Francis R. Trepanier; Anthony J. Werth; Kenneth O. Woodi- 
wiss 

PRIVATES: Bernard L. Barber; Norman H. Barke; Robert A. Bauers; 
Randall D. Burbey; James Cameron; Bernard J. Colson; Rolland W. 
Colson; Francis R. Craig; Allen E. Degeneffe; Orville D. Degeneffe; Nor- 
man Depner; Orville H. Depner; Lewis A. Duquaine; Glynn L. Gregersen; 
Delbert E. Gunderson; Donald C. Gunderson; Carl P. Heise; Marius E. 
Heroux; Vincent N. Heroux; Frank N. House; John P. Jarvey; Roland 
J. Jarvey; Chester W. Jensen; Carl A. Jones; George M. Kassube; Omar 
W. Kelm; Leonard B. Knapp; Edward D. Krueger; Kenneth E. LeBreck; 
Nelson J. LeFave; Lynal W. Longsine; Wallace H. Lucas; Edmund T. 
McDonald; Norbert F. Morrison; Alfred W. Mraz; Joseph J. Mraz; Philip 
J. O’Neil; Marvin M. Petersen; Francis J. Pocquette; Roland C. Richards; 
George W. Sargent; Harold K. Smith; Clarence Trepanier; Amos C. 
Truckey; Ronald E. Volkk; James W. Walsh; Marvin H. Williams; Fred- 
erick G. Wright; Herbert P. Wyss; Francis J. Young 

COMPANY D. 127th INFANTRY 
Appleton, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS; Captain: Hubert J. Piette. 1st Lt: William M. Donovan 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Fim Sergeant: James F. Kerrigan. 
Sergeants: Melvin C. Arps; Stanley C. Bethe; Jack W. Breuer; George 
W. Bringman; Max S. Buell; Raymond J. De Coster; Joseph P. DeNoble; 
Harx’ey J. Doro; Hennan J. Gchrman; Robert L. Green; Ralph C. Schwer- 
bel. Corporals: Albert W. Baer; Francis T. Beilin; Robert J. Calmes; 
William G. Fiebelkorn; John W. Kuchenbecker ; Philip C. Martin; Thomas 
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J. Nooyen; John L. Salm; LeRoy B. Sather; Monroe A. Schneider; Or- 
ville T. Schenider; James E. Schreiter; Lawrence L. Thielke; Arnold A. 
Theyssen ; Eugene A. Weber ; Herbert L. Welsch 

PRIVATES; Andrew Andrews; Harry E. Armitage; Robert W. Arndt; 
William E. Bedat; Jean F. Behrendt; Harold W. Bertschy; Clyde C. Bleier; 
Leo R. Bogaert; Robert W. Bradley; Ralph H. Brandt; James W. Brewer; 
Frank W. Bruggemann; Alvin H. Casper; Bernard A. Champeau; Ambrose 

B. Couilliard; Chester A. Cramblit; Harold J. De Bruin; John A. Deiler; 
Henry B. DeKeuster; George J. Delaware; John A. Deltour; Robert W. 
Diener; Leo F. Diermeir; William S. Dolven; Merlyn J. Dom; Lester H. 
Doro; Robert W. Fleming; Carleton A. Fredericks; George N. Gevelinger; 
Lawrence V. Gilkey; Floyd T. Halverson; Victor C. Hammer; Roland J. 
Hanson; Clarence W. Hartzheiem; Sheldon G. Hauert; Frederick O. Her- 
vey; George J. Jaeckles; Helmuth W. Jahnke; Leland T. Jansen; Raymond 
A. Jansen; Donald J. Jones; Alex F. Kampo; Frank P. Kieffer; Frank C. 
Kimball; Robert Kipp; Norman C. Kirk; Carl R. Kloehn; Leo W. Kluge; 
Arthur D. Koehne; Theodore A. Kokke; Roy W. Kramer; Antone R. 
Kutscher; Becker G. Lenz; Gilbert W. Martin; Edwin J. Maxwell; Aloy- 
sious N. McClone; Miles M. McClone; Chester J. Meiers; Gordon J. 
Mignon; Robert N. Milhaupt; Bernard H. Miller; James E. Miller; Robert 
D. Mitchell; Stanley R. Mollett; Charles G. Muench; Joseph J. Murphy; 
Delmare H. Philippi; Edward C. Polzin; Elmer N. Reider; Harry M. Rob- 
bins; Jack C. Sauter; James A. Schilling; Elvin E. Schultz; Russell A. 
Schultz; Aaron A. Schabo; George F. Skell; Robert D. Spring; Robert H. 
Tauzin; Roland F. Tracy; George J. Treutinger; Harold E. Urban; Robert 
J. Vanden Boogart; Willard J. Vanden Hoogen; James W. Van Deurzen; 
Louis J. Vander Loop; Donald J. Vanderlois; Peter Van Linn; George R. 
Vaughn; Averd R. Verhagen; Steven C. Verhagen; Norman R. Vorpahl; 
Leo Weigman; James A. Williams; Lyle Wolfgram; Alvin C. Zeffery 

HEADQUARTERS & HQ. DET., 2nd BATTALION, 

127th INFANTRY 
Rip>on, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Lt. Col; Hugh M. Fanning. 1st Lt: Michael F. Ustruck 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant; John P. Ad- 
amski. Staff Sergeant; Gailord F. Wagner. Sergeant: Edward P. Splitt. 
Corporals: Earl O. Miller; William R. Splitt; Paul W. Zwolske 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS; Lawrence E. Meyer; Paul K. Prellwitz; Ruben 

C. Smith 

PRIVATES: Ralph M. Blake; John P. Bowlsby; Clarence C. Brasch; 
Florian A. Dolske; Marvin E. Fox;- Leonard M. Gloyd; Karl R. Gneiser; 
Thomas C. Helgeson; Gordon W. Hunger; Alfred E. Manthie; Harry 
O. Miller; Arthur H. Prellwitz; Eugene T. Ryerson; Alex C. Sharapata; 
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Robert H. Simmons; Reno L. Tettenborn; Merlin L. Zentner; Walter K. 
Zweiger 


COMPANY E, 127th INFANTRY 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: John P. Klinkner. 1st Lt: Ladimir V. Titera. 
2nd Lts: Hugo A. Schmidt; Roy F. Wentland 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Archer L. Law- 
rence. Sergeants: Glenn P. Berger; Edward L. Konopacki; Erwin R. 
Mathies; Fred Peronto; Frederick R. Schmidt; Charles E. Wagner; Chester 
J. Wiltgen. Corporals: Anthony A. Damman; Urban A. Jacoboski; Andrew 
A. Labinsky; Hilary M. Lesperance; Arnold A. Matte; Albert H. Stuck- 
mann; George G. Watson; Robert L. Woytal 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Harold G. Deau; Harold A. Evans; Richard 
F. Grail; Charles R. Khail; Peter P. Konieczka; Norbert P. Masterlark; 
Francis J. Migawa; John F. Rehak Jr; Arthur M. Roy; George A. Shimu- 
lunas; Norman E. Spiering; Reinhart W. Staudinger; Arthur O. Vogel; 
Floyd M. Wiltgen; Roman S. Wisniewski; Elmer Zik; Hubert Zywicke 
PRIVATES: Le Roy E. Beaupre; Sylvester N. Birringer; Clarence J. Buret- 
ta; Edward J. Cooper; Francis P. Dirkman; Edgar J. Fowler; Ira E. Frasch; 
Robert T. Gagnon; Roger G. Gautheier; Earl L. Goodchild Jr; James 
J. Green; Alfred C. Hardrath; Clemens A. Hartlaub; Eugene E. Hilke; 
Elton C. Hovi; Russell R. Harbik; George J. Keubke; Harold R. Koch; 
Joseph V. Labinsky; Gale J. Langley; Charlie A. LeClair; Norman A. 
Luebke; Walter G. Madsen; Rudolph V. Maresh; Roland A. Martin; 
Clarence M. Mathies; Louis F. Mathies; Alfred P. Mecca; Norbert N. 
Meyer; Theodore A. Novak; Francis J. O’Malley; Louis Opichka; John 
F. Powless; Alfred W. Robertson; Elmer E. Rosinsky; Roy G. Rowley; 
Arnold J. Scherer; George J. Schuh; Lincoln E. Sohn; Aloysius P. Steeber; 
William G. Strong; Stephen W. Vondrachek; Harold J. Viergutz; Henry 
P. Wyszynski; Edward H. Ziebell 

COMPANY F, 127th INFANTRY 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Ernst Pelchcn Jr. 1st Lt: Henry W. Fahres. 2nd 
Lts: Marcellus P. Fahres; Alfred E. Meyer; Elmer B. Ehren 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Peter P. Hevmanns. 
Sergeants: James D. DcMets; Frederick Dottai; Henry Dotz; Frederick 
H. Fetterer; Lyle R. Perry; Francis Schommer; Martin J. Toebak. Corp- 
orals: Christ M. Brock Jr; Warren T. Dean; David Dottai Jr; Ira Giefer; 
Waldcmar M. Hirt; Lester J. Holst; Frederick Jansohn; Donald Likas; 
Roger J. Ross; John C. Schoeiner 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Herman W. Gesch; Harold A. Heck; Christ 
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Knaub; Carl F. Knocke; Harry A. Nischik; Warren E. Schneider; Eral 
Skelton Jr 

PRIVATES: Harly J. Back; George J. Bowser; Roman N. Bowser; Elmer 
Brock; Jerome R. Cudworth; Christ J. Dahmer; Frederick A. Eisner; 
Reuben T. Engelhardt; Steve A. Engl; Franklin Fisher; John Felde; 
Victor Felde; Cornell J. Gehl; Francis M. Hauch; Hilarian J. Hauch; 
Erwin P. Heidenreiter ; Victor Henze; John Hermann; Fred Niesing; Ber- 
nard E. Hoehnke; Ernest F. Holtz; Edward A. Karbe; Robert J. Kei- 
tel; Norbert P. Koene; Robert Kohn; Joseph Kolenc; Arthur G. Kroos 
Jr; Robert R. Krueger; Carl H. Lange; Floyd Le Mahieu; Lowell R. 
Lloyd; Frederick H. Matthias; Anton Mesich; Verlin S. Morgaard; 
Robert J. Oostdyke; Donald A. Pauly; Gordon J. Pichl; Donald C. Rothe; 
Roman F. Richter; Kurt G. Schweingruber; Frederick G. Sperb; Bernard 
R. Stegemeyer; Frederick Stoehr; Roland A. Stoelb; Charles A. Strobel; 
Roland J. Tilton; Lester Vanderweele; Walter S. Verstrate; Arthur H. 
Weber; Carl P. Weiss; Frederick H. Wesener; Wesley R. Wilson 

COMPANY G, 127th INFANTRY 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Hans C. Larsen. 1st Lt: Louis A. Johnson. 2nd Lts: 
Graham O. Gartzke; Benjamin W. Kleinschmidt ; William H. Dames; 
Floyd E. Walther 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Charles Walther. 
Sergeants: Howard C. Bender; George H. Kane; Lester A. Nielsen. Corp- 
orals: Edwin R. Blodgett; Pickford F. Lemke; Robert L. Rossman; Alvin 
H. Sheblak; Elwin I. Whaley; Gilbert Yake; Elmer J. Zaic; David Zillmer 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Charles E. Cammenga; Charles J. Dahms; 
Ceylon E. Heathcote; Raymond J. Kelly; John A. R. Lacey; Elmer L. 
Limberger; Lloyd P. Moldenhauer; Harold L. Moldenhauer; Donald F. 
Moll; Howard G. Neumann; Harlow E. Rolefson; Francis G. Schields; 
Earl W. Scofield; Ralph J. Sumpter; Harry G. Wagnitz; Louis Yake Jr 
PRIVATES: Wilton E. Baker; Clarence L. Balzer; Lawrence H. Barber; 
Albert J. Baron; Ernst J. Bauer; Lee R. Biefeld; William E. Bohan; George 
A. Bralick; Marvin G. Burman; Allen H. Buske; Lawrence J. Carey; 
Milford H. Carr; Harry E. Chase; Francis T. Cleary; Robert L. Dehnert; 
Lawrence E. Doheny; Edward J. Dudzek; Kenneth V. Ellsworth; Robert 
A. Fairbanks; James E. Fckete; John E. Fekete; Victor W. Galbreath; 
Cyril J. Garity; Carl H. Gerbensky; Chester F. Gerbensky; Armand L. 
Goerke; Donald G. Goerke; Douglas E. Goerke; Bernard F. Gramling; 
Warren C. Hanson; Robert L. Hoeft; George C. Horr; Richard A. Howard; 
Earl Hughlett; Lawrence W. Hughlett; James M. Hunkins; Milton C. 
Juleen Jr; K. S. Kunz; William G. Land; Warren J. Lang; Robert E. 
Leslie; June P. Longley; Frank H. Loss Jr; Charles A. Middendorf; Ralph 
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W. Miller; Gordon R. Moos; William L. Murray; Merle G. Nelson; 
Edwin L. Nuferv; Gordon E. Palmer; Carl J. Patrinos; Vern O. Peters; 
Robert H. Pilgrim; Victor A. Pilgrim; Howard O. Price; Mike J. Puhl; 
Jerome A. Pyle; Donald L. Roberts; Robert J. Roets; Melvin J. Sanders; 
Lyle F. Schane; Alexander Scherf; Walter W. Schmocker; Alvin R. Schroed- 
er; Howard James Schuyler; Ervin Sipla; Charles F. Sorenson; Joseph C. 
Stacey; Fred R. Strehlow; Robert John Sturgeon; Robert Sword; John 
E. Trew; Emery W. Tuttle; James A. Tuttle; Ben V. Vick; Fred W. 
Vincenz; John S. Welch; Philip J. Whelan; William F. Whelan; Robert 
D. Wiedenhoeft; Robert L. Wolff; Emery E. Zimmerman 

COMPANY H, 127th INFANTRY 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Milton F. Ziebell. 1st Lt: Edward A. Baier. 2nd 
Lts: Warren I. Bartels; Frank J. Bloechl; Robert O. Johnson 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Vernon L. Bullis. 
Sergeants: Clarence J. Bernhard; John Bitter; Reno E. Drews; Gordon L. 
Foust; Alvin K. King; Andrew A. Kossl. Corporals: Adam Benner; Billie 
L. Cartwright; Lawrence M. Clement; Leo J. Crowley; Donald H. Gumz; 
Clarence J. Jungwirth; Rudolph A. Poliak; Joseph J. Robl; La Verne E. 
Schultz ; David P. Smith 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Murray L. Bowen; Robert W. Draheim; Earl 
J. Glines; Billie L. MacDonald; Walter M. Neustifter; Ralph S. Partridge; 
William F. Weber; Frederick R. Wolff 

PRIVATES: Donald T. Auler; Earl A. Auler; William R. Abrahams; 
Byron C. Bacon; William G. Calkins; Milton H. Case; Leonard F. Chap- 
man; Robert L. Christopherson ; Philip J. Clark; Robert W. Clough; 
David R. Dake ;• Clarence O. Drews; George E. Doemel; Edward W. 
DuVall; Howard G. Dehne; Kussell M. Erickson; Richard J. Eyers; 
Frederick J. Fischer; Edward A. Flack; George R. Frank; Gilbert O. 
Gauger; LeRoy H. Gilbert; Herbert E. Hable; Louis Holdren; John Hold- 
ren; Herman W. Hoppe; Julius C. Isham; Warren L. Johnson; Norbert J. 
Kinney; George J. Lindner; Gordon E. Mackie; Larr>’ W. Marin; Douglas 

D. Meyer; Roy M. McGee; Norman E. Marine; Gilbert J. Marquardt; 
Frank L. Miller; Lawrence C. Mueller; Edwin B. Nagelmiller; Carlton 

E. Neumann; Clair A. Orr; Edward P. O'Connell; Raymond T. Pellinger; 
Sylvester J. Polus; Henry A. Porlier; Irving A. Radtke; Willard F. 
Rand; Gaylord L. Rhyner: Harold V. Richard; Harley C. Rundhaug; 
Desmond Rynders; Merton R. Sauby; Victor E. Schick; Roy R. Schluchter; 
Bernard T. Shaw; Joseph P. Sincavage; Robert L. Sloan; Harold E. 
Smith; Howard Sorenson; Edward M. Steckbauer; Lester E. Swenson; 
Philip R. Tegelman; John C. Thomas; Richard E. Tyriver; Joseph J. 
Trampf; Lee L. Wallenfang; Edgar O. Wolff 
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HEADQUARTERS DET., 3rd BATTALION, 127th INFANTRY 

Neenah, Wisconsin 
OFFICERS; 1st Lt: Emil Khail 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Louis J. Hafe- 
meister. Staff Sergeant: Clair H. Rasmussen. Corporal: Roy C. Malchow 
PRIVATES; Roger G. Backes; David P. Buksyk; Henry J. Krautkramer; 
Joseph J. Silwanowicz; Robert J. Stier; Joseph J. Szczutkowski ; Howard 
R. Yocum 


COMPANY I, 127th INFANTRY 
Neenah, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Howard G. Whitpan. 1st Lt: Antone P. Poquette. 
2nd Lts: Edmund C. Bloch; Clifford F. Zingler 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Elmer J. Burr. 
Sergeants: Martin C. Anderson; Raybom C. Blank; Carlton H. Huebner; 
Ronald C. Johnson; Ira W. Miller; Elmer A. Sauer; Gilbert C. Sawyer. 
Corporals: Hugo J. Amo; Harold G. Berg; Karl E. Huebner; George C. 
Johnson; Henry C. Kohler; Eugene H. Mueller; Ralph A. Olson; Vem 
D. Skinner; Henry W. Vanderwyst 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Gilbert H. Arps; Herbert H. Blank; Erwin 
A. Boness; Edwin J. Dougherty; Harold E. Ganzel; Edwin Hochholzer; 
Eugene W. Hoks; John E. McGhie Jr; Vernon M. Mueller; Robert J. Piel; 
Lyall W. Schnetzer; Harvey W. Tonn; Samuel G. Winzenried 
PRIVATES: Ernest H. Boelter Jr; Roland F. Boness; Paul E. Butterfield; 
Howard R. Cheslock; Arthur F. Clapper; Joseph W. Dery; Harry H. 
Driscol; Vem W. Ellis; Joseph S. Felten; Francis E. Fowler; Ellsworth 
V. Grant; Leslie E. Gustman; Marvin E. Gustman; Edward L. Jirikowic; 
Orville J. John; Fred H. Johnson; Phillip M. Johnson; Robert C. Kloss; 
Frank G. Koester; Earl L. Kohler; Elmer M. Kohler; Robert E. 
Kuhn; Bernard J. Kwiatkowski; Lloyd A. LeMay; Charles I. Maynor; 
Merle V. McGinnis; Donald W. McGraw; Earl McHugh; Francis P. 
McMahon; Loyd W. Merkel; John C. Miller; Donald J. Milton; Bernard 
J. Nadolny; Donald L. Oskar; Edward F. Panka; John P. Paulson; Ernest 
P. Pelky; James J. Pelky; Harold A. Ristau; William C. Schueler; Alvin 
C. Slomski; Paul J. Slomski; Clifford A. Steffens; Robert P. Stienhoff; 
Clarence W. Stum; Carl R. Traub; Francis J. Vondracek; George L. 
Walsh; Emery G. Waters; Harold H. Williams; Clarence J. Wolfgram; 
Elmer G. Zelensky 


COMPANY K, 127th INFANTRY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Raymond F. Michalak. 1st Lt: Benjamin F. Gar- 
skay. 2nd Lts: Anthony R. Frankiewicz; Gerard S. Paradowski 
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NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: Leon J. Gorski; Ralph 
B. Mirr; Leonard V. Poniewa/; Ludwig E. Roshka; Manfred Z. Sieczkow- 
ski; Edward J. Sierpinski. Corporals: Nicholas D. Kleppin; Edward A. 
Krajenski; Emil J. Krukar; Edward R. Zaleski; Ervin F. Zenski; Henry 
A. Zremski 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Daniel R. Berg; Frank E. Galaska; Edward 
R. Jach; Erv’in O. Kamin; Raymond A. Krukar; Ervin S. Lemanski; 
Alfred L. Rohda Jr; Aloysius B. Rutkowski; Florian H. Ryback; Louis T. 
Samowski; George C. Schneider; Edward S. Sierzchulski ; Louis G. Snieg; 
Stanley J. Stachowski; Wallace J. Udovich; Rolf N. Watnos 
PRIVATES: Henry J. Agacki; Ervin H. Albrecht; Raymond J. Bakowski; 
Charles S. Berkowicz; Chester J. Bugiel; Alexander E. Cesarz; Jack J. 
Chmurski; Arnold J. Chybowski; Raymond A. Chybowski; George N. 
Danculovich; Alfred F. Duffos; Frank J. Dziekan; James G. Eharoshe; 
Earl R. Emo*; Ralph E. Emo; Mario M. Farina; Joseph J. Gawelski; 
Raymond P. Geishoker; Richard A. Gladczak; Michael P. Glatczak; Axel 
J. Goodland; Perry L. Gore; Edmund L. Gorski; William B. Hickman; 
Ivan G. Hills; Quintin F. Hoffman; William F. Horenberger; Sylvester J. 
Iwinski ; Marion S. Jasiorkowski ; Thomas J. Jasiorkow'ski ; Ralph R. Jaskie ; 
Arthur E. Jozwiak; Anthony F. Kaezmarek; Joseph C. Kaiser; Eugene 
F. Karth; Edmund J. Klukowski; Eugene P. Kobza; Ignatz A. Kobza; 
Danield J. Konkel; Frank B. Kowalski; George R. Kraft; Harold J. Kroli- 
kowski; Anthony S. Lazarezyk; Chester M. Lazarezyk; Harvey A. Leight; 
John H. Luedke; Roman W. Luke; George J. Malkovich; Walter J. 
Marchelowski ; Bonon A. Marchowska; Leonard S. Masiakowski; Ronald 
T. McCann; George A. McDonald; Ervin Michalak; Matthew F. Michal- 
ski; Sigmund J. Mikorski; Milan J. Miljatovich; Herbert M. Mlot; Daniel 
V. Moomau; Edward S. Niedzwiccki; John D. Novak; Bernard C. Nowak; 
Frederick K. Gelschlaegcr ; Stanley A. Orlowski; William C. Otto Jr; Robert 
J. Packard; Leo F. Paczocha; Har\ey H. Palma; Enin P. Peszka; George 
J. Poniewaz; Casimer L. Przybyla; Theodore G. Pung; Raymond J. Quarte- 
mont; Melvin E. Raddatz; Raymond R. Ratajezak; Arthur J. Ricck; Ervin 
J. Rogacki; Raymond B. Romanowski; Leonard R. Rozinski; Earl M. Shori; 
Leo J. Sierzchulski ; Leland P. Strike ; Florian S. Sturomski ; Robert L. 
Szmanda; Raymond E. Szumnarski; Alois B. Szweda; Edward G. Vanier; 
Clifford A. Verglies; Frank J. Waliszewski; Ray F. Wargin; Stanley J. 
Wichrowski; Chester R. Widerski; Louis T. Wierzelewski; Edward A. 
Wiskowski; Bernard M. Witkowski; Henry A. Wojczek; Peter P. Zablodow- 
ski; Eugene Z. Zaleski; Emil J. Zoltak 

OFFICERS, UNASSIGNED: 1st Lts: John E. Pariseau; Theodore F. 
Skora. 2nd Lts: John M. Ciszewski; Roman C. Obremski; Walter J. 
Oltarzewski ; Florian C. Plachinski 
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COMPANY L, 127th INFANTRY 
Jefferson, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Charles P. Lane. 1st Lt: Merrald H. Haag. 2nd 
Lts: Francis J. Endl; John O. Steingraeber 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Firet Sergeant: Edwin R. Miller. 
Sergeants: Norbert J. Endl; Leo J. Riedl; Lynn Shannon; Claude E. Streim; 
Clyde J. Taylor; Ekiward L. Trandel; Valerian Welter. Corporals: Orville 
R. Beilke; Arnold C. Dullere; Earl W. Eiffler; Everett J. Freudensprung; 
Calvin Graves; Walter W. Kreklow; Bud J. Miller; Franklin P. Mult- 
hauf ; William H. Nevins Jr; Frank C. Shannon 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Leo E. Ambrose; Claude L. Barrett; John C. 
Beilke; Leslie A. Burow; Floyd E. Church; Clarence Hale; Earl E. Gross; 
Kenneth E. Gruennert; Robert G. Kriedermarm; Richard J. Krumsee; 
Arthur O. Pitterle; Dayton R. Powers; Wilson Powers; Thomas O. Robb; 
Anthony W. Schroedl; Paul W. Shannon; James J. Smith; Everett E. 
Wollin ; Howard C. Zilge 

PRIVATES: Richard L. Armstrong; Elmer J. Bandoszewski ; Leo F. Blae- 
sel; Frank L. Bostwick; William E. Bostwick; Ralph A. Buchholtz; Norbert 

E. Bykowski; Armand R. Czasko; Ray E. Dinauer; Robert E. Dullere; 
Heinz O. Fischer; Raymond M. Frank; Earl H. Grams; Wallace C. Hatha- 
way; Clement A. Juszkowski; Ralph C. Kexel; Gerhard H. Komstedt; 
Charles W. Kobs; Louis G. Lasiuk; Charles A. Lentz; Frank N. Lubinski; 
Jerome Medic; Frank W. Mitchell; Paul G. Moore; Zavier A. Pawlak; 
Gilbert J. Peplinski; Virgil D. Petty; Edward J. Raczynski; Everett C. 
Reese; Lewis F. Shannon; Paul J. Slottke; Roman N. Socolick; Raymond 

F. Sytkowski; Clarence A. Azcesziski; Walter J. Wachowiak; William R. 
WedI ; Stanley J. Weiss; Everett C. Werner 

COMPANY M, 127th INFANTRY 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Raymond G. Mayrand. 1st Lt: Ewald E. Mietzel. 
2nd Lts: Charles J. Mueller; William F. Schwartz 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Carlyle E. Shepro. 
Sergeants: Elias H. Groesbeck; Calvin G. Loniblo; Joseph J. Michalowski; 
Paul H. Riviers; Harold A. Rowe; Alfred O. Thiel; Albert E. Zwicky. 
Corporals: Edward R. Clewien; Harold W. Doese; Rolland G. Erickson; 
Kenneth C. Hansen; Gerald E. Jeske; Robert J. Kraus; Cecil V. Merwin; 
Vilas D. Parker; Eugene J. Roy; Floyd A. Woeshnik 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Arnold I. Albertz; Edward W. Allen; Gerald 
N. Erke; Leo L. Goldapske; Ralph A. Grainger; Raymond P. Groff; 
William D. Heise; Kenneth J. Le Mieux; William E. Quinn; Rolland J. 
Roy; Harold E. Shepro; Darrell J. Singleton; Glenn J. Singleton; Clifford 
E. Van Gorder 
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PRIVATES: August E. Abraham; Douglas G. Arthurs; George W. Ar- 
thurs; Herman Bender; Herbert A. Berghandler; Gilbert J. Beukhof; 
James Bishop; Ray C. Blackburn; Donald R. Bond; Oriville L. Burton; 
Ira J. Colbert; Claude P. Corbeille; David A. De Nell; Raymond P. Engle- 
hardt; Curtis T. Flieman; Joseph F. Fox; Gust Ganacoplos; Arthur E. 
Grimmer; Raymond G. Grosse; John R. Hambert; Donald E. Heidel; Perry 
E. Johnson; John F. King; Laveme A. Kinsley; Ralph N. Koenig; Herman 
Kohler; Louis C. Kraft; Clarence A. Kramer; Stanley C. Kramer; Leo 
G. Papenfuss; Floyd J. Rauls; George D. Rawson; Robert A. Richter; 
Clarence E. Rostyne; Glenn W. Sell; Francis L. Sloey; Law'rence R. Smith; 
Willard E. Smith; George L. Spangle; Hudson J. Steier; Earl L. Timm; 
Norman L. Timm; Peter Weinshrott; William J. Weinshrott; Carlyn D. 
Welch ; Edwin G. Zachow 


128th INFANTRY 

OFFICERS: Colonel: William A. Holden. Lt. Cols: Warren D. Leary; 
Herbert A. Smith; George C. Sherman; Dan A. Hardt. Majors: George 
J. Hathaway; Herbert M. Smith; Robert C. McCoy. Captains: William 
J. Burton; Ervin W. Chamberlain; Earl W. Shaw; William B. Tufts; 
Harry C. Olson; Marshall G. Lassek; Roy F. Lupient; John T. Cornwall; 
Sammie M. Horton; William A. Kutzke; Frank Graham; Ralph C. Halb- . 
man; Edwin O. Olson; Oscar A. Moldenhauer; Chester F. Allen; Edwin 
H. Cordingly; Randolph M. J. Evjen. First Lts: Herbert B. Christianson; 
Edward Leveroos; Har\'ey W. Ide; Henry F. Neck; Marvin A. Eide; Robert 
W. Schiller; Archie H. Van Gorden; Lyle A. Garton; Paul J. Steger; 
Herbert L. Krueger; Rhinehart H. Miller; Donald A. Rogers; Walter J. 
Warren; Burton F. Bums; William L. Hiller; Harold A. Spraetz; Alvin 
T. Bakken; Roy F. Zinser; John M. Roworth; Clifford H. Rotzoll. 2nd 
Lts: Robert A. Cuthbert; Jefferson R. Cronk; Ernest E. Moss; Glen V. 
Blakeslee; Claire W. Jennings; Kenneth G. Books; William J. Mechler; 
Ferdinand R. Thums; Wolleam G. Demers; Charles Fligel; Orin L. Rogers; 
Joseph M. Stehling; George C. Johnson; John P. Lidwicosky; Donald W. 
Biddle; Wilson H. Donkle; William R. Curkeet; Donald W. Behnke; 
LeMoine E. Hiller; Clarence B. Ebert; Robert S. Harper; Arnold T. 
Hcggestad; Charlie F. Keena; Rodney H. Block; Steve Lichins; Cloyd 
W. Pickeet; Karl W. Fryday; Edward H. Sandell; Newman W. Enloe; 
Frank J. Spoerle. Warrant Officer: Joseph W. Clauder 
ATTACHED: 2nd Lts: Harold C. Giese; Mack J. Fradette; Homer E. 
Wright; Chester E. Hill 

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 128th INFANTRY 
Edgcrton, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: E. W. Shaw. 1st Lt: H. W. Idc 
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NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Clarence E. 

Meyen. Technical Sergeants: Robert M. Burdick; Earl G. Manthey; Lloyd 
W. Mitchell; Howard G. Olson; William A. Sommervold; Everett W. 
Stanke; Robert O. Ylvisaker. Staff Sergeants: Vernon R. Ellefson; George 
J. Hess; Ralph J. Sanger; Wayne D. Spaulding; William H. Walker. 
Sergeants: Oscar B. Bosbon; Richard E. Burdick; Donald D. Hess; Carlton 
D. Hubbell; Donald P. Roeber; Leon I. Rubitsky. Corporals: Bems N. 
Anderson; Clarence M. Baukin; Benjamin J. Ewers; Byron B. Fay; Rolland 
F. McIntyre; David S. Rubitsky; Clair V. Slagg; Robert W. Stickert; 
Howard J. Weiss 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Russell D. Bartelt; Norman R. Bullian; 
Clifford L. Christianson; George W. Cooper; Harlow R. Ellingsrude; 
Marvin T. Evenson; Homer D. Halverson; Orv'ille F. Halverson; Arthur 
C. Hovey; Wayne E. Jorgenson; Victor G. Krueger; Louis J. Larson; 
Clifford J. Mason; Stanley D; Mathison; Harold F. McIntyre; Howard 
W. Nelson; Alfred S. Skau; Warren A. Reppen; Theodore M. Trulson; 
Judson P. Wisner 

PRIVATES: Chester M. Amundson; Marvin H. Amundson; Howard E. 
Anderson; Glen R. Albright; Louis J. Bartz; Russell C. Bailey; Elmer R. 
Beckman; Rodell G. Bickel; Edward W. Bullian; Law'rence E. Davis; 
William D. Disrude; Kenneth L. Enger; Clarence R. Edwardson; Robert 
C. Fallis; Cogin F. Fay; Frederick A. Fay; Leonard J. Ford; John O. 
Fosheim; Arthur G. Gunderson; George H. Hammond; Carl E. Helgestad; 
Oscar S. Helgestad; Peter J. Hitchcock; Kenneth L. Holtan; David D. 
Love; Arthur M. Lund; Paul A. Maves; LaVerne M. Natter; Sanford S. 
Plautz; Edwin S. Quam; Earl E. Reilly; Joseph A. Romack; Harry W. 
Rubnitzki; Robert A. Schultz; Elwell H. Shannon; Paul O. Skar; Lyman 
P. Strouse; Charles E. Stanke; Carroll E. Swenson; Lawrence W. Wille; 
Harold A. Ylvisaker; Norman H. Ylvisaker 

SERVICE COMPANY (RIFLE), 128th INFANTRY 
Neillsville, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Major: Herbert M. Smith. Captain: William B. Tufts. 1st 
Lts: Marvin A. Eide; Robert W. Schiller; Archie H. VanGorden. 2nd 
Lts: Mack J. Fradctte 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: Claude G. Ay- 
ers; Earl L. Darling; Eugene J. Heintz; Francis R. Welsh. First Sergeant: 
Harley F. Jake. Staff Sergeants: Elmer R. Barr; William H. Noel; Ber- 
nard E. Wucki. Sergeants: LaVerne Gaicr; Norman O. Lynch; Jesse A. 
Mike; William E. Neville; Charles W. Schweinler; Louis A. Zschernitz. 
Corporals: Leonard G. Rupprecht; Thomas A. Flynn; Arthur Wagner 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Irvin Blackdeer; Wilbur Blackdeer; Sheridan 
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T. Bracken; Edwin H. Bruhn; Norman O. DeCremer; Raymond H. Green; 
Willard L. Green; Gerald O. Janke; Frank M. Matas; Arnold J. Schwel- 
lenbach; Elwood D. Seller; Jacob A. Sonnentag; Theodore W. Viergutz; 
Frank Wucki; Glenn R. Zickert; Myron M. Zielke; Robert M. Zschemitz 
PRIVATES: Frank Anding; Kenneth C. Baehr; Clifford Blackdeer; Clar- 
ence R. Bremer; Kermit C. Brown; Howard A. Canfield; George H. Camp- 
bell; Eugene B. Carteron; Eugene L. Cooper; Gerald H. Dimler; Raymond 

E. Bock; Wilfred D. Evans; D Wayne J. Felser; George H. Florence; Ernest 
M. Fremstad; Harold D. Gault; George Green; Lawrence H. Green; John 

F. Haberman; Henry W. Herian; Gale J. Hetzel; Orville R. Jake; Raymond 
E. Kaddatz; Clarence L. Koffernus; Herman R. Koffemus; Peter Korn- 
tved; Ernest V. Larson; Fred R. Marty; Willis A. Mason; Harold A. Merow; 
William Mike; Herman C. Moen; Carl E. Nauertz; Samuel H. Neuhaus; 
Donald J. Paulus; Clinton E. Radke; Marvin G. Radke; Andrew E. 
Rosenberger ;. Richard Rosenberger; Bernard J. Schaub; Joseph Schaub; 
Clyde W. Schwellenbach ; Forest W. Selves; Francis J. Sonnentag; Clarence 
Shaw; Delbert C. Struble; Emanuel Thundercloud; John W. Volk; Ken- 
neth M. Wagner; George F. Wallmuth; Roy G. West; William C. West- 
phal; Donald J. Whaley; William White; Benjamin A. Winneshiek; Clifford 
M. Winter 

MEDICAL DETACHMENT (RIFLE), 128th INFANTRY 
Superior, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Major: George J. Hathaway. Captain: Ervin W. Chamber- 
lain. 1st Lts: Herbert E. Leveroos; Herbert B. Christianson 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Staff Sergeant, Grade III: William 

M. Johnson. Sergeant, Grade IV : Lloyd H. Nelson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS, GRADE VI: La Verne W. Gonyer; George 
R. Linder; Robert J. McCarthy; John H. Nelson; Paul R. Ostrom; Donald 
R. Pederson; William J. Tribbey 

PRIVATES, GRADE VII: Donald E. Austin; John F. Bayuk; Francis J. 
Brotherton; Charles W. Bruder; LeRoy A. Campbell; Thomas J. Cur- 
rier; Robert C. Dahlberg; Donald L. Dodd; Roger H. Efaw; Donald R. 
Emo; John L. Gagnon; Omar A. Gagnon; George D. Gale; Robert O. 
Gale; Emmett Gaynor; Garth S. Germond; Lloyd G. Jensen; Frederick 
J. Johnson; Henr)' Leum; Robert E. Lindahl; Rudolph C. Mast; Earl O. 
McCain; Stephen J. McCarthy; Arvid Neslund; Ordway C. Neslund; 
Henry E. Niemi; Rochard E. Otier; Albert J. Perhai ; Charles W. Plain; 
Kenneth E. Remington; John E. Rogers; George E. Schaffer; William 
H. Sims; Benjamin W. Smith; Ray M. Smith; Robert B. Stewart; Harry 

N. Teske; Robert H. Tribbey; Donald J. Welter; Vincent J. Wiles; Theo- 
dore Woods 
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BAND, 128th INFANTRY 
West Bend, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: William J. Burton 

PRIVATES: Herbert A. Boomer; Elton Robert Beck; George Joseph Butz- 
ler; Robert Clair Collins; Walter Erie Dogner; Walter Feutz; Elroy Allen 
Gessert; Felix G. Orthell; Paul Richard Hron; Erie Frederick Kissel; Leo- 
nard Leo Kitowski; William August Knoll; Donald Benjamin Kolb; Robert 
Herman Kuester; Roy Francis Krueger; Lester Karl Loehrke; Hugh Alex- 
ander McConaghy; Max John Moser; Frank Alphonse Nitschke; Donald 
Theodore Peters; John Michael Schoeneman; Wayne Spencer Snyder; 
Robert Harley Steinbach; Merton Eugene Walcott; Howard Henry Werner; 
Charles William Woerpel; Frederick Joseph Zimmel 

ANTI-TANK PLATOON, HQ. CO., 128th INFANTRY 
Spooner, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: William A. Taylor. 1st Lt: Henry F. Neck. 2nd Lts: 
Robert A. Cuthbert ; Garold C. Giese 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: Herman F. Goulding; 
Charles N. Okonek; Everett T. Sinclear; Wilfred Wisner. Corporals: Charles 
E. Belter; Richard W. Brown; Howard J. Fallis; Edwin W. Giese; Hugh R. 
Miller; Donald F. Roehm; Fred J. Schullo 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Harold E. Bucholtz; William C. Bums; Don- 
ald J. Keller; Sherman R. Lager; Kenneth Smith; Edward H. Stahl; August 
R. Zellmer 

PRIVATES: Sanford A. Aardappel; Frank J. Andrea; Robert J. Bowman; 
William J. Butters; Russell E. Coons; Viggo E. Danielson; Lawrance E. 
Ekwright; Keith B. Kem; Clifford G. Jensen; Willard I. Johnson; Robert 
J. LaPage; George L. Marino; Joseph V. Masterjohn; George S. Menzies; 
James A. Moyer; Robert I. Olsen; Milton F. Robinson; Alvin E. Schmitz; 
Robert G. Sleight 


HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT, 1st BATTALION, 

128th INFANTRY 
Reedsburg, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: 1st Lt: Lyle A. Carton 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Donald A. 
Foss. Staff Sergeant: Rex L. Buelow. Corporals: Thomas M. Delaney, Royce 
E. Harms ; Warren L. Niebuhr 

PRIVATES: George A. Rowe; Martin A. Schroeder; Werner Voegeli; 
Robert W. Zimmerman. 
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COMPANY A, 128th INFANTRY 
Menomonie, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Harry C. Olson. 2nd Lt: Jefferson R. Cronk 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Victor C. Lien. 
Sergeants: Earl G. Buss; Neil F. Cramer; Lawrence E. Decker; Carlton 

L. Hanson; Donald H. Hicks; Allen K. Johnson; Leo B. Samdahl. Cor- 
porals: Richard L. Becker; John R. Boetcher; Robert W. Curtis; Donald 

M. Eastling; Roy M. Gormanson; Clarence O. Hammer; Ronald E. 
Husby; Hans M. Jensen; Everett N. Price; Harlan E. Suckow 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Wilbur J. Cramer; Kenneth A. Drake; Mar- 
shall H. Halberg; Orville H. Hall; Harold J. Hendrickson; Bill T. Hickcox; 
Herbert E. Larson; Jerome M. Moe; Alfred L. Oebser; Wilfred F. Olson; 
Richard E. Randles; Donald W. Recklin; Dale W. Scapple; Kenneth G. 
Sorenson; James W. Strand; Levi A. Suckow; Norman E. Waller; Louis A. 
Wooley; Laveme L. Ader; Henry Aho; Gordon W. Anderson; Edward R. 
Bakke; Lawrence J. Bates; Harlan F. Block; Galen L. Bjomson; Earl E. 
Bock; Clarence O. Bock; Caroll C. Booth; Donald J. Bowe; Arnold T. 
Christopherson ; Merlin N. Clickner; Willard A. Cockeram; Clifford L. 
Cook; Russell A. Cook; Dale C. Danielson; Laverne L. Eckert; Helmer F. 
Einum; Richard E. Fillbach; Lyle R. Froeschle; Irvine H. Glampe; Donald 

L. Gunvalson; Raymond L. Haile; Oral Hake; Jerome C. Halberg; John L. 
Halverson; Harold M. Hawkins; Merlin E. Hendricks; Emery L. Hovde; 
Robert M. Jents; Louis L. Jesse; Edward W. Johnson; Max G. Knowles; 
George J. Kronenberger ; Elmer O. Kuehl; Oliver G. Larson; Selmer C. Lar- 
son; Garfield Lund; Jerome H. Marek; Howard J. McCain; Ralph E. 
McQuiston; Everett A. Michelbrook; Cornelius P. Moe; Victor L. Olson; 
Fred W. Pauly; Burnham L. Peters; Albert L. Peterson; Donald R. Powell; 
Robert J. Price; Elmer E. Raether; Ivan E. Ragoschke; Leo W. Rubusch; 
Maurice M. Scapple; Andrew Schild; Lawrence E. Schillinger; Leland 

M. Score; Wayne E. Scholfield; Ford C. Schultz; Bernard E. Scovell; Dale 
M. Sherburne; Raymond L. Simmons; Clifford A. Smith; Virgil M. Stang; 
Stanley G. Shafer; Robert J. Soden; Louis R. Strehlow; Orville W. Suckow; 
Ralph A. Utpadel; Earl F. Vasey; Gerald G. Walseth; Merrill C. Williams; 
John R. Wise; Clarence T. Wold; Carl W. Wyss; Glen E. Zeller; Julius E. 
Zopp ; Sylvester S. Zopp ; Milo A. Segert 

COMPANY B, 128th INFANTRY 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Marshall G. Lassek. 2nd Lts: Glen V. Blakeslee; 
Glen J. Brown: Kenneth G. Books; Claire W. Jennings Sr; John P. Ludwi- 
kosky; Ernest E. Moss 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Robert F. Kolstad. 
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Sergeants: Dudley M. Brice; Donald J. Brimmer; Rupert L. Henneman; 
James A. Kieman; Arthur F. McCluskey; Vernon J. Olson; Arthur J. Prue- 
her; George L. Roessler; Norman F. Welke. Corporals: Ray A. Bailey; John 
R. Carpenter; John C. Chartier; William E. Elletson; Edmund W. Harlin; 
Roy Henderson; Darrell T. Lang; Walter R. Lubinski; Edward N. Ludwik- 
oski; Clarence S. Pitt; John A. Roessler; Herbert E. Smith; Robert E. Teske; 
Robert A. Trimbell 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Norman W. Campbell; Cordon E. Domer; 
Donald E. Drake; Harvey J. Eisold; Richard M. Elletson; Raymond O. 
Fosberg; Vernon J. Gullickson; William B. Heiman; Clarence J. Hotchkiss; 
Gene E. Johnson; George A. King; Lawrence W. Kirchoff; Clarence A. 
Kramer; Leo J. Kramer; Norman W. La Londe; Gerald H. Mallory; Frank 
L. Marten; Ralph R. Miller; Lawrence L. Moss; Kenneth A. Nispel; Clif- 
ford F. Olin; Everett W. Pederson; Jean D. Rolland; Clifford O. Rude; 
Floyd Wallace; Melvin L. Wathke; Rolland R. Welke; James P. Welsh; 
Howard A. Welter; James A. White. 

PRIVATES: Horace M. Bogue; August Brummond Jr; Roy Campbell; 
John D. Cleasby; Lester F. Crandell; Le Roy L. Crandell; Harold J. Davis; 
Clifford J. Davidson; Arthur LuLac; Frank Durst; Peter Edington; Dick 
Ehlert; Vernon L. Ehlert; William E. Erickson; Donald C. Feiler; Thomas 
L. Findlay; Lloyd W. Gibson; Raymond A. Golden; Walter C. Hebert; 
Philip Heintz; Chester M. Hughes; Frank R. Hendricks; Richard P. Hen- 
dricks; Leonard A. Husebo; Thomas L. Joas; Donald V. King; Edward W. 
Lawrence; Philip A. Martinson; Ferdinand Minor; Henry P. Moore; Roger 
W. Nelson; Francis L. Nutter; Eugene K. Peeso; Andrew H. Powers; Alvin 

L. Robb; Clarence F. Sather; Joseph A. Sather; Richard D. Sheils; Law- 
rence A. Soli; Cornelius A. Verdon; John A. Vizer; Harold L. Westberg; 
Roy H. Whiteside; Albert M. Winrich; Walter J. Young 

COMPANY C, 128th INFANTRY 
Marshfield, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Roy F. Lupient. 1st Lt: Paul J. Steger. 2nd Lts: 
Louis F. Kellner; William J. Mechler; Ferdinand R. Thums 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Reuben J. Steger. 
Sergeants: William C. Cliver; Clarence J. Groff; William A. Lemke; Marvin 

M. Riedel; Cyril Scheuer; John L. Schubert; Eldor R. Siemers. Corp>orals: 
Robert E. Aigner; Carl J. Cherney; Eugene R. Domack; Glenn R. Grimm; 
Frederick E. Hintz; Godfrey A. Laufenberg; Robert R. Miller; Thorvald 
D. Nelson; Eldor J. Schwantes; James J. Stangl 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Victor A. Biechler; Robert H. Billings; John 
C. Carpenter; Richard L. Gandt; James C. Hansen; Gerald J. Hoag; Ells- 
worth H. Kane; Delos A. Leland; Neal R. Lupient; Lloyd J. Mueller; 
Robert J. Obermeyer; Orval F. Reed; Donald E. Reese; Clarence F. Seidl; 
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Robert J. Stauss; James A. Sigl; Robert M. Steger; Ray F. Tippelt; Clifford 
B. Wagner; Jerome J. Wagner; Milton J. Witt 

PRIVATES: Gerald F. Bauer; Joseph P. Bayerl; Byron E. Becker; Robert 
P. Becker; Reuben M. Bey; George S. Bores; Lennard W. Brath; Llewewl- 
lyn C. Bronstad; Clarence M. Brusky; Clement J. Brusky; Frank J. Busche; 
Gordon J. Casey; John E. Christy; Charles B. Dawson; Donald W. Denson; 
Herman E. Eckes; John W. Eckhoff ; Donald A. Feehhelm; Harold J. Faust; 
Eugene F. Fohrmank ; Walter C. Grimm ; Wilbert B. Groth ; Edwin L. Gru- 
ber; Orville E. Heide; William Henseler; Royce Hoard; Robert J. Jirschele; 
Nathan M. Kautzer; Harold A. Kautzer; Joseph A. Kellner; Gleen G. 
Komtved; George F. Krall; Anton H. Kramp; Clifford J. Krohn; Melvin 
A. Kuntz; Wallace N. Ladron; Cornelius J. Lange; Richard W. Lee; Reu- 
ben V. Luedtke; Terry C. Markee; Paul L. Martin; Harold A. Matowitz; 
Kenneth H. Mau; Joseph M. Merkel; Leander S. Merkel; Victor L. Mich- 
els ; Austin E. Morrison ; Harold R. Morrison ; Walter C. Morrison ; Carlton 
Nelson; Richard J. Nines; Lawrence P. Pankratz; Raymond C. Pilsner; No- 
lan R. Pluke; John T. Peterson; Elmer F. Rapp; Raymond L. Reese; Victor 
J. Reigel; Marvin A. Reinwand; Jack C. Reitan; Warren I. Romain; 
Louis F. Rohmeyer; Arnold G. Rottscheit; Reuben F. Schallock; Elmer K. 
Schantes; James M. Seubert; Robert S. Smith; Mike H. Soloski; William 
Soloski; Kermit H. Sommers; Harry D. Steinmetz; Richard L. Stumpf; 
Robert W. Teeples; Carol J. Thurston; Vernon W. Tippelt; Elmer E. Ull- 
man; Edgar G. Wright; Paul F. Zettler; Carl A. Zurfluh. 

COMPANY D, 128th INFANTRY 
, Rice Lake, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: John T. Cornwall. 1st Lt: Herbert L. Krueger. 2nd 
Lts: William G. Demers; Charles Fligel 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Thomas G. Quinn. 
Sergeants: Harold N. Chartier; Gilbert A. Demers; Joseph F. Jensen; John 
E. King; Harvey L. Rogstad; Jerome I. Severson; Clarence L. Steltzner; 
Lawrence E. Steltzner. Corporals: Gerald J. Biron; Kenneth D. Currier; 
Alfred F. Demers; Orville W. Enquist; Royce E. JanLsin; Charles G. Jachim; 
Robert M. Konop; Norman B. Lufkin; Vincent L. Peterson; Ronald N. 
Quinn; Reuben R. Riedell; Joseph E. Stodola; Gerald N. Thebert 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: George J. Balen; Dale F. Booth; Joseph S. 
Byrnes; Kenneth I. Dudrey; Harold L. Frasier; Donald L. Hanson; Wil- 
liam P. Harlow; Ernest R. Hoard; Harold L. Hogeboom; Orville R. 
Hogeboom; Ernest L. Jump; Florian F. Kleusch; Joseph T. Nichols; Mahlon 
D. Peterson; Louie C. Raddatz; Harold E. Randall; Harvey C. Sorenson; 
Edward L. Strand; Orv'al E. Strand; Robert M. Strand; Donald F. Veit; 
Clayton O. Waldorf; John F. Weber; LcRoy E. Weber; Howard H. Whit- 
ney ; Cecil W. Woodward. 
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PRIVATES: John A. Alfonse; John F. Anderson; Robert H. Andrews; 
Emil Arneson; Dew’ey E. Beardsley; Clayton H. Behling; Carroll A. Bemis; 
Edward G. Berg; Cyril H. Beming; Henry J. Betley; Donald B. Blaisdell; 
Lowell G. Chambers; Howard A. Church; Gifford J. Coleman; Malcolm F. 
Demers; Martin J. DeNucci; George J. Ficocello; Robert N. Fisher; Leigh- 
ton D. George; Kenneth H. Gunderson; Raymond H. Hei; Lee E. Hermann; 
Arthur L. Javner; John Jensen; Charles Jilek; John S. Jorgenson; John F. 
Kennedy; Arthur E. Lathrop; Lester E. Marsh; Orville M. McClaine; Don- 
ald R. Medley; Thomas J. Michna; Herman A. Owen; Steve W. Parks; 
Russell E. Peterson; Chester E. Quillen; Julius D. Ranallo; William S. San- 
der; LeRoy E. Sather; Edward J. Scheu; Robert B. Schieffer; Donald A. 
Schramek; Dale D. Seraphine; Milton V. Seraphine; Fay C. Shane; Shirley 
R. Sheffield; Clifford H. Shortner; Stanley E. Telitz; Walter E. Thompson; 
Ernest J. Weber; William E. Young 

HEADQUARTERS DET. 2d BATTALION 
128th INFANTRY 
Reedsburg, Wisconsin 
OFFICERS: 1st Lt: Rhinehart H. Miller 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Elmer P. 
Meyer. Staff Sergeant: Karl A. Darrow. Corporals: Robert L. Jensen; 
Daniel J. Donahue; William F. Happle 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS: James A. Brimmer 

PRIVATES: Orna E. Cottington; Hubert H. Jaech; Rollin W. Camp; 
Robert W. Meyer; John E. Thompson 

COMPANY E, 128th INFANTRY 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Sammie M. Horton. 1st Lt: Donald A. Rogers. 2nd 
Lts: Orin L. Rogers; Joseph M. Stehling 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Thomas A. Hilbert. 
Sergeants: Lester F. Brown; Robert L. Gilmore; Anton N. Magyar; Jack R. 
MaiA'cl ; Sherwood F. Root; Sylvester S. Willihnganz; Marcellus J. Zeimet. 
Corporals: Meirill J. Berg; Myron F. Gurney; Russell L. Hafenstein; Fred 
J. Horgan; Glen L. Kirchberg; Casper F. Koch; Ralph C. Leigh; Andrew 
J. Magyar; Wallace R. Smith; John V. Zweek 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Delmar F. Binder; Walter H. Brown; Sydney 
L. Coz; Elmer A. Crane; George M. Crane; Earl E. Dusell; Elsmer E. 
Franke; Harold S. Haas; Frank J. Hussli; Donald E. Jenkins; Franklin C. 
Klessner; Frank J. Koch; Leo A. Maleck; Byron A. Marx; Orville W. Marx; 
Roland C. Nebl; Harry Stavropoulos ; Bert H. Wussow 
PRIVATES: Cyril C. Bork; Floyd G. Cox; Leroy C. Cramblet; Charles W. 
Crane; Lester H. Dahm; Merlin A. Ehlers; Norbert C. Garzynski; Harold 
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J. Gradel; Raymond J. Gradel; Orville J. Graff; Ward W. Graville; Herman 
J. Huber; Stanley J. Kasza; Oliver D. Kolitz; Walter J. Keamerski; Joseph 

E. Kranzbiller; Edward J. Lewandowski; Lyman H. Livingston; Frederick 
Martens; Victor A. Miller; George T. Milton; Clinton F. Misling; Stanton 
M. Moss; Alvin J. Ragenoski; Dent O. Riant; Clarence N. Rozek; Ben- 
jamin T. Salzwedel ; Robert H. Senders ; Leon L. Scrap ; Arthur M. Schwei- 
ger; Wilbert J. Sell; Bernard F. Shute; Guilbert W. V. Spencer; John C. 
Stavropoulis ; Rudolph Van Der Werff; Delmar L. Weber; Delmar E. 
Wendt; Albert F. Wozniak; Clarence E. Yaroch; Gerald A. Zick; Douglas 

F. Zivney 

COMPANY F, 128th INFANTRY 
Portage, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: William A. Kutzke. 1st Lt: Walter J. Warren. 2nd 
Lt: George C. Johnson 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Glen F. Duffy. Ser- 
geants: Wheeler B. Bowen; Francis M. Eulberg; Thomas T. Fletning; John 
H. Kayartz; Harold W. McMahon; Gordon J. Robinson; Seldon W. Robin- 
son. Corporals: Bernard J. Amend; Richard L. Cook; Willard W. Freiberg; 
Irving M. Hagen; Earl D. Hiller; Richard G. Johnson; Neal W. Klawes; 
Sidney I. Landsverk; William J. Miller; Owen J. Monthey; Rudolph E. 
Perushek; Willard E. Ransay; Joseph J. Smith; Ralph F. Sumnicht 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Sandford M. Barraclough; Elmer E. Bartells; 
Kenneth R. Benson; Edward R. Burgeson; Norman E. Cuff; William A. 
Eddy; John E. Farrell; James F. Glee; Charles J. Gloeckler; Harry Haffner; 
Oscar M. Hart; Carl F. John; Henry C. Lytle; David T. MacFarlane; Clif- 
ford R. Millard; Stanley H. Mulhern; Herbert H. Nehls; Manley C. Port; 
Ernest R. Smith; Glenn T. Smith; Norman A. Tessman 
PRIVATES: Eugene Achteberg; John E. Arn; Harry D. Bahr; Roland D. 
Bahr; Joseph A. Baker; Ralph W. Barden; Ronald D. Barden; Thomas A. 
Beal; Delbert W. Behling; William A. Benzine; Francis A. Bohage; Loren 
C. Bortz; Ralph M. Brown; Bernard K. Bublitz; Martin A. Bubolz; Clyde 
A. Burton; Donald F. Collins; Francis W. Collins; Sheldon G. Cuff; Ernest 
E. Cummings; Rodney D. Davies; Russell F. Domstrich; Garold L. Flower; 
Frank G. Freiberg; Howard M. Gerbitz; Billy R. Gruhlke; Granville E. 
Gunnelson; Gordon W. Habermann; Irving W. Hall; Glendon J. Hamele; 
Gilbert J. Hartel; Henry R. Hayes; Harry G. Hebard; Harold W. Hender- 
son; Howard M. Hurd; Howard R. Johnson; Warren R. Johnson; Blaine T. 
Kearns; Robert E. Kessier; Arthur O. Kopplin; Richard C. McMahon; 
Amo J. McTrusty; Edward A. Manthey; John J. Mlodzik; Adrian J. Mon- 
they; Tom F. O’Connor; Charles D. O’Keefe; Douglas R. O’Keefe; Kenneth 
A. Pfaff; Howard B. Reader; Kenneth V. Ringham; Harold G. Rowe; 
Paul A. Rozek; Hugh E. Riieter; Harlan V. Schloesser; George A. Schultz; 
George A. Seeley; Herbert A. Seeliger; Harold L. Sharpee; Maurice P. 
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Shaw; Edwin V. Smart; Edward A. Smith; Thomas J. Sosinsky; George 
S. Thompsom; Kieth E. Thompson; Leonard A. Weeden 

COMPANY G, 128th INFANTRY 
Madison, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Frank Graham. 1st Lt: Burton F. Burns. 2nd Lts: 
William Curkeet ; Wilson H. Donkle 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Leo H. Imhoff. Ser- 
geants: Adelbert C. Bast; Kenneth R. Thalacker; Charles H. Treadwell. 
Corporals: Dale M. Engstrom; Marshall F. Gallagher; Victor S. Glenn; 
Harold S. Netzloff; Mike M. Popovich Jr; Bruce F. Volker; Robert C. Von 
Hoersten ; Clarence P. Ziegler 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Donald J. Angus; Willard P. Behm; Walter 
D. Benway; Harold E. Cahill; Lyle D. Campbell; Ernest Gerber; Max 
Gerber; Walter Gerber; Otto L. Hanson; Robert H. Kriel; Richard E. 
Peterson; Vincent J. Phelan; William T. Ritter; Adolph F. Stahl; Karl K. 
Wilke 

PRIVATES: Stephen W. Beld; Jack E. Benson; Jerald L. Braund; Anthony 
F. Brausen; Harold W. Buckley; Kenneth L. Burdick; Corwin M. Clemons; 
Donald N. Colvin; Charles R. Corcoran; Vern B. Dickens; Peter J. Dillin- 
ger; Roger O. Erickson; James France; Alfred G. Gilbertson; Harold W. 
Grinde; Albert S. Hamm; Edward P. Hickox; August N. Hildebrandt; Johr 
Hildebrandt Jr; Wilfred G. Humphrey; Oliver R. Imhoff; Robert O. Jacob- 
son; Joseph J. Karls; Arthur J. Kessenich; Delbert K. Kobbervig; Norbert 
M. Krueger; Morley L. Larson; Earl R. Lidh Jr; Harold J. May; Joseph 
L. McCarten; Ralph M. McCoy; Emanuel J. McGuire; Joseph J. Meicher; 
Edward C. Meiller Jr; Raymond D. Merklien; Donald S. Mickelson; Ray D. 
Mikich; Kenneth L. Miller; Leo T. Myers; Stanley J. Nietupski; Harley L. 
Payne; Francis G. Pesko; Robert Schaye Jr; Norman M. Schelvan; Rowland 
J. Scott; Fred R. Stamper; Leslie R. Stoflet; William E. Taylor; Ralph T. 
Telstad; Theron J. Uphoff ; Albert P. Voelkel; Clarence O. Walrath; Roy- 
ston P. Wardle; Leonard Wick; Milton R. Wilhelm; Harvey C. Wood 

COMPANY H, 128th INFANTRY 
Baraboo, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Ralph C. Halbman. 1st Lt: William L. Hiller. 2nd 
Lts : Donald W. Behnke ; LeMoine E. Hiller 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: John M. Yearman. 
Sergeants: Eugene J. Burke; John R. Caverly; Henry G. Flanders; Duane E. 
Ramaut; Gerald K. Seagraves; Paul R. Vreeland; Lester D. Watkins. Cor- 
porals: James A. Church; Forrest D. Hamm; Lloyd E. Higgins; John H. 
Luce; Calvin R. Potter; Paul E. Rohde; Steve Semor; Vernon J. Williams 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Robert R. Culbert.; Iris C. Federman; Allan 
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R. Geyman; Jack D. Gunnison; Harold C. King; Gerald W. J. Kowalke; 
Earl A. Lyon; Forrest L. Loomis; Virgil C. Meyers; Roger I. Pierce; Merle 
C. Rohde; Richard L. Seagrave; Charles R. Schult; Donald J. Tauber;. 
Vincent B. Volkey; Robert G. Wolkowski; Ivan J. Yearman 
PRIVATES; Robert J. Adams; Donald M. Aland; Harold A. Alwin; Roger 

H. Alwin; Victor J. Anderson; Prentice V. Bradley; Melvin C. Bassett; 
Gordon J. Champlin; Dale G. Chesley; Robert L. Davis; Melvin E. Dunse; 
Anton R. Dzikowski; Lloyd F. Eyers; Casper E. Frambs; Donald W. 
French; Forrest J. Goodell; Glen W. Goodell; John D. Greene; Roy H. 
Guthrie; William H. Harvey; Warren G. Hinkley; Armin L. Jones; Roy H. 
Kapelka; Lawrence H. Klein; Durlin M. Klingenmeyer; Carl J. Klingen- 
meyer; Laurel C. Kramer; Max B. Koons; Harold D. Kowalke; Clarence 
C. Kuhnau; Robert H. Larrabee; Bernard E. Leake; Robert J. Luebke; 
Obert R. Lyon; Gayland F. Meyer: Clifford C. Parks; Clarence C. Pierce; 
Robert W. Rosenbalm; Lawrence E. Schubring; Arthur L. Silvers; Kent 

S. Slezak; Lawrence P. Steger; Lester E. Stieve; Glen W. Towers; Harold 
J. Tyler; Bernard D. Voiles; Gordon J. Volkey; Elmer R. Waller; Byron 

T. White; Erwin C. Wiese; Melvin L. Ziegler; Roland C. Ziegler; Edwin 
C. Zimmerly; Donald H. R. Stieve 

HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT, 3RD BATTALION 
128th INFANTRY 
Rccdsburg, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: 1st Lt: Harold A. Spraetz. 2nd Lt: Robert B. Harper. 
NON-COMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Clyde F. Baley 
Staff Sergeant: Lionell F. White. Corporals: Paul E. Brueggemen; Robert 
B. Karsten; Earl J. Reines 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS: Fred M. Howland 

PRIVATES: Joe W. Greenwood; Willard W. Kleebcr; Oliver F. Weir 

COMPANY I, 128th INFANTRY 
Stoughton, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Edwin O. Olson. 1st Lt: Alvin T. Bakken. 2nd Lts: 
Arnold T. Heggestad ; Charlie F. Keena 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant; Lyle Hougan, Ser- 
geants: Arthur J. Erickson; Einar Haakenson; Rudolph G. Jorgenson; Ar- 
nold E. Slettum; Clarence Swingen. C'orporals: Henry E. Ausse; Howard H. 
Brnheim; Robert L. Busch; Paul J. Eastman; Ira Holmes; Olaf M. Meist- 
ner; Clayton E. Metzler; Waiter J. Stokstad 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Harold J. Bondehagen; Frederick S. Busch; 
Vernon V. Calhoun; Oliver Christenson; Gordon E. Eastmen; Lloyd A. 
Giddley; Robert R. Halverson; Arthur J. Julseth; Oscar M. Lund; Palmer 

I. Midtbo; Victor J. Peckham ; George R. Phetteplace; Hans A. Sannes; 
Vernon W. Seffins; Paul B. Stimson; Arthur N. Thompson 
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PRIVATES: Allen H. Anderson; Alvin D. Anderson; Johnnie J. Alsmo; 
Aaron B. Bergum; Ingvald M. Bruheim; Lawrence B. Dennee; Ellsworth 
A. Ehle ; Donald O. Gavin ; Matthew E. Gregerson ; Ame M. Holm ; Everett 
G. Hove; Thomas H. Johnson; Thorris A. Johnson; Chester M. Julseth; 
Donald J. Kadlecik; Robert Knight; Vernon J. Larson; Robert Long; Wal- 
ter H. Nettum; Emild O. Offerdahl; Olin O. Olson; Clyde R. Palmer; 
Daniel H. Phetteplace; Earl J. Preston; LaVeme Quam; Arthur O. Smith- 
back; Morris Soiney; Mar\dn A. Thorson; John E. Ustad; Halvor Veium; 
Robert O. Volla; Floyd E. Wescott; Hjalmer L. Ylvisaker 


COMPANY K, 128th INFANTRY 
Monroe, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Oscar A. Moldenhauer. 1st Lt: Roy F. Zinser. 2nd 
Lts: Rodney H. Block; Cloyd W. Pickett 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Hugo H. Voelkli. 
Sergeants: Erv-in N. Beer; Ivan M. Boyer; Kendall C. Digman; George W. 
Divan; Walter C. Iseli; Ralph E. Niffenegger; Walter J. Zimmerman. Cor- 
porals: Chester A. Chryst; Raymond E. Matzke; Robert V. Oswald; Ken- 
neth F. Roenneburg; John W. Schild; Leslie A. Tertin; John C. Von 
Kaenel; Russell W. West; Everett M. Wild 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: John J. Boyer; Edwin H. Brunkow; Dawson 
H. Bunker; Harold A. Halverson; Lloyd A. Isely; Robert J. Kubly; Paul W. 
Neubauer; Jack W. Noble; Ralph G. Nyman; Minor J. Ocker; Herbert F. 
Orton; Edwin J. Rice; Fred A. Ryser; Thomas E. Stauffacher; Kenneth J. 
Stuessy; Ralph C. Walker; Robert R. Walker 

PRIVATES; Robert L. Amans; Robert H. Augsburger; Allen D. Auman; 
D6nald C. Bacrtschi; Glen F. Baltzly; Donald S. Beach; Edward T. Becker; 
Albert F. Bohren; John F. Burke; Milton O. Cline; Jack W. Cox; Arthur 
N. Durgin; Alden F. Elmer; Robert E. Fiechter; Maynard L. Field; Ralph 
M. Gavigan; Jake P. Gerber; Harris F. Germann; Clarence C. Gessler; 
Kenneth W. Grabow; William G. Graham; Loyd H. Haines; Kenneth A. 
Heibner; Russell R. Heibner; Sherman E. Hermanson; Everett H. Huffman; 
Robert J. Kuster; George Leffingwell; Howard J. Leffmgwell; Dan S. 
Maher; Ernest F. Messerli; Ei^’in B. McDermott; Homer D. McGettigan; 
Robert C. McGettigan: Thomas R. McGuire; Joseph E. Mclllhatton; 
Wilbur G. Nott; Clarence M. Olson; Clifford J. O’Rourke; Dan W. Par- 
mer; Hulett L. Pickett; Russell D. Rennick; Maurice O. Ringhand; Paul 
Ritter; Stanley D. Roenneburg; Robert J. Schneider; Ralph M. Schu- 
macher; Timothy B. Shea; Veril A. Smull; Morris F. Stauffacher; Roy E. 
Stauffacher; Clifford M. Swiggum; Ralph J. Trickel; Eldon E. Wallace 
Fred K. Walton; Clark E. Wardlow; VV'illiam L. Weirich; Delbert W. Wohl- 
ford; Delmer C. Zweifel 
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COMPANY L, 128th INFANTRY 
Beloit, \^ isconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Chester F. Allen. 1st Lts: Herbert L. Krueger; John 
M. Roworth. 2nd Lts: Karl W. Fryday; Edward H. Sandell 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Adney B. Carr. Ser- 
geants: Ferdinand VV. Haffey; Paul E. Niles; Lloyd T. Scollard; Russell E. 
Sigwell, Donald R. Witt. Corporals: Leslie R. Berry; Ernest L. Champlin; 
George Herkis; Willis C. Long; Robert C. Meili; Gordon C. Miller; Walter 
F. Null; Martin F. Putz 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Jack Accardi; Gordon A. Bishop; Doyle V. 
Bottoms; Richard L. Bowen; John W. R. Currie; Charles F. Dawson; 
Richard G. Earle; Clyde W. Garner; Joseph G. Jocz; James F. Kincaid; 
Ralph H. Krueger; George J. Mavroulis; Alphonso Z. Mendez; Robert J. 
Monahan; Earl V. Penewell; Ralph W. Russler; Delbert E. Stauffacher; 
Harold A. Stauffacher; Marvin L. Wieck; Howard C. Westbrook; Ira E. 
Williams 

PRIVATES: Denzil L. Ames; Sidney W. Alford; James E. Anton; Clarence 

E. Belken; LaVerne M. Borck; Harold D. Bronson; Earl R. Canniff; Victor 
L. Carlson; Donald T. Carroll; Robert W. Carroll; Robert L. Christopher- 
son; Marvin H. Clark; Wayne E. Cook; Eugene C. Davis; Lewis J. Day; 
William M. Dawson; Richard E. Dorn; Russell E. Fitzgerald; Thomas H. 
Gharrity; Donald J. Good; Frank Guaginte; Harry D. Guetzlaff: Gilbert 

F. Haase; Joseph V. Haffey; William J. Hanaman; Ralph C. Harrison; 
Merle E. Howell; Earl Inks; Richard Johansen; Leonard K. Johnson; Wal- 
lace S. Leschinsky; Alvin C. Loomis; Hubert J. Magner; Edwin D. Matthes; 
John R. MacGowan; Robert W. McCarville; John P. McCauley; Robert E. 
Mealey; Robert L. Mohney; James J. Monahan; Elden L. Nichols; Helge 
O. Norby; Gordon A. Petersen; Buford L. Phillips; Robert J. Pire; Louis 
C. Rheinschmidt ; William J. Roberts; Ervin J. Roehl; John J. Saladino; 
Corydon F. Schellenger; Eugene W. Schultz; Ralph G. Scott; Robert J. 
Scott; Wayne L. Shead; James C. Steiner; Norman J. Swatek; Robert C. 
Thomas; Robert S. Vallee; Gaylord F. Walters; Leonard M. Wright; Theo- 
dore J. Wright 

COMPANY M, 128th INFANTRY 
Plattville, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Edwin H. Cordingly. 1st Lt: Clifford H. Rotzoll. 
2nd Lts: Newman W. Enloe; Ray L. Henning; Floyd A. Monroe; Frank 
J. Spoerle 

NON-COMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Leonard H. McPhail. 
Sergeants: John G. Hake; Charles D. Kitelinger: Manscl A. Slack; Walter 
A. Stiles; James L. Williams. Corporals: Bernard H. All, Eugene N. Bennett; 
Stanley S. Doescher; Robert W. Getzlaff; Donald W. Howe; Cecil B. Kase; 
Donald F. Knapp ; Maynard D. Stanton 
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PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Clifford F. Bisbach; Albert VV. Braun; Marcus 
W. Burkholder; Charles C. Collis; Robert J. Collis; John T. Green; Dale A. 
Hake; Earl F. Hake; Harry J. Kurth; Charles G. Marr; Robert G. Parish; 
Merlin J. Reilly; Robert F. Seemeyer; Troy P. Stellrecht; DeRuth C. Stohl- 
meyer 

PRIVATES: Leland C. Atkinson; Robert S. Baker; Kenneth L. Boll; Dar- 
win F. Braithwaite; Fletcher W. Brodt; George L. Brownell; Clinton W. 
Brownell; Guerdon L. Bushncll; Francis L. Byrnes; Fred C. DeMarco; 
Frank Doescher Jr; Robert J. Dvorak; Gerald V. Edington; Lewis E. Ewers; 
Delbert A. Fuerstenberg; Guerdon C. Fuerstenberg; Robert B. Gehrke; Fred 
C. Genthe; Leland E. Genthe; Paul E. Green; Clinton L. Hake; Robert 
narrower; Clinton J. Henry; Douglas L. Henry; Melvin J. Krotochwill; 
Robert L. Kruel; Guerdon R. Mann; Douglas R. Martens; Clarence J. Mc- 
Keon; James B. Nolan; Herbert M. Peterson; Alvin P. Plummer; Charles F. 
Pokorney; Victor J. Swazick; Robert F. Ware; LaVern E. Weber; Virgil A. 
Wilson; Elmer F. Beckett; Clare L. Brouillard; Donald R. Brown; Lloyd G. 
Carter; Keith M. Chapman; Orrin E. Gunzenheim; Warren L. Dimick; 
Matt A. Esser; Edgar W. Frank; Edward W. Goodrich; Guerdon J. Hoo- 
sier; George B. Jackering; Lawrence J. Jackering; Francis S. Klein; Everett 
E. Knutson; Adolph S. Kolcon; Robert A. Komurka; Harry A. Lorenz; 
Delbert R. Martens; Claude J. McDonald; Donald D. McPhail; Howard 
L. Metcalf; Harlan C. Moen; Clyde E. Moller; Francis D. Morris; Donald 
R. Muench; Gerald J. Mucnch; Glenn V. Murray; Ernest W. Ncchkash; 
Frederick J. Neises; Bernard C. Nolan; Clifford F. Oates; Linus J. Oster- 
haus; James L. Read ; Albert F. Osterhaus; John E. Reine; Donald D. Rey- 
nolds; Douglas Roberts; Frank S. Russell; Stanley A. Schneider; Robert B. 
Shepherd; Howard L. Speigel; Daniel E. Tait; Carl D. Tate; Elverson F. 
Thorpe : Ralph W. Williams 

HEADQUARTERS, 57th FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Brigadier General William S. Wood, Commanding. Lt. Col: 
Rudolph H. Mieding. Major: John F. Kling. Captains: Stuart F. Brokaw; 
Arthur M. Burghduff. 1st Lts: Albert J. Godfrey; Orpheus S. Hokland. 2nd 
Lts: Edward A. Laabs; Walter R. Reiter 

HEADQUARTERS BATTER5' 

57th FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: C'ajjtain: Charles E. Lafferty 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Raymond A. An- 
derson. First Sergeant: Frank II. Schultz. Technical Sergeants: Ruggles E. 
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Monroe; John F. Nadon. Staff" Sergeants: Warner H. Griep; Herbert H. 
Wolter Jr. Sergeants: Don G. Fuchs; Marvin L. Graff; John T. Kelly; 
Henry L. Malkowski; Ralph J. Schrank; Don B. Vollrath. Corporals: "Vic- 
tor J. Ehr; Gerald F. Kelly; William G. Kling; James A. O’Connor; 
Walter R. Pommer; George H. Russell; Robert F. Schmitz; Richard B. 
Sonderegger; Howard Taylor 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS: Stephen J. Bialecki 

PRIVATES: Robert E. Angle; William C. Aylward; Edward J. Beil; Ernest 

D. Cartwright; Eldred E. Champion; Thomas W. Champion; Alfred C. 
Deering; Herbert J. Dettloff; John W. Dodge; Louis R. Dragan; Jack P. 
Drummer; Walter L. Felton; James R. Fish; John J. Gaus; Herman A. 
Gruender; John D. Hawkins; Joseph G. Kirkish; Fred F. Klancnik; John 
J. Kuchnowski; Frederick R. Kuehn; Howard A. Kuhnke; Ferdinand F. 
Kujawa; Lawrence E. LaBorde; Phillip A. LaBorde; Frederick N. Marin; 
Milburn T. Mundy; Andrew W. Orban; William W. Peterman; Carl E. 
Poethke; Frank A. Ressing; Richard R. Ressing; Richard Rice; LeRoy H. 
Ruthenberg; John L. Savorias; Paul E. Seaver; Julius G. Sovinaki; Harold 

E. Strelow; Fred K. Taber; Howard F. Tabor; Raymond Tevich; Robert 
B. Trussell; Frank J. Udovich; Allen E. Zinda; Eugene J. Zirbes; Frank A. 
Zokan 


HEADQUARTERS, 120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Superior, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Colonel Jim Dan Hill, Commanding. Captains: Frederick H. 
Fahringer; Richard L- Jones; William E. Roth. 1st Lt: Ervin D. K. Hoehne 

120th FIELD ARTILLERY 

OFFICERS: Colonel: Jim Dan Hill. Lt. Cols: Kenneth J. Hough; Kenneth 
S. White. Majors: Roy W. Bailey; Gerald C. Maloney. Captains: Leo J. 
Blanchard; Herbert O. Brickson; Elmer E. Chisholm; Chalmer Davee; For- 
rest W. Edwards; Frederick H. Fahringer; Glenn R. Hall; Ferdinand A. 
Hirzy; Richard L. Jones; Clement J. Moran; Ethan A. Peterson; Arthur G. 
Rogge; William E. Roth; Chester J. Severance; Emil F. Stielow; Harvey W. 
Storm; Ernest G. Stout; Herbert M. Weeks. 1st Lts: Joseph E. Ash; Milton 
D. Berlin; Carl Curtis; Carl H. Hatch; Er\in D. K. Hoehne; Joseph C. 
Johnson; Elmer D. Kobs; Clinton J. Kriese; Julius E. Platz; Christian J. 
Randall; Herman J. Streicher; Melvin P. Wang; Erwin P. Wolf. 2nd Lts; 
Walter H. Arntson; Paul W. Becker; Stanley E. Drapes; Earl D. Ganten- 
bein; Grant Gee; Albert B. Hanson; Orlen E. Heldt; Henry W. Honold; 
Lester L. John.son; Ambrose H. Nugent; Edward J. Nyenhuis; Maurice A. 
Peeremboom; Elmer F. Quillen; Emmett G. Quirk; Gustau A. Ristau; 
Ralph H. Watson; Edwin C. Yach; Herbert J. Zernecke; James A. Zer- 
necke; Chester R. Zuraw'ski. Warrant Officer: Orville J. Thompson 
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HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Superior, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Herbert M. Weeks. 2nd Lt: Lester L. Johnson 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Marcus C. Mc- 
Farlin. First Sergeant: Harold E. Peterson. Technical Sergeant: James H. 
Dowd. Staff Sergeants: Robert M. Hull; Daniel D. McGillis; Bernard A. 
Sword. Sergeants: Donald E. Brown; Leo B. Dual; Robert R. Farlois; Ray- 
mond P. Jacobs; William J. Oseles; John S. Sarko. Corporals: John D. 
Berchild; George F. Dahlin; Edward S. Kafka; Joseph E. Winek 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: LeRoy W. Abramson ; James N. Daoust; Lyn- 
don W. Decker; Harold W. Dunning; John L. Garrity; Bernard F. Glonek; 
John W. Hammerbeck; James R. Hicks; Maynard F. Kraegel; Ernest H. 
Luick; Frank J. Meyaman; James E. Murphy; Edward A. Trautt; Norbert 
W. Trautt; John A. Ullan; Lyle H. Van Cleve 

PRIVATES: Harold E. Allen; Howard L. Bishop; Gerald H. Bloxham; 
Robert A. Bogan; Roland M. Brakka; John B. Cage; Francis E. Cahill; 
Francis G. Cronin; John D. Cronin; Roy F. Erno; Donald A. Fraser; Philip 
A. Fraser; James D. Higgins; Irvine B. Johnson; Selmer L. Johnson; Lloyd 

G. Kindel; Arnold G. Kioski; Charles J. Kubos; Keith L. Lorimor; Hugh C. 
McDonald; Melvin O. Moe; Harland P. Nelson; Harold M. Olson; Robert 
L. Olson; John L. Page; John I. Sandberg; Torvald A. Sather; Alfred E. 
Schold; George M. Sennatt; Jack W. Standifield; Ronald A. Steams; James 
F. Surch; Cyril L. Trautt; Franklin E. Walsh 

SERVICE BATTERY, 120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Emil F. Stielow. 1st Lt: Erwin P. Wolf. 2nd Lts: 
Henry W. Honold ; Edward J. Nyenhuis 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: Frank F. Royce; 
Gilbert C. Wilke. Staff Sergeants: Ambrose J. Rewolinski; Edward R. Wirtz. 
Sergeants: Peter Fields; Erwin P. Wolf. Corporals: Carl A. Brickner 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Elsworth Anderson; Victor Guenther; George 
A. Haen; Ewald Kuhlmann; Robert G. Nick; Reinhold W. Stichert; Paul 

H. Troster: Carlton J. Wolf; Werner Wolf 

PRIVATES: John E. Bainbridge; Lester Berger; Lloyd O. Boyce; Warren 
Friederichs; Rudie A. Glazcr; Arthur J Hinkel; Joseph J. Jerale; August 
A. Krenn; Arthur Maertz; Walter Markgraf; Arthur Marquardt; Harold C. 
Miller; Henr\- A. Mueller; Edward L. Nelson; Norman E. Ringel; Christian 
Seng; Harley G. Steuber; Edgar H. Thimming; Clarence Yurk; Leroy H. 
Zimmermann; Ch.arles V\'. Berger: John Brack; Lester Damrow; Arthur N. 
Dern; Edward Diener; Fred Hayes; John Helzsart Jr; Robert J. Heilberger; 
Frederick Krimel; Merlyn H. Reimer; Charles Skoris; Louis L. Stnbler 
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MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, 1 20th FIELD ARTILLERY 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captains: Chalmer Davee; Clement J. Moran; Ethan A. 
Peterson 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Staff Sergeant: Glen J. Kircheis. 
Sergeants: James F. Pitzner; George G. Sauer. Corporal: Delbert F. Red- 
mann 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Joseph S. Brieske; Charles E. Hilleshiem; 
Lawrence I. Iverson; Robert D. Kersten; Harold E. Lee; Henry E. Maurer; 
Willard V. Parker; Jacob A. Von Arx; Lawrence P. Walsh; Donald J. 
Weigel 

PRIVATES, GRADE VII: Ray B. Berger; Robert O. Brieske; Martin 
Christopherson ; Laurence G. Cox; James L. Curtis; Eugene C. Dahm; 
Harold A. Eichsteadt; Myron E. Ewing; Richard Otto Frick; Sever C. 
Gald; Edwin J. Helgerson; John W. Hengel; Donald C. Nelson; Norbert 
L. Novinski; Carl Olson; Clayton A. Patterson; Walter M. Ryan; Max M. 
Rittenhouse; Harold F. Ryan; John L. Scharpf; John J. Snider; Robert F. 
Walsh 


BAND, 120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Appleton, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Warrant Officer: Orville J. Thompson 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: George W. Perry, Technical Ser- 
geant. Staff Sergeant: John P. Moyle. Sergeants; George H. Acker; George 
A. Doersch; Ervin G. Haertel; Eugene A. Winn. Corporals: Harold W. 
Acker; Karl H. Kobal 

privates first CLASS: Loyal J. Belongea; Harold W. Blanshan; 
Marvin J. DeBruin; Joseph H. Diermeier; Edmund J. Ecker; Paul H. 
Fiebelkom ; Glen M. Given; Billy G. Hahnen; Peter M. Held; James G. 
Hensel; Richard F. Hoehne; Loran J. Marmes; Philip O. Mattson; James 
A. Mayer; Robert G. Pagel; Roy O. Sager; Gordon J. Stolla; Carl W. Stur- 
divant; Paul P. Vandenberg; Roman J. Van Thiel 

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 1st BATTALION, 

120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Viroqua, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain; Ernest G. Stout. 1st Lt: Carl Curtis. 2nd Lt: Elmer 
F. Quillan 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Harry B. Potts. 
Technical Sergeant: Melvin A. Muender. Staff Sergeants: Kenneth A. 
Curtis; Gerald B. Morrison; Merritt L. Rumsey. Sergeants; Lawrence H. 
Crume; Ralph W. Grover; Clarence A. Hendrickson; Lew D. Potts; Rich- 
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ard E. Thompson; Gregory P. Wise. Corporals: Albert Ewers; Loren B. 
Johnson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Kenneth B. Barry; Blaine E. Brye; Howard 

F. Fleming; Marion D. Gorman; Floyd L. Hokland; Richard E. Morrison; 
Ivan R. Nelson; Graham Outcelt; Ernest W. Phillips; Maynard B. Wheeler 
PRIVATES: Russell B. Allen; Wayne L. Bailey; George E. Bolstad; Harley 
M. Brothen; Charles W. Buchanan; Dorrison D. Buros; Orlin L. Callaw; 
Stanley E. Cole ; Kenneth R. Coleman ; Carl Cox ; Nathan A. Dahl ; Edward 
Durden; Theron H. Dustin; Kenneth Eide; Cecil V. Gorman; Clarence M. 
Gorman; Walter A. Gorman; Ardell H. Graham; David A. Gross; Ray- 
mond E. Gudgeon; Orbeck H. Hanson; Ray K. Hankins; LeRoy C. Hayden 
Raymond O. Hermanson; Alvin H. Jacobson; Ernest W. Jacobson; Edward 

C. JaDoul; Arthur A. James; Fred Jung Jr; Frank J. Kretche; Luther O. 
La\old : Lawrence W. Lieurance; Arthur Lillesvangstu; Orville D. Lombard; 
Richard J. Miller; Earl W. Mills; DeVerne G. Olson; Kenneth G. Pinch; 
Blaine L. Rude; Chester Rude; Clarence V. Rush; Kenneth L. Savacool; 
Carl L. Schultz; Kenneth L. Schultz; Hallie V. Sherrick; Clarence S. Sil- 
baugh: Charles O. Simpson; Elmer V. Sneath; Blair L. Spears; Vernon 
Strait: Elmer R. Sutherland; Kenneth O. Sutherland; Marion Tewalt; 
Henry T. Thompson; Virgil J. Thompson; George E. Watson; Gaylord 

D. Welch: William R. Wheeler; Lawrence R. White; David A. Wilson 

BATTERY A, 120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Arthur G. Rogge. 1st Lt: Julius E. Platz. 2nd Lts: 
Walter H. Arntson; Earl D. Gantenbein; Herbert J. Zernecke 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Arthur R. Marcus. 
Staff Sergeant; Everett A. Payne. Sergeants; Mylan T. Bockenhauer; Jake 
D. Chalsma; Jack M. Gantenbein; Clifford E. Halmrast; Eugene R. Hill; 
Arthur H. Millard; Wilbur C. Ott; Milton A. Sikaske. Corporals: Harry B. 
Fillner; Donald E. Hagemo; James A. Holy; Isadore Kosowsky; Robert 

G. Milkey; Raymond L. Nekson; Leo J. Outcelt; Luther J. Paulson; Floyd 
R. Payne; Wilbur E. Stout; Luall E. Tollackson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS; Frank R. Becker; Robert D. Rice; Gale O. 
Cotton; Avery R. Cole; Virgil J. Cullen; Robert F. Culver; Leon A. Dun- 
can; Bernard J. Freybler; Marius P. Gronbeck; Sylvester C. Haas; Henry 
L. Hamilton; James G. Inderberg; Howard J. Johnson; Frank J. Koenig; 
Marlin E. Kundy; Edwin B. Larsen; Donald C. Losching; Loyal L. Losch- 
ing; Donald C. Maxwell; Earl E. Meinke; Palmer H. Moen; James M. 
Peterson ; Robert C. Swanson 

PRIVATES: George D. Abbott; Howard A. Blank; Harry H. Booth; Archie 

H. Campbell; Charles C. Cotton; Harold J. Dixon; Robert S. Eddy; Otto 
A. Everson; William E. Gantenbein; Donald P. Gilbert; John G. Graw; 
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Clyde O. Green; Snorre O. Gronbeck; Gregory J. Hahn; Herbert H. Hare; 
Richard P. Herde; Harvey C. Hetrick; Elmo R. Hill; Glen W. Johnson; 
Dale F. Korish; Francis L. Lenz; Donald G. Linhart; Earl W. Lyons; Jo- 
seph T. Markos; Lyle R. Mason; Willard F. Moore; Maurice R. Mourning; 
Russell G. Muller; Roland F. Nelson; Ernest O. Nichols; Earl G. Niesen; 
James G. A. Norris; Harold E. O^lke; Blaine L. Olson; Clayton M. Paul- 
son; Gilbert A. Paulson; Robert L. Reagles; Eugene A. Rogers; Thomas W. 
Rose; Martin H. Rybold; Robert A. Schultz; Rudolph A. Secky; Scott S. 
Schilling; Raymond W. Stein; Verl M. Wing; Edward L. Winslow. 


BATTERY B, 120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Elmer E. Chisholm. 1st Lt: Herman J. Streicher. 
2nd Lts: Paul W. Becker; Ralph H. Watson; James A. Zernecke 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Robert F. Kriebich. 
Staff Sergeant: John V. Beranek. Sergeants: Donald E. Bold; Robert A. 
Deal; Milton P. Hanson; Robert J. Kriese; Eugene V. Phelps; John A. Wei- 
gel. Corporals: Frank E. Ames; Robert C. Brenner; Van S. Brokaw; George 
W. Grover; James B. Fitzpatrick; Thomas L. Flannigan Jr; Gust E. Olson; 
Paul R. Schroeder; Floyd Smith; Aelred H. Stellplug; Frank F. Traister 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Eugene V. Allen; Francis M. Balfany; 
George W. Beesecker; Gerald E. Brooks; William H. Dacey; Eugene R. 
Dally; Thomas J. Eagon; Sigurd L. Erlandson; Robert A. Haller; Edgar J. 
Johnson; Robert J. Krett; Menzo J. McMurtrie; Edwin L. Morse; Ralph 
E. Moulis; Robert F. Netwal; Glenn O. Potter; Giles M. Quillen; Robert K. 
Rau; Milton O. Roppe; William F. Sweet; Melvin M. Talle; Harold E. 
Traister; Raymond A. Wilder; Edward W. Weideman; Merlin C. Wrobel 

PRIVATES: Paul R. Angell; Sylvester G. Barchenfeld; Charles W. Barnes; 
Valdo H. Bouffleur; George E. Brown; Vernon C. Brzazowake; Jack W. 
Carpenter; Robert W. Carpenter; Robert John B. Dobson; Robert F. Elson; 
Leonard C. Ford; William F. Frappier; Richard S. Gabrielson; Frank J. 
Graw; Joseph J. Hammes; James G. Hefti; Norvin R. Hendrickson; Wil- 
liam E. Hoskins; William H. Howard; Kenneth R. Joem; Acel L. Joseph; 
Harold B. Kennedy; Eldon E. Kenworthy; Kenneth M. Klein; Richard G. 
Korthals; Orvis L. Lee; Leonard O. Matiak; Donald A. Newlun; Floyd L. 
Nichols; Hugh E. Nichols; Harris E. Norcross; Chester L. Olson; Leonard 
E. Olson; Olaf W. Olson; Russell E. Olson; Everett V. Parr; Alfred R. 
Patciska; Calvin G. Rush; Willis R. Schallock; Stanley W. Severson; Arnold 
H. Sibley; Victor H. Steinmetz; Clark S. Smith; LaVerne P. Sveen; Robert 
R. Sweet; Robert E. Thorson: Arthur O. Tomten; Blaine I. Tomten; Vir- 
gil E. Trappe; Bernard E. Weigel; William H. Wilson 
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BATTERY C, 120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Leo J. Blanchard 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Martin A. Gannon. 
Staff Sergeant: Lawrence L. Price. Sergeants Grade IV: Marcel J. Cote; 
Robert F. Danenberg ; Oliver J. Girard ; Donald A. Lawrence ; Paul W. Mur- 
phy; Warren J. Reiter; Arlan H. Ripplinger; Carl A. Segerstrom. Corporals 
Grade V: George W. Blumenthaler; Eugene A. Brick; William J. Harper; 
Willard E. Hoeft; Albert L. Kaiser; Richard E. McDonell; Phillip J. 
Pugnier; William J. Reiter Jr; Everett R. Smith; Roy L. Whitcome. 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Carl L. Abel; John H. Ashbaugh; Andrew W. 
Bamier; James W. Buchanan; Francis J. Culbert; Clifford E. Dorr; Arthur 
A. Hoepner; Edward C. Leuckel; Robert E. Loiselle; James E. Marquis; 
Allan J. McCarthy ; Leslie E. Michaud ; Arthur A. Nielson ; Elmer P. Peter- 
son; Bernard A. Potter; Edward J. Revord; Charles Sippy; Spurgeon R. 
Svihovec; Walter F. Webber; Vincent J. Weyenberg; Robert F. Young; 
Orrin F. Zech 

PRIVATES: Robert C. Anderson; Alfred J. Backus; Harold W. Barber; 
Wendell H. Barrows; Glenn E. Bateman; John D. Bell; Alvin E. Bjork; 
Lyman J. Brovold; Ervin G. Cherrier; Arley O. Christenson; Arthur B. C. 
DeLisle; Eugene D. DeLisle; Ray L. Dorr; Donald E. Douglas; Robert E. 
Francis; Phillip F. Greening; Max W. Gunther; Robert L. Halbleib; Eugene 
A. Hebert; Earl H. Hedrington; Ben A. Horn; Lloyd G. Kaiser; Neil J. 
Kemp; Ronald V. Letendre; Lloyd D. Madson; Vernon J. Mathews; 
Forrest T. Melville; Wilson A. Michaud; Norman C. Miller; Edmund J. 
Nowak; Desmond D. O’Connell; Henry T. Olson; Norman F. Peloquin; 
Marcel G. Peterson; James A. Phillips; Clifford J. Rahn; Albert C. Rago- 
schke; Howard L. Reiter; Elmer C. Shilts; Floyd C. Smith; Kenneth C. 
Smith: Thomas F. Thornton; Vernon J. Toutant; Kenneth A. Treptow; 
Frank J. Turany; William H. Wellner; Donald R. Whitwam 

HEADQUARTERS, 2nd BATTALION, 

120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Lt. Col.: Kenneth S. White. Major: Gerald C. Maloney. 
Captain: Glen R. Hall. 1st Lts: Milton D. Berlin; Joseph C. Johnson 

HEADQUARTERS BAT I'ERY, 2nd BATTALION, 

120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Ferdinand A. Hirzy. 1st Lt: Joseph E. Ash. 2nd Lt: 
Edwin Yach 
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NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Louis K. Plank. 
Technical Sergeant: Edward F. Zaborski. Staff Sergeants: Ben P. Moran; 
Alfred G. Skalski. Sergeants: George Cashin; John J. Haka; Leonard Koehl; 
Tom Schultz; Alfred Schultz; Paul Steckel. Corporals: William Badten; 
Edmund Bartkowiak; Ray Benkc; Jack Davis; Douglas Fonstad; Donald 
Larson; Roman Kurzinski; William Siebert; William Winkler 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Donald Abrahamson; Arthur Barden; George 
Brooks; James Dehlinger; Allan Frederickson; Myron Gilkay; Ben Glennon; 
James Hucke; Clifford Kowalski; Henry Krutza; Chester Kulas; Robert 
Leyer; Ray Marshall; Robert Olson; William Ritchay; Robert Sikorski; 
Edwin Suchowski; Paul Swenson; Robert Tiderman; Fred Wilier; Ray 
Zukowski 

PRIVATES: Charles Ames; Robert Badten; Chester Bartkowiak; Robert 
Bishop; Frank Blvat; Norman Cisewski; Lester Chilsen; Henry Duda; Phil- 
lip Doyle; Ben Eiden; Calvin Fritchler; John Givinski; Lynn Hall; John 
Hintz; Kurt Hofmeister; Leonard Krasavage; Edwin Kryshak; Benedict 
Lapinski; Joseph Liverseed; Maurice Malick; Donald Merdan; Quentin 
Merrill; John Micklan; Norbert Murray; Jerome Ososki; Roman Ososki; 
Stanley Phillips; Paul Pontbriand; Ray Prokupek; James Quinn; Robert 
Redfield; Russell Sernau; Earl Smith; Jack Shorn; Arthur Waldowski; Jack 
Waldowski; Leo Waldowski Donald Weiss; Todd W inkler; Anton Zaborski ; 
August Zabrowski; George Zmuda; Donald Johnson; Ray Swannell; Milton 
Hodge ; Charles Petrick ; Clayton Randorf ; Earl Zamzow ; Theodore Smith 

BATTERY D, 120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Herbert O. Brickson. 1st Lt: Carl H. Hatch. 2nd 
Lts: Stanley E. Drapes; Chester R. Zurawaki 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Bernard F. Yulga. 
Staff Sergeant: Lee H. Krembs. Sergeants: Roman R. Jaworski; Harold L. 
Mohr; Otto F. Schneck; Harry J. Stancheck; Nick T. Theodoropoules ; 
Henry L. Yulga. Corporals: Alfred F. Frasch; Fabian H. Glodowski; Ray- 
mond G. Krasavage; Joseph C. Kresh; Robert J. Soik; Leonard J. Wro- 
blewski ; Leonard L. Zeleski 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Harold J. Badten; Raymond L. Bartkowiak; 
John C. Colby: Tony E. Drapes; Raymond J. Glodowski; Raphael J. Kos- 
tuck; Adam F. Jurgella; Ted Krasavage; Donald J. Moss; Raymond 
Mrozinski; Frank J. Notch; Anthony J. Stepaniak; John C. Van Order; 
Roman J. Rajski; Casrnir J. Walenski; Merlin M. W^arner: Raymond L. 
Wishneski; Erw'in J. Wroblewski; Henry S. Zurawski 

PRIVATES: Ernest E. Adainski; Clarence F. Ainsworth; Raymond A. 
Alakson; Stuart C. Allen; Donald O. Anderson; Robert Bartosz; Carl J. 
Bangora; Andrew J. Bekowski ; Verlon V. Bent/: Donald O. Berrys Rich- 
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ard E. Bowersock; Robert J. Borchardt; Jack C. Cauley; Alvin Chilsen; 
Leonard J. Cisewski; William J. Collins; Raymond B. Drapes; Norman J. 
Flugaur; Charles F. Foss; Joseph J. Gresiak; Otto H. Griffin; Leonard S. 
Grubba; Raymond J. Haka; Stanley Helminski; Maynard G. Hollis: 
George H. Hopkins; Ervin E. Houck; Chester V. Jurgella; Edward V. Jur- 
gella; Leonard A. Jurgella; Robert J. Klopotek; Chester Kostuchowski ; 
Chester S. Kowalski; Steve J. Krygier Jr; Joseph V. Landowski; Theodore 
P. Lepinski; Conrad E. Mattson; Richard L. Norbye; Norbert A. Orlik- 
owski; Leonard R. Pavolski; Stanley A. Polebitski; Virgil B. Polum; Bernard 
E. Rogers; Edward L. Schleis; Peter R. Schelke; Joseph J. Slusarski; Earl L. 
Standish; John C. Sterlavage; Lawrence E. Steward; George P. Strasser; 
Lewis N. Stueck; Joseph E. Sobczak; Gerald N. Vladik; Bernard B. Wal- 
doch; Francis G. Weller ; Joseph N. Whelihan; John R. Wishneski; Edmund 
J. Witkowski; Kenneth E. Wollenschlager 

BATTERY E, 120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Chester J. Severance. 1st Lt: Christian J. Randall. 
2nd Lts: Maurice A. Peerenboom; Grant Gee 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: George J. Huber. 
Staff Sergeant: Albert C. Zwicke. Sergeants: Gilbert J. Cattanach; Herbert 
H. Jackson; Robert C. Jackson; Edward J. McFarren; Herman P. Ostro- 
wski; Richard R. Snyder; Harold W. Thalacker. Corporals: Theodore F. 
Holmes; Fred F. Korbol; Layton A. Leiser; Willard F. Rath; Kenneth L. 
Sarver; Leonard J. Verjinski 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Clifford F. Anderson; James R. Bord; Lester 
L. Campbell; Phil A. Dittman; Alfred S. Ghiloni; Orville L. Goodness; 
Benjiman I. Lindner; Wesley J. Ratelle; Donald E. Rieman; Harold H. 
Schluter; George W. Schuman; Harry Smith; Donald P. Smolarek; Chester 
J. Van Ruth; Donald H. Van Ruth; Harold J. Webb; Raymond J. Winkels; 
Franklin A. Zwicke 

PRIVATES: Charles R. Adams; Anton Anderson; Wilbur E. Anderson; 
Harley H. Atwood; Malcolm R. Barnitz; Jerone C. Bartlett; Thomas P. 
Bord; Melvin R. Bowers; Lloyd E. Burt; Charles W. Collier; Clarence L. 
Coon; Howard T. Cummings; William A. Dittman; Gordon H. Eisfeldt: 
Clinton A. Falkosky; Leon A. Feit; Douglas A. Garfield; Norman E. Good- 
ness; Emery D. Hardina; Martin R. Helke; Donald- G. Henry; Lloyd J. 
Irwin; Harry V. Jarosinski; Henry F. Kamey; Arthur W. Kongenski; Mer- 
ritt P. Lake; Carl G. Layton; Lewis H. Layton; Jesse N. Leiser; Herbert H. 
Leverance; William T. Luchinske, Howard J. Mason; Frank C. Mathewson; 
Jack H. Matthews; Victor H. Meinberg; Leonard E. Oestroich, Paul G. 
Oestreich; Herbert F. Parks; Robert J. Phillips; Gaylord O. Robinson; 
Raymond E. Saeger; Raymond E. Seefelt; Carl D. Sharkey; Raymond O. 
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Shea; Robert J. Solie; Leon E. Staples; John Szyka; Leonard H. Van Ruth; 
Raymond D. VVheir; Delyle L. Winker; Henry J. Winker; Frank J. Wolfe; 
Donald C. Yetter; Adolph R. Yusten; Harv’ey S. Zwicke 

BATTERY F, 120th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Merrill, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Harvey W. Storm. 1st Lt: Elmer D. C. Kobs. 2nd 
Lts: Orlen E. Heldt; Ambrose H. Nugent; Gustave A. Ristau 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Erwin F. Tholl. 
Staff Sergeant: William S. Hill. Sergeants: Reid L. Bashman; Cecil M. 
Hill; Leon G. Holl; Harold P. Klebenow; Ingvald S. Kluxdal; Robert E. 
Matthics; Ivan C. Nelson; Victor J. Orcelletto. Corporals: Rudolph W. 
Boes; Normal H. Bootz; Eugene P. Chauvin Jr; Douglas C. Cole; Robert 
A. Dupke; Donald J. Finn; Conrad H. Hass; Cuban C. Matthies; Adelbert 
H. Rosenkranz; Chester H. Rutell; Harold R. Wetzel 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Ernest C. Anderson; Charles A. Annis; Ger- 
ald H. Bettin; Earl W. Chattin Jr; Herman W. Dassow; Myron E. Frazier; 
John H. Gremler; Alfred E. Hinz; Alfred P. Jirovec; Lawrence G. Krueger; 
Leonard H. Lembrecht; Leo W. Lindstrom; Anthony W. Maschke; Marvin 
J. Naramore; Clarence E. Neubauer; Milton A. Noel; Elton L. Nugent; 
Alvin J. Schroeder; James E. Swope; Floyd W. Taylor; LaVern R. Wieden- 
hoft; Warren G. Zellmer 

PRIVATES: Daniel G. Ament; Roy G. Anderson; Robert W. Arndt; Clif- 
ford L. Biggs; Robert H. Blanchfield; Edward L. Callos; Clarence L. 
Chauvin; Harold J. Chauvin; Charles E. Dane; Hany C. Disbrow; Daniel 
W. Fink; Bernard L. Fuller; Walter D. Gilson; Erich H. Heinichen; John J. 
Jirovec; Melvin C. Johnson; Robert J. Kellar; Lyndon K. Klebenow; Earl 

E. Krueger; Edgar H. Krueger; Albert A. Kunke; George P. Lambrecht; 
Raymond F. Lawson; Elroy L. Lemke; Louis L. Lokemoen; William W. 
Maas; Orville F. Majerus; Norman E. Mittlesteadt ; Norman L. Pankow; 
Wilburn S. Perry; Herbert H. Peterson; Leo W. Podoweltz; Stanley A. 
Rahlf; Robert E. Snow; Earl W. Steffenhageu; Kermit M. Swope; Earl 

F. Baughan; John E. Wadinski; Lorenz F. Wais; Albert H. Wendt Jr.; 
George L. Wood ; Lorin F. Zortman 

121st FIELD ARTILLERY 

OFFICERS: Colonel Waldemar F. Breidster, Commanding. Lt. Cols: Ed- 
ward A. Bolzendahl; John C. Fritschler; Kellogg W. Harkins. Majors: 
George C. Eilers; Hany T. Kelcham; Henry J. Lurquin; Harold Nebel; 
Ross J. Quatsoe. Captains: Gilbert C. Barnes; Hubert D. Barnes; John A. 
Dunlap; Howard F. Haupt; Clark A. Ingli; Chester B. Michel; Ray A. 
Nichols; Robert H. Pratt; Carl J. Rhodes; Earl J. Rice; Archie C. Tweit; 
James H. Van Wagenen; Paul F. Weber. 1st Lts: Melvin L. Derong 
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Clarence C. Hicks; Walter F. Hoffman; Thomas J. Makal; Frank W. 
Mostek; Richard J. Muenzner; Richard J. Forth; Carl J. Rauwald; Norman 
J. Roth; Harold A. Segerstrom; William G. Tisdale; John J. Toman; Em- 
mery E. Tucker; Paul E. Wright; Harold W. Zum; Joe G. Zwart. 2nd Lts: 
John W. Brown; Richard C. Burdick; Francis E. Cornwell; John J. Dona- 
hue; Bert J. Dunlap; Ray A. Ehn; Gary A. Francken; Russell R. Hansen; 
David W. Herb; Hans W. Helm; Riley D. Robinson; Donald J. Stickler; 
Olliver M. Tucker 

ATTACHED: 2nd Lts: Gerald E. Burnham; Paul M. Gross; Marvin D. 
Johnson; Thomas J. Kelly; George H. Luce; Robert A. Moser; Robert G. 
Schaefer; John C. Starkweather; Phillip M. Weisen 

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
Abbotsford, Wisconsin 
OFFICERS: Captain: Archie C. Tweit 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Wilbur E. Kueh- 
nast. First Sergeant: Elroy J. Tesmer. Technical Sergeant: Ruben G. 
Plattcter. Staff Sergeants: Leonard G. Colby; Robert S. Henkel; Arthur J. 
Meschefske; Glenn W. Misener. Sergeants: Raymond A. Hirsch; Donald T. 
Ketcham; Harold F. Merwin; Dale A. Ouimette; William E. Wilde. Cor- 
porals: Robert W. Bogaard; Edward O. Herrmann; Charles L. Goelden; 
Virgil W. Lindahl; William L. Melvin; Merlin A. Platteter 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Emil Aberle; Joseph J. Beyerl; Darrel N. Bob- 
be; Dale R. Elliott; Clarence A. Fenske; John J. Frane; Glen J. Frome; 
Fred O. Garbrecht; Niles H. Hamilton; Clarence C. Hoeft; Martin W. 
Lueck; Lowell H. Maxem; Gordon L. Miller; Frank L. Nikolay; Leslie A. 
Spurgin 

PRIVATES: Otto W. Benz; Leon R. Beyerl; Raymond E. Billeb; Gerald 

E. Bleck; Victor A. Boss; Frederick W. Bunnell; Ercell F. Burhop; Robert G. 
Cody; Lester E. Dake; Otto H. Dins; Edward J. Duellman; Paul A. Hein; 
Gordon E. Heggesta; Clifford A. Herman; Arthur G. Jolivette; Raymond 

F. Kadonsky; Harold C. Kaski; Jerome E. Kronschnabl; Harold J. Martens; 
Harry L. Mazicwicz; Lance J. Novak; Raymond W. O’Connor; Conrad J. 
Orth; John L. Ovans; Orville C. Phillipsj Melvin E. R. Podevels; Reuben 
P. Pueschner; Chester H. Reeves; Arthur M. Schraufnagel ; Cletus A. 
Schraufnagcl ; Roland E. Strasburg; Harold J. Ven Rooy; Henry M. Weix; 
Clifford F. Walhart 

SERVICE BATTERY, 121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
Mauston, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Chester B. Michel. 1st Lt: Norman J. Roth. 2nd Lts: 
Russell P. Hansen ; Riley D. Robinson 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: Nathan D. 
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Brown; Winfield R. Mac Donald. Staff" Sergeants: Arthur B. Eggler; 
Edwin B. Rogers; Carl E. Wilke 

PRI"VATES FIRST CLASS: Earl L. Coles; Garvin H. Granger; Willard 
F. Schultz; George L. Walter; Gene Zilinski 

PRIVATES: Elmer E. Betts; Harry C. Blazewicz; Frank J. Bohatta; Clin- 
ton G. Carter; Orlando G. Curtis; August A. Edgerton; John P. Edgerton; 
Milo L. Edgerton; Evert L. Eldred; Floyd R. Fogle; Gaylord H. Grefe; Matt 
A. Herriot; Anthony B. Husar; John A. Karas; John H. Kanarowski; John 
P. Madden; Russell R. Pharo; Arnold R. Rettammel; Arthur E. Rettammel; 
Edward A. Rettammel; Herbert S. Roth; Herbert W. Rowe; Gerald L. 
Schoonover; Wilfred M. Schoonover; Robert W. Smart; Emery R. Wright 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, 121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Major: Harold Nebel. 1st Lt: Walter F. Hoffmann 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Staff Sergeant: Russell C. Veenen- 
daal. Sergeants: Donald J. Maceau; Joseph J. Rodgers; William W. West. 
Corporals : Norbert A. Schneck 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: George F. Behling; Robert J. Freytag; Ed- 
ward S. Hammermeister ; Harold V. Kelly; Merlin J. Lieg; Azzan C. Mc- 
Kagan; William A. Pagel; Willis P. Patzer; Quentin E. Picciolo; Donald O. 
Puls 

PRIVATES: Charles E. Dineen; George R. Dobrogowski; Norman B. 
Dreckmann; Stephen H. Feller; L^man H. Fischer; Horton S. Fletcher; 
Donald J. Galipeau; Donald D. Hartung; Charles Hendricksen; Edward E. 
Honegger; Robert J. Kellerman; John J. Kuczkowski; Charles J. Lahoda; 
Harry Langenbacher ; Frank W. Miaskowski; Frank E. Paschke; Theodore 
Passer; Russell Petersdorf; Harold M. Reiger; Alfred H. Schauble; Robert 
J. Sharlein ; Norbert Tilidetzkc ; Jack B. Will ; Joseph W. Wolf ; Steven J. 
Zovnic 


BAND, 121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
Janesville, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Warrant Officer: Er\in J. Sartell 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Alfred A. Mc- 
Gill. Staff Sergeant: Harry T. Dransfield. Sergeants: Earl W. Galle; Harv'ey 
T. Helbig; Frank R. Lowry; Hollis U. Two. Corporals: Ervin J. Sartell Jr; 
Russell S. Venaas 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Henry A. Anderson: Peter A. Cangelosi; The- 
odore W. Clarke; Robinson F. Edgar; John B. Fountain; Ralph S. Grindle; 
Donald K. Heise; William C. Herro; Kenneth G. Hoagiie; Charles E. Hu- 
gill; Wesley G. Nicholls; Vernard L. Sanborn; Melvin S. Sharkey; Daniel 
E. Sheridan; Orvie H. Skolos; Herbert J. Steffens; Maurice T. Thompson; 
Donald J. Williams 
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HEADQUARTERS, 1st BATTALION, 

121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
Hartford, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Lt. Col: John C. Fritchler. Major: Ross J. Quatsoe. Captain: 
Hubert D. Barnes. 1st Lts: Joe G. Zwart; Emmery E. Tucker 

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 1st BATTALION, 

121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
Hartford, Wisconsin 
OFFICERS: Captain: Carl J. Rhodes 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Horace A. Alden. 
Technical Sergeant: Maxwell F. Rhodes. Staff Sergeants: Benjamin L. Al- 
ton ; Charles A. Alton ; John Luttropp. Sergeants: Vincent M. Hesperich; 
Russell C. Spuhler; Donald F. Striegel; Gerald E. Wenzel. Corporals: 
Maurice D. Mountin; Joseph J. Weinert 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Sherman C. Carr; Harry E. Doubleday; John 
L. Klier; Elmer F. Loos; Edward Rakowski; Henry E. Ryan; Raymond W. 
Tesch 

PRIVATES: Joseph J. Ahrens; Oscar W. Bellman; Robert D. Berlowitz; 
Kenneth K. Bielaski; Thomas J. Buckley; Wilbur O. Carr; Corinth I. Chev- 
alier; James C. Clark; Glen J. Cooper; Orville L. Cooper; Joseph J. Daniels; 
Carl Deis; Clyde E. Dukelow; Robert A. Emmer; Richard J. Fries; Henry T. 
Goetz; Arnold J. Gundrum; Elmer J. Handel; Wallace F. Horsch; George 
A. Kircher; Edward E. Klumb; Daniel T. Kohl; Ervin L. Kohl; Armand 
Lackas; Donald R. Lambert; Clarence F. Lehman; Anthony L. Lishka; 
Joseph T. Lynch; George F. MacPherson; Frederick W. Meissner; Charles 
A. Nauert; Bernard E. Neu; Carl O. Oase; Donald H. Riley; Walter E. 
Riley; Gerald L. Sampica; Lester A. Schatz; Anthony W. Schmitt; Robert 
Schwartz; Kenneth D. Simpson; Leroy W. Spaeth; Marcel W. Starr; Leo- 
nard B. Tippelt; Rudolph Vrana; Edward L. Walsh; James M. Walsh; 
Frank Wegner; Gordon R. Wenzel; Leonard J. Wenzel; Franklin W. 
Wickert; Henry G. Wiedman; Henry W. Wendorf; Leslie E. Wendorf; 
Robert L. Younker; Clarence P. Zum 

BATTERY A, 121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Earl J. Rice. 1st Lt: Emmery E. Tucker. 2nd Lts: 
Bert J. Dunlap; Hans W. Helm 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Fred W. Lick. Staff 
Sergeant: Datus B. Owen. Sergeants: Benjamin M. Berkowick; Lester J. 
Hart; George L. Ludorf; John Saffouri; Burton H. Sharping; Frederick E. 
Staples; George H. Urban. Corporals: George A. Borgo; William E. Han- 
non; Walter E. Hart; Kenneth H. Ramthun; William A. Schultz; Merton 
J. Setzke; Milton H. Urban 
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PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Edward F. Canning; Richard L. Denney; 
Chester D. Dibley; CliflFord R. Inman; Frank A. Klobuchar; Robert A. 
Kunde; Cyril Mielcarek; Russell J. Neumann; John P. Palkowitz; Gregory 
J. Schultz; Walter V. Scott; Wilbert Urban 

PRIVATES: John G. Balber; Lawrence J. Barth; John T. Beard; Wayne 
W. Bevirt; Raymond F. Blawat; Walter A Bumick; Theodore J. Christy; 
Frank T. Ciurro; John T. Cmelak; John A. Coll; John E. Connolly; 
Florence R. Considine; Victor R. Code; Norman W. Crantz; Dolfee J. 
Doellingen; Douglas E. Eastman; Harold F. Enk; Leroy E. Fabian; Gordon 
E. Fabry; Charles R. Cans; Herbert C. Gardner; Joseph F. Geracie; Lloyd 
R. Graff; Joseph J. Grass; Frank H. Groninger; John P. Harmeyer; John 
D. Harrigan; Lester W. Hedtke; Wayne A. Herman; John C. Holman; 
William G. Holman; Stephen Horvatich; Roy E. Howe; Raymond L. In- 
man; Jerome A. Jeske; Arnold J. Kaezmarek; James E. Kaegler; Herman 
J. Kampo; Francis W. Keil; Henry Kleba; Allen V. Kopplin; Frank A. 
Kozik; Herbert Kranitz; Francis W. Krowski; Richard J. Kuhagen; Daniel 
D. Kunde; William R. LaBadie; Willard J. LaMarche; James W. LaMora; 
Walter J. Lawrence; Robert R. Ledin; Ralph F. Logan; Robert T. Logan; 
George A. Ludington; Lawrence J. Matusiak; Harold C. Myers; Raymond 
L. Michaud; Robert M. Miller; Warren E. Mueller; Donald L. Murphy; 
Robert M. Naslund; Francis J. O’Brien; Walter J. Opalewski; Frank C. 
Parr; Frank C. Parys; John E. Radke; Edward Respondek; William A. 
Rogge; Michael Sansone; William J. Sapienza; John Schmeller; Earl E. 
Schonack; Steve C. Schwartz; Anthony J. Serio; Charles J. Serio; Edward 
R. Sharon; Stanley A. Sherosky; Theodore R. Swenson; Joseph M. Szcze- 
paniak; Charles E. Thompson; August W. Urban; Ralph A. Vander- 
Bloomer; Richard J. Vrzal; Joseph L. Ward; Ora L. Warren; William P. 
Weitz; Raymond R. Werner; Wilton H. Wolf; George R. Zinuticz 

BATTERY B, 12lst FIELD ARTILLERY 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Ray A. Nichols. 2nd Lts: Gerald E. Burnham; Gary 
A. Francken; Donald Stickler 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Fii^st Sergeant: Gabriel J. Biemeret. 
Staff Sergeant: Clarence L. Pasterski. Sergeants: Louis J. Charles; Carl 
H. Gerke; Charles A. Hill; Irvin D. Kerin; Gordon F. Nys; Joseph P. Pion- 
tek; Edward L. Pouwels; George J. Van Remortel. Corporals; Leo S. Chris- 
tensen; Bernard J. DeBauche; Rodger E. Herbst; Robert F. Johnson; 
Donald P. Joly; Byron M. Kerin; Milo J. Kerin; Edward Molik; Eugene L. 
Noth; Norbert F. Peters; Francis V. Piaskowski; James E. Quigley; Warren 
J. Simonet; Bernard J. Smits; Norbert K. Wallenfang 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Norbert J. Allcox; John Bardouchc; Robert 
W. Bartell; Robert J. Bouche; Steve A. buL;.\lski; Mertin F. Carroll; Victor 
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T. Collard; George A. Feldt; Norman B. Felser; James J. Francken; Albert 
H. Gillis; Leon F. Herlache; Bernard J. Hopman; Ralph F. Howard; Ger- 
ald M. Jantz; Robert E. Jelinski; Harold E. Johanski; Peter Korpowski; 
Clayton G. Martens; Robert G. Milquet; William N. Moore; Winford E. 
Peters; Chester C. Piontek; Norbert J. Savageau; Edward G. Schmidt; 
Louis M. Steffens; Donald F. Turriff; Joseph J. Van Wassenhoven; George 
W. Wallenfang; Francis J. Watermolen; Christian A. Wellens; Wilbert H. 
Wellens 

PRIVATES: Alex Baker; Robert E. Bersch; Arnold A. Buntin; Oliver H. 
Bushman; Frank L. Byrnes; Myron F. Camper; Robert L. Capelle; Robert 
J. Collins; Gordon W. Coppens; Warren M. Coppens; Ronald G. De- 
Bauche; Harold W. Desotelle; William J. Deuster; Richard C. Fischer; 
George C. Forst; Charles F. Gallagher; Roger G. Garot; Lawrence F. Ger- 
czak; Elmer J. Gerondale; Russell E. Giese; Lawrence P. Gittens; Austin A. 
Hayden; Carl T. Hendricks; Thomas L. Hubert; Richard H. Jansen; Ed- 
ward B. Kazik; Milton J. Kitts; Carlton L. Knuth; John J. Kukla; Vernon 
L. LaPage; Clayton A. Liebergen; Wesley J. Lindell; Alvin A. Lochman; 
Dominic J. Loonsfoot; William H. Mande; John W. McNamara; Vincent 
J. McSorley; Henry L. Mincheski; Edward H. Moenssens; Ronald F. 
Motiff; Ronald J. Patton; Francis L. Peters; John P. Piontek; William E. 
Pranke; Arnold Rosenberg; Arthur L. Sawyer; Michael L. Segersin; Patrick 
O. Segersin; Norris Skenandore; Robert C. Smet; Harold J. Terp; Robert 
J. Tiesling; Glenn L. Timmerman; Tracy Tomcheck; William G. Tuyls; 
Gordon P. Van Bellinger; Anthony F. Van Remortel; Joseph M. Walch; 
Chester A. Wallace; John W. Wallace; Daniel D. Walschinski; Marvin A. 
Watermolen; Arthur H. Wellens; Peter F. Wiltzius; Urban J. Wright 

BATTERY C, 121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Hubert D. Barnes. 1st Lt: Paul E. Wright. 2nd Lts: 
Richard C. Burdick ; Marvin D. Johnson 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Floyd E. Carpen- 
ter. Staff Sergeant: William J. Stutson. Sergeants: Frank N. Feren; Alvin 
R. Hackbarth; Daniel F. Kruegel; Herman W. Riedeburg; Wilbur E. Ryan; 
Norbert B. Underwood; Frederick J. Van Roo; Robert H. Winkenwcrder. 
Corporals: Edward S. Adler; Stephen A. Beecher; Lloyd C. Draeger; Leon- 
ard V. Hinkley; Gilbert B. Jacobs; John D. Kelley; Donald C. Koehn; 
Howard D. Murphy; John C. Ochnikowski; Chester J. Ranski; Quentin C. 
Rondeau; Thomas R. Tausend; Walter B. Werner; Robert C. Wysocki 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Concerro G. Alberte; Walter F. Bassemann; 
Roy M. Baston; William F. Buckley; George E. Canak; Francis P. Goode; 
Lambert M. Fueger; Edward L. Haefer; Kendall V. Haughtelin; Kenneth 
A. Henning; Norbert A. Hoerl; John F. Kolafa; Frank Marver; John C. 
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Muqjhy; Anton I. Novak; John J. Reis; David D. Richards; Mangin E. 
Roeseler; Marvin E. StefTen; Louis A. Stepman; Robert E. Stockwell; 
Howard E. Trepanier; Henry G. Trinkner; Robert J. Wagner; Robert E. 
Westphal ; Robert J. Witzlsteiner 

PRIVATES. Adolph H. Andersen; William J. Babcock; Alvin R. Barutha; 
Russell W. Baumann; George J. Bohling; Walter M. Bromaghim; Junior C. 
Burger; Robert W. Casey; Cortez C. Cheney; Robert R. Conroy; Fred S. 
Cordes; John V. Dietrich; Oliver J. Dlouhy; Francis B. Eggenberger; 
Elmer H. Engh; John W. Engh; Arthur F. Gauerke; Robert F. Habegger; 
Eugene A. Hackbarth; Robert L. Hascall; Donald C. Hauerwas; Jack F. 
Hauerwas ; William Hayes ; Howard J. Hentz ; Elmer W. Hollmann ; Sheldon 

L. Holtsapple; Frederick L. Jaenecke; Henry J. Jankowski; Edwin W. Jas- 
trow; Raymond P. John; Gordon D. Kellom; Edward J. Kochanski; George 
P. Kunikowski; Carl G. Lang; Clarence F. Lang; Alan M. Lauer; Allen C. 
Lessley; Ansel W. Luedke; Kenneth Marsh; William G. Nahorn; Harlow D. 
Norton; Anthony T. Novakovich; Henry Ries; Michael J. Roche; Earl A. 
St. George; Harold A. Schilling; Walter D. Shumake; Edgar F. Stamm; 
Edward P. Stamm; John C. Stritesky; Sylvester J. Svehlek; Eli J. Turner; 
Clarence E. Voeltner; Bernard J. Weber; Gilbert C. Weber; Edward A. 
Zauner; Joseph R. Zepezauer; Theodore S. Rogowski 

HEADQUARTERS 2nd BATTALION, 121st FIELD ARTILLERY 

River Falls, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS; Lt. Col: Kellog W. Harkins. Major: Henry J. Lurquin. Cap- 
tain; Robert H. Pratt. 1st Lt: Thomas J. Makal 

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 2nd BATTALION, 

121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
River Falls, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Paul F. Weber. 1st Lt: Harold A. Segerstrom. 2nd 
Lt: Francis E. Cornwell 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Harold L. Baker. 
Technical Sergeant: Lynn W. Jackman. Staff Sergeants: James Hagen; 
Marshall W. Thomson. Sergeants: Gordon W. Jackman; Allis C. Jemey; 
Howard B. Junkman; Lyman C. Morrow. Corporals: Jerold J. Quandt; 
Lester A. Uren; Nevin C. White 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Douglas L. Boles; Robert E. Busby; Robert 

M. Goldenstedt; Harold E. Jackman; William R. Junkman; Earl W. Keith; 
Harold C. Larson; James S. Linehan; Robert D. Platte: Mer\in N. Sather; 
Robert E. Stillman 

PRIVATES: Paige N. Adams; Quentin N. Anderseon; Marlen H. Auman; 
Floyd J. Beck; James W. Bell; Harold W. Camp; Marvin E. Cemohous; 
George W. Chapman; Irving P. Cowen; Milton C. Davison; Ganus J. Deiss; 
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Gordon C. Geving; Dale E. Gordon; Melvin C. Greene; William C. Hacker; 
Ruben H. Hamman; George J. Hilbert; Gilbert A. Holmstoen; Charles F. 
Hutera; LeRoy K. Jackman; William G. Jacques; Donald E. Johnson; 
Joseph V. Johnson; Eugene L. Kay; Vernon F. Keith; Lester H. Knapp; 
Leo E. Knoblauch; Claude R. Larrabee; Walter E. Linjer; John P. Loftus; 
Samuel A. Martin; Joseph P. McCarthy; Thomas L. McDonald; James D. 
McMullen; Stanley A. Meier; Laurence A. Mueller; Robert E. Olson; 
Edward A. Overman; Frederick J. Pechacek; Albert C. Pedersen; Elza L. 
Phillips; George E. Porter; Phillip W. Ramer; Robert W. Schwalen; Claude 
V. Siebold; Malcolm J. Stoetzel; Robert I. Tann; Vernon O. TeWinkel; 
Milo G. Wassberg; Roville F. Weishaar; Keith A. Winchell; Glen M. Wolf 

BATTERY D, 121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: 1st Lt: John J. Toman. 2nd Lts: John W. Brown; Thomas J. 
Kelly; George H. Luce; John C. Starkweather; Philip M. Weisen 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Joseph W. Stier- 
man. Staff Sergeant: Harlow C. Reseburg. Sergeants: Patrick 'V. Dembney; 
Joseph E. Steckel. Corporals: Edward H. Billeb; Ray W. Bolzendahl; Fer- 
dinand L. Frankenberger ; Jack Kehres; Eric L. Peterson; Harold J. Tobin; 
John D. Wood ; Victor B. Ziegler 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Russell T. Berres; Walter L. Buuck; John M. 
Carp; Edward J. Doyle; Florian E. Flayter; Hugo W. Hartman; Eugene 
C. Howard; Charles R. Makowski; Don F. Mueller; Roland J. Ryan; Roy 
J. Schier; Walter P. Schnapp; Eugene C. Wuensch 

PRIVATES: Frederick Y. Andrews; William L. Bailey; Paul H. Becker; 
Elmer D. Beaver; Roman J. Berka; Jesse R. Blunt Jr; Theodore P. Borowski; 
Roy H. Comstock; James W. Clark; Edwin H. Colleran Jr; Thomas J. 
Dalton; Eugene I. Danowski; John G. Dom; Myron Dupas; Raymond J. 
Duensing; Myron A. Elliott; Clifford C. Harsh; Calvin F. Greenwald; 
Roland S. Groth; Harry Homer Hall; Frank A. Chorich; George C. Hartert; 
LeRoy C. Hoffman; John D. Jacobsen Jr; Donald E. Jennings; William N. 
Johnson; Stephen M. Keinrath; John V. Kellner; Robert Q. Kellner; 
Craig L. Kennedy; Robert W. Kircher; John W. Kitzinger; Lester M. 
Koelsch; Steve R. Kowalewski; John W. Krueger; Norbert R. Krzywda; 
Byron B. Lambert; Kenneth A. Lechner; Earl G. Lehal; Gilbert T. Lesky; 
Hubert J. Lousberg; Chester F. Ludwig; Jerry J. Magolan; Michael F. 
Maher; Frank S. Markiewiez; Max M. Markowitz; Donald J. McAdams; 
Philip J. McGowan; Edward J. McQueen; Carl O. Meier; Charles J. 
Meyer; Norman C. Meyer; Raymond J. Meyer; Joseph A. Mikolajczak Jr; 
Lawrence S. Mrozak; Ervin A. Murawski; Louis A. Nolle; Robert F. Nusz- 
baum; James L. Pelegrin; James S. Plotkin; Herbert A. Popinski; Walter 
Rachalske; Joseph L. Rapant; Robert J. Reed; Robert L. Reynolds; Ralph 
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W. Richter; Robert M. Rick; William E. Rick; Walter P. Ritter; Joseph R. 
Ryan; Henry F. Schweitzer; Russell J. Smith; Stephen F. St. Clair; Jack 
. C. Sylvester; Eugene C. Szymanski; Robert W. Toussaint; Bernard B. Triba; 
Stephan A. Vento; William W. Voelz; Frederick R. Voight; Walter H. 
Waszak; Kenneth L. Weidemann; Richard A. Wilke; James E. Wanvig; 
Edward Koniecki 

BATTERY E, 121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS; Captain: Howard F. Haupt. 1st Lt: Carl J. Rauwald. 2nd 
Lts: John J. Donahue; Raymond A. Ehn; Gerald E. Burnham; Robert A. 
Moser 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Carlyle J. Heath- 
cote. Stair Sergeant: John C. Bayer. Sergeants: Joseph C. Binder; Lambert 
W. Heintz; Kurt O. Kaiser Jr; William B. Lake; Anton G. Pegis; Frank A. 
Sardy. Corporals; Alexander F. Behr; Robert J. Binder; James H. Bolin; 
Robert J. Greenman; Harry C. Grutza; Frank Krzoski; LeRoy L. Leitner; 
James J. MacGillis; Joseph W. Muehl; John H. Ballering; Ernest A. Brunk; 
James E. Donahue; Charles H. Ferber; Lorenz W. Hanke; Joseph H. 
Jeanes; Jerome J. Runte; Edward A. Reynolds 

PRIVATES: Melvin H. Barrick; Mike J. Bavle; Walter C. Blachowski; 
Paul I. Bloomquist; George E. Bohlman; Mathew G. Bowman; Chester O. 
Bragstad; Frederick C. Braun; Clark B. Carrier; Eugene R. Christensen; 
Robert O. Clanton; Byron J. Donley; Michael D. Dubinski; Robert F. Duwe; 
Gerhart A. Fischer; Elroy C. Foley; Phillip Gaglione; James R. Garrison; 
Stanley A. Gaszak; Donald J. Godfrey; Robert A. Green; Gerald W. Grimes; 
Bernard A. Grintjes; Harold I. Grossmeyer; Henry S. Gruenewald; Clarence 
R. Grunert; Ralph F. Hague; Eugene L. Halonen; John J. Hanley; Elmer 
E. Hess; Francis A. Hicks; Lyle E. HoflF; Lester W. Huck; Gilbert J. Jank- 
owiak; Lloyd G. Johnston; Ernest C. Jones; Leland A. Jones; James A. 
Justen; Anton F. Kendl; Leonard A. Kinville; Lawrence E. Land; George 
H. Ledermann; Warren F. Lightner; John F. McClellan; Felix J. McCor- 
mick; Charles L. McGinnis; Neil P. McGurk; William J. McNulty; Frank 
J. Maciejewski; Wallace C. Marshall; Jack R. Matthews; Arthur J. Mat- 
thiessen; Chester R. Metzke; Milton J. Meurett; Arthur Miljatovich; Emil 
E. Muchka; Edwin J. Netzel; Frank J. Niebojewski; Frank Oberndorfer; 
Robert W. Pagel; John R. Pankratz; Alex P. Petushek; Andrew R. Platt; 
.Albert J. Pocian; Raymond R. Preiss; Jack T. Prescott; Dale B. Purdy; 
William J. Rauwald; William H. Reed; Owen P. Rexford; Ernest E. 
Roberts; ClifTord A. Scheffler; Hilton J. Schmidt; NoiTnan W. Schroeder; 
Melvin A. .Schultz : Sylvester S. .Senk; Charles G. Sheahan; John V. Shi- 
man; Peter J. Shust; Donald H. Smith; Wallis M. Smith; Gerald J. Span- 
ley; Allen R. Swanson; Walter G. .Swanson; Joseph H. Thelaner; Paul J. 
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Tiefenthalcr ; Robert E. Torbeck; Conrad M. Turkowitch; Edmond G 
Volk; William R. Wagner; Wallace S. Wentland; Arthur J. Wielgosz; 
Edward C. Wierl; Anton S. Wirtz; John M. Wordingham; Raymond G. 
Wrobbel; Frank H. Yaffe; John J. Zamlen; Robert E. Wesenberg; Athol 
J. Fottler 


BATTERY F, 121st FIELD ARTILLERY 
Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: John A. Dunlap. 1st Lt: Melvin A. Derong. 2nd Lts: 
David W. Herb; Paul M. Gross; Robert G. Schaefer; Olliver M. Tucker 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: Alvin F. Gehrke; Leo- 
nard J. Ochnikowski ; Wayne E. Quick; Edward E. J. Sawicki; Roy A. 
Steele; Harold R. Van Acker. Corporals: Joseph S. Alvadj; Harold P. Ben- 
no; Wilbur A. Boesse; Harold H. Hofschulz; Leon L. Lambach; Severyn S. 
Pacholski; Earl W. Phillips; Herbert Smith; Edward F. Schill; Warren C. 
Smith; Arnold J. Wimer 

PRIVATES FIRSl' CLASS: Kenneth B. Baldner; Watson N. Beardsley; 
Charles R. Briggs; Walter J. Briggs; Roy W. Collins; Clifford T. Gamroth; 
Robert E. Gaulke; George H. Holton; John Junek; Joseph Ketterer; Robert 
J. Lukowitz; Terrance W. Mahoney; Isadore Marini; Peter J. McEachron; 
Richard J. Miller; Charles R. Pohle; Warren H. Price; Norman Rappaport; 
Robert J. Schill; Clarence C. Schultz; John J. Stein; Harold C. Wright; 
Roman J. Zylka 

PRIVATES: Marshall C. Beecher; Andrew Belficld; Donald F. Biehn; 
Harvey C. Brah; Clarence S. Brah; John Bruder; Irvin J. Bruhn; Allen R. 
Calhoun; Lawrence Caracci; Edward E. Deno; Alfred DeQuardo; John J. 
Dicristo; Edward Eyerman; Earnst J. Falk; Ambrose J. Feurstahler; John 
E. Gcrek; Alexander J. Gradian; Jerry R. Hammerschmidt ; Gerald L. 
Hcartlcin; Joseph P. Heisl; Clarence G. Henninger; Earl V. Hilmes; Glen 
W. Howard: John E. Jaworski; Harry J. Kasik; Joseph J. Korinek; Michael 
E. Krueger; Milton I. Kutz; George C. Manumaki; Norbert J. Mathea; 
John J. Pfeiffer; Melvin A. McCormick; John Neilson; Thomas A. Nico- 
sia; Heinz E. Oberdorf; Rolf Olsen; Henry G.-Peplinski; Kenneth M. Per- 
gande; Frank G. Preuss; Benjamin J. Radder; Louis A. Ritter; Chester G. 
Roberts; Warren E. Schmidt; John M. Schneider; Alroy E. Schultz; 
Michael A. Schulze; William H. Shaver; Denis E. Sheahan; Arthur J. 
Steinbach; Wilmer H. Stoflet; George W. Striepling; Theodore Thompson; 
Ralph L. 'I'obian; Andy J. Valnik; Frank H. Wagner; Richard Warren; 
James F. Weinholt; Irvin Weitzman; James R. Williams; Howard Wilson; 
George Wong; Raymond A. Zarling; Lloyd M. Schuyler; Rupert S. Adams; 
Clayton J. Johnson; Wenzel Wallenfang; Kyle B. Bangle; Stanley P. 
Wallace; Leonard P. DeGroot; Ashley H. Rhoades; Milton G. Krueger; 
Roland G. Bullion; Douglas C. Ware 
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HEADQUARTERS, 126th FIELD ARTILLERY 

OFFICERS; Lt. Cols: John D. Alexander; Frederick C. T. John; Rudolph 
H. Mieding 

MAJORS; Erwin P. Beyer; Everett C. Hart; Stanley W. Hollenbeck 
CAPTAINS: Albert E. Axtell; Cleburne S. Bender; Francis J. Bloodgood; 
Edward L. Carmichael ; Walter C. Crocker; Orby F. Dandois; Gilbert W. 
Embury; Otto B. Hinz; Francis N. Knope; Charles V. Narlow; Melbume 
E. Rabedeau; Bernard J. Richter; Joseph G. Richter; Anton J. Schramel; 
Otto F. Schroeder; William A. Sherman; Herbert E. Whitaker 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS: Emin C. Biesel; Clifton G. Burke; John C. 
Burke; Claude P. Craemer; Chester L. Davenport; Robert W. Dobbins; 
Gilbert A. Johnson; Walter J. Kaiser; Lawrence Modder; Walter E. Nie- 
man; Joe Polgar; Max Rohr Jr; Harry C. Petros; Robert P. Schulz; Clarence 
J. Wiedman; Paul K. Wiley 

SECOND LIEUTENANTS: Harry J. Barbera; James E. Bliss; Harry F. 
Bukoski; Theodore W. Conter; Omar S. Crocker; Edward I. Davenport; 
Albert J. Gimler; Eldon A. Haese; Edward A. Hartl; Charles E. Hinkson; 
Norbert G. Josten; Walter A. Laing; Francis E. Lang; William F. Lorenz 
Jr; Frank X. Mages; Lyle F. Milligan; Hubert P. Ohm; Clifton J. Pierce; 
Lyle G. Reinhard; Harold J. Retallick; Emin A. Schaffer; Robert F. 
Schneider; Gaylord E. Shepard; Charles R. Smith; Robert H. Storts; Ray 
C. Stylow ; Melvin S. Zahn 
WARRANT OFFICER: William E. Hart 

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 126th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Orby F. Dandois. 1st Lts: Emin C. Biesel; Law- 
rence Modder. 2nd Lts: Charles E. Ninkson; Clifton J. Pierce 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: Raymond A. 
Lynch; Paul J. Mineau; Edward H. Schermacher. First Sergeant: Glen F. 
Gibson. Technical Sergeant: Kenneth E. Schoen. Staff Sergeants: Clarence 
T. Danen; Robert J. Becker; Norman F. Fredrickson; Milton J. Johnson; 
James D. LaHaye. Sergeants: Warren E. DeNamur; Elmer J. Martin; Fran- 
cis C. Molik; Clarendon J. Sargent; Werner O. Schlegelmilch. Corporals: 
Leo J. Hugenroth; John B. Molik; Vernon H. Plinske; Marvin R. Smeester 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Carl A. Anderson; Connie H. Babler; Robert 

G. Brazner; Mathew T. Defnet; Roger R. Dery; Merlin J. Dreier; Joseph C. 
Farrell; Ralph C. Frasher; Roland W. Gille; Robert H. Goudy; Lee E. 
Hoerres; Harold L. Johnson; Francis J. Jonet; Robert H. LaCourt; Joseph 

H. LaTour: Irvin H. Lambert; Harold D. Lardinois; Fred G. Liebman; 
William P. Laundrie; Robert E. Lunch: Raymond J. Roznsoki; Virgil R. 
Schoen; Harry A. Schwartz; Gordon H. Smits; Leonard J. Srenaski; Robert 
E. Schroeder; Francis X. Simon 
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PRIVATES: John J. Aerts; Harold R. Armitage; Robert F. Banta; William 
P. Barabas; Anthony F. Barta; Darrell O. Berceau; Robert F. Bins; Henry 
J. Bos; Bernard M. Bredael; William C. J. Clark; Kenneth E. Glosser; 
Harold J. Cormier; William V. DeNoble; Donald J. Derbique; Ralph J. 
Donarski; Richard C. DonLevy; Robert E. Duket; Robert R. DuPont; 
Willard J. Dwyer; Robert F. Fischer; George O. Forsythe; Charles B. Get- 
tleman; Henry T. Gevaert; Frank L. Gregozeski; Harold R. Haack; William 
P. Hansen; LeMoine J. Heitzks; Alden J. Klesges; Donald Kolbusz; Edward 
R. Kuklinski; Normbert N. Lambert; Alvin W. Lindner; Norman C. Luede- 
man; William J. Maytum; Thomas J. McCarey; John D. Mroczynski; 
Ervin J. Nowak; Lloyd K. Patton; James F. Pfeiffer; Peter T. Renkens; 
Donald H. St Thomas; Merlin \\. Schoen; Gerald S. Seroogy; Roy L. 
Seroogy; Warren J. Steinfeldt; Robert N. Telfer; Robert V. Vanden Plas; 
Gerald J. Van Enkevort; Milton J. Van Lieshout; Harold F. Vanniewen- 
hoven; Robert J. Vincent; James J. Wiese; John H. Wiese; Dean B. Woth- 
ington; Earl F. Zeutzius; Floyd K. Zilles 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, 126th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Major: Stanley W. Hollenbeck. Captains: Otto B. Hintz; A. 
J. Schramel 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: M. J. Dettmen; Harvey 
Albert Ott; Benjamin John Mayer. Corporal: Harold Singer 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Clifton Cunningham; James Cunningham; 
Edward Patrick Massino; Wiliam Albert Peck; Robert J. Rigacci; George 
Francis Ruez; Herman Hyman Bernstein; Joseph Benedict Briggs; John 
Ludwig Lang; George Joseph Ramponi; Marvin Russell Schumacher 
PRIVATES: Walter Conrad Brzozwoy; Ralph Robert Bydlowski; Daniel 
Harrison Curtin; Russell Nicholas Drees; Richard Mills Frisby; Howard 
Allan Engler; John James Lacko; Vernon Michael Homan; Charles Mc- 
Kinnel Horton; James Richard Sanchez; Charles Constantino Emanuele; 
William Henry Stroebel; Guido Jack Ferrari ^ John Joseph Shesto; Tony 
Gaidosek; Willmer Lamboy; Raymond Bernard Lorritz 

BAND, 126th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Watertown, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS; Warrant Officer: William E. Hart 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: William F. 
Kehl. Staff Sergeant: Chester J. McGuire. Sergeants: Harold W. Draeger; 
Wilbur F. Huber; Howard C. Kaleibs; Herman G. Schoechert. Corporals: 
Melvin M. Baurichter; John B. Hayhurst 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Richard G. Abrahams; Frederick C. Berg- 
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mann; John G. Frey; Edgar P. Grosnick; Frederick C. Haney; Robert C. 
Hayhurst; Ralph O. Johnston; Robert E. Jung; Frank A. Kroening; George 
E. Lehmann; LaVerne H. Reinhard; David H. Schmidt; Robert M. Shearer; 
Richard A. Stange; John W. Stofflct; Edward G. Thies; Elroy E. Wilde; 
Carl F. W. Zillge 


HEADQUARTERS, 1st BATTALION, 

126th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Lt. Col: Rudolph H. Mieding. Major: Everett C. Hart. Cap- 
tain: Edward L. Carmichael. 1st Lt: Clifton G. Burke 

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 1st BATTALION, 

126th FIELD ARTILLEl^Y 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Herbert E. Whitaker. 1st Lt: Erwin C. Biesel. 2nd 
Lts: Theodore W. Conter; William F. Lorenz 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Leon L. Lam- 
bert. Staff Sergeants: Delmore G. Ehlers; Eugene F. Schudiske. Sergeants: 
Edward H. Beverung; Aloysius S. Koth; Frank L. Maletzke Jr: Robert J. 
Mertea; Harold W. Mueller. Coiporals: Robert A. Dix; Howard R. Miller; 
George Schneck Jr 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Louis P. Fuerst; Harry C. Knueppel: Ralph 
H. Licdtke; Edwin C. Kridler: Nathan W. Marsh; Aloysius C. Mayer: 
Joseph J. Mueller 

PRIVATES: Raymond K. Arnold; Frank Bauman; Harold J. Bienvenu; 
Josef J. Boltik; Ei^win A. Brandt; Robert M. Burke; Haney H. Callies; 
Kenneth A. Carpenter; Clarence L. Crittenden; Donald H. Dick; Michael 
J. DiMctto; Joseph J. Duhacck; Norman E. Ehlers; Kenneth L. Frank; 
Dennis J. Frost; Harold W. Gauger; Edgar S. Gilker; Raymond F. Grass; 
Francis L. Graziano; Alvin S. Gryske; Ernest F. Hafmeister Jr; Neal F. 
Halverson; Arthur A. Heineman; Clarence F. Hopps; Harold A. Hoppe; 
Harold B. Hoyt; Edward H. Johnson; Francis H. Kelly; Joseph M. Kloss; 
Clarence H. Knueppel; Louis S. Kozlowski; Harry C. Krauss; Eugene L. 
Kridler; Cliffor J. Kronberger; Joseph P. Kulavvic; Melvin G. Lambach; 
Carl C. Laube; Roland F. Lawton; Robert M. Leon; Robert A. Long; John 
R. Madden; Edwin R. Marsh; Arthur B. Navarre; Stanley Navarre; Chris- 
tian F. Nielson; John A. O'Connor; Ralph D. Parks; Lloyd A. Perrin; Alois 
L. Rick; Roland R. Scheinenauer ; Arthur G. Seebruck; Norman C. Sher- 
man; Hiram C. Skogino; Lawrence H. Smith; Russell L. Smith; John P. 
Sprague; James W. Snodic; Leo Snyder Jr; Gilbert R. Sonnenburg; Arleigh 
A. Sutheimer; James A. Williams; John C. Wilson; Edward J. Zakcerski; 
Harold F. Zemlicka; Henry P. Zielinski 
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BATTERY A, 126th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Gilbert W. Embury. 1st Lt: Harry C. Petros. 2nd 
Lts: Hubert P. Ohm; Gaylord Shepard 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant; Manuel L. Pacey. 
Sergeants: La Vern R. Heinz; Louis E. Rawlins; Walter H. Siehr; William 
J. Steinhauser; George S. Trawicki; Wayne B. Wentworth. Corporals; Rus- 
sell G. Behling; William F. Cetin; Raymond C. Kostlan; Robert E. Living- 
ston; William D. Reich 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Warren C. Albert; Harold W. Bogust; John 
S. Duba; John S. Faculjak; Frederick E. Helm; Vincent A. Isgrigg; James 
M. Kelly; Herbert W. Korthoff; Marvin D. Lord; Carlton R. Messman; 
Harold E. Nelson; Frank G. Parker; James J. Stroud; Leroy W. Werner; 
Robert B. Winkler 

PRIVATES: Victor E. Ahrens; Paul L. Altpeter; Harold H. Angelroth; 
Burton L. Bain; Duncan M. Ballentine; Edward W. Bassler; Elmer A. 
Bloedom; Donald E. Bowen; William J. Brown; Edwin M. Brueggman; 
Paul R. Bruno; Richard H. Bunk; Irving L. Burton; William J. Carey Jr; 
Robert L. Cullander; Joseph R. Delimont; Henry A. Derler; Charles E. 
Doesburg; Martin Dutkovich; Wilber R. Eichholz; Aldwin A. Ellis; John J. 
Erjautz; Alvin N. Etzel; John W. Evans; Leighton G. Field; Robert Garcia; 
Arthur P. Gesch; Lloyd W. Gossen; Allen J. Graf; Robert G. Greenbank; 
Francis M. Griebel; Alois G. Hart; George W. Heller; Edward M. Hoskens; 
George T. Jarke; Earl A. Johnson; Erv’in J. Johnson; James J. Joyce; Ches- 
ter K. Katchel; William C. Kelly; Clarence J. Kispert; Walter H. Kono- 
walski; Richard W. Lebsock; Otto A. Maertz; Francis G. Makal; Roman J. 
Markicwicz; Owen C. Mayhew; John M. Mertz; Eugene R. Odya; Erwin 
A. Olshefske; Alfred D. Pacey; Hugh B. Pillsbury; William M. Pokrass; 
Thomas J. Prusinski; Heinz G. Puff; Albert J. Richter; Charles R. Setzer; 
George W. Stahl; Alex P. Steber; Emil S. Todryk; Robert E. Trapp; Gordon 
L. Van Kirk; Harley A. Vieau; Allen C. Volkmann; Robert C. Watson; 
Kermit W. Wood ; Leonard T. Zaidel 

BATTERY B, 126th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Charles V. Narlow 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Earl A. Kahn. 
Staff Sergeant: Howard G. Halverson. Sergeants: George H. Behrens; Har- 
vey A. Fedler; Robert A. Hale; Edwin A. Michalski; Clifford C. Nusslock; 
Elmer J. Rispalje; Frank J. Seboth; Merle R. Watson. Corporals: Edward 
H. Anthony; Elme H. Ehlert; Norman T. Gauer; Donald M. Ketter; 
William E. Kieckbusch; Joe A. Kissler; Robert A. Schneeweis 
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PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Jerome E. Boehler; Daniel A. Dexter; Fer- 
dinand A. Fischer; Benford W. Fleury; James E. Fleury; John G. Gerl; 
Joseph G. Haunty; Kenneth E. Horton; Charles D. Kingsbury; Harold J. 
Knitter; Edward E. Kolar; Wilbur S. Machowski; Donald E. Meyer; 
Kenneth L. Nusslock; Robert E. Plehn; Kenneth L. Rutzinski; Wilmer J. 
Schmidt; Floyd B. Strackbine; Harold F. Van Wie; Peter K. Van Wie; 
William H. Wilson 

PRIVATES; Cyril R. Berg; Robert J. Bollman; Eugene P. Brazeau; Emil 

L. Costa; Eugene C. Curler; Louis D. Dauer; Richard R. Denis; Nick Doka; 
William E. Freeman; Eugene P. Gaal; Leonard H. Genger; Edwin G. 
Giese; Richard E. Greffin; John- F. Grocholski; Harold J. Gutknecht; Ray- 
mond H. Hahn; Erwin G. Harbach; Frank W. Harbach; Harold H. Heim- 
bach; Guy L. Houts; David G. Janes; Henry R. Jones; Roland J. Knowles; 
Alvin F. Krause; Edwin J. Kreuser; W’ilbur D. Krogstad; Gordon L. Lade; 
Robert Lieberman; William A. McDonald; Donald F. Martin; Arthur E. 
Meister; John M. Merton; Frank H. Millard; John Moslavac; Robert E. 
Nohelty; William E. Nohelty; Clair A. Pelkey; Marshall W. Ritter; Charles 
J. Roddy; William Rossa; Joseph H. Saris; Edward C. Straley; Arthur F. 
Tagge; Russell R. Trebbe; Ralph J. Vanden Heuvel; Charles A. Vaughn; 
Hollis F. Vieau; Hubert W. Vogt; Arthur E. Volke; Charles F. Wentz; 
Thomas F. Wilder; Arthur E. Wilke; Donald W. Zuleger; Harold A. Zilke 

BATTERY C, 126th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Cleburne S. Bender. 1st Lt: Gilbert A. Johnson. 2nd 
Lts: Norbert G. Josten; Robert H. Storts; Ray C. Stylow; Melvin S. Zahn 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Daniel J. Brodell. 
Staff Sergeant: Clarence J. Shea. Sergeants: Robert J. Brodell; Harry A. 
Hayes; Richard H. Irvine; Norbert E. Lemanezyk; Robert W. Letz; Robert 
R. Rafenstein; Wilbert E. Steinborn; Walter R. Witte. Corporals: Jerome 

M. Bella; Ervin R. Belot; Steve E. Jendraszek; Robert M. Klein; Herbert 
W. Masters; Eugene J. Maszk; Earl E. Moon; Donald F. Schaning; Fred- 
erick H. Schauermann ; Patrick H. Slugg 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Melvin C. Bergmann; LeRoy A. Bunzel; Dale 
C. DeBoer; Jack P. DeLain; W'illiam H. George; Gene A. Grocholski; Harry 
J. Hohnberger; Herbert L. Kaltenbach; Donald G. Kreyer; Eugene T. 
Kulinski; Leonard O. LaPlante; Frederick W. Lewin; Robert G. Lilly; 
Raymond R. Maro; John B. Moore; Robert H. Odya; Frank E. Rick Jr; 
Earl A. Schaefer; George S. Shea; Arthur G. Selbo; Ervin J. Strum; Edward 
A. Vierthaler; Chester F. Wojciechowski ; Norman O. Wood 
PRIVATES: Frank E. Ambos; Roy E. Armour; Harry W. Bahlke; Larry 
J. Ball; Stanley R. Brown: Bruno J. Buschatz; Lee N. Brodell; Arthur J. 
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Cherone; Harv’ey W. Clasen; Charles A. dementi; Steve dementi; Court- 
ney W. Cooke; Ronald H. Cooper; Donald R. Deaton; Raymond J. Dunn; 
Douglas G. Ebert; Raymond J. Erhradt; Clarence D. Freeman; Frederick 
A. Hafemann; Clarence M. Hurm; Earl M. Jaccard; John J. Janicek; 
Gordan A. Knop; Delue J. Lane; George A. Lebkuechner; Raymond W. 
Mieske; John J. Moriarty; William G. Normile; William El. Ohm; Charles 
P. Payne; Clarence W. Remington; Richard R. Ross; Roger F. Schaefer; 
Sylvester J. Scheer; Edward G. Schneck; Harold J. Senft; Edward J. Sher- 
osky; Howard C. Stoehr; Jerome C. Synold; John R. Szocik; Ralph W. 
Trinkhaus; Robert P. Ward; Robert J. Wesolowski; Frank C. Wild; Walter 
J. Wolocheck; Anthony M. Zello; David Zwicke 


HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, 2nd BATTALION, 

126th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Albert E. Axtell. 1st Lt: Joe Polgar. 2nd Lts: Ed- 
ward A. Hartl; Francis E. Lang; Walter A. Laing 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeants: Clarence H. 
Fleischmann; Raymond A. Hare. Staff Sergeants: Edwin R. Kressin; Louis 
M. Poklasny; William N. Starck. Sergeants: Fred E. Almond; Harold G. 
Geier; James F. Holchouse; Jack P. Pearson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Charles W. Haubrich; Raymond A. Lipski; 
Peter P. Nedweski ; Samuel W. Phillips 

PRIVATES: Gordon R. Anderson; William Anderson Jr; Raymond J. Bar- 
anowski; Donald J. Baumann; Herbert M. Bueschel; Arnold J. Buza; Phil- 
lip T. Ceel; Peter Cherty; Paul F. Cherty; Donovan L. Clement; James H. 
Copen; Harry F. Davis; Raymond A. Deau; John W. Edwards; Kenneth 
Englund; Robert C. Erb; Elmer C. Flintrop; Thomas M. Foran; Raymond 
T. Friel; Joseph Gimpl; Orson C. Grabow; Robert W. Greening; Clarence 
T. Hafner; Gerald W. Hayes; Malvin H. Hinnrichs; LeRoy R. Homolka; 
Charles T. Hansen; Marv'in A. Haubrich; John Heit; James A. Kalas; Peter 
J. Kawalkowski; Carl T. Kayser Jr; Paul S. Kloss; Erwin O. Klingler; Mil- 
ton J. Krawczyk; Fred Kuhl; John Kuhl; Raymond J. Lawrence; John J. 
Lewandowski ; John Lewko : Peter J. Maretech ; Mike Martin ; Dale A. Mc- 
Eachron; Frank G. Melinski; Horace J. Mellum Jr; Martin H. Meyer; 
William F. Meyer; Harry H. Miliager; Bernie J. Nedweski; Robert A. 
Neilson; Robert J. O’Connor; Joe Patrizzi: Benedict R. Piemikowski; Louis 
S. Polewski; Alex T. Prengel; Walter W. Priddis; Clifford E. Randall; 
Frank J. Ranzoni; Chester G. Riebe; Harold A. Riemer; William Romano; 
Antony M. Rutchik; Eugene W. Sadowski; Stanley A. Sawicki; Francis 
X. Schoner; Clarence H. Sethne; Leif H. Sethne; Irving J. Silverberg; 
Richard W. Sorenson; Daniel B. Stahl; John H. Thompson; Raleigh Woolf; 
Benjamin J. Yantomi; Orien J. Zenoni 
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BATTERY D, 126th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: William A. Sherman, Commanding 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: George E. Shaver. 
Staff Sergeant: Eugene M. Shaw. Sergeants: Ralph P. Barney; Thomas J. 
Bridges; Charles R. Burgess; Neil W. Butler; David G. Hilamn; Robert E. 
McMahon; Charles H. Weir; Harris E. Wold. Corporals: Homer R. Cooke; 
Paul J. Gilboy; Harry W. Mortenson; Charles I. Olson; Gerald J. Phillips; 
Standish C. Price; Albert F. Prieve; Robert G. Pritchard; Donald W. Ruf; 
Leeland L. Schilling; Lawrence F. Strasburg 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Harold J. Anderson; Richard C. Brown; 
Charles C. Burce; Elmer E. Eggen; Vincent J. Grabs; Stanley C. Lawrence; 
Arthur L. Lee; Donald E. McBride; Marshall J. McQuillan; Robert L. 
Nogle; George E. Olseth; Vernon B. Olson; William S. Polus; LaVeme M. 
Runkle; Edwin J. Roeser; Myron E. Sabin; Raymond E. Strand; Clarence 
W. Turner; Marvin E. VanNatta; Robert W. Volger; Walter W. Wikan; 
Spencer G. Wold 

PRIVATES: Dennis W. Anderson; Gordon L. Crawford; Emery D. Cooper; 
Vernon M. Craney; Joseph R. Dickerson; Allen W. Drury; Ralph W. Ely; 
William P. Garnett; James C. Gerber; Ralph L. Gilboy; Franklin M. Gil- 
man; Norris T. Haug; Donald E. Jackson; Charles T. Johnson; Clinton A. 
Jordan; Archie J. Kain; Roger J. Knobel; Theodore A. Kittilsted; Willis 
R. Martin; Alfred O. McCann; Duane K. McPherson; Lawrence H. Miles; 
Henry J. Myers; Earl W. Olson; Robert L. Palmer; Anton E. Pederson; 
Trygve O. Pederson; Glenn A. Peterson; Joseph C. Peirce; James C. Powers; 
Otis M. Ramberg; Henry H. Rude; Louis E. Severson; Loren P. Skinvik; 
Herbert C. Smuhl; Paul F. Spallees; Warren E. Tietz; Clarence T. Tollef- 
son; Elmer Wikan; Russell I. Whittmann; James W. Yule; Llewellyn R. 
Zielie 


BATTERY E, 126th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Melbourne E. Rabedeau. 1st Lt: Clarence J. Wied- 
man. 2nd Lts : Lyle F. Milligan ; Charles R. Smith 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Elmer Z. Kriofsky. 
Staff Sergeant: Verner A. Erickson. Sergeants: James R. Fox; Adelbert C. 
Pedley; Oswald J. Roders; Vincent J. Rose; Ransom E. Roth. Corporals: 
Edward E. Noble; Russell K. Scsto; Walter J. Wicmelt 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Gailcn W. Braun; William W. Chase; Dom- 
enic Diamanti; Paul C. Ellsworth; Homer G. Erling; John E. Francis; 
Paul W. Hicks; Frank E. Kriofsky; Leo S. Laban; Wilfred M. Marion; 
Wallace R. Morzfeld; Donald T. Otto; Charles E. Parks Jr; James R. Roth; 
David E. Zimmerman; Warren W. Fox 
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PRIVATES: Chester L. Augustine; Jack E. Beck; Charlton D. Brown; 
Wilbert J. Belongia; Harold Boring; Ralph E. Conley; Pharon J. Des Jer- 
dins; Theodore J. Dosemagon; Anthony P. Donovan; James Easton Jr; 
Allen J. Eppers; Donald N. Fink; Donald C. Forbes; Robert L. Gannaway; 
Carmen L. Gentile; Robert L. Gordon; Robert I. Gottfredson; Edward E. 
Grimm; Frank C. Hackl; Clarence E. Haebig; Andrew C. Harper; George 
V. Hartung; Donald J. Hotavis; Oscar Haubrich Jr; Russell W. Johnson; 
Carl A. Kellman; Theodore L. Koprowicz; Joseph L. Kos; Robert A. Long; 
Warren H. Letsom; Malcolm E. Maloney; Charles V. McNally; John F. 
Meharry; Harold D. Miller; Louis Panasewicz; Richard Pasalich; Fred E. 
Peterson; George M. Pias; William Powers; Jacob L. Puckett; William 
Quadracci; Joseph R. Rose; John Rutchik; Jackson Saunders; Ray Schil- 
ler; Harry B. Slater Jr; Glen O. Smith; Stanley J. Swiatko; Wayne Van 
Lone; Gordon C. Wiechers; Tom W. Woodard; Gordon B. Yule; LeRoy F. 
Zapf ; Walter L. Hix 

BATTERY F, 126th FIELD ARTILLERY 
Watertown, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Joseph G. Richter. 1st Lt: Paul K. Wiley. 2nd Lts: 
Omar S. Crocker ; Lyle G. Reinhard 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Melvin A. Cross. 
Staff Sergeant: Harvey W. Behling. Sergeants: Clive S. Burke; Victor P. 
Krueger; Fritz H. Kubly; Paul E. Schuenemann; Victor H. Schultz. Cor- 
porals: Ralph W. Burke; Norman R. Hoeft; George F. C. Iwen; Robert W. 
Krueger; Edward F. Neitzel 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Oscar F. Backhaus; Harvey E. Borchardt; 
Raymond F. Harshbarger; Mathias G. Hertel; Leslie W. Hoeft; Ferdinand 
R. Keel; Erwin P. Loeffler; Alfred E. Schuenemann; Hugo V. Schuene- 
mann; Herman C. Storbeck; Everett R. Talledge; Wayne F. Wendt; LeRoy 
G. Wood 

PRIVATES: Herbert R. Abel; Verne C. Alton; Garrison C. Barnes; Wil- 
liam P. Berger; Herman A. Burri; Edwin W. Bush; George H. Bush; William 
T. Cavanaugh; Dennis C. Cowen; James B. Cowen; Victor H. Cramer; 
Evan J. Davis; Marcus M. Day; Walter H. Deakin; Arvel J. Duncan; 
Alvin E. Ebert; Duwain F. Eggert; William Eley; John F. Ertl; Lavem G. 
Frcitag; Arnold W. Fuchs; Reinhold A. Gerth; Raymond N. Glatzel; 
Benjamin A. Groehler; Max E. Grosnick; Waldemar O. Hartwig; Herbert 
R. Hei-ser; Walter J. Jiko; Gerald J. Klecker; Alfred A. Krapf; Edward J. 
Kuenzie; Charles R. McKee; Glenn L. Mellum; Peter W. Miller; Robert 
J. Moore; Raymond E. Palmer; Donald G. Quest; Arthur I. Riley; Donald 

G. Reynolds; Gilbert E. Rupnow; Edward X. Schmid; Clarence W. 
Schmidt; Louis A. Schultz; Reuben I. Sherman; Clarence W. Smith; George 

H. Smith; Glenn E. Solberg; Clarence J. Vergenz; Ralph J. Vergenz; Carl 
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E. Vorlob; George S. Weber; Melvin F. Wendt; Otto J. Wendt; Harold H. 
Wilde; James H. Wuestenberg; Clarence E. Zautner 

107th QUARTERMASTER REGIMENT 
OFFICERS; Colonel John C. P. Hanley, Commanding. Lt. Col: Clarence 
J. Wesley. Majors: Donald M. Farris; Harry H. Heidan; Douglas J. Mc- 
Kenzie; Samuel B. Slaughter. Captains: Hans R. Biegel; Ralph T. Birkeness; 
Oliver G. Erickson; James W. Ferris; Duke E. Jones; Lowell K. Lein; 
Robert J. McIntyre Jr; Leo W. Puemer; H. J. Rasmussen; R. W. Schmidt; 
Lester W. Schuler; Robert Smith; Leo W. Vesser. 1st Lts: Thomas G. Al- 
berti; Ray Caswell; Lester T. Dunning; John I. H. Eales; Chester M. 
Finstad; Harold E. Krull; Thomas McCaul; Arlyn C. Miller; Eugene A. 
Schmidt; William T. Skeels. 2nd Lts; John Frinak; Lee J. Hansen; Francis 
T. Hanson; LaVeme Hebbe; Robert L. Hughes; Marcus A. Hutchins; 
Marlyn E. Mohr; John A. Pinkowsky; Greggar Sletteland; Henry T. Thore- 
son; Art E. Watson; Karl R. Westerlund. 1st Lt; Gerald E. Van Tassel 


HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 107th Q.M. REGIMENT 
Madison, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS; Captain: R. J. McIntyre Jr. 1st Lts; Thomas G. Alberti; 
William T. Skeels. 2nd Lt : Robert L. Hughes 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Keith K. Eg- 
gers. First Sergeant: Robert J. Endres. Technical Sergeants: Raymond F. 
Grucza; Stephen W. Herthel; Russell W. Remser. Sergeants: Victor M. 
Georgeson; Gerald P. Mick; Joseph G. Moosen; Ernest A. Schuchardt; 
Woodrow W. Wilson. Corporals: Lloyd W. Hutton; Robert W. Littel; Rod- 
ney M. Rodefeld; Loren T. Wilson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Harry M. Anderson; Henry R. Butler; Harry 
J. Denson; Gregory R. Endres; Richard Engels; Newell I. Fagerland; Paul 

L. Hatleberg; James A. Hawkins; Ralph E. Kolan; Lawrence D. Robbins; 
Arthur B. Sveum; Maurice P. Wermuth; William R. West; Clifford J. 
Moran; Emil K. Niebuhr; Harry J. Randall; Hugh Thomson 
PRIVATES: Charles E. Allhands; Nicholas J. Berg; Gordon H. Bortz; Earl 

M. Bowes; Horace Couch; Ralph J. Cox; George A. Cross; James H. Davis; 
Richard P. Debruin; Harold L. Endres; Gordon Georgeson; Ernest M. 
Hagen ; Lawrence T. Hagen ; Archie D. Hoffmann ; Raymond Hovde ; 
Arthur B. Janes Jr; William E. Jones; William C. Keuer; Gerald C. Kind- 
schi; Allen W. Krische; Woodrow W. Lawrie; Hillary G. Mack; Robert J. 
McWilliams; Donald P. Mueller; Willard F. Neuman; Lyland R. Peterson; 
Charles L. Ricks; Ralph M. Rodell: Howard C. Vogel; James E. Poole; 
Charles M. Smith; Albert J. Stormer; Ernest W. Swanson; John C. Ware; 
Elmer F. Wamke; William H. Groat; Joseph W. Spahn 
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MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, 107th Q.M. REGIMENT 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Major: Harry H. Heiden. Captain: Wylie James Ferris 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Frederick Raih. 
Sergeants: Ernst Brack; Henry Schaefer 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Christ Felde; Carl C. Diener 
PRIVATES: Albert Becker; Kenneth Krueger; Ervin W. Mueller; Anthony 
Price; Ray A. Scherhaufer; Leonard Trass 

SERVICE COMPANY, 107th Q. M. REGIMENT 
Stanley, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Leo W. Veeser. 1st Lt: Ray Caswell. 2nd Lts: John 
Frinak; Marlyn E. Mohr; Henry C. Thoreson 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Clarence Quem- 
mon. Sergeants; Adelbert F. Kleiner; LaVeme D. Miller. Corporal: Donald 
J. Amerling 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Gilbert G. Braun; Leonard A. Eide; Arnold 
Follien; George J. Gruber; James Hanley; Leo Hicks; Carl Kiraly; Robert 
E. Kuhn; Anton E. Markowski; Grover Pace; Clarence Patten; Roy R. 
Reineke; Lloyd Samplawski; Frederick A. Shock; Peter Snoczyk; Frank 
Stanek; Joseph Symbol; Lawrence Tait; Herbert A. Theirl; William J. 
Wagner 

PRIVATES: Cyril J. Alger; Ronald E. Amidon; Gordon H. Schneb; Max 
Baldischeiler ; Melvin J. Boardman; Daniel Brown; Richard E. Brown; 
Lawrence R. Dahl; Clarence Drilling; James A. Frenette; Leo Hansen; 
Merlin H. Hanson; Marion E. Herman; LaVeme B. Heuer; Henry V. 
Hinch; William C. Huls; Robert J. Korn; Charles LaPlaca; Douglas A. 
LeGault; Juel Lund; Chester Markowski; Edwin L. Nejuch; Stanley 
Nemeo; Edward J. Slwoick; Truman Smith; Fred Speiss; Hariy C. Speiss; 
Arthur L. Stanek; Ray Taylor; Edwin F. Tessmer; Lenard Tyson; Ray 
Tyson; Richard L. Ustruck; Willard S. U.struck; Murvil G. Vanderhyden; 
Norbert G. Van Domelen; Evan E. Wedman; Melvin B. Yeskie 

HEADQUARTERS, 1st BATTALION, 107th Q.M. REGIMENT 

New Richmond. VS^isconsin 

OFFICERS: Major: Samuel M. Slaughter. 1st Lt: Thomas McCaul 

COMPANY A, 107th Q. M. REGIMENT 
Clintonville, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Ronald W. Schmidt. 1st Lt: Eugene A. Schmidt. 2nd 
Lt: John A. Pinkowsky 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: George N. Dahm. 
Sergeants: Eldor O. Buening; Oakley E. Coldcn; Russell E. Tanner; Ken- 
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neth VV. Thorpe; Robert W. Thorpe. Corporals: Joseph F. Bertram; Dwain 
E. Breed; Rolland C. Genskow; Reuben D. Nelson; Victor F. Schultz. 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Carlton K. Bender; Ordway R. Buchholz; 
Sylvester P. Campbell; Elwyn E. Etheridge; Afthur W. Lueck; Walter G. 
Nienke; Harold J. Parmentier; Gordon W. Rindt 

PRIVATES: John J. Armon; Louis E. Beyers; James W. Bolster; Kenneth 
D. Colyar; John W. Donaldson; Er\dn C. Drumm; Raymond J. Eggink; 
Delmore H. Evans; Lawrence C. Fuerst; Louis F. Gruestmacher ; Orville A. 
Guyette; Stanley S. Guyette; Ervin C. Handschke; Karl A. Heimbruch; 
Karl J. Herminath; Howard T. Hoffmann; Franklin M. Jesse; Chester C. 
Johnson; Gale W. Jorgenson; Travis A. Jorgenson; Rodney G. Kasson; 
Victor L. Klitzke; Frederick C. Kruse; Jack P. Livermore; Kenneth O. 
Loose; James R. McDonell; Roger C. Miller; Merlin M. Mitchell; Reynold 
N. Monty; Leonard J. Moriarity; Lawrence H. Netzel; Robert G. Nohr; 
Elvin F. Norder; Wallace B. Olson; John R. Pfeiler; Clarence A. Prib- 
bernow; Roy W. Riehl; Harold A. Rusch; Ervin O. Salzman; Everett M. 
Schmidt; Leonard H. Schultz; Gordon F. Specht: Raymond R. Strehlow; 
William J. Toth; Marvdn L. Van Vleet; Merle L. Van Vleet: Floyd V. 
Webler; Norman E. Webler; Raymond A. Wetmore; John C. Wirch; Cail- 
ton H. Zarling 

COMPANY B, 107th Q. M. REGIMENT 
Janesville, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Lester W. Schuler. 1st Lt: Lester T. Dunning. 2nd 
Lts: Lee J. Hansen; Marcus A. Hutchins 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: John S. Spade. 
Sergeants: John A. Haffery; Everett H. Kerl; Herman E. Korban; Edward 
H. Kruger; Maurice E. Lustig; Stew'art C. Nobiensky; John F. Sullivan; 
Lester L. Trumpy; Leonard C. Wyss. Corporals: Joseph J. Adamany; John 
Balas; Oscar W. Bumgarner; Donald E. Deyer; Cleo K. Eckert; Charles R. 
Fish; Rupert T. Hughes: Robert E. Jones; Robert L. Richardson; Donald 
G. Saur 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Huie O. Boyce; Robert L. Bumgarner; Leo- 
nard A. Deyer; Robert A. Dix: Earl F. Elliott; Warren H. Fisher; John J. 
Flynn; Leonard R. Genthe; Arthur H. Hoover; William H. Kueck; Robert 
A. Nickel; Frank T. Marshall; Fred H. Raby; John A. Ryan; Jule E. Utter- 
berg; Wayne W. White: John B. Zey 

PRIVATES: Dai^in L. Apfel; Glen H. Badenhop; Robert A. Barlass; 
Raymond A. Bernstein; Elmer E. Burhans: Walter E. Carlson; James A. 
Cullen; Victor L. Ellingson; Eric Fehling; David W. Flynn; Donald J. 
Griffon; Arnold W. Hendce; Robert N. Hull; William R. Hull; Clifford L. 
Jensen: Francis H. Kosharek; Harold A. Kotwitz; Spencer B. Kumlien; 
Alvin A. Kjendle; Floyd N. Long; Howard I. Lloyd: Leonard O. Manthie; 
Herbert E. Mayfield: Joseph F. McDonnell; Russell D. Moore; Max A. 
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Munkbert; James J. Munro; Nolan P. Nelson; Norman M. Richter; 
Elgie L. Schoonover; Robert W. Schumacher; Gale F. Smith; Kenneth L. 
Smith; Harold Swanson; Donald E. Vail; Thomas J. Vail; Harry V. Ver- 
million; Rollie A. VVipfli; Robert W. Wright 

COMPANY C, 107th Q. M. REGIMENT 
Hudson, W'isconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Oliver G. Erickson. 1st Lt: Chester W. Finstad 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Willis A. Cramer. 
Sergeants: Wesley E. Erickson; Gordon F. Evenson; Lester E. Simpson; 
Alton A. Stevenson; Frank W. Trudell; William A. Zappa. Corporals: 
Norman E. Anderson; Dan C. Lyksett; Gordon W. Penman; Alfred P. 
Ranallo: John L. Sawnson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Myron C. Anderson; Richard L. Brunelle; 
Joseph J. Kolashinski; Jack S. Livermore; Dean S. Lyksett; Robert M. 
O’Connell 

PRIVATES: Frederick L. Anderson; W^ayne O. Amston; Herbert J. Baker; 
Arthur H. Behm; Gerhard H. Behm; Robert B. Benoy; Charles B. Cashman; 
Mar\in C. Flattum; Earl E. Hudson; George T. Humphrey; William E. 
Humphrey: Hjalmer E. Johnson; Francis A. Kolashinski; George A. Lamb; 
Melvin J. Larson; Edward L. Lyksett; Lawrence E. Matson; Donald J. 
Noreen; Baldwin C. Olson; Norval R. Olson; Bernard F. Persells; Lyle H. 
Phernetton; Samuel J. Richie; Willis H. Rogers; Floyd A. Rotering; George 
J. Schulle; John P. Schullo; Martin S. Simpson; Willis E. Taggert; Edward 
T. Wallesvcrd: Earl A. Weinberg; Sev'ert A. Warnberg; Joseph D. Young; 
William R. Zahler; Eugene J. Zappa; Joseph W. Zezza; Louis D. Zezza 

COMPANY D, 107th Q. M. REGIMENT 
Tomah, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Hans R. Biegel. 1st Lt: Arlyn C. Miller. 2nd Lt; 
Karl R. Westerlund 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant; Edward F. Miller. 
Sergeants: Charles C. Aller; Russell F. Ashley; Weaker E. Chase; George S. 
Eberdt; Edwin N. Fenskc; Loyal E. Grovesteen; LeRoy F. Hansen; William 
J. Krase; Charles H. Sowle; V’ernon C. Zahrte. Corporals: Charles W. 
Heyer: Robert H. Jensen; James W^ Porter; Douglas J. Protz; Dale J. Ross; 
Newell A. Ross; Cletus J. Scheurich; Frank E. Schleicher; Isadore F. Smart; 
Howard A. Sowle 

PRIV’.ATES FIRST CL.\SS: Reinhardt G. Baumann; LeVern Bumstad; 
Leonard P. Dreier; Harold Fredrickson; Cyril P. Gerke; Robert C. Jorgen- 
sen; Raymond K. Larrabee; William J. Mesner; Merwin S. Olson; Elmer 
E. Reekie; Syh ester Ri-schette; Mer\in F. Roberts; Raymond A. Schendel; 
Howard O. Strege; Arnold G. Sullivan; Wilson B. Thurston; Leon R. Wall; 
Charles F. W^illiams 
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PRIVATES: Roy P. Alderman; Donald G. Aller; Douglas P. Bailey; Ray- 
mond C. Birkholz; Merle L. Clay; William J. Esselman; Virgil L. Finnigan; 
Verne W. Gilmore; Glenn L. Griggs; Raymond Grovesteen; Lester W. Har- 
ris; Roland G. Heilman; Raymond A. Henry; Gerald Hersil; Harold M. 
Jensen; Clarence P. Kennedy; Frank J. Kennedy; Arnold R. Krueger; 
Herbert F. Krueger; Orville L. McCumber; Virgil F. McNutt; Lyle B. 
Moseley; Alvadore F. Pasch; Kenneth L. Pedersen; Orvald L. Pedersen; 
Oscar E. Rattle; Leo B. Reardon; John W. Robinson; Russell D. Robinson; 
Irving S. Rodefer; Marvin L. Scott; Maurice H. Spangenberg; Henry T. 
Warner; Rexford O. White; Carl F. Wich; Harvey D. Williams 

COMPANY E, 107th Q. M. REGIMENT 
Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Leo W. Puemer. 1st Lt: Harold E. Krull. 2nd Lts: 
LaVeme W. Hebbe; Greggar P. Sletteland 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Kenneth R. Mc- 
Caslin. Sergeants: Elmer B. Flugum; Theodore J. Freeman; Shelbourne S. 
Miller. Corporals: Donald W. Fry; John G. Shillcock 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Robert S. Bemus; William E. Buchanan; 
George W. Carmichael; Delbert H. DeForest; Victor C. Falk; Norman W. 
Flock; William J. Garthwait; Marvin L. Hackbarth; Elmer J. Henning; 
Willmer L. Krentz; Theron P. Lang; Arthur A. Mauel; Fred C. Mepham; 
Carlyle A. Minguey; Harold G. Sager; Kenneth E. Stevens; John W. Tip- 
ton ; Robert C. Wendt 

PRIVATES: Arnold J. Ackley; Wayne W. Allbee; Everett A. Anderson; 
Henry S. Curran; Harold E. Graves; Nelson R. Hake; Merlin W. Hetts; 
Raymond E. Hoese; Arlon O. Hubert; Benjamin C. Krai; William M. 
Kelley; Arthur Krening; Kenneth E. Kruckenberg; Francis X. Krueger; 
Percy C. Leonard; Leonard G. Masters; Aloysius P. McKenna; Wellington 
R. Merritt; Howard E. Meyer; Francis G. Moldenhauer; William C. Niel- 
son; Charles W. Peters; Raymond S. Peterson; John T. Powers; Robert C. 
Roberts; Harold C. Rohloff; Harry P. Rylatt; Francis L. Schmidt; Ray- 
mond W. Steinke; Howard Stevens; Milburn H. Strasburg; Carlton A. 
Strauss; Richard M. Wimple; Arthur H. Zickerman; Wilbur A. Zimmer- 
man. 


COMPANY F, 107th Q.M. REGIMENT 
Whitewater, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Lowell K. Lein. 2nd Lt: Arl E. Watson 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical or 1st Sergeants: Royal 
A. Enloe; Donald W. Fulton. Sergeants: Lawrence R. Buening; Joseph E. 
Lloyd; Francis R. McGinnis; Kilmer J. Reque; Russell G. Wentworth. 
Corporals: Lawrence L. Fero; Russell E. Hoffman; George W. McQuade; 
Edward O. Mitchell 
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PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Raymond E. Foote; Donald R. Gessert; John 
W. Hamilton ; Robert D. Metcalf 

PRIVATES: Paul M. Arner; LeRoy E. Brown; William L. Coates; Norman 
W. Duesterbeck; Darrel L. Garlock; Harold O. Garton; Charles E. Green; 
John H. Grosskreutz; Melvin G. Hill; Lewis L. Langer; Frank H. Miles; 
Lester G. Morrissey; Francis C. O’Donnell; Clifford D. Peich; Donald R. 
Price; Thomas M. Price; Charles W. Rinehart; Francis V. Roach; Mervyn 
Rowley; Robert A. Schiferl; Francis R. Sutton; Hilmer E. Utterberg; 
Ward K. Wentworth; David F. Zuill 

32nd MILITARY POLICE COMPANY 
Arcadia, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: 1st Lt: Aaron J. Michalski. 2nd Lt: Gile A. Herrick 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Emil E. Stelmach. 
Sergeants: Earl H. Olson; Cornelius C. Sobotta. Corporals: Lester N. 
Hare; Omer H. Herbert; Edward J. McWeeny; Ignatius L. Sonsalla; 
Eugene H. Vogel 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Edward E. Brom; Joseph R. Fernholz; Dom- 
inic B. Klonecki; Ivan T. Kokott; Lloyd G. Kostner; Walter J. Krett; 
Bernard J. Kulig; Wilmer J. Myers; Paul J. Rebhahn; Gaylord G. Reedy; 
Wallace W. Reedy; Marcel J. Skroch; Orlando R. Sobotta; Rufus M. 
Sobotta; Elliot C. White 

PRIVATES: Raymond I. Bates; Woodrow J. Benson; Gilbert A. Benusa; 
Joseph V. Berzinski; Benedict B. Bisek; Emil P. Bisek; Harold C. Bjelland; 
Eugene J. Brownlee; Oakley W. Burt; Leland W. Chenoweth; Spencer 

O. Dahl; Laverne J. Deck; Quentin L. Elland; Roman W^ Feltes; Kenneth 
J.' Fernholz; Leo H. Fernholz; Warren W. Frie; Delbert C. Fritchler; 
Lester J. Fritchler; Peter E. Galuska; James R. Garaghan; Albert E. Giemza; 
Frank I. Gora; Gerald J. Heath; Harold C. Heath; Wilbert H. Heinz; 
Kenneth O. Helgeson; Lester C. Heller; Willard L. Heller; Roman S. 
Jelen; Ernest P. Johnson; George J. Kamrowski; Edward L. Kaiser; Her- 
bert M. Kicdrowski; Raymond L. Klink; Eugene F. Kokott; Ernest E. 
Korpal; John R. Kukowski; Henry E. Lessman; George C. Lien; Joseph 

P. Lisowski; W'illis A. Mahoney; Everett M. Mahutga; Mayland M. Metz- 
ger; Joseph C. Mlynek; Leonard D. Olson; Victor C. Olson; Clarence H. 
Onsrud ; Gregoiy G. Pehler; Theodore J. Perzina; Henry O. Redsten; Ar- 
thur W. Rognlein; Cornelius S. Rohn; Wilmer J. Scholidon; Morris L. 
Scow; Myron A. Scow; Allen O. Severson; Ole A. Shay; Laverne E. So- 
botta; Raymond P. Sobotta; Herbert J. Stiehl; Leol A. Swenson; Bernard 
P. Tandeski; Stanley J. Thoma; Carl O. Thompson; Aurel C. Waldera; 
Ernest J. Waldera; Edward P. Wener; Roman P. Wicka; George F. Win- 
gad 
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126th OBSERVATION SQUADRON 
Milwaukee. Wisconsin 
Federalized June 2, 1941 

OFFICERS: Major: Paul D. Meyers. Captain: Richard T. Crane; Gordon 
Hamilton; Raymond F. Kitchingman; Myron R. Mac Leod. 1st Lts: Fran- 
cis C. Doring; Woodrow V. Nold. 2nd Lts: Armar E. Archbold; Cooke 
Bausman; John V. Briggs; Walter W. Burbank; Donald Chase; Harley 
W. Jefferson; William M. Joy; Robert G. LaMasure; Edmund P. Lunken; 
Homer E. Lunken; John M. Mackie; Howard P. Olsen; Albert Pratt; 
Joseph G. Standart 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: John R. Beck; 
Hans H. Heydn; Ross J. Foster. Technical Sergeants: Russell J. Chambers; 
Russell E. Cox; Durbin R. Fisher. Staff Sergeants: James R. Eddy; Donald 
B. Pray. Sergeants: Ernest A. Bahr; Harold A. Castine; Henry C. Koelbl; 
Steve F. Kovatovic; George H. Nemetz; Walter J. Praefke; Ludwig A. 
Reitberger; Jacob L. Skocir; Harold E. Wetzel. Corporals: Claire S. Ackley; 
Fred H. Behrmann; Daniel H. Goetsch; Ray T. Horbinski; Albert W. 
Nichols; James J. Page; James C. Smalley; Robert J. St. Aubin; Ralph C. 
Suhm; Lester L. Wendlick; Ralph E. Winkel; Walter A. Ziebell 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Kenneth M. Ade; Frank P. Blaisdell ; George 

G. Czerwinski; Albert Englehardt; Robert E. Goodacre; Robert E. Hass; 
Alex R. Hybicki; Alex J. Koenig; Albert Kostlan; Gordon W. Leque; 
John F. Miller; Fred L. Mollwitz; Roland C. Neumann; Stanley F. Scott; 
John L. Strobel 

PRIVATES: Don L. Anderson; Gordon M. Archer; Stephen G. Arsulich; 
John W. Atherton; Leo P. Bachinski; Jerome J. Bachowski; Edward F. 
Barten; John S. Barton; Raymond D. Berendt; Walter H. Brunow; Hilbert 

H. Buege; Floyd B. Carleton: Cummins Catherw’ood; Joseph C. Cha- 
chula; William M. Connolly; John E. Connor; Lester L. Cox; Donald 
E. Derrah; John W. Derse; Edward M. Dexter; George A. Dolan; Russell 
H. Druley; Ward C. Dunlop; Joseph Fox; Lawrence F. France; Robert J. 
Gebhard; Henry W. Gens; Carroll S. Goetz; Lucien S. Hanks; John F. 
Hardie; James A. Henke; Edward H. Holpfer; Robert M. Homme; Fran- 
cis R. Jones; Andrew J. Jorgenson; Robert B. Kehrein; Thomas J. Kenney; 
Charles D. Klatts; Edmund F. Knoff; Robert A. Krieger; Arthur H. Kroll; 
Kenneth E. Kuenn; George C. Last; George P. Lewis; William H. Lieders- 
dorf ; John W. Mallon; Howard N. Manske; Eugene H. Mantych; George 
J. Marshall; Harr\' D. McClellan; Warren Medower; Mordaunt W. Mi- 
chels; Robert A. Miller; George E. Muenzner; Edward R. Muth; John 
L. Norris; John R. Olson; Edward S. Pendowski; Richard C. Phelps; 
Port W. Poindexter; Alfred Prinz Jr; Robert B. Prinz; Frank Ramshak; 
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George A. Reed ; Norman G. Renk ; Lawrence. P. Riesen Bert G. Robey ; 
John H. Roe; Peter A. Schmitz; Robert P. Scholl; Floyd M. Schumann; 
Robert B. Schwemer; William C. Seaman; Arnold M. Serwer; Franklin 
H. Sigler; Robert W. Smith; Arthur A. Sobczak; Harold C. Spiekermann; 
Thomas C. Stiedemann; Llewelyn F. Streff; Gene T. Suchecki; Arthur R. 
Sweeney; Melford O. Teisberg; Joseph N. Theyerl; Rudolph P. Toporsh; 
Robert K. Vail; Richard W. Venne; Eugene F. Wagner; Walter O. War- 
ner; Bob N. Westcot; Wilber E. Wiedoff; Clarence A. Wolski; James R. 
Woodhams; Richard J. Zivney; Rodney P. Zivney 


126th OBSERVATION SQUADRON * MED. DET. 

(Attached) 

OFFICERS: 1st Lt: James W. Brooke 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeant: Robert Winkel 
PRIVATES: Martin L. Coughlin Jr: Louis M. Rosenheimer; Russell G. 
Shurr 

*** 

THE 32nd DIVISION TANK COMPANY 

The 32nd Division Tank Company of Janesville, Wisconsin, was trans- 
ferred from the Division and inducted into Federal Service on November 
16, 1940, and the unit’s name was changed to Company “A”, 192nd Tank 
Battalion, First Armored Division. 

On November 27, 1940, the first serial of Company “A” departed 
from Janesville by motor convoy enroute to Fort Kno.\, Kentucky. 
54 new light tanks were issued along with other motor vehicles and 
equipment. Later the Battalion participated in the Carolina maneuvers. 

In mid-October 1941, the Battalion was moved by rail to San Francisco, 
California. Major General Devers, Commanding General of the Armored 
Forces, chose the 192nd as being the only organization among the 13 
Regular Army and four National Guard Divisions that could be considered 
j)roperly trained. The 192nd was therefore sent to the Philippines, where 
with the 194th, it became the Provisional Tank Group on Luzon. 

Company “A” fought against the Japanese Imperial Forces in many 
engagements and rear guard actions, and rendered assistance in covering 
the retreat of our forces into Bataan. When Bataan finally fell to the 
Japanese on April 9, 1942, all sur\ i\ ing members of Company “A" became 
prisoners, and participated in the famous “Death March." 

Three years later, after the final defeat of Japan, the 35 remaining 
men of the Janesville Tank Company were released from prisons, rehabili- 
tated and returned to the United States, and their home town. 

The men who helped do “SO MUCH WITH SO LITTLE.” The 
men who helped to upset the Japanese time table in the beginning of the 
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war, giving General MacArthur his opjwrtunity to prepare for “THE 
LONG ROAD BACK.” 

COMPANY A, 192nd TANK BATTALION 
Janesville, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Walter H. Write. 1st Lt: Fred T. Bruni; Russell C. 
Thorman. 2nd Lts: Leslie J. Bartlett; Albert J. Bartz; John F. A. Bushaw 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: S. Sergeant: Kenneth B. Bloom- 
field; Dale E. Lawton; Osborne McDonald; Howard H. Mikkelson. Ser- 
geants: Delmon R. H. Bushaw; Alymer W. Forrett; Robert G. Havens; 
Forrest K. Knox; Robert C. Kubly; Henry M. Luther; William M. Mc- 
Auliffe; Philip R. Parish; John C. Spencer; Forrest F. Teal. Corporals: 
Leo H. Dorsey; Philip C. Garst; Robert R. Hubbard; Donald E. Knip- 
shield; Leslie H. Krause; John P. Luther; Victor J. Mattson; Marvel V. 
Peterson; Harold P. Petri; George E. Tiegs; Edward H. Trebs; Jesse E. 
Tubbs; Lewis M. Wallisch; Ernest G. Walsh; Stanley J. Walsh; Ivan O. 
Wilmer 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Wayne T. Buggs; John F. Campbell; Danie 
T. Courtney; Roger C. Dery; Wesley B. Fancher; Henry M. Knox; George 
M. McCarthy Jr; Robert E. Neeson; Joseph J. O’Brien; Lewis R. Phillips; 
George R. Prueher; Boyd A. Riese; Gilbert A. Ryman; Thomas H. Samek; 
Paul J. Schmidt; Donald K. Semrow; Bernard K. Shea; Dewayne E. 
Wasson 

PRIVATES: Robert M. Allen; Fay Baldon; Ray Baldon; Archie R. Bar- 
riage; Robert W. Bartz; Donald R. Berger; Robert E. Boehm; Jack V. 
Bruce; Lester R. Buggs; Melvin E. Buggs; Earl O. Burchard; John F. 
Burke; Willard H. Campbell; Alva J. Chapman; Charles V. Crompton; 
Herbert A. Durner; Wesley R. Elmer; Harold G. Fanning; John T. Fox; 
Alton K. Coff; Laurence H. Grim; Robert M. Harrie; Kenneth R. Hat- 
levig; Donald M. Heddleston; Raymond M. Hill; Kent W. Hughes Jr, 
Lyle G. Jacobs; Harold P. Keegan; Ronald J. King; Paul W. Klitzkie; 
Fred Krug; Alfred R. Langley; Lloyd Lobdell Jr; Harold F. Madison; 
Ralph A. Madison; James L. Manogue; Joseph F. McCrea; Claude N. 
Moreland; Carl N. Nickols; William F. Nolan; Joseph H. O’Connell; 
Emerson S. Rex; Lester E. Richards; Lloyd J. Richter; Orvis L. Rinehart; 
Joseph J. Rudnitzki; Owen L. Sandmire; Emil O. Schmidt; Kenneth 
E. Schoeberle; Donald Schultz; Leroy A. Scoville; Kenneth C. Squire; 
Arnold M. Steen; Gerald K. Sterken; Robert J. Stewart; Jerry E. Trickel; 
Edmund F. VanGalder; Glen K. White; John W. Wood 

(formerly 32d Tank Company) 

THE 135th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
W isconsin 

The 135th Medical Regiment was inducted into the Federal Service 
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on January 13, 1941. After induction, it was sent to Camp Shelby, Missis- 
sippi for training. 

At various times in 1941, the 135th Medical Regiment was in training 
with the 32d Infantry Division, both at Camp Livingston, and while the 
121st Field Artillery Regiment came to fire on the Camp Shelby ranges. 

“Down under” in the fall of 1942, the 135th was billeted with the 
126th Infantry Regiment at Camp Cable, Australia. It was there they 
helped the 127th Infantry prepare for its movement into the Papuan 
Campaign in New Guinea. 

Following the 32d Infantry Division to New Guinea, the 135th set up 
a hospital near Port Moresby. On nearby Tatana Island in early 1943, they 
assisted the remnants of the 127th Infantry in their journey back to Aus- 
tralia for rest and recuperation. 

Company “C” of the 135th Medical Regiment, in January of 1944, 
became part of the 126th Regimental Combat Team during the seizure 
of the Saidor Area and its airfields. Later, in Leyte and Luzon, units 
were in close support of the 32d Infantry Division during its drive down 
the Ormoc Valley, and later the Villa Verde Trail. 

*** *** Hr** *** 

HEADQUARTERS, 135th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Madison, VVi.sconsin 

OFFICERS: Colonel: William J. Bleckwenn. Lt. Col: Leo W. Peterson. 
Majors: Reinhard Becker; Leon S. Eagleburger; Anselm M. Keefe; Marc 
J. Musser Jr; Frederick J. Pohle. Captains: Walter Bakken; Walter T. 
Becker; Leo M. Boxer; Wilmer H. Christiansen; Lawrence W. Gabert; 
Frederick G. Hidde; Thurman E. Kendall; James H. Mackin; John O’D 
McCabe; Robert O. Meng; James E. Miller; Wilbur M. Moore; Frederick 

E. Wott; Albert J. Rasmussen; Melvin V. Schlaak; Edward W. Vetter; 
Lester L. Weissmiller; Philip M. Wilkinson. First Lts: Lawrence J. Camp- 
bell; Anthony J. Gagliano; John A. Gallogly; Robert S. Haukohl; John 

F. Holmes; Raymond A. McMahon; Gordon V. Nelson; John R. Peter- 
son; Cyril A. Schwarze: John N. Thanos. 2nd Lts: Emil A. Deamann; 
Raymond J. Houck; David H. Lipscombe; Joseph M. *Mano; Roy A. 
Neitzel; Stanley C. Sorenson; Milo M. Turner; Donald F. Westra. Warrant 
Officer: Charles L. Braem 

HEADQUARTERS & SERVICE COMPANY 
135th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Madison, Wisconsin 

OFFICER.S: Captain: Frederick E. Mott 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Earl R. Brandt. 
First Sergeant: Alan Nelson. Technical Sergeants: Duane F. Alexander; 
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Alvin H. Frazier. Staff Sergeants: Stanford R. Benner; Bliss L. Frazier; 
Eugene R. Tracy. Sergeants: Carl E. Hommel Jr; Roland S. Koellen; 
Charles F. Robson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Harry E. Baumgartner; William L. Frazier; 
Glen D. Kusche; Nonnan R. Lyster; Robert C. Paulson; Julius J. Nilles; 
Thomas E. Robson ; Harvey C. Scribner 

PRIVATES: Frederick M. Balsley; Victor Brantmeyer Jr; John J. DeBeck; 
Ralph J. Disch; Gordon G. Gabel; William E. Forrer; William W. Kelly; 
Robert L. Kjeverud; William Q. Murphy; Stanley M. Nelson; John J. 
O’Connell; Robert \^ Phillips; James H. Ring; Edward Rustick; Robert 
R. Schott; Lyle E. Scull; Robert E. Smith; Milton G. Teckam; John H. 
Tilker; Joseph D. Viney; Emil W. Wittwer; Newton G. Woldenberg; 
Eugene P. Younger; George E. Younger; Ralph J. Zwank 

BAND, 135th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Marshfield, Wisconsin 
OFFICERS: Warrant Officer: Charles L. Braem 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Maynard L. 
Peterson. Staff Sergeant: Garth G. Gray. Sergeants: Willis C. Arnold; 
Ernest G. Collier; Donal E. Keefer; Robert A. May. Corporals: Frederick 
W. Fornefelt; Clarence C. Marvin. 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Oris A. Anding; Robert O. Bingen; James 
R. Colby; John P. Conlon; Jake A. de Hartog; Harold J. Duval; Joseph 
A. Fleisner; Gerald H. Greves; Omar N. Hustedt; Harold J. Iverson; 
Ro.ss C. Johnson; Earl H. Knorr; Raymond P. Kraemer; Lester E. Krienke; 
Robert W. Kronholrn; Russell E. Lewallen; Clarence W. Mitten; Eddie A. 
Mueller; Harry A. Strieker: Ervin E. 'riiomas 

COMPANY A, 135th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Racine, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: 'riuirman E. Kendall 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: John H. Bailey. 
Se rgeants: Hubert P. Ki ueger: James M. Mueller; Nels N. Bush; William 
R. Schnetter; Rob(‘rt B. Williams. Cloiporals: Glen J. Mross; Donald A. 
Sternberg; Norbert F. Salbreiter 

PRIVATES FIRS'F CLASS: John D. C^oville; William J. Dailey; Harry G. 
Etmanc/yk: Ghnnert H. KriK'ger: John A. Meier; Raymond E. Mohr- 
bach(‘r; John E. She[)herd: Woodrow J, Svoboda: Robert L. Williams; 
Samuel Yoghourtjian 

PRIVATES: Harvey F. Anderson; Kenneth J. Andersen; James C. Ather- 
ton; James T. Chohanian; William T. ('(deman; Thomas E. Connolly; 
Virgil W. Coyne; Jack F". Crowe; William T. Delmater; Ralph E. Desotell; 
Morris C. Faust: William F. Frickensmith ; Lawrence F'. Heck; Richard 
A. Jackson: Joseph V. Kosierman; Aldon A. Kru(\ger; Chester J. Kuroski; 
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Arthur D. Langberg; Elmer L. Lieglcr; Jerome A. Lui; Raymond J. Lui; 
Melvin A. Lutz; Bernard P. Madden; Dean M. Malme; Ralph G. Mielke; 
Ralph D. Monson; Donald Neff; Franklin G. Otto; Elmer F. Plache; 
Carl B. Salbreiter; William F. Schafer; Stanley Serbus; Warren F. Shep- 
herd; Herbert L. Smith; John L. Smith; Raymond E. Steeves; Jerome 
S. W'allace; John A. Wells; Ranee E. Wiggins; Richard G. Wisecup; 
Russell W. Young; Cecil E. Zirkclback 

COMPANY B, 135th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Racine, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Leo M. Boxer 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Anthony C. Froffy. 
Staff Sergeant: Robert E. Watts; Harold A. Amundsen. Sergeants: Paul 
E. Jacobsen; Bart L. Humble: Clayton G. Scholz; Howard J. Spika. Cor- 
porals: Hugo K. Effenberger; Thofwald C. Loendorf; Waldemar W. Weber 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Ned N. Bucheri; Marshall Garbe; Fritz 
Hansen; Lome B. Hillier; Richard C. Krenzke; Kenneth W. Lange; Lloyd 
A. Johnson; Charles E. Hillier; Meyer Kohlberg; Rudolph C. Krenzke; 
LeRoy A. Seeger; Norman C. Wagner; Harold A. Savides; Arthur T. Tre- 
theway 

PRIVATES: Charles E. Allen; Robert M. Anderson; Russell H. Braund; 
Sam Bilello; George W. Alstad; Steve Cikel: Kenneth H. Alstad; Arnold 
A. Dertadian; Ervin H. Aude; Raymond H. Bergman; Charles Farina; 
Richard D. Beyer; Thomas J. Borglin; Howard J. Cody; Russell R. Gon- 
dert; Jon M. Hahn; Peter Bogan; Paul Hasko Jr; Dominic R. Januzzi; 
Steven Lipovsky; Leslie C. Larson; Alvin Klauser; Donald H. Jochum; 
Kenneth C. McLeod; Harr)' L. Rose; William T. Kratochvil; Carl H. 
Sanders; Charles J. Stehlik; Perry B. Langendorf; Sylvester R. Truckey; 
John Lipovsky: Harry E. Quinn; Ellsworth W. Braund; Paul L. Riebe; 
Sam Fragale; Robert Selky; Robert L. Wieezorek; Glenn H. Vetter; George 
H. Zebeli: Henry W. Kokke 

COMPANY D, 135th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: C^aptain: Wilmer H. Christiansen 

NON-C:OMMlSSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Harold E. Carey. 
Staff Sergeants: Roy H. Block; Richard A. Hebei; Elmer W. Keuck. 
Sergeants: Joseph Augustine; Doyle N. Fleury; John A. Mathiew; James 
S. Sprague. Corporals; Jack F. Buth: Donald F. Butzin 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Gerald F. Beier; David D. Dietrich; John 
H. Flynn; C3iarles C. Krogman: Donald C. Hanson; James VV^ May; Eben 
L. Robinson; Reed P. Robinson: John R. Srhlesinger; Emil Schultz; Wal- 
ter O. Spear; Raymond J. Stock. 
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PRIVATES; Jerome H. Brien; Arthur W. Cardwell; Raymond L. Cera; 
Michael J. Cira; Farris D. Dull'; Stanley J. Gamcarz; George E. Goebel; 
Richard A. Hansen; Richard F. Kopydlowski; Robert A. Kopydlowski; 
Charles H. Mahoney; Nonnan R. Meyer; Roland C. Mueller; Robert O. 
Olson; Luther L. Schleisner; Harol^ E. Schleuter; Jerry R. Smetzer; Merle 
C. Strong; Harry K. Wicsner; John Yashinsky 

COMPANY E, 135th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
VVaupvm, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain; Edward W. Vetter 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Redford L. 
Mcenk. Staff Sergeants: Arnold H. A. Pobanz; Morris Vande Zande; Wil- 
liam Wilderman. Sergeants: Harold E. Clark; Orville F. Dahl; Ferdinand 
C. Grebe; Willis A. Pluirn. Corporals: Delwin M. Boom; Delmar J. Ger- 
ritson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Elsmer L. Angeloff; George H. Boehler; 
Clyde W. Corrigan; Robert F. Hammond; Alfonso O. Jahn; Ra>Tnond R. 
Jahn; Hugo P. Kiefer; Leo S. Loomis; Theodore A. Pluirn; Bud H. 
Ryder; Charles J. Schultz; Howard \S . Schuitz 

PRIVATES: Orville L. Abel; Donald A. Ehlenfeldt; Louis E. Fischer; 
Erwin A. Griep; Emil J. Gruendemann; William H. Guenterberg; Jerry' 
J. Gutman; DeWayne E. Ingalls; Henry R. Kraus; William E. Linke; Les- 
ter R. Miller; Leo W. Mullica; Leonard G. Murray; Roy G. Nehring; 
Delmar Pater; Arthur H. Pluirn; Elmer A. Thielke; Norman G. Uecker; 
Raymond C. Uecker; Wallace Uecker; Harold G. Vander Schaaf; Lawrence 
Vossekuil; Robert J. Williams; Richard I. Wolf 

COMPANY G, 135th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
OFFICERS; Captain; John O’D McCabe 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS; First Sergeant; John P. Balas. 
Staff Sergeants; John J. Bohdalik; John D. Rodjinski; George F. Sceets. 
Sergeants: Albert M. Dubnicka; Clarence D. Elias; Victor G. Gagliano; 
Elmer D. Gajkowski; Arthur E. Hoeft; Robert N. Pokriefke; Richard J. 
Turzinski; Stanley W. Szczepanski. C^orporals: Donald M. Brandenstein ; 
Gordon J. Huber; Joseph J. Italiano; Pembroke C. Vine. 

PRIVATES FIRST CL.ASS: Palmer C. Brehmer; Raymond J. Buechs; 
Donald J. Clark; Claude Franks: Eugene F. Gallogly; Stanley G. Hasek; 
Walter J. Jablonski ; Thomas O. Mallion; Julian A. Meyer; Paul G. Miku- 
lovsky; Albert J. Nyman; Clarence W. Peckenpaugh; Harold Petta; John 
J. Pettit; John E. Werachowski ; Paul Wranik 

PRIVATES: Lester J. Baumann; Norman A. Benson; Harry P. Braun; 
.Vngelo Capizzi; Phillip Cicorelli; John C. dementi; Charles J. Conforti; 
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Richard A. Geb; Marvin R. Godfried; Ralph W. Grenel; George Grues- 
chow; Edward F. Hogan ; Alfred F. Jakubowski ; Milton C. Kachelmeier; 
Alois S. Kauder; Julius J. Kirch; Edward L. Krech; George P. Kronschnabl; 
Charles T. Kudija; Frank J. Kwiecien; Martin Lecher; George J. Majesky; 
Gilbert R. Maehrbass; Natale J. Perlonge; Edward J. Polega; Ray S. Roll- 
man; Jack W. Rossman; Thomas C. Schrader; Arthur W. Stephenson; 
Harold R. Tobin; Rudolph Toman; Donald Ulik; Jerome F. Uttke; 
Clifford N. Vanooyen; Karl H. Wetzel; George S. Wetzel 

COMPANY H, 135th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Madison, Wisconsin 

OFFICERS: Captain: Lester L. Weissmiller 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Mathew R. 
Baumgartner. Staff Sergeants: Evan R. Bertrand ; Theodore N. Halverson ; 
Henry J. Lohrman; John J. Loose. Sergeants: Carl E. Austin; George B. 
Beld; Bernard J. Bertrand; Arthur J. Halverson; Edward J. Huggins; 
Joseph M. Kinney; Franklyn N. Kundert; Everett F. Mathias. Corporals: 
Harold C. Edman; Lawrence P. McCarthy; David N. Gillies; Harold 
E. Wind 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Anton X. Angeli; Vernon V. Bass; James 
M. Borge; Spencer W. Bowman; Kenneth E. Burmeister; David C. Clark; 
Milton J. Gamer; Peter F. Gauer; Lewis H. Huggins; Richard H. Jackson; 
Alexander R. Kautzer; Edward J. Koster; Joseph M. Looze; Royce G. 
Natvig; Charles J. Pankow; Andreas C. Stolen; Earl H. Sundstrom 
PRIVATES: Walter J. Adelman; Edwin S. Bailey; Orville V. Beran; LeRoy 
C. Blankenheim; Edward V. Brewer; George B. Cole; James F. Cunning- 
ham; Thomas L. Dahle; Verlyn B. Dary; Paul T. Davenjx>rt; Henry 
W. Denruyter; Leon C. Dosch; Phillip Fox; Clyde C. Gallagher; Henry 
J. Gamer; Arnold G. Georgesca; Vincent I. Hack; Albert D. Hamann; 
Sidney P. Johnson; Stanley O. Johnson; Arnold B. Jones; Oscar C. Lemke; 
Harland A. Lippolt; Virgal E. Loveland; Charles H. McCann; Keith H. 
McDowell; Christoffer N. Odegaard; LaVeme C. Patton; Perry A. Pharo; 
Fred C. Stauffer; Edward A. Trameri; Floyd E. Van Sickle; Merrill J. 
Vivian; Harmon W. Wagman; Robert C. Wenger; George E. Wittwer 
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OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN 
OF THE 

MICHIGAN NATIONAL GUARD 
WHO ANSWERED THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES 
FEDERALIZED OCTOBER l5, 1940. 
(EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE INDICATED) 


HEADQUARTERS, THIRTY-SECOND DIVISION 
Lansing, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Col: LeRoy Pearson. Lt. Cols: Glenn B. Arnold. Signal Offi- 
cer: Ray Cotton. Finance Officer: Floyd Evans. Air Officer: Stuart T. 
Friant. Adjutant General: Harry T. Hanover, A C of S-1; Phillip C. 
Pack J. A. General; Ferris C. Standiford, A C of S, G-1. Majors: Kenneth 
L. Hallenbeck, Asst. G-3; William P. Schulte, Division Chaplain. Capt: 
George C. Braidwood, Asst. Adjutant General. 2nd Lt: Ernest F. Foster, 
Asst. Adjutant General 

DET. HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT, 
THIRTY-SECOND DIVISION 
Lansing, Michigan 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Robert D. An- 
gell; Merle G. Valentine. Tech. Sergeant: Thornton W. Monselle. Staff 
Sergeants: John R. Hicks, Jr; Raymond F. Horton; Robert L. Horton. 
Sergeant: Donald M. Ehret 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Lyle H. Hershey; Paul V. Rumpsa; Wendell 
J. Van Riper. 

PRIVATES: Theodore T. Abrams; Verland E. Boertman; Louis L. Cole- 
man; Sam Cotton; Marion W. Czmer; Robert J. Diebold; Gustav Faras; 
Marwood H. Goetz; Robert Harper; Ralph C. Hill; Clyde A. Johnson; 
William Montgomery; Jess M. B. Mosher; Murray R. Nelson; William J. 
Nichols Jr; George Paul Jr; Melvin G. Pratt; William H. Robinson; John 
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K. Ryder; Bronson C. Scruby; Levi B. Sibley; John M. Taylor; Elwood 
B. Watkins; Marvin P. Wilson 

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, THIRTY-SECOND DIVISION 

SPECIAL TROOPS 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Capt: Elmer G. Wallen. First Lt: Charles A. Borck 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: John Gogal; Archie 
Noorian; George Ouelette; William Rosenstein; Eugene Sprecher. Corpor- 
als: Ulphino Carrion; George Elledge; Joseph Szpak; William Whitman 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Leslie Hendricks; Bernard Horembala; John 
Jurinic; Chris Konstantine; James McCulloch; John Persha; Edward Ur- 
ban ; Elmer Webber. 

PRIVATES: Albert Antone; Alfred Brenckle; Frederick Buckley; John 
Dally; Sam Demopolis; John Dolet; Edward Fink; William Fleming; 
Ronald Caley; Jack Gulyas; Joseph Kalman; Woodrow Keenan; Robert 
Kincaide; Donald Koers; Albert Lacyk; Peter Lafakis; William Lennartz; 
Ted Lewis; Raymond Longton; August Malewska; Joseph Mathieu; Paul 
Meyers; Walter Mawrocki; Harold Paul; Steve Paulowski; Tom Rizzo; 
Woodrow Rohan; Theodore Russell; John Santowski; George Schilling; 
Arthur Serahnski; Hubert Sheldon; Miller Stamen; Noel Taylof; Marvin 
Van Horn; Arthur Wagner; William Williamson; George Zimmerman 

DIVISION SURGEON’S OFFICE, 32d DIVISION 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Col: John D. Buck, M.C. Majors: Cline S. Beurmann; 
Mathew E. Soller. Capt : Harland C. Andrews 

DIVISION SURGEON’S OFFICE DETACHMENT, 
THIRTY-SECOND DIVISON 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Capt: Harland C. Andrews 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Staff Sergeant: Jack M. Art. Cor- 
poral : Wilfrid Quinn 

PRIVATES: Leonard Hack; F. Ned Hand; Lewis G. Kellogg; Albert L. 
Van Daele: James F. Weeks 

HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT, SPECIAL TROOPS, 
THIRTY-SECOND DIVISION 
Detroit. Michigan 

OFFICERS: Capt: Philip F. Bacteke 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Staff Sergeants: Thomas M.Kas- 
por; Edwin N. Rzepecki 
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PRIVATES: Raymond M. Klimbal; Alex Mojeiko; Warren H. Johnson; 
Joseph H. McManus; Clair W. Griffith 

SPECIAL TROOPS, THIRTY-SECOND DIVISION 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Lt. Col: John J. Ostrander. Capts: Joseph W. Gable, Ord- 
nance; Leon D. Oyler, Signal Corps; Elmer G. Wallen, Infantry. First 
Lts: Lynus T. Brancheau, Medical Dept; Harry T. Croell, Signal Corps; 
Frank J. Lidke, Signal Corps; William L. Martin, Infantry; Gordon C. 
Meldrum, Signal Corps; Frederick A. Miller, Signal Corps; Malcolm C. 
Worden, Signal Corps. Second Lt: Paul E. Laughter, Infantry 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT; DET. SPECIAL TRAINS, 
THIRTY-SECOND DIVISION 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 

OFFICERS: First Lt. Lynus T. Brancheau 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICER: Staff Sergeant: George R. Conklin 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS: Morris E. Mason 

PRIVATES: Ernest H. Brixey; Donald W. Chadwick; Kenneth T. Sparks 

THIRTY-SECOND SIGNAL COMPANY 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Capt: Leon D. Oyler 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: James R. Bal- 
mer; Howard B. Clark. First Sergeant: Elwin R. Richards. Tech. Sergeants: 
John H. Bevier; Arthur E. Dicks. Staff Sergeants: Leo Brandt; William L. 
Brandt; Loren Dicks; Joseph W. Jobbitt; Raymond H. Lidke. Sergeants: 
Frank B. Bevier; Archie B. Camp; Raymond K. Graf; Clayton J. Huebner; 
Robert O. Lawrence; Clayton T. Oltersdorf; Harold E. Sinclair; Harold 
E. Thayer. Corporals: Kenneth R. Albertson; Edward J. Bailey; Lewis 
Barber; John V. Burlingame; Burl J. Chase; Jack A. Clark; Theophilius 
E. Fenker; Herbert K. Kidder; James M. Rohrer; Gerald E. Sinclair; 
Kenneth E. Townsend 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Bruce R. Cox; Roland Dobbie; James Foer- 
ster; Marvin R. Frye; Loyal Heater; Wilbur J. Hickman; Leonard C. 
Hoover; Walter Merritt; Sam Miller; George F. Paulsen; Leonard J. 
Pinto; Charles F. Renaud; Athol A. Ward; Lee C. Yen 
PRIVATES: Raymond J. Abbeg; Norman G. Ashby; Robert J. Bable; 
Leo Booth; Rolland T. Camp; Nellis L. Carrier; Robert E. Carter; Carl 
C. Chubb; Jesse T. Cobb; Chester I. Cole; Lawrence E. Conrad; Alfred 
Cook; Francis Couture; Carl E. Davis; Charles A. Dunn; Albert M. 
Dupont; William D. Eberts; Peter P. Estermcyer; John G. Evanoff ; Robert 
P. Fahmer; Henry G. Farrell; Lionel L. Fulton.; John O. Gates; Ernest 
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A. Gauss; Herman W. Gerwolls; Donald E. Gorney; Francis J. Grady; 
Clarence L. Groom; Ernest J. Groom; Raymond T. Halsey; Jerry L. Har- 
court; Donald W. Hayball; Anthony C. Heath; Clyde E. Hoffman; John 
F. Howard; Lynn W. Hudler; William A. Inman; Lawrence E. Jerrell; 
Vincent A. Jokerst; John A. Kreski; John A. Langer; Lyman A. Latham; 
Robert A. Lewis ; Guy R. Lipcamah ; James E. Madigan ; Robert W. Martin- 
dale; Robert F. McCans; Kenneth D. McFall; Marshall J. McKay; Jack G. 
Meckes; John Morrison; Gordon E. Nash; William S. Nelson; De Witt 
E. Newlin ; George E. Norris ; Robert Oltersdorf ; Jon W. O’Sullivan ; 
Harold H. Pepper; Richard L. Pepper; Clyde V. Petre; Joseph G. Petre; 
Paul P. Pokrywki; James N. Price; William H. Priestley; Earl J. Rhinehart; 
Everett V. Sanders; Jacob Schild; Joseph L. Schimmel; Harvey R. Schmidt; 
Gentry O. Simms; Charles W. Sinkule; Joseph Soja; James E. Spears; 
Wilson G. Springer; Robert A. Stanley; Guy V. Stewart; Howard J. 
Susterka; Floyd R. Thiel; Eugene G. Traxler; Delmar J. Walters; Nelson 
C. Waterbury; Beryl V. Westover; William J. White; Marvin O. Williams; 
William C. Wilkerson; Morley R. Wilson; Banjamin L. Wise; R. V. Wor- 
den; Edward E. Zeigler 

107th ORDNANCE COMPANY, SPECIAL TROOPS, 
THIRTY-SECOND DIVISION 
Pontiac, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Capt: Joseph W. Gable 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Tom V. McClusky. 
Tech. Sergeant: James Hall. Sergeants: Clare L. Cowles; Carl Hefner; 
Fred Smith; John Smith; Homer Swails. Corporals: Edward Cowley; John 
Harbert; Marvin McMahan; William M. Wilkinson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Kenneth A. Barton; Lyman P. Emory; Em- 
mett H. Johnson; William H. Oates; Milton J. Sackett. 

PRIVATES: John R. Broegman; Charles Broom; Milford J. Chubb; Ger- 
ald W. Eirschels; Arthur R. Gagnon; Leo J. Gagnon; Carl Graf; Patrick 
J. Hargert; William L. Hughes; Maurice Jenkinson; Roderick Kennedy; 
Leonard P. Laska; Reuben W. Minton; Kenward L. Miles; Ernest Miller; 
Franklin Phillips; William Rick; James M. Steinhoff ; Hershel L. Webb; 
Gerald M. Webb; Donald Williams: William Featherstone; Robert K. 
Patterson; Donald Jostock; Walter E. Zarski; Melvin Whitman 

107th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Colonel John B. Buck; Lt. Col: Carl Hanna. Majors: James 
A. Humphrey; James V. Lammy; Roland G. B. Marsh; Clyde S. Tarter. 
Captains: Earl J. Almaw; Charles Burt; Niles A. Clarke; Kenneth N. 
Clothier; M. M. Hansen; Robert H. Mahr; Harry' E. Northrup; Jerry 
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Pokorny; Herbert C. Wallace; William G. Whittaker. First Lts; William 
F. Bender; Martin L. Biery; John C. Demeulenaere ; Charles W. McColl; 
Robert A. Patterson; Harry J. Pearsall; Harry F. Vail; Haydn Williams; 
John F. Wurz. Second Lts: Robert L. Hughes; William McMahon. Warrant 
Officer: Joseph Fazio 

HEADQUARTERS & SERVICE COMPANY, 

107th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Harry E. Northrop 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: Judson Shuh. 
First Sergeant: Robert Carnes. Technical Sergeants: Frank Martin; Jona- 
than H. Miner; Lewis A. Pumple. Staff Sergeants: Keith W. Agy; 
Charles F. Kuhns; Marion J. Pytlewicz; Julius H. Van Daele. Sergeants: 
Lloyd M. Duffield; Earl L. Geissman; Frank A. Smith 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Ernest Alderman; Walter G. Batory; Mil- 
fred R. Beliveau; Lowell M. Bush; Carl H. Herke; Charles W. Leslie; 
Anthony S. Mann; Arthur H. Pode; Francis S. Roberts; Oliver G. Shuh 
PRIVATES: Stanley S. Batory; Rex W. Castle; Robert E. Domke; Lee 
P. Duncan; Sidney Fuhrer; Dorrence W. Graham; William A. Holcomb; 
Arthur J. Haack; Edward J. Kubinski; Richard G. Kroesing; Ben T. 
Kush; Robert L. Lavender; John A. Marieb; Stanley Millington; Aloysius 
J. Nadolski; Arthur A. Ostrowski; Edward W. Perkins; Robert Ruelle; 
Albert D. Santillo; Jack E. Schroeder; Melvin C. Schultz; James C. Smith; 
George D. Young 


BAND SECTION, 107th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Jerry Pokorny 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Cass A. 
Cooper. Staff Sergeant: Stephan A. Zeman. Sergeants: Frank H. Asbury; 
Sammel Huron. Corporals: Simon Morris; Fred C. Osemlak 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Stephen J. Boyus; Frank C. Lorimer; Joseph 
Lozana; Edward Moran; Alvin Winkelman; Lawrence J. Zuccaro 
PRIVATES: John F. Boyus; LeRoy E. Clarke; Raymond C. Egner; Her- 
bert C. Herfurth; Willard F. Perkins; Paul A. Schimmel; Morley W. 
Wallis; Leonard J. Wendolowski; Stephan Worchiak; Carl L. Young 


COMPANY A, 107th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Bay City, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Herbert C. Wallace 

NON-COMMIS.SIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Carl G. Laetz; 
Staff Sergeants: Walter L. Englehardt; Carl A. Werth. Sergeants: Ray- 
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mond A. Bickham; Harold R. Davis; Theodore R. Laetz. Corporals: 
August V. Gasta; Richard A. Kolb; John S. Piasecki 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Lawrence H. Bedell; Harold L. Birch; Frank 
H. Davis; Roy A. Helbig; Edward H. Husband; Walter E. Kester; William 
Knaub; Paul C. Lee; Quillion J. McDowell; Emmons G. Miller, John P. 
Novakowski; Florian D. Rewers; Ferdinand J. Schlitt; William K. Schlitt; 
Lawrence E. Schmidt; Alexander L. Witucki; Eugene F. Wojciechowski 
PRIVATES: Thomas Bedell; Francis A. Carrier; John M. Fox; Alvin P. 
Garwick; Raymond J. Goulet; Arthur William Harding; Jackson W. 
Hauck; Eugene A. Jankowski; Harry F. Johnson; James O. Kent; Emil 
Kraut; Floyd S. Kryszak; Joseph G. Knaub; Edwin E. Kuhnke; George 
B. Langlois; Alva J. Little; Arthur G. Little; Edward J. Mazurkiewicz ; 
Edward F. McElwain; Rollin J. Montroy; George M. Oliver; Virgil T. 
Owczarzak; Albert H. Reynolds; Albert M. Richardson; Victor H. Samp- 
son; John G. Sauve; Martin M. SeifFerly; John R. Shader; Eugene S. 
Shacki; Donald R. Toland; George W. Uhrich; Bernard A. Ulman; John 
W. Wynne; Peter F. Wejrowski; Robert E. Zube 

COMPANY B, 107th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Wyandotte, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: Niles A. Clarke 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Anthony Piskorski. 
Staff sergeants: Robert W. McNab; William H. Thompson. Sergeants: 
Raymond L. Cole; Charles F. Ester; Edward J. Helminski; Howard J. 
Rafter. Corporals: Robert S. Howard; Paul V. Owens; Chester J. Malin- 
owski 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: John J. Balowski; Boyd Benedict; Alphonsus 
F. Betker; Joseph Biebel; Barney J. Bozymowski; Clinton E. Draheim; Alex- 
ander Galloway; Francis B. Kenny; Walter F. Koralewski; William W. 
Matzkow; Erwin McKinney; Charles L. Morrin; George D. Prickett ; 
Carlyle H. Schotter; Walter Spence; Joseph R. Truskolaski 
PRIVATES: John J. Baunoch; Legrant N. Bondy; John Dolinski; Ray- 
mond C. Emmert; Arthur F. Grunwald; Charles G. Frank; Louis A. Gor- 
dos; Leo J. Higginson; Kostanty J. Jarzyna; Clarence R. Kannberg; Victor 
J. Kulswczyk; Lawrence W. Mahalak; James P. McGinnis; Norman E. 
Mink; Clayton F. Mitchell; Lyle L. Niefert; James L. Ososkie; Robert M. 
Patchin; Richard D. Poisson; John Rauch; William M. Springstead; Joseph 
D. Stepaniak; Oscar F. Stoelt; Sidney Terwilliger; Edwin H. Thearling; 
Leo W. Trudell; Robert Van Auker; Melvin A. Wallace; Frank J. Wei- 
mert; John James Zemke 

COMPANY G, 107th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Charles H. Burt 
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NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: William E. Bums. 
Staff Sergeants: Ted J. Aras; William Barnes; Robert Blanchard; John 
Hapiuk. Sergeants: Joseph Brusca; Edward J. Czamecki; Casmere Paw- 
lowski; Alfonse Tomnezieki; Joseph J. Wasylyshyn; Arthur A. Widnaw- 
ski. Corporals: George Hazuka; Joseph J. Stefankiewicz; Adelbert F. 
Strickland 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Ralph F. Brunell; Reginald Dawick; Robert 

D. Furney; Morris G. Grimes; George Harry; Leonard T. Kucinski; Chester 
Kurlej; Clayton J. May; Walter L. Mitchell; Milton L. Morency; Steve A. 
Mawrocki; William Newman; John Popiwchak; Franklin L. Sawyer; Mar- 
ston J. Wagster 

PRIVATES: James F. Allen; Saul I. Berkowitz; Eugene J. Blond; Virgil 
J. Bonacci; Clarence A. Bray; Cecil E. Cabay; Walter J. Campbell; Frank 

E. D’Hondt; Harry F. Dixon; Henry F. Domanowski; William R. Flan- 
nagan; Walter J. Gadula; Roland A. Galameau; Mitchell J. Gugnacki; 
Gordon J. Hamel; Mike Hapiuk; Creighton W. Harris; Arthur Kolakowski; 
Edward Kolakowski; Edward Lane; Kieth D. Littell; James R. Mathews; 
John McCarthy; Patrick J. McGlue; JayDee McIntyre; George Michael; 
Steve A. Mroczkowski; Walter G. Putt; Thaddeus Rybicki; Leo A. Schulte; 
Walter J. Smiecinski; Arthur Tipton; Frank Tomaszycki; George J. Tulaus- 
kas ; Bill Zagorski 


COMPANY D, 107th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Monroe, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Robert H. Mahr 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Frank G. Corns. 
Staff Sergeants: William T. Massalsky; John D. Newbem; Marvin J. 
Pierce. Sergeants: George E. Jarrait; Roy E. Mueller. Corporals: Albert 
W. Johnson; John D. Lindner 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Herbert R. Baker; Milward J. Beaudry; 
Charles H. Buck; Howard B. Foor; Benjamin L. Hurd; Woodrow A. 
Lindsay; Don N. Pierce; Charles C. Modorcia; Oliver D. Trouten; Chester 
H. Wilhelm 

PRIVATES: Norman F. Ansel; Arthur L. Beaudry; Walter H. Bondy; 
E\'crctt R. Bosenbark; George J. Boyan; Robert L. Buck; Chester A. 
Burkey: Esilio Cardella; Jesse F. Call; Steve M. Domansky; Arnold J. 
Farner; James W. Fisk; Sidney F. Frankhouse; Robert C. Gessner; 
Charles Heckla; Russell E. Hile; George A. Hopkins; Vernon N. Kohler; 
Cyril F. LeFaut; Arnold F. Lajiness, Malcolm N. Larrow; Joe R. Mig- 
liore; Ralph C. Mueller; Kenneth. E. Robideau; Albert R. Robinson; 
Roger L, Santure; Alvia O. Twitty; Claude L. Twitty; Herbert L. Wil- 
liams 
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COMPANY E, 107th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Bay City, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Firet Lt: Harry F. Vail 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Gerald P. Hughes. 
Staff Sergeants: Webster P. Laetz; Clair R. St. Pierre; George Williams. 
Sergeants: Woodrow L. Duford; Louis M. Repkie; Thomas J. Whalen; 
Charles W. Wilcox. Corporals: Mack V. Dinsmore; Earl D. Savage 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Raymond M. Anthony; Donald J. Craw- 
ford; Charles W. Glave; Robert W. Hamme; Maurice N. Hogan Jr; 
John S. Janowicz Jr; Joseph E. La Forest; Cameron D. Martin; Harold 
J. Weiler; Thomas J. Williams 

PRIVATES: William C. Abdella; Charles W. Aldrich; Richmond F. Brown; 
Robert Louis Burk; Leonard B. Bailor; Lawrence W. Courville; James 
L. Ecker; Mark Roy Ennes; Robert A. Gunther; Frank J. Kaunitz; 
Glenn A. King; Mike Koblinski Jr; John J. Kosecki; Lawrence H. La- 
Vasseur; Charles B. Mahoney; Robert B. Nystrom; Virgil C. O’Dell; 
Athanase J. Pasant; Edlore J. Pasant; Robert M. Pilditch; Eugene C. 
Reinbold; Mural H. Richards; Walter F. Schoof; Slyvester J. Sment; 
George C. Stamiris; Clayton M. Tacey; Norman A. Vennix; Kenneth F. 
York ; William T. Zacharko 

COMPANY H, 107th MEDICAL REGIMENT 
Belding, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: M. M. Hanson 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Staff Sergeants: Kenneth O. 
Beach; Earl W. Haines; Ransom D. Rhodes. Sergeants: Edward A. 
Bailey; Cecil C. King; Carl W. Moore; Lyle J. Moore; Ray L. D. Mc- 
Naughton; Ronald C. Shank. Corporals: Kenneth E. Heether; Volley D. 
Holbrook ; Robert S. Quillan 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Robert W. Bussell; David L. Cameron; 
George S. Chase; Roy A. Chase; Edward J. Doyle; Victor D. Rhodes; 
Frank J. Ronk 

PRIVATES: Thomas G. Andersen; Albert J. Anderson; Richard K. Baylis; 
Hubert L. Belding; Walter Beukema; Herbert S. Branch; Gerald Bregg; 
Delos E. Buckingham ; Raymond V. Bush ; Louis W. Cole ; George W. 
Comer; John R. Cowles; Louis C. Eberhardt; LaVere C. Foss; William F. 
Greene; George H. Groom; John H. Haas; John H. Johnson; Herman 
Kannegieter; Albert W. Kerns; .^Ivin C. Kerns; Robert H. Klemm; James 
N. Lake; Robert M. Lovell; Guy D. Lozo; Bill A. Martin; Clayton E. 
McNaughton; Arthur H. Nielsen; George K. Ottinger; Edgar A. Reeds; 
Sheldon E. Rhodes; Lawrence W. Rowe; Louis S. Schneider; Roy E. 
Sower; William R. Sower; Walter M. Taggart; Russell J. Thompson; 
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Charles H. Thurston; Harry W. Vaughan; Donald D. Ward; Milton E. 
Weeks; Creston E. Wood; Clarence S. Wright 

107th ENGINEERS 

OFFICERS: Colonel: Ralph A. Loveland. Majors: Arthur Knowles; Ar- 
thur M. Killin; Gustave A. Schellhase; Robert M. Adams. Cap- 
tains: Philip C. Satterthwaite ; William F. Milford Jr. 1st Lts: John 
N. Adams Jr; Charles S. Cook; Philip D. Pearson; Allan F. Olson; Loren 
W. Jenkins; William J. Karas; John P. Ryan; Alvin J. Broduer; Charles 
T. Curdy; Graham B. Ladd; Richard G. Marossy; William A. Maples; 
John G. Reid; Cecil F. Clark; Garfield L. Lindquist; Edwin C. Floyd. 
Second Lts: Frederick J. Saam; William Richards; Thomas S. Numberger; 
Edwin R. Slear; Charles A. Hanover; Leonard C. Ward; Willis D. Dickefis. 
Warrant Officer: Thomas R. Porter 


HEADQUARTERS & SERVICE COMPANY, 107 ENGINEERS 

Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: 1st Lt: Richard G. Marossy 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: Frank E. Bar- 
nett; Donald J. Fournier; Angus M. Tenant; Jack R. Woodruff. First Ser- 
geant: Joseph D. Vineyard. Technical Sergeants: Frank Dow; Charles T. 
Stevenson. Staff Sergeants: Ronald E. Darling; Willis C. Swanton; How- 
ard J. Vetenko. Sergeants: William E. Cobane; Edward Franchi; Frederick 
F. Krause; Major E. Stevenson; Robert W. Waters. Corporals: Peter P. 
Augustitus; Emmett F. Pry; Murray A. Smith; Victor Kishalonis; Donald 
C. Wilde ; John M. Robinson 

PRIVATES, GRADE VI: E. H. Borrusch; Richard E. Fischer; Walter 
F. Flath; Henry W. Frank; Ellwood C. Johnson; Dale W. Maus; Milton 
McCampbell; Jack C. McClure; T. J. Mlotkowski; Jack E. Sawtell; 
George Smith; Jack E. Smith; Robert A. Wilder; Clarence K. White; 
Frederick Pranger 

PRIVATES, GRADE VII: Alden T. Ballard; Raymond T. Bonkowski; 
Donald J. Bums; John W. Colquist; Louis E. Cowan; Russell I. Cowan; 
Jack L. Cramer; James D. Cribbis; Henry A. Damman; Lew F. Frost; 
Harold D. Gawthrop; Eugene Hamlin; Neil E. Huard; Robert G. Hunter; 
Mike Hydo; William Jackson; James W. Jones; Harvey J. Keller; Walter 
J. Kierczak; Leonard J. Lapinski; James E. Ledbetter; Harsel G. Lubahn; 
Howard W. Lubahn; Robert N. Mass; John B. Meyers; Newton R. Millen; 
William R. Nolan; Donald T. Offord; Thomas L. Pry; Edward F. Purdy; 
Elmer D. Riew; Jack H. Robinson; John L. Robinson; John A. Schlippi; 
Arthur C. Stevenson ; Russell S. Stevenson 
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MEDICAL DETACHMENT, 107th ENGINEERS 
Calumet, Michigan 
OFFICERS: 1st Lt: Charles T. Curdy 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Frank J. Grahek; Ame A. Louma; Joseph 
N. Shaltz; Robert L. Spurr; Oscar Stoos 

PRIVATES: Ellard U. Beck; Charles B. Bessoncn; Charles VV. Dimmer; 
Paul A. Ethier; Martin L. Hensley; Clifford C. Herstrom; Leonard Lam- 
pela; Stephen Lawrence; Wesley N. Moilanen; Lionel J. Paquette; August 
P. Parisot; Benjamin M. Radeks; Charles J. Rastello; Joseph P. Schmitt ; 
Robert E. Schneiderhann ; Alvin K. Weir 

REGIMENTAL BAND, 107th ENGINEERS 
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Major: Arthur M. Killin 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant, Grade II: Al- 
ger F. Strickling. Staff Sergeant, Grade HI: Paul C. Rapp. Sergeants, 
Grade IV: Glenn W. Gregg; John J. Kiley; Clarence H. Wade. Corporal: 
Clinton E. Luckes 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Robert L. Calder; William H. Claspell; 
Jack A. McLean; Robert C. Smith; Merlin Wilson 

PRIVATES: Watson J. Barber; Ronald E. Bosley; Norman I. Davis; 
Merrill C. FitzGerald; Paul F. Florence; Donald J. Howson; Daniel A. 
Hughes; Cyril W. Knowles; Harvard I. McDowell; Americo J. Metro; 
George L. Mills; Edmond J. Paquette; Alton W. Rapin; Frederick T. 
Rose; Gordon W. Shunk; John E. Werve; Lawrence E. Wilcox 

COMPANY A, 107th ENGINEERS 
Escanaba, Michigan 

OFFICERS: First Lt: Loren W. Jenkins 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants, Grade HI: Joseph L. 
Andreske; Werner W. Palmquist. Sergeants, Grade IV: Floris Fredrick- 
sen; Roy M. Ingalls; Raymond J. Louis; Paul G. Noyes; Dolor M. Perow; 
Gerald O. Plunkett. Corporals, Grade V : David Alperovitz; Joseph J. Noyes; 
Robert G. Olson; Chester A. Schram 

PRIVATES, GRADE VI: Anton G. Grnkovich; LeRoy A. Erickson; 
Norman E. Druding; Jack B. Garx'ey; Harold O. Gross; Raymond J. 
Kezetti : George L. Lieungh ; Robert A. Malstrom ; Joseph C. Spangler 
PRIVATES, GRADE VII: Raymond A. Anders; George C. Anderson; Jon 
E. Andrews; Edwin F. Artley; Harold W. Baker; Antone C. Barcewski; 
Thomas C. Bardowski; Carl M. Barker; Gordon H. Bebeau; Glenn A. 
Billy; Earl C. Bonville; William L. Bruley; Howard W. Carlson; Charles 
B. Camago; Herman A. Caron; Edward L. Cretens; Kenneth F. Dado; 
Theodore Dart; William E. Dishno; Joseph L. Dupont; Arnold H. Eagle; 
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Henry L. Ehrenberg; Ransom E. Ehrenberg; George L. Eyster; Michael 
K. Farrell; James W. Fitzpatrick; Floyd J. Forvilly; Augustin Gagnon; 
Clifford H. Gamache; Henry L. Germer; Arthur J. Gibour; Ralph F. 
Godfrey; Francis L. Guay; Joseph Hajduk; Carl Helmen; James H. Hen- 
nessey; Waino E. Honkala; Gerald J. Jenkins; Arvid A. Johnson; Carl W. 
Johnson; Roy J. Johnson; Stanley J. Kell; Roach S. Kidd; Alvin D. Kin- 
berg; Clifford J. LeBombard; Francis L. LaBrie; John J. LaFave; Alfred 
J. LeGault; Reino J. Lahtela; Louis A. Malinoske; Clifford W. McKenney; 
James L. McLeod; Paul R. Miller; Francis N. Monett; Raymond M. 
Mornson; James R. Nelson; Robert L. Nelson; Kenneth E. Olson; Charles 
N. Orrand; Harlan J. Peterson; Louis J. Poisson; Leonard J. Pouquette; 
Charles P. Porod; Charles R. Potvin; Joseph J. Powers; Rudolph C. Raspor; 
Sydney C. Rivard; Herbert N. Schuler; Milton R. Schwichtenberg ; Arthur 
R. Seymour; Gideon G. Sloan; Dean J. Slye; Nason F. Smith; Ralph E. 
Soper; Lloyd W. Sorby; Kenneth J. Spaulding; Victor J. Stevens; Gerald 
T. St. Jacques; John E. Sukup; Robert J. Tappen; Royal J. Taylor; 
Albert C. Texmunt; Kenneth O. Thorbjomsen; Donald R. Triplett; Fran- 
cis R. Trottier; Leo J. Trudeau; George Vargo; Florian Wienckowski ; 
Kenneth A. Wienckowski; Walter F. Wilson; Raymond O. Wittkoff; An- 
thony W. Wutkevicz 


COMPANY B, 107th ENGINEERS 
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 
OFFICERS; First Lt. John N. Adams 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Staff Sergeants: Earl B. Lewis; 
Leslie A. Read. Sergeants: Raymond P. Heuer; Keith C. Lucas; James 
E. Myers. Corporals: Nelson C. Baker; Wilbur O. Belleau 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Paul Allen; George W. Barker; Charles L. 
Bernier; Paul E. Berube; Samuel E. Bohrer; John B. Caster; Kenneth H. 
Crebo; Edward H. Hoomstra; Ernest A. Kearbey; John E. Mackin; Stanley 
J. Moloney; Clarence M. Riggs Jr; Frank W. Smith 

PRIVATES: Cleveland E. Adams; George R. Akkenen; Merlin H. Baker; 
William J. Bjunes; Arthur C. Bosley; Donald D. Bosley; Harvey F. Bourque; 
Earl W. Brownlee; Joseph E. Buck; Hilary A. Butler; Kenneth Butler; 
Robert J. Campbell; Ward B. Carlstrom; Vern R. Cartweight; Lee E. 
Clark; Leonard F. Colwell; Edward T. Cook; Claude R. Delaney; Clarence 
A. DeMerse; William J. Dory; William G. Douglas; Herbert L. Duff; 
Carl S. Evans; Joseph F. Fornicola; Melvin E. Francke; Keith M. Freeze; 
William R. Germain; Albert R. Gervais; Roger A. Gervais; Hiram W. 
Gilroy; Melvin H. Gilroy; John A. Hanna; John G. Hansen; John W. 
Hawkins; Guy R. Haynes; Lyle J. Hewitt; Hugo J. Hill; Eino E. Johnson 
Charles M. Kabke; Clifton R. Kemp; Phillip M. King; Stanley R. Levall; 
Milton H. Lewis; Roy B. L’Huiller; Joel V. Littlefield; Willard M. Little 
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field; John W. Mackey; Warren J. McCord; Arnold A. McDonald; Ford 
L. McDonald; Lynn R. McDonald; James B. McKerchie; Harold J. Miller; 
Russell H. Mills; Harold V. Molinaro; Clarence E. Nelson; Francis S. 
Oakes; Charles E. Omans; Walter L. Osmar; John R. Payment; Junior L. 
Powell ; Albert O. Rabineau ; Benjamin A. Roberts ; Rupert Robertson ; How- 
ard B. Santiago; William E. Seppala; William J. Sharpe; Francis J. 
Shawa; Toivo K. Simonen; Samuel J. Skidmore; Howard C. Smith; Vem 
N. Smith; Richard G. Splan; Frederick E. Stewart; Wilfred J. Vigneaux; 
Stanley J. Wasilewake; William A. Weston; Joseph L. Wickman; Wood- 
row F. Wilcox ; Leo P. Wilson 

COMPANY C, 107th ENGINEERS 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: First Lt: Cecil F. Clark 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeants: Charles F. Linds- 
ley. Staff Sergeants: Frank Lovejoy; Jerome Muhleman Jr; William He- 
witt. Sergeants: Raymond E. Belcher; John K. Cruickshank; Jack J. 
Hyder; Walter K. Moen; Lester G. Powell; Joseph J. Lacyk; James M. 
Sweeney; Mack Masters. Corporals: Richard E. Dunham; Pierre A. 
Hess; Elmer B. Scovill; Chester N. Kuffel 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Theodore M. Buckowski: Sidney D. Grayes; 
Stanley J. Goetz; George H. Hibberd; Jacob Kaplan; Harry A. Piantkow- 
ski; Ernest G. Kelm; Leonard E. Ricketts; James E. Scovill; Harry Y. Scott 
PRIVATES, GRADE VII: George L. Ackerman; William A. Eckman; 
William A. Firchau; Chin Kim Fook; Robert W. Ford; James A. Fotiu; 
Anthony Gerzanics; Houston Goff; Elmer N. Hicks; Frank L. Latourell; 
Mike Maday; William G. McCoy; Charles R. Pomeroy; Edmund Pakula; 
Leonard Piper John A. Romanos; Leonard A. Scensny; Edward V. 
Solowy ; Charles T. Spadacini 

COMPANY D, 107th ENGINEERS 
Marquette, Michigan 
OFFICERS: First Lt: Philip D. Pearson 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Edward L. Fox. 
Staff Sergeants: Wilbur N. Hodge; Walter K. Kenny. Sergeants: Ignatius 
A. Bernardi; Raymond J. Campeau; Theodore G. Corombos; David F. 
Finnegan; William A. Hill; Robert R. McCombie; Harold R. Smith. 
Corporals, Grade V: Armondo E. Ambelagi; Williatn H. Davey; Thomas 
Gyles; Fred A. Langlois; Chester R. Prideaux; Martin Terzaghi; Lee J. 
Wetton 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASvS: Blaise J. Altobello; Richard J. Ball; Jack 
P. Cardoni; Donald M. Duquette; Howard A. Gauthier; Ludvig Hytinen; 
Walfred V. Mickelson; Richard Oates; Benjamin O. Pascoe; George E. 
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Prideaux; Warren H. Quinn; Louis J. Tassone; Harris A. Warner; George 
A. Youren 

PRIVATES: Bruno M. Barbiere; Thomas G. Beard; Anthony Bobish; 
James P. Brogan; Francis L. Campeau; Ernest H. Carlson; Ralph E. 
Carlton; Charles J. Carr; Nicholas J. Conte; Paul C. Crowley; Peter B, 
Denofre; Charles T. Deschaine; Wallace H. Goodreau; Stanley L. Hale; 
Painter J. Harris; Robert M. Hill; Edwin R. Hutchens; Woodrow W. 
Johnson; William E. Ketola; Eino A. Koskela; George A. Lafkas; Robert 
L. Lambert ; Merritt J. Leaf ; Arvo K. Mattson ; Walfred M. Mattson ; 
David S. McCombie; Myles F. McCombie; Walter M. McDonald; Harold 
A. Menapace; Jerome D. Morin; Murray G. Moon; Robert A. Nicholas; 
Jack E. O’Neil; George O. Partanen; Francis S. Phillips; Edward A. 
Polinghore; Elmer R. Ring; William P. Shea; Fred J. Sofio; James C. 
Steele; Frank J. Tasson; Robert M. Tonn; William A. Tompkins; George 
W. Turri; Leonard F. Vanlinden; James L. Vann; Wendell K. Vernquist; 
Edward C. Vickstrom; Alfred E. Vucitech; Edward L. Werholm; Clark 
A. Wickstrom; Richard H. Wills 

COMPANY E, 107th ENGINEERS 
Calumet, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain William F. Milford J.R. 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Yngve H. Boberg. 
Staff Sergeants: Henry J. Geueke; Charles Strobel. Sergeant, Grade IV: 
Lawrence J. Brouillette; Matt B. Hirsch; Robert L. Manninen; Richard 
Prophet ; Joseph D. Ricca ; Anthony L. Shager. Corporals, Grade V : Ray- 
mond E. Kinonen; Robert M. Schneller ; Charles W. Waara; Reino A. Weir 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS, GRADE VI: Joseph W. Banovetz; Frederick 
W. Bessonen; Charles E. Kaqjinen; William G. Pinch; John M. Somrak; 
Ernest J. Tamborino; Earl C. Terrill; Ralph C. Tressel; Fred D. Trestrail 
PRIVATES, GRADE VII: Leo R. Amala; Raymond J. Baril ;• Herbert S. 
Bastion; Bernard R. Belaire; Joseph Berger; Clarence F. Boberg; Clarence 
G. Broberg; Albert J. Capello; Clement J. Cassette; Ernest J. Cassette; 
Edward M. Cavanaugh; Anton M. Chopp: Henry G. Coppo; Leo E. 
Cote; Reuben J. Couvion; Anton Crnkovich; James A. Cuffe; Benedict 
J. Drake; Alvin G. Dupuis; Rudolph J. Fontaine; Robert E. Franchini; 
Arthur J. Hamel; Gordon P. Hoganson; Ernest M. Jacobson; Donald E. 
Jarvey; Eino A. Karpinen; Paul A. Kaster; William. C King; Frederick 
Kitti; Edwin F. Kipina; Robert Kneebone; Henry E. Lanctot; George 
A. LcBlanc; Gordon A. Lorasch; Evertt Mariani; Peter M. Maynarich; 
Jack B. McLaurin; Charles M. Millard; Jerome J. Mondeau; Joseph B. 
Monticello; Ernest T. Morton; Russell F. Myers; Arthur J. Paquette; 
Thomas S. Peters; Francis L. Ploof; Jacob W. Rachki; Frank V. Rosich; 
Frank F. Sitar; Martin J. Sterbenz; Michael E. Strucel; Francis R. St. 
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John; Rudolph W. Tressel; Wendell W. Takala; Clarence G. Tauriainen; 
Paul J. Van Abel; Ben Weir; William W. Williams 

COMPANY F, 107th ENGINEERS 
Calumet, Michigan 
OFFICERS: First Lt: John P. Ryan 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Fii'st Sergeant: Reuben N. Col- 
wander. Staff Sergeants: Fabian Archambeau; Edwin K. Kohn. Sergeants: 
Anton J, Battuelle; Edward J. Cloutier; John Kovachich; John A. Mor- 
rison; Albert A. Oja; Martin F. Siltanen; James H. Trudgen; Wallace H. 
Waara; Ransom J. Blondo. Corporals: Carl E. Hayrenen; Charles E. 
Heikkenen; Walfred J. Pelto; Carl W. Stenson; Frederick A. Waara; Wer- 
ner Kariniami; John R. Wilmers; Edward A. Wiitanen 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Robert J. Cloutier; Elmer A. Sjogren; Alfred 
V. Andrews; Frederick H. Phillips; Theodore Rein 

PRIVATES: Grant A. Ackerland; Gerald E. Anderson; Lionel G. Asselin; 
Raymond C. Aho; Hubert L. Beauchamp; Stanley M. Blondo; Robert D. 
Brisson; Elwood J. Collins; Francis Danis; Russell J. DeMars; William M. 
Ferkovich; Roy W. Frisk; Leonard J. Gaulin; Harold J. Gaulin; LeRoy 
F. Gruber; Albert E. Harjala; Albert J. Hein; Gerald W. Heitala; Clyde 

H. Johnson; William M. Johnson; Wilbert K. Juntunen; George E. Karhu; 
Norman R. Karvonen; Paul Keckonen; Raymond J. Koskela; Clarence 
E. Leveque; Raymond R. Linna; George B. Linna; John Mukavec; Albert 

I. Newgord; Norman H. Oja; Reuben J. Pelland; Linus G. Pepin; Bernard 
E. Perreault; Edmund C. Provost; Clayton Richards; John E. Salmela; 
Leonard J. Sanchez; Thomas J. Spelich; Frank J. Spritzer; August J. 
Stukel; Allen J. Sheridan; Francis M. Swykert; Earl J. Talvensaari; Russell 

J. Terrill; Paul J. Trione; Raymond L. Versailles 

HEADQUARTERS, SIXTY-THIRD INFANTRY BRIGADE 

Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Brigadier General: Thomas Colladay. Lt. Col: Laurence 
McKenny. Captains: Bernd G. Baetcke; Richard D. Boerem; Paul F. 
Lutz. First Lt: John R. Saxton. 2nd Lt: Joseph L. McChesney 

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 

SIXTY-THIRD INFANTRY BRIGADE 
Detroit, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain Paul F. Lutz 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Gilmer B. Sharp. 
Technical Sergeant: Jean P. Schafer. Sergeants: Edward P. DeVreugd; 
Eugene G. Drouillard; Clifton K. Georgia; Arthur Kraft; John S. Mark; 
Arthur J. Widrig. Corporals: Garfield Hay; Frank J. Wojciak 
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PRIVATES FIRST CLASS; John J. Baird; Hunter Beattie; Owen Coyle; 
Hugh K. Curran; Stanley J. Grzanka; Robert R. Hanna; Peter Jarmose- 
vich; Joe LeBrun; Carl J. Matchett; James Pazarena; Phil Starzynski 
PRIVATES: Arthur E. Banacky; Clarence C. Baysdell; Walter F. Be^'gner; 
William C. Ellison; Joseph Filey; Harry L. Fowler; Phillip P. Gaulin; 
Glenn Greenwood; Frederick J. Kail; Joseph Kroll; Emil Magier; Laurence 
Montry; George Mulloy; Calvin J. Murphy; Harold E. Newton; Richard 

D. Newton; Benne Richardson; William Rigstad; John W. Rowley; John 
Sutocky; Robert Trudell; Joseph Welsh; Stephen F. Zimmer 

125th INFANTRY 

OFFICERS; Colonel: Matthias Wiesenhoefer. Lt. Cols: Edmund J. Car- 
rier; William J. Hendrick; Weyland L. Miller; James R. Randall. Majors: 
Brice C. W. Custer; Merle S. Mitchell; Claud M. Stafford. Captains; 
Orville C. Ammerman; Jabcz M. Brewster; Omar D. Brown; Joseph W. 
Burba; Garnet J. Burlingame: Charles A. Custer; Edward Dare; Joljn R. 
Day; Joel E. Dobbs; Douglas E. Des Rosier; Richard P. Goeckel: William 

E. Hurst; Howard H. Jackson; Frank G. Millard; Earl E. Phillips; Ray D. 
Schell; George A. Stapleton; Harlow O. Tubbs; Henry C. Welland; Har- 
rison Wright. First Lts: Samuel J. Blocker; Cecil J. Kennedy; Warren R. 
Lambert; John D. McDaniels; James B. MacDougal; Lawrence S. Muckey; 
Russell G. Nelson; Paul J. Pemish; Charles R. Slocum, James D. Taylor; 
John T. Tice; Ernest G. Inwood; Joseph E. Whelan. 2nd Lts; Howard 
W. Baker; Jack M. Bartley; Edward Besuchene; Robert Bradley; 
Michael R. Brusin; Erold Butterfield; Vincent V. Calamia; Lincoln E. 
Clark; Clair E. Cronkright; Kenneth J. Daniels; Edward J. Degutis; 
George R. DeMarco; Curtis L. Devendoff ; John J. Dinninger; Lawrence 
W. Dubie; Samuel J. Garner; Kenneth B. Gundry; R. J. Hagen; William 
T. Harper; McLean Hampton; Robert C. Harris; Wallace Kruczek; 
Louis P. Labbe; Theodore W. Layle; Robert C. McCall; Mellville A. 
McBride; Frank J. McAuley; Stanley P. Mohan; Matthew H. Morris; 
Robert B. Morrow; Glen E. Muggelburg; Hubert J. Neuwirth; Murrel G. 
Provost; L. Z. Reigle; Andrew W. Row Jr; Don W. Russell; Gaylord S. 
Schultz; Adam J. Steinbach; Earl F. Wilson; Rector C. Wilson; John G. 
Yakubek; Raymond F. Zerbst. Warrant Officer; William A. McArthur 

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 125th INFANTRY 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Earl E. Phillips 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Phillip S. Win- 
son. First Sergeant: Walter J. Baum. Technical Sergeant: Willaim A. 
Hanifan. Staff Sergeants: Curtis Cooper; Frank Whiteman. Sergeants: 
Verden Allen; Freeling W. Bellamy; Irving J. Chamberlain; Paul Mai- 
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asky; Chester S. Rarus; Stanley N. Taylor; Henry J. Van Kampen. Cor- 
porals: Edward Cramier; Arthur G. Dohring; James E. Hall; Vance C. 
Henry; Lewis R. Nossal; Peter Patrick 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS Stuart M. Chason; John M. Chick; Julius 

E. Gaffke; Warren G. Greiner; Stanley Karp; Lee R. Knight; William A. 
Lesnau; Maurice Levy; Albert Mathieson; Earl T. Steagall; George J. 
Tapper 

PRIVATES: Webster A, Abrams; Everett R. Ashby; Arthur W. Bear; 
James H. Bonham; Hiram J. Brainerd; John O. Cartwright; Russell A. 
Champlin; William G. Chilman; Chester F. Chylinski; Robert H. Clifford; 
August C. Cohnen; Donald L. Dameron; Charles E. Dawson; Bruno Dok- 
tor; Fred S. Donald; Russell A. Donovan; Vincent Foster; Robert B. Fra- 
ser; Clarence Gaffke; Edgar C. Goodwin; Robert E. Gould; Gerald E. 
Greenmiller; Henry Grunwald; Ashton H. Hallberg; John D. Hamilton; 
Norman E. Hatton; Richard L. Hayes; John S. Helisek; Charles J. Heron; 
Arvo G. Hood; Paul D. Hoover; Patrick W. Jackson; Herbert F. Johnson; 
Paul Kallas; John Kaminski; William J. Kelly; Edward Kowalski; An- 
thony C. Krupka; William D. LaMontaine; Wallace R. Lewis; John A. 
Litwin; Anthony J. Lukasik; Herbert E. McKewn; Arvid A. McPherson; 
Gordon D. Misenar; James P. Merciers; Edmund G. Mesquin; Kenneth J. 
Morse; George L. Mortimore; Peter J. Neuhaus; Harry W. Padgitt; Gene 
E. Pinkerton; James A. Ryan; George Scholl; Joseph A. Skiba; Harry W. 
Smith; Harris C. Thomas; James H. Vier; James H. Wamelen; George T. 
Wassell; Dalton A. Wells; Robert S. Wilson; LaVern J. Wilson; Nels 
W. Willason; Edward F. Wojack; Lawrence J. Wolf; Robert W. Wolff; 
William L. Ziegler; Stanley A. Zukowski 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, 125th INFANTRY 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Major Claude M. Stafford 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: Arthur L. Holmes; 
Gordon R. Michaelson; Robert C. Stafford. Corporal: Malcolm A. Miller 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Arthur E. Briesky; Charles F. Casey; Norbert 

F. Ches; John A. Dobrzeniecki ; Roy W. Essary; Delbert A. Muldrew; 
Thomas W. Obert; Richard S. Satawa; Edward J. Secatch 
PRIVATES: James H. Benner: Frank D. Blasko; Edward J. Boryczko; 
Joseph H. Cofffeld; John F. Fijak; George E. Gosney; Emil J. Grijak; 
Jesse R. Hamilton; William W. Jones; Vasil Kalinovik; Joseph Khoury; 
Edward Kokoski; Mieczyslaw J. Kucinski; Walter Lake; Stanley V. Lewan- 
dowski; Bernard Leveque; Ralph L. Lower; John J. Martindale; Morris 

G. Nadorezny; John P. Pondo; Joseph L. Przekup; Walter F. Ptak; Mike 
Regula; Martin E. Reilly; Frank L. Schibbye; Frederick C. Stafford; 
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Joseph P. Targus; Clarence E. Weinand: James Woodward; Richard D. 
Zelenak 


BAND, 125th INFANTRY 
Detroit. Michigan 

OFFICERS : Captain : Joel E. Dobbs 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants, Grade IV: Leon H. 
Douglass; Henry W. Morin. Sergeant, Grade V: Tonking Williams 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS, GRADE VI: Chester Schowneski; Arthur 
Rossi 

PRIVATES, GRADE VII: Dezzo Berky; John H. Black; Louis Cafini; 
Mike E. Chaff; Glen H. Collins; Frank Darson; Victor Forte; Julius N. 
Garcia; George F. Overman; Remus Pedica; John B. Rajeski; Reginald 
C. Simons; Earl G. Spriggs; Kirk W. Spry; Leon P. Steepe; Melvin C. 
Streeter; Martin K. Thomas; Michael Vagasky; Larry J. Walters; John F. 
Zimmerman 


SERVICE COMPANY, 125th INFANTRY 
OFFICERS: Captain George A. Stapleton 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: Roy M. Butler; 
Bruce V. Dobbs; Fred O. Martin; Joseph H. Thome. First Sergeant: Edgar 
G. Conner. Staff Sergeants: Wilbur T. Daly; John H. Szozpanski; 
John VanEmerik. Sergeants: William B. Binder; Raymond J. Brugger; 
Forrest K. Mountz. Corporals: Morley R. Hill; Donald D. White 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Donald E. Beal; Wilfred F. Brown; Guy W. 
Cain; Charles S. Gacioch; Darwin B. Hill; Gerald A. Miller; George A. 
Richardson; \\arren L. Seibert; Hugh Weber 

PRIVATES: Claus Anderson; Jack W. Beckman; John Ciolek; Harry 
Cunningham; Wilfred Dehnke; Mack S. Derengowski; Ruble Dunn; 
Manual J. Escobar; Morris E. Foster; Charles W. Franklin; Robert J. 
Grantham; John E. Green; Joe A. Hojnacki; Charles B. Hulsey; Clifford 
Knoellinger; Chester J. Kordas; Otto A. Koslowski; Stanley N. Krause; 
Michael J. Krclozyk; Denny W. Luzier; Ivan R. Moore; Clearence E. 
Morgan; Cleste P. Pisano; Lambert C. Plein; William E. Ready; Edgar 
A. Rudow; Donald W. Seibert; Norbert R. Sharaboiki; Frank E. Sheets; 
Guy P. Simpson; Harry H. Smith; Henry H. Smith; Leonard E. Stimac; 
James W. Stockdale; Thad. Wawrejko; Richard L. Webber; Robert J. 
V^ebster; Henry A. Wojtowicz; Donald J. Zufelt 


HEADQUARTERS & HQ DETACHMENT, 

1st BATTALION, 125th INFANTRY 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: 1st Lt: James B. MacDougall 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Nicholas T. 
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Kliebert. Staff Sei^eant: George T. Croll. Corporals: Henry A. Czaranowski ; 
Anthony J. Reinowski ; Rex Valentine 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS: Joseph T. Cody 

PRIVATES: Jess VV. Billings; William M. Coster; Walter Dzielak; Glen 
R. Kramer; Andrew J. Marks; Thomas J. Murphy; Wilfred N. Savage; 
Hazelett Smith 


COMPANY A, 125th INFANTRY 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Harlow O. Tubbs 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Leonard F. Ma- 
tyniak. Sergeants: Ferdinand A. Bayones; Robert Dinwiddie; Steve L. 
Dobrowlski; Michael S. Obershea; Walter E. Tubbs. Corporals: Bert T. 
Bayones; Clifford L. Bayones; Loyd M. Campbell; Louis P. Gizzi; Ernest 
W. Krause; Gus K. Mantalis; Thomas J. Mantalis; Theodore C. Mozzc- 
zynski; James Price; Walden E. Stevenson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: George W. Colby; Byron E. Cuddeback; 
James C. Habermas; John P. Kiebert; Edward J. La Bute; Henry P. 
Lary; Robert J. Mayer; Adam J. Moszczynski; Casimir J. Nowacki; Ray 
H. O’Brien; Socrates N. Papastavro; Arthur B. Ramsey; George A. Rud- 
leberger; Gust. Schwartz; Albert J. Stepulevage; George C. Weidner; John 
E. Winter 

PRIVATES: Joseph R. Abed; Larry H. Adams; Olin E. Ammerman; John 
H. Burson; James W. Casantray; Oliver E. Cavanary; Manuel Chricop; 
Sam Cohen; Frederick J. Durham; Joseph L. Dye; Ellis R. Edmiston; 
William Ellibtte; Glenn B. Fowler; Albert J. Giovannageli ; William A. 
Grzanka; Arthur E. Harf; Louis J. Hart; Robert C. Jenk; Robert A. 
Kujawawa; Joseph Kukla; Kenneth R. Landorf; Steve M. Laskey; Sal- 
vatore S. Leanza; Fred Lomprey; Irven F. Meyers ; Robert B. Millhench; 
Steve J. Milobar; Earl J. Mitchell; William H. Moon; Frank J. Nowak; 
George W. O’Brien; Frank J. Paller; Luther F. Pantel; Thomas Pappas; 
Julius J. Penzin; Lester F. Perrault; George K. Petropoulos; Lome C. 
Procunier; Herbert M. Rice; Sam Salvato; Ralph M. Samaha; Marvin 
Sargent; Emmett P. Schnell; Roland F. Seguin; Raymond J. Shroyer; 
Edward S. Sokolowski; James G. St. Peter; Joseph C. R. Sullivan; Richard 
S. Toler; Anthony T. Valentine; Theodore S. Voutsaras; Robert E. Wolz; 
Richard Zack 


COMPANY B, 125th INFANTRY 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS : Captain : Ray D. Schell 

NON-COMMIS.SIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Howard W. 

O’Donnell. Sergeants: John Garcia; Herbert J. Lucas: Albert Mest; Floyd 
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W. Radike; Delbert S. Terwilliger ; Harold Van Dom. Corporals: John J. 
Andrews; J. B. Brown; Jerome A. Duranceau; Stanley M. Domzal; Richard 
Harte; John Mahe ; Zygmunt F. Zalenski; Edward C. Zink 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Guy J. Aubry; Edward J. Cook; Jackson 
Foster; Jack C. Kaynor; Raymond E. La France; Walter T. Lasek; Sidney 
C. Morgan; John F. Obuck; Albert Patrash; A. D. Scott; Walter Szostek; 
Aces M. Westerman ; Theodore Zazula 

PRIVATES: William Anderson; Albert Alvarez; Michael Bieszcz; Jack F. 
Bales; Lloyd E. Boswell; Mead L. Burget; Harold G. Brown; Acencion 
Carreon; Samuel Cucchiara; Frank L. Davis; Ernest J. Fivel; Francis 
Gaffney; Leonard Goike; William J. Goike; George A. Goldspink; Norman 
F. Hahn; Dennis J. Haiser; Leonard P. Herdzik; Gordon F. Hodges; 
Preston Holeman; Leroy F. Jolliff; David D. Keys; Kenneth C. Murphy; 
Raymond R. Kruczynski; Robert G. Leahy; John F. McMahon; Felix 
Medina; Harlin Kidd; Louis G. Meert; Theodore Moritz; Abraham Naif; 
Gordon J. Page; Henry P. Piotrowski; Mitchell J. Pronobis; Charles Rymal; 
Jesse M. Ruiz; Melvin Rubin; Arthur Rybicki; Chester J. Rzepecki; 
Anthony J. Sarnowski; Channing N. Satterfield; Frank J. Sieracki; Victor 
Shapiro; Michael T. Scott; Felix Skonieczny; Harry E. Small; Donald S. 
Storer; Stanley Syroka; Joseph J. Szacon; David L. Tratner; Pershing F. 
Traver; John A. Urban; William A. Van Syckle; Ross Watkins; Edmund 
R. Wlodarski; Lambert V. Wrubel; Roy C. Woolery; Sigismund Wypis- 
zowski; George S. Yaworski; Zigmund Zadrowski 

COMPANY C, 125th INFANTRY 
Monroe, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Charles A. Custer 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant, Grade II: Leo W. 
Butler. Sergeants, Grade IV: Gerrit J. Balk; Glen B. Ellison; Bernard H. 
Goda; William M. Leverton; Walter J. Navarre; Harry E. Poe; Ambrose 
E. Reif; Glen H. Wellman; Dawson H. Yerkes. Corporals, Grade V: James 
J. Basilc; Arnold D. Clock; Orlin M. Du Val; Arnold C. Hagen; Clifford 
C. Heck; Ercel D. Keegan; Norman F. Krueger; Harold R. Larkins; 
William E. Moosman; John G. Navarre; Eli Oklejas; Joseph W. Schmidt; 
Harold D. Straub; Herbert J. Waltz; Edwin J. Wright 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS, GRADE VI: James L. Ackerman; Harold J. 
Angcrer; Howard A. A. Angerer; Carl F. Curson; Louis L. Du Val; Dur- 
ward A. Fuller; Charles H. Goda; Hilton L. Harris; Merle A. Hoppert; 
James J. Kansicr; John J. Kuklinski; Earl J. Kuklo; Fred Masters; Donald 
C. Meek; Fred L. Melton; Melvin E. Myers; Curtis C. Neely; Hilary J. 
Petee; Kenneth J. Peters; Michael Polimac; Frank C. Pollzzie; Philip W. 
Robinson; John L. Rose; Wallace F. Seitz; Charles W. Self; Russell J. 
Strazzulla; Allen H. Wilcox; Ellsworth L. Wilson 
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PRIVATES, GRADE VII: Floyd L. Adler; Lyle W. Ashley; Joseph H. 
Balog; Anthony Bazick; Walter A. Bomia; Wilmer E. Bowman; LeRoy 
E. Breitner; Jesse J. Butler; Edward J. Cooley; Ora H. Crane; Robert G. 
Duvall; Isadore E. Duvall; Walter Estep; Earl F. Fix; Robert N. Fran- 
cisco; Philip D. Gauss; Homer Goins; Everett E. Harris; Raymond L. 
Harris; Ernest Harvath; Merlin L. Haydel; Otis W. Heiserman; Sherman 
P. Hendershot; Paul Hensley; Russell G. Irish; Arthur J. Kronsperger; 
Robert W. La Vigne; Milas Lay; Robert L. McCarty; Steven B. McCarty; 
James M. Menzel; Clifford Miller; Leo E. Monday; Raymond L. Myers; 
George E. Nofziger; Alex Oklejas; Julius M. Pipis; Joseph Pribyl; George 
B. Rafko; William J. Ready; George A. Reek; Edward F. Richards; 
Raymond H. Roach; Robert C. Roach; Nelson M. Rose; Irving J. Sha- 
valia; Leon L. Simpson; Charles H. Steel; Joseph S. Strazzulla; Edward 
W. Sturges; Jerome Vajener; James K. Wagner 

COMPANY D, 125th INFANTRY 
Detroit, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Howard H. Jackson. 1st Lt: Harry L. Friedman 
NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: Basil G. Birch; Antonio 
Cassise; Jack L. Daniels; Herbert R. Lowe; Victor L. Kotke; Royce S. 
Lowe; Edmund J. Schaffer; Kenneth O. Stoddard. Corporals: Robert A. 
Bean; Lester R. Brill; James A. Campbell; William F. Fox; David Huston 
Jr; William Johnson; Joseph T. Kurzynieo; Samuel Lacatus Jr; David 
J. Posner; John J. Pritchard; John J. Psujek 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Miles R. Beckstrom; James H. Castle; L. 
Crittendon; Edward J. Dworecki; Richard A. Filomezuk; Stanley A. Grams; 
Llewellyn C. Greene; Cameron A. Grier; James C. Holleran; Paul Ka- 
minski; Harry E. Kaminski; Clarence J. Kopitake; Harry J. Mcklinski; 
Hugo Paris; Jaraldo J. Rondan; Leo L. Rondan; Wilbert R. Schroeder; 
Estel W. Scott; Frank G. Stevenson; George E. Strumanchuk; John E. 
Tisdale 

PRIVATES: Ernest E. Bladecki; Joseph Blake; Duddly J. Blanks; El- 
sarah G. Blanks; Clarence J. Boundy; Frank C. Drunnemer; Edward M. 
De Meyere; Oscar F. Dc Meyere; Stanley J. Dolinski; William J. Giveins; 
David Gofstein; Rice E. Green; Wilbert J. Greenbaum; Norman E. 
Gremorc; Albert Hartwig; Arthur O. Hartwig; Henry H. Hartwig; Leo 
Hill; Thomas Hunter; Ignatius L. Krupka; Henry Kubicki; Ervan J. 
Kwiatkowski; William E. Lake; George Lenda; Donald J. McAskin; Ed- 
ward Martinelli; Braden L. Miller; King S. Morrison; John Panceroff; 
Donald J. Reckinger; Stanley J. Rozum; Philip J. Saputo; Lionel G. Shep- 
herd; Joseph K. S. Shulleets; Richard B. Simpson; Bernard Stafford; Paul 
G. Thomas; Joseph T. Tibbits; Michael J. Troiabo; Hyman Wikoff; Ger- 
ald Wolf 


Digitized 


i» Goi.)gle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



ROSTERS— MICHIGAN 


387 


HEADQUARTERS DET., 2nd BATTALION, 125th INFANTRY 

Flint, Michigan 

OFFICERS: 2nd Lt: Kenneth B. Gundry 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: Jack L. McGuffin. Cor- 
porals: Don Grove; Willie L. Hoyt; Raymond T. Sauve 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Mervin F. Chambers; Frank E. Hoisington 
PRIVATES: Archie G. Brownson; LaVern M. Grambush; Max F. Herman 
John C. Scoble; George E. Strawser; Bruce L. Whitney; Ress B. Whitney; 
Lyle V. Wolcott 


COMPANY E, 125th INFANTRY 
Flint, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Harrison Wright 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Russell L. Spill- 
man. Sergeants: Harry A. Burnett; George S. Dallas; Charles C. Riley; 
Thomas E. Willard. Corporals: Donald B. Booth; Earl D. Fisher; Connie 

N. Hobbs; Patrick F. Murphy; Charles G. Peckham 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Richard H. Beaubien; William E. Calhoun; 
Allie L. Fisher; James W. Jones; Elmer W. Kitchen; James T. Scott; 
Ernest P. Strickland ; David Wares 

PRIVATES: Leland G. Babion; Albert D. Barr; Elverton J. Brink; Leonard 

O. Brink; Robert L. Brosz; Delbert H. Cade; Joseph F. Cajka; John A. 
Cmejrek; David E. Conroy; Earl J. Crane; John D. Cronin; Imler B. 
Cronkright; Ray M. Davis; Douglzis A. Decker; Gilbert I. Edndicott; Lee 
E. Escue; Albert Essa; Donald L. Friend; Kenneth L. Friend; Donald V. 
Funk; Lloyd G. Gebo; George Giuchiei; James O. Hobbs; Harry N. Horner; 
Donald H. Howard; Jay A. Howell; William C. Hurd; Harvey King Jr; 
Marvin J. Kinney; Roy E. Larkin; William H. Long; Evan A. Lovegrove; 
Jack Maule; William J. Meagher; Donald E. Michael; James R. Mills; 
Richard J. Mullaly; Thomas A. McConnell; John F. McCormick; Joseph 
J. Memecek; Angus G. Pemberton; Leopold A. Piecek; Richard O. Powell; 
John A. Schiedel; Daniel W. Sherman; Clifford G. Smith; Harold E. 
Smith; George W. Stewart; Parnell L. Tardy; Frank A. Taylor; Harold 
A. Tomkinson; Clifton G. Walker; Fred L. Wares; Stewart B. Wetherald; 
Arthur J. Whaley; Kenneth R. Williams; Arden T. Willoughby; Vernon 
E. Wright: Joseph F. Yakubek 

COMPANY F, 125th INFANTRY 
Saginaw, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain Jabez M. Brewster. 2nd Lts: Curtis L. Devendorf; 
John Dinninger; Herbert Neuwirth 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Roland Holden. 
Sergeant: Leonard Marino. Corporals: James Bean, George Fauver 
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PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Ralph Accette William Barry; Donald But- 
terfield; Joseph Chicora; Verne George; Glaister Gray; Ernest Grossman; 
Gene Hummel; Raymond Lunning; Arthur Serrano; Wayne Slocum; Jack 
Vogel 

PRIVATES: Harold S. Albertson; Paul S. Babechenko; Albert Batora; 
Leland J. Bloomer; Glen A. Boissonneault; Cecil Brown; Donald A. 
Braman; Robert Cox; Clayton Cramer; Kent M. Crippen; Frank Curtis; 
Paul J. Denijohn; Albert Desander; Bernard Duby; Arthur Frappart; 
Edward Garstecki; Harold George; Elmer Glave; Gerald G. Grashaw; 
Carl Hoffman; Walter Hooper; Charles Jarlock; Sharon Johnson; Wil- 
liam Johnson; Gerald Jones; William Kiley; Harold J. Kleinebroil; Fred- 
erick LaDrig; Joseph LeRoux; Julius T. Lewallen; William Longley; 
Israel Lown; LaVerne Lunning; Edwin Machul; Gordon Macomber; 
James McLeod; Lawrence E. McCarthy; Grover McMillian; Jack Mellon; 
John W. Miner; Burnell Ochman; Adam Oelberg; Chris Oelberg ; Charles 
J. Oldhams; Domenico Phillippi; Gerald Pine; Leighton Pixley; Harold N. 
Premo; Floyd C. Purdum; Clarence Rabishaw; Clarence Roby; Anthony 
Rose; David Schimpf; LaVerne C. Schultheiss; Albert E. Simmet; Max 
F. Sikorski; Joe Sinkevich; Ernest L. Smallwood; George Soules; Wallace 
Strobel; Louis R. Stuhrberg: Amadeo Surian; Stanley Tarasiowicz; Morris 
A. Thomas; Lawrence Vanherweg; Maurice Vanherweg; Henry Wachow- 
ski; Richard Watz; Earl Wells; Frank H. Weighman; Henry T. Wyma; 
Verne Yeska 


COMPANY G, 125th INFANTRY 
Owosso, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Richard P. Goeckel 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Robert J. Little. 
Sergeants: Lloyd A. Brainard; Ray Coutchure; Edward R. Goeckel; Mar- 
shall F. Hiscock; Joseph J. Kisnonsky; Herbert L. Matthews; George E. 
McKay; Jerome W. McKay; Louis L. Toth. Corporals: Louis W. Baker; 
Ray T. Bowers; Carl B. Fritzsche; Victor Moiles; Wayne J. Nimphie; 
Frank J. Oswald; Francis G. Pennell; Robert D. Schultz; John W. Shane; 
William A. Soucie 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: George H. Craft; Raymond J. Dann; Alfred 
L. Dutcher; James H. Elliott; John D. Evans; William M. Jennings; 
Charlie J. Klabak; Leston R. McCall; Joe K. Mlynek; Michael J. O’Dea; 
Joe B. Phillips; Eugene L. Reider; Max O. Ross; Alfred C. Rounds; James 
F. Schultz; Melvin C. Sparks; Roberi L. Waters; Wayne E. White; William 
J. Williams 

PRIVATES: Clair E. Albaugh: Roy L. Allen; Robert Armitage; William 
V. Bandy; Fred A. Beadle; Carson C. Bentley; Gayle L. Bentley; Edward 
D. Case; Robert J. Clark; Charley A. Cort; Raymond R. Courtier; Clare 
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F. Courtier; Clarence L. Crandell; Elsworth C. Cushman; Joseph P. 
Everett; Murrield C. Flagg; Richard G. Frazier; Everett A. Goodwin; 
Gordon R. Hamilton; Howard P. Hedges; Virgil Hudson; Martin W. 
Irvine; Anthony J. List; William G. Loachridge; Carl Lueckman; Ethan 
Mills; Truman Nelson; Andrew W. Nemeth; Hugh T. Nequist; Melvin 
W. Nethaway; Earl C. North; Walter J. Papciak; Russell I. Pennall; 
Clifford Porter; Walter L. Stevens; Raymond H. Stevenson; William E. 
West; Earl M. Whitehead; Roy W. Whiteherse; Henry M. Williams; 
Elbert D. Wilson; Edward J. Wondal; Louis J. Zelensky; Victor A. Zachar 

COMPANY H, 125th INFANTRY 
Flint, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Orvil C. Ammerman 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Minott Opdyke. 
Sergeants: Vic P. Butterfield; James T. Russell. Corporals: Jackson B. 
Fox; Charles H. Goodall; Ernest G. Hipwood; Edward G. Konowich; 
Lester E. Perry ; Joseph E. Skaggs 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Lyle H. Andrus; Stanley W. Cooper; William 
L. Crawford; Cornelius C. Daniel; Howard L. Friske; Steve J. Rapture; 
Emil P. Koteles; James C. LaVictoire; Alvin Martin; Cleon C. Mauer; 
John J. Miranti; William Potter; Donald J. Stevens 

PRIVATES: Robert E. Abel; Albert A. Adams; Adam Bailey; Donald 
S. Boomer; James D. Bray; William M. Bray; Charles C. Bukwaz; John 
W. Campbell; George E. Carls; George Carrigan; Rodney C. Chisholm; 
Virgil J. Clarambeau; Charles L. Conarty; Clarence A. Dewey; James 
A. Dodd; Chester N. Dunham; Paul T. Edgar; Clinton J. Evans; Harry 
Ferguson; Donald R. Frashour; Vernon M. Fuson; Francis E. Grant; 
Charles C. Hellinger; Elvin L. Henderson; Delbert J. Hoffman; Edward 
C. Jakowezyk; Stanley E. James; Lester C. Jones; David Jurk; Martin F. 
Kadrovich; Louis J. Kanyo; Edgar N. King; Robert J. Kirkpatrick; John 
E. Lewis; Dale R. Lockrey; W. T. McFarland; Victor A. McGlashen; 
Gerald E. Noffsinger; Reuben C. Olson; Charles W. Payne; Bruce R. Pear- 
son; Owen E. Pickett; Ralph N. Plourde; John C. Potter; George W. 
Reed; Vernon J. Shaw; Andrew A. Shay; John J. Sklarow; Steve S. Sper- 
la; William F. Starkel; Frank B. Stimson ^ Harlan V. St. John; Woodrow 
W. Todd; James R. Trimble; William H. Vert; Russell M. Virgil; William 
K. Wildey; Bernett C. Young; Harold R. Young 

HEADQUARTERS DET., 3rd BATTALION, 125th INFANTRY 

Port Huron, Michigan 
OFFICERS: 1st Lt. Russell C. Nelson 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Bernard L. 
Clarke. Staff Sergeant; William L. Simpson. Corporals: Layton H. Green; 
Arden J. LaLonde; Robert W. Teeple 
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PRIVATE FIRST CLASS: Clayton F. Cumerlato 

PRIVATES: Franklin O. Blank; Vincent H. Carmody; Kermit L. Cun- 
ningham; James F. Johnson; Fred Lewandowski; Clyde C. O’Brien; Theo- 
dore W. Smith ; Gordon A. Wheatley 

COMPANY I, 125th INFANTRY 
Flint, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Frank G. Millard 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Raymond N. 
Stong. Sergeants: William G. Brown; Edward R. Jaisele; Rolland R. Lan- 
dis; Alexander J. Starr. Corporals: George T. Abraham; Percy Bates; Joseph 
J. Stanton; Orville L. Walters; Donald E. Newberry 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Charles H. Bates; Jack E. Chappie; Harold 
R. Hammond; Joe S. Kondracki; Edward S. Kondracki; John E. Miller; 
Calvert J. Winters 

PRIVATES: Forest Adams; James L. Ancel; George R. Blackwell; Robert 
J. Cavanaugh; Arthur W. Chase; Arthur H. Clark; James H. Collins; 
Thurman Conway; Francis B. Cowles; Donald Crandell; Kenneth R. 
Crandell; Wilbert J. Durocher; Jack Freestone; Homer L. Gorham; John 
J. Gorham; Theodore A. Mackney; William J. Hamilton; Norman R. 
Harwood; Raymond B. Herbst; Edward Heble; Arthur J. Homing; Edward 
J. Kerovac; Stanley S. Kondracki; Harry W. Landis; Richard B. Leach; 
Richard W. Lennox; Kenneth F. Lewis; James A. Marien; Thaddeus W. 
McConnell; Earl L. McKinsey; Leonard A. Moody; Ernest M. Odykirk; 
William J. Poulson; Hilbert E. Richie; Eugene A. Rhody; Lazare E. 
Russell; Kermit A. Sherwood; Herman L. Satterwhite; Arnold W. Schutt; 
Charles SiflFord; Floyd R. Singer; Emmett M. Snell; William S. Tebby; 
Elwood C. Thomas; Alfred H. Tibbetts; Frank R. White; Max R. 
Whitetree; Milton H. Wilcox; Willard W. Wilcox; Harmon W. Williams 

COMPANY K, 125th INFANTRY 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Garnet J. Burlingame 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Albert K. Baker. 
Sergeants: Oral J. Abel; Ward M, Decker; Frank DeMarco; John C. 
Kosbigian; McAdean C. Packard; John E. St. George; Robert A. Wild. 
Corporals: Leslie H. Benn; Frederick W. Ellsworth; Stanley Fritz; Dean 
R. Geigler; John C. McAulifTe; Kenneth R. Oliver; Robert H. Pryor; 
Louis A. Toth ; Steve Toth 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Lynn L. Barnard; Milton L. Carter; Elmer 
D. Crews; Walter J. Culver; Wendell J. Ebaugh; Howard S. Gurk; Leon- 
ard H. Gurk; Arthur L. Primeau; Donald A. Primeau; James M. Reichert; 
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Joseph F. Tietz; Steve S. Tomcheck; Theodore C. Wahl; Joseph R. War- 
rum ; Ray L. White 

PRIVATES: Francis B. Barker; Edwin J. Barnard; Leo C. Bell; Robert 
D. Brown; William Caldwell; Joseph D. Ceriani; Vernon E. Cox; Maxwell 

D. Chapman; Michael Dobransky; Albert E. Drake; Evald E. Erickson; 
Charles W. Erke; Vincent L. Folts; Gilbert K. Forshee; Leslie D. Hamlin; 
Louis J. Heatley; Gale W. Hibbard; Theodore R. Kauffman; Ervin W. 
Kitchenmaster; Alvan C. Lange; John J. Lark; Merlyn D. LaVoy; Morris 
G. Lepisto; Paul A. Lepisto; Andrew Mayher; Joseph E. Mullreed; Robert 

E. Murray; Virgil E. Nauman; Kenneth B. Nisonger; Paul C. Nisonger; 
Kenneth L. Ollett; Jack D. Packard; Donald R. Pallo; Earl G. Pepper; 
Kenneth C. Pertner; John A. Pieh; Duane E. Poland; Russell M. Powers; 
Norman J. Primeau; Paul E. Robart; William E. Rowan; Joseph F. 
Schmitz; Leo A. Scholl; Valenor T. Smith; Robert F. Sparks; George E. 
Spaulding; Carl R. Staebler; Harry S. Tripp; Robert H. Wagner; Donald 
E. Warren; Claude D. Warrum; Leo G. Welke; Robert C. Wood; Jack 
A. Wright 


COMPANY L, 125TH INFANTRY 
Port Huron, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: Omar D. Brown 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Louis E. Jones. 
Sergeants: George A. Edwards; Robert F. Eisenhauer; Ellerton V. Harmer; 
Louis Kota; Frederick M. Lomesney; Manley Martin; Joseph C. Vizi. 
Corporals: Delmar H. Dolan; George E. Ernst; Charles Flora; Andrew 
Greggy; Julius N. Hock; Donald E. Morrison; Leonard G. Patterson; Jake 
J. Scandilito; Keith E. Thompson; Michael Tipa 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Robert F. Anger; William C. Cook; Joseph 
H. Delombarde; Leroy K. Drown; Kenneth G. Dunbar; James E. Goehring; 
Robert E. Hand; Joseph Heimbach; Donald R. Johnson; Robert I. Keeler; 
Robert P. Kaumeier; Alex Kota; John A. Kota; Frank J. Lavis; Bernard J. 
Lucas; Emmett J. McLaughlin; Frank L. Paul; Elmer E. Poriorier; Robert 
J. Rands; Donald W. Schwitzke; Owen D. Snyder; Glen T. Solomon; 
Alex J. Vargo; James H. Vigrass 

PRIVATES: Richard J. Albert; Stewart J. Anderson; Eugene H. Angle- 
brandt; Howard E. Baker; Patrick J. Baska; Robert B. Bond; Clarence 
H. Brandenburg; Alfred L. Cox; James H. Davis; Robert W. Delacy; 
Robert W. Devereaux; Lloyd S. Dutton; Henry L. Estlund; William W. 
Gageby; Russel H. Goodrich; Robert E. Harvey; Clifford C. Jeske; How- 
ard F. Johnson; James W. Johnson; Marvin D. Keith; Harry C. Kervin; 
Robert H. Knapp; Darrel W. Lent; Sheldon D. MacDonald; Edward M. 
Marone; Robert E. Moore; Grant D. Newcomb; Guy G. Oatman; William 
J. Ramage; Joseph J. Ravgiala; Maynard M. Reed; Donald T. Ritcpv 
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Oliver L. Robbins; Robert L. Robbins; Victor A. Roskey; Norman O. 
Rowley; William Ruggeri; Peter T. Sebastian; Lewis F. Sabyan; Henry 
Schneider; Douglas A. Sherlock; James Sills; Keith H. Stevenson; Merlin 
R. Sweet; Roland C. Sweet; Shirley R. Tacie; Elton R. Tousley; Murriel 
E. Van Luven; Clarence M. Veen; Frank F. Veen; Bernard O. Wessel; 
Ernst W. Whitsitt; Duwaine B. Wright 

COMPANY M, 125th INFANTRY 
Pontiac, Michigan 

OFFICER: 1st Lt: Warren R. Lambert 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Durell C. Smith. 
Sergeants: David E. Cleary; Ray L. Inzer; LeRoy F. Jacot; Ivan H. Long. 
Corporals: Donald Erickson; LeRoy W. Erickson; Lauron M. Davis; 
Robert D. Kimmins; Roger J. MacDermid; George E. Pizzala; Francis F. 
Sigwart; Kenneth D. Wenneshiemer; Russell V. Winger 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Theodore Avran; Harold B. Cummings; 
Ward J. Cummings; Sheldon W. Dennis; Roy R. Eggleston; Delmond R. 
Erickson; James L. Eskridge; John Gaskill; Karl E. George; Louis J. Kes- 
thely; Andrew J. La Fond; Charles E. Myers; Clayton N. Stine; Floyd H. 
Totu; Tryon Tioran 

PRIVATES: Wallace Adams; Byron S. Aldrich; Albert G. Allen; Melrose 
W. Anderson; Francis M. Baker; Kenneth C. Baker; Kenneth N. Baker; 
Winifred C. Baker; Raymond Birrcll; LeRoy Bivens; John D. Bowman; 
Francis L. Bush; Roy W. Campau; Kenneth H. Case; Harold Caswell; 
Fred C. Cummings; Robert Davidson; Charles R. DeGlorie; Steve K. 
Eliot; Louis J. Finn; Paul V. Fiore; Charles Gibbs; Jerome C. Guilds; 
Ralph J. Hartgrave; James Henry; Joseph J. Hercag; Frank C. Hoskins; 
John S. Kupras; Sidney K. La Fond; Harold MacVittie; John Mandley; 
Glenn R. McDaniel; Edward Migliarrio; Andrew Mckerrow; Fred G. 
Moldenhauer; Robert W. Morris; Robert J. O’Conner; Robert E. Ort; 
James H. Ort; Eugene O. Pentuik; James C. Russell; Clarence G. Rochon; 
George W. Rochen; Claude R. Sheldon; Theodore Siarkowski; Arden C. 
Smith; Walter L. Smith; William P. Spohn; Edward N. Sundwall; Fred 
J. Teeple; Murray H. Teeple; George J. Thomas; George Tioran; Louis 
Tioran; Paul E. Tompkins; Garold L. Uplegger; William K. Vanderlind; 
Theodore W. V'anderwer%en ; Delrnar N. Wall; Gerls H. West; Chester 
H. Wilson; John F. Wright; David L. Young; Frank M. Zietek 

126th INFANTRY 
ROSTER OF OFFICERS 
COLONEL: William Haze 

LT. COLONELS: George L. Olson; John Benner; Sidney Z. Eleveld; 
Henry A. Geerds; Clark H. Apted 
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MAJORS; Mallery M. Kincaid; Lester C. Doerr; Charles H. Frantz 
CAPTAINS: Ben M. Barendse; Victor L. Colson; Leland E. Wheeler; 
Chester J. Kowalski; Claude L. Barkley; Merle H. Howe; Albert E. Cook; 
Henry O. Mac Naughton; George C. Bond; Bert Zeeff; Melvin F. Ander- 
son; Frank M. Murphy; Lester B. McMaster; John E. Dumon; Weyland 
S. Harv'ey; Glen H. Walker; H. Austin Lucas; Lawrence G. Covell; John 
J. Speelman; Herald M. Hootman; Simon Warmenhoven; John T. Boet 
1st LIEUTENANTS: Harry A. Moorman; John A. Miedema; Barnie 
Couzynse; Walter J. Cornwell; Limer C. Braman; Charles Lawyer; Mar- 
tin Japinga; Kenneth R. Thoman; Ernest A. Sack; Fred A. Mastenbrook; 
Albert H. Mead; Laurel E. Butler; William H. Fitzgerald; Frank J. Fazak- 
erley; LeRoy C. Richardson; Mitchell Haan; Calvin Jay Young 
2nd LIEUTENANTS: Chester C. Black; Raymond F. Collier; Newton 
L. Chamberlain; Richard Smeenge; Harry C. Menclewski; Willis C. Rob- 
bins; Vincent G. McFadden; Oscar Newall Murdock; Guy R. Punches; 
Paul F. Hurley; Alfred Medendorp; Arthur D. Bush; Jack T. Harper; Mel- 
vin W. Schulz; Russell J. Wildey; Clarence C. Schnipke; Edwin F. Henry; 
Russell A. Broner; Victor F. Shadbolt; Cecil L. Simmons; Edward J. 
Woltjer; Edwin J. Elliget; John F. Kakalauskas; John J. Filarski; Elmer 
C. Navarre 

WARRANT OFFICER: Oscar Emil Kutschinski 

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 126th INFANTRY 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: Bert Zeeff 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeant: Robert A. Shire- 
ling. First Sergeant: Gale B. Cook. Staff Sergeants: Harold A. Augur; Don 
Eddy; William L. Nelson; Don Haskins. Sergeants: Arthur J. Carey; James 
H. Gaunt; Stanley C. Ketchell; Edward A. Naughton; Abel Potts; Ralph 
B. Rice; John Van Oosten; Evert C. Way; Thomas E. Lane. Corporals: 
Lawrence M. Armstrong; Robert M. Barendse; Neal W. Beaver; Neil De- 
Mey; Felix F. Gutowski; Raymond C. Johnson; Edgar C. Marsh; Joseph 
J. Mitcavish; Sheldon D. Rosencrans; Mark- R. Rymsza; Herman Steen- 
stra; Ralph W. Sweet; James M. Verstay 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Andrew Abel; Bert Arnold; Gene Berg; 
Clinton R. Blue; Bernard Bottrall; Warren A. Bovee; Maurice R. Car- 
penter; Arthur F. Czajkowski; Leo Frost; Edwin B. Hayward; Robert F. 
King; Marvin J. Knott; Joseph J. Kramarz; Robert T. Mallon; Frank 
J. Mennes; Donald Miedema; John Miedema; Russell Prince; Heinz W. 
Rahn; Anthony Romani; Carl R. Smestad; Robert J. Spring; Norman L. 
Swanson; Bernard E. Symanski; Victor V. VanNest; Donald S. Westcott; 
Albert Zegunis 

PRIVATES: William J. Anderson; Carl H. Aussicker; Eugene B. Berridge; 
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Kenneth V. Birdsall; Earl R. Boonstra; George C. Burrows; Robert D. 
Canfield; Arthur H. Coon; George R. Crisp; David L. Crocker; Donald 

E. Damuth; Maurice DeMey; John H. De Ruiter; Gerritt W. DeVries; 
Bernard R. Doyle; Loren F. Dudley; Henry Elshof; Walter C. Emmert; 
Leo M. Fluger; Gerard M. Foley; Ralph E. Freeman; Clifford J. Gal- 
logher; Paul R. Gibson; George T. Green; Harvey W. Hill; Lester Hoag; 
Robert B. Idziak; Richard C. Janousek; John Johnson; John S. Kabza; 
James A. Kilpatrick; Edward Kloosterman; Paul M. Koehn; Robert W. 
Kretzman; Roman J. Liebeck; Robert M. Longcore; James B. McLaugh- 
lin; Albert C. Mahlebashian; R. D. Mead; Frank C. Metcalf; Richard 
Moomey; Donald E. Mullett; John C. Mulvey; Donald L. Murray; Wallace 

F. Nowak; William G. Peckham; Fredrick D. Peters; James R. Pixley; 
Richard E. Pixley; George F. Quackenbush; John Quakkelaar; Ray Rief; 
Donald L. Risher; Theron J. Rose; Herman P. Rozoma; Raymond D. 
Scally; Clayton W. Schoon; Albert J. Schuitema; Richard B. Shanor; 
Robert A. Sherwood; Mel S. Simonis; Vincent Tassoni; Thomas A. Toms; 
Clarence B. VanderVeen; Lawrence C. Van Dyke; Robert J. Van Herp; 
Edward R. VanOveren; Donald D. Velding; Erwin T. Veneklase; Jack 
L. White; Peter Wilson; Walter J. Wisinski; Walter G. Zyskowski 

MEDICAL DETACHMENT, 126th INFANTRY 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: Melvin F. Anderson 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Staff Sergeant: Edwin S. Marsh. 
Sergeant: Wilber J. Dunn. Corporals: Charles A. Eastwood; Clyde G. Hall; 
Edward B. Johnson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Elmer H. Denham; Richard P. Gregaitis; 
Owen K. Hansen; Fred L. Hoyt; Frank A. Jakubowski; James H. Mull; 
Chauncey A. Norton 

PRIVATES: Daniel P. Austin; Charles L. Backus; John B. Barretta; 
Marvin E. Borgman; Donald L. Cahow; Richard H. Davidson; Ralph 
Diephouse; John R. Dreyer; Clair E. Glass; David J. Haddad; Herman E. 
Haithcoat; Lawrence J. Hoekman; Joseph F. Homister; Otis H. Johnson; 
Jack R. Marquardt; George H. McMullin; Floyd J. Nichols; Robert C. 
Oom; Wayne O. Schoonmaker; Horace E. Taylor; Jacob M. Taylor; 
Willard E. Vander Stolp; Jack E. Van Stavern; Thomas J. Van Wyk; 
Herbert E. Way; Robert S. Williams; Edward R. Zimmerman 


BAND, 126th INFANTRY 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
OFFICERS; Captain: Henry D. MacNaughton 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Staff Sergeant: Cornelius Lang- 
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land. Sergeant: Grover C. Doyle. Corporals: Roger R. Babb; Glenn H. 
Johnson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Arthur J. Cook; Robert F. Cook; Jack B. 
Heth ; Charles H. Mercer 

PRIVATES: Charles R. Berry; Howard H. Blaisdell; William G. Bump; 
Adrian J. Danker; Donald E. DeMann; Jack C. Durand; Phillip M. 
Eddy; Robert W. Ekkens; Edward V. Geelboed; Victor H. Hansen; Don- 
ald G. Hendrixson; Maurice H. Higley; Irwin E. Huff; Floyd E. Johnson; 
Woodrow G. Johnston; George J. Kaminski; Robert M. Schade; Carl 
F. Slumpff; Jay T. St. John; Garrit J. TePastie; Robert H. TePastie; 
Harold W. VanderVeen; Jay R. VanEss; Ernest G. Welch; William H. 
Welch 


SERVICE COMPANY, 126tn INFANTRY 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: Henry D. MacNaughton 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: Henry F. Con- 
tent; Amos M. Gill; Clarence C. Saganski; Frank O. Todish. First Ser- 
geant": Harold E. Schultz. Staff Sergeants: Robert E. O’Donnell; 

Kenneth J. Sprague; Jack J. Wester. Sergeants: Paul E. Havey; Clifford 

F. Hughes; Richard Janzma; Lee W. Pierce; Frank J. Quinn; Erwin J. 
Nummer. Corporals: Perry C. Burnham; Robert J. Wolotira 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Howard A. Engel; Claude R. Gedris; John 
B. Masalkowski; George J. Patt; Albert A. Siwicki; Jack R. Skeels 
PRIVATES: Donald E. Ash; Orland D. Boerma; Eugene S. Bott; Arthur 
Brookman; Eugene S. Carlson; John S. Coulter; Raymond E. Dodd; 
Marvin E. Donker; Oscar V. Donker; Dougald E. Ferguson; Howard 
W. Freck; Russell V. Gillisse; Raymond R. Grit; Wesley J. Hanes; Robert 
K. Hartman; Peter G. Heeringa; Carl Hill; Blair A. Keenan; Keith F. 
Kelley; Norman L. Kline; Aloysius J. Klocko; Raymond B. Larson; James 

G. Mickel; Edwin T. Miller; Mark E. Northouse; Winfield J. Peterson; 
Edward J. Rodey; James G. Shelner; Erling M. Smestad; William O. 
Snyder; William E. Soughders; Carl I. Spade; Charles Stark; James D. 
Stephens; Herman C. Straub; Boyd F. Swem; Theodore J. Urbanski; 
Eugene B. VanAuken; Timothy M. VandenBerge; Owen R. VanKalker; 
Edwin Watson; Stanley S. Weaver; Harold Wilkowski; Kenneth E. Will- 
yard ; William D. Zarafonetis 


HEADQUARTERS DET., 1st BATTALION, 126th INFANTRY 

Adrian, Michigan 

OFFICERS: 1st Lt: Albert H. Mead 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Edward C. 
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Lezotte. Staff Sergeant: Percy W. Coleman. Corporals: Harry L. Gale; 
Richard F. Townsend; Harold R. Webster 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS: Charles W. Way 

PRIVATES: Leonard E. Dzwigalski; Everett E. Fielder; Charles Isaacson; 
Robert J. Pardee; Franklin E. Shea 

COMPANY A, 126th INFANTRY 
Coldwater, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: F. M. Murphy 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Lloyd M. Green. 
Sergeants: Chester Allen; Carl L. Murphy; Arthur C. Russell. Corporals: 
Warren J. Boes; Elliott R. Butcher; William J. Fry; Charles A. Goble; 
Albert W. Keyes; Harlow A. Lynd; Rolland M. Smith; John R. Somer- 
lott 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Elwood B. Butcher; Louis J. Butcher; Clar- 
ence W. Chatfield; Floyd I. Crites; Harold D. English; Rex G. Filley; 
Kelton H. Hiesrodt; Fred G. James; Cleon B. Kline; Neal G. Molby; 
George R. Taylor; Herbert J. Taylor; William H. Wirt 
PRIVATES: Bonnie D. Barry; Harry R. Byers; Samuel W. Byers; Wayne 
C. Carpenter; Louis G. Carpenter; Albert O. Clark; John A. Dowell; 
Raymond E. Ewers; Roy L. Filley; David D. Greeley; Donald C. Green; 
Max W. Halferty; Alton H. Hambright; James E. Hansen; Howard R. 
Harris; Harold D. Henton; Leo V. Hoag; Dale E. Howald; Robert L. 
Hudson; Marshall A. Hurley; Kenneth L. Hutchins; Rollin A. Johnson; 
Donald M. Keeslar; Edwin J. Keiley; Charles S. Kelley; George M. King; 
Raymond T. Knowles; James E. Leister Jr; Hiran E. Leister; Ernest J. 
McNall; Warren. C. Miller; Ralph J. Myers; Harold F. Otis; Glen W. 
Parks; Ollie W. Parks; Vernon L. Parks; George I. Powers; Robert W. 
Rawson; Orval C. Richardson; Samuel Rosenberg; John L. Rowe; Law- 
rence A. Rowe; Jake Strobel; John D. Sweet; Norman D. Taber; Alphonso 
Tyler; Lewis G. Walsh; H. Emery Weage; Thomas E. Wilson; Ashley 
G. Wiser; Loyde R. Wiser; Edward L. Worden; Emery B. Worthington; 
Raymond W. Worst; Shirley M. Yarbro; Mathew L. Yoder; Maurice E. 
Yuhl ; Jack S. Zelt; Ernest C. Zierle; Ruby S. Filley 


COMPANY B, 126th INFANTRY 
Adrian, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: George C. Bond 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Harold J. Bradish. 
Sergeants: Richard J. Asbury; Harold L. Cole; Dclmar H. Daniels; Lloyd 
E. Gruhaugh; Floyd L. Marlatt; Arthur C. Mcinke; John E. West. Cor- 
porals : Ralph E. Anderson : Kenneth E. Beauchamp ; Elmer R. Buchanan ; 
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Roscoe B. Deline; Dale L. Kiest; Wendell C. Louden; Willard L. Oles; 
Wilber R. Poll; Merland H. Tucker 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: William M. DePuy; Banjamin F. Dillon; 
Robert L. Eschenauer; Donald L. Flager; Peter J. Fleming; Dale L. 
Heabler; Paul H. Lauer; Robert W. Mattis; Robert O. Rossman; John 
W. Sackett; William L. Shavalier; Carl W. Stevens; Paul L. Spaulding; 
Harold H. Tucker; Clyde D. West; Donald D. West; Kenneth P, Wilcox 
PRIVATES: Francis C. Baker: Taulbee L. Bays; George J. Baughey; 
Ernest W. Bartlett; Jesse A. Black; Lenore L. Burch; Lester D. Byrne; 
Jack V. Carmichael; Kenneth B. Clapp; Stanley C. Davis; Michael Denko; 
Pearl F. Dilyard; Donald M. Ferguson; Phillip W. Forche; Carl F. Foster; 
Albert O. Gallup; Vernon C. Gartee; Frederick L. German; Arnold W. 
Hartman; Albert J. Hooten; Harold G. Huyck; Forrest E. Johns; Harold 
R. Kelly; Donald F. Mattice; Albert J. Peters; Roger L. Phipps; Richard 
J. Pieh; Leland H. Piotter; Edwin G. Reinhardt; William N. Richardson; 
Linden L. Rhoads; Lloyd E. Rohrback; Harold W. Shadbolt; Allen G. 
Shadbolt; Nonnan H. Short; Harry E. Topps; Henry F. Walden 

COMPANY C, 126th INFANTRY 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: Glen R Walker 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Nelson L. Cobb. 
Sergeants: Bert Adams; Orlando Chapman; Wilder S. Deamud; Fred C. 
Edgerly; Manley G. McKeeby; Arthur H. Theodore; Joseph S. West- 
nedge. Corporals: James A. Douglass; Kennard Douglass; Gerald U. Dunn; 
Robert L. Grace; Jack R. Kean; Robert L. Ketcham; Marshall D. Moon; 
Francis L. Sandall; Dirk T. Scheerenberg ; Lowell C. Steele 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Bernard C. Aldrich; Cargill L. Beach; 
Wheeler G. Bowman; James L. Brown; William R. Cobb; Pete N. Counter; 
Jack M. Deamud; Carl J. Emig; Jay Evans; George H. Harlan; John A. 
Harper; Thomas B. Kean; Frederick R, Kik; Joseph Lochey; Eugene Lock- 
ard; Charles B. Lowell; Francis L. Motter; Leonard L. Osgood; Carlton E. 
Rosenberger; Roger West; Lee R. Yeager 

PRIVATES: Gerald F. Aaron; Russell C. Abbey; Donald R. Allen; Charles 
H. Baldwin; Hiram S. Barnebee; Stanley E. Beaugrand; Jack M. Binns; 
Norman J. Bland; Wesley J. Bouters; Dale D. Bower; Charlie R. Burger; 
John W. Clarkson; Clarence E. Coffman; Charles W. Cook; Donald F. 
Cripps; Casimir Czyzewski; James W. Dean; Arthur L. DeFields; Louis 
F. Dellapella; William F. Demond; John A. Dewitt; Sterling E. Dougherty; 
Melvin W. Draper; Leigh C. Faunce; Edward F. Gilbert; Robert W. Gor- 
don; Robert E. Grant; Carl L. Gravatt; Allen D. Gray; John Karier; 
Morris Kinser; Kenneth H. Kirby; Thearon F. Knack; Glenn E. Lewis; 
Martin F. Lyke; Arthur G. Line; Milo G. Marks; Charles W. McDonald; 
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Lyle C. McCleary; George E. Merrill; Morley M. Myers; George W. Nickol- 
son; Mace W. Norcross; Louis J. Olivitt; Leo C. Olivitt; Gaylord E. Ordi- 
way; Richard E. Otto; Carl G. Phinney; Clayton W. Robbins; Jack D. 
Roberts; Douglas C. Rodgers; Raymond H. Rouse; Desmond P. Sheeren- 
berg; William L. Shafer; Bernard R. Snyder; Fred S. Spencer; Benjamin 
F. Taylor; Louis B. Urbick; Robert J. Vanbrocke; Edwin L. Walters; 
Shirley H. Weber; Albert W. Winterbum; Louis C. Wright 

COMPANY D, 126th INFANTRY 
Holland, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: H. Austin Lucas 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Oscar J. Van An- 
roy. Sergeants: John Brand; John Flieman Jr; Joe Hettinga; John H. 
Kamps; Homer C. Lokker; John H. McCormick; Nevin I. Van Anroy. 
Corporals: Allan A. Borr; Gerald W. Dombos; Henry Gebben; Russell 
Kempker; Clarence L. Kuhlman; James E. McCormick; Lewis J. Ploeg; 
Clarence R. Sliter; William J. Ver Hey; Max Welton; George Zietlow 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Jerry Bonzelaar; Arthur L. Bremer; Marinus 
Bruursema; George Bruursma; John Caauwe Jr; John A. Casemier; Her- 
bert Coppersmith Jr; Paul H. Henegan; Julius Kempker; Robert D. 
Rowan; William A. Sikkel; Jay A. Van Fassen; James Veldheer; Osborne 
K. Vos; Gerald N. Watson; Henry Wehrmeyer 

PRIVATES: Willis Bazen; Richard Bell; Elmer R. Brandt; Emil J. Brown; 
George H. Buursma; Norman H. Buursma; Edward K. Buttles; Ray Coney; 
Chester L. Cramer; Albertus DcBoe; Ray DeGoede; Rolland Diesing ; James 
I. Diesette; Milton J. Fletcher; Gerrit Glatz; Harry Glatz; Richard V. 
Harringsma; Peter Heeringa; David J. Hepworth; Glen P. Herron; Wilson 
D. Hill; Robert J. Jesick; Martin L. Jipping; Robert L. John; Luke Lam- 
bers; Tom F. Loftus; Nelson Lievense; Leo J. Mrok; Jess Nicol; Richard 
Overkamp; Lloyd E. Piercson; William F. Russel; Gerald Schippers; Law- 
rence Sncller; Cornelius G. Stam; James H. Sullivan; Gerrit W. Tymes; 
John Van Til; John Van DerWilk; Fred J. Veltman; Nicholas Wegner; 
John H. Wise; Gordon H. Zuiverink; Edward H. Zych 

HEADQUARTERS DET., 2nd BATTALION, 126th INFANTRY 

Muskegon, Michigan 
OFFICERS: 2nd Lt: Jack T. Harper 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Herman T. 
Banninga. Staff Sergeant: Jack E. Farber. Corporals: Alfred E. Kirchen- 
bauer; James R. Wolfcale 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS: Charles Schneider 

PRIVATES: Melvin L. Berry; Joseph J. Budzynski; Donald W. Garden- 
our; Roger Hindes; Casimir Kozer; Harvey E. Klomparens; Richard W. 
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Lewis; Bernard V. Markley; John A. Maxwell; Nelson R. Showers; John 
W. Vos; Robert J. Yonkman 

COMPANY E, 126th INFANTRY 
Big Rapids, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: John E. Dumon 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: Henry G. Brissette; Jay 

L. Edgerly; Roger W. Kohlenberger; Thruston N. La Fountain; Paul 
R. Lutjens; Barry H. Mitchell; Lyle Swinehart. Corporals: Alex F. Conard; 
Lloyd R. Gillmer; Richard J. Hansen; Fay G. Hopkins; George R. Hutch- 
inson; Clarence R. Peeper; Frank E. Sams; Forrest I. Swinehart; Joseph 
H. White ; Richard A. White 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: John W. Arndt; Lewis E. Bearinger; Joseph 

J. Vechaz; Omar L. Brissette; Ervin V. Dalziel; Halbert D. Davidson; 
Ernest E. Eggleston; Chester J. Fairbrothers; Roy R. Foust; Ray F. Fuller; 
Fred C. Hamilton; Willard A. Hamilton; Fredrick W. Koehn; Gordon C. 
Kutchinski; Boyd L. Lincoln; Fred G. Preston; August L. Schinick; Hubert 
F. Schulte ; Louis H. Shipped ; Lester A. Wiard 

PRIVATES: Robert W. Abbey; Clare R. Adams; Ray E. Allen; Arnold 

K. Baker; Leo C. Barnum; Leo M. Bowen; Wayne L. Boyden; Millard V. 
Buskard; Robert W. Chupp; William S. Clark; Charles W. Closson; Floyd 
J. Combs; Vincent F. Cook; Allwyn J. Dyer; Dean E. Esch; Edward W. 
Everitt; Carlos D. Failing; Donald H. Feldpausch; Edward S. Feldpausch; 
John H. Fredrick; Cleo S. Fletcher; James E. Gillmore; Harold E. Graber; 
Robert F. Graboskey; Henry N. Graham; Nelson J. Greene; Dean E. 
Griffin; LeRoy T. Griffin; John P. Harris; Hiram D. Hatchew; Alfred J. 
Hawkins; Richard D. Hayward; Walter F. Howarth; John R. Hurst; 
Kenneth J. Hurst; William E. Irwin; Fred L. Jacobs; Ernest F. Kalis; 
Dennis D. Kilbourne; Frank W. Koepnick; Henry H. Leedy; Clement L. 
Leiter; Glenn H. London; Burton A. Lyle; John D. Mansfield; Herbert J. 
Metcalf; Herbert C. Myers; Nedro C. Myers; Stanley N. Nelson; Orville 
J. Nyquist; Edward L. Olney; Andrew A. O’Neil; Herman F. Peepers; 
Lloyd W. Peffer; Russell A. Perkins; Gerald W. Pitts; Raymond A. Purple; 
Louis G. Randall; Vincent C. Reska; Joseph J. Rettinger; Raymond V. 
Scharaswak; Lawrence W. Schuberg; Lawrence H. Shortsle; Frank P. 
Speer; Charles W. Straup; William H. Suckow; Lewis F. Swigar; James 
P. Taylor; Thad M. Taylor; Harry D. Teelander; Melvin E. Trowbridge; 
Gerard P. Troupe; Howard D. Van Syckle; Wallace. R. Wakeman; John 

M. Walker; Marvel E. Weeks; Gustave K. Wegener; Frank R. White; 
Jesse W. Wilkinson; William G. Witt; Dale L. Youmans; Ernest E. 
Youmans; Jesse J. Youmans; Vernon J. Zuern; Charles T. Zuke 

COMPANY F, 126th INFANTRY 
Grand Haven, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: Victor L. Colson 
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NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Robert W. Krause. 
Sergeants: John Beebe; Edward C. Cooper; John A. Nyland; Jack Olsen; 
George Pravda; John VanDyke Sr; Albin C. Yemc. Corporals: Mynar 
Bolthouse; Herbert J. Brown; Paul Fett; Elmer Fisher; Edward Lowman; 
George R. Mitchell; Francis Pitre; Donald Slack; John VanDyke Jr 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Raymond Blease; Walter J. Brodowski ; Ray- 
mond Brown; Robert S. Clark; Charles Davis; Jack Farrer; Thomas 
French; Orris Hildreth; Lee Hosier; Peter E. Karpp; Russell Moss; Otto 
Neumann; Fred Nibbelink; Francis Pedelty; Frank Pitre; Raymond Ruel; 
Raymond Sherwood; Willis Valler; Vernon Veach; Wesley W. Waite 
PRIVATES: Louis Appel; Don Bishop; Orlo Bosman; Edward Brown; 
John Carskadon; Joe C. Cherette; Edward Coveny; Robert DeWitt; Orrin 
Doddington; Aldine Donselar; Leslie Donselar; John M. Gcldersma; 
Roy C. Graham; Joseph Harden; Kenneth Hardy; William Heinz; Anthony 
J. Hodal; George Ickes; Robert Ickes; Donald J. Jackman; Raymond 
Johnson; Harold C. King; Floyd Lejeune; Albert McNeely; Herbert R. 
Miner; Donald North; Fay Parsons; Norman Parsons; Charles Pellegrom; 
Robert Phelps; Robert Roossien; Charles Rose Jr; George Schuitcma; 
Robert Sharkey; Elmer Sheldon; Ell T. Simantz; Daniel J. Solem; Fred 
Wallert; George A. Yonker 

COMPANY G, 126th INFANTRY 
Muskegon, Michigan 

OFFICERS; Captain: Lawrence G. Covell 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: John Groulz. Ser- 
geants: Roy Borgeson; Lester Compton; Harland D. Hammond; William 
S. Hart; Charles Miller; William Ziegler. Corporals; William Beyers; 
John Clark; Paul Dzur; Hugh Hislop; Frank Hutta; John Kwak; Bennie 
Richell; James Schultz; Arthur VanderMeulin; William Wills 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Clarence Deboef; Elsworth Esh; Mack 
Knowles; John Miller; Charles M. Olson; William Pehr; Robert Rensema; 
Vernon Sargent ; Dan Timmer. 

PRIVATES: Harvey Alexander; Eugene Allen; Paul Allen; Clarence At- 
wood; Oscar Beneteau; George Borgeson; James Broner; Willard Broner; 
Don Brown; Russell Buys; Charles CalifT; Cyril Corpe; Jay Cutler; Jay 
Dake; Jack Davis; Harry DeBoef; Emorv- Domine; Lewis Downey; Peter 
Felcolski; John Gable; Matthew Gauthier; Harold Gleisner; Edward Gro- 
leau ; Chester Halasinki ; Milton Hammond : Gerald Harp ; John Hibbard ; 
Forest Hughes; Lament Isley; Stanley Jastrsembski; Jack Joffrion; Ferman 
Kaley; Lowell King; Raymond Kitchen; Neil Koehler; Mike Kovatz; Wil- 
lard LaVenture; Frank Lovelace; Harold Lund; Jay Meyers; Alphonse Mus- 
cato; Homer Nichols; Donald Nickelson; Frederick Schmidt; O’Donnell 
O’Brien; Elwin Schuyler; Worthy Scofield; Ivan Silvis; Robert Smith; 
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Chester Sokoleski; William Sprecken; Charles Stanley; Carl Stenberg; 
Donald Stout; Edward Tapek; Charles Taylor; Earl Vannetten; Edward 
Van Etten; Benjamin Viau; Joseph Yob; William Young. 

COMPANY H, 126th INFANTRY 
Iona, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Captain: Albert B. Cook 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Sergeants: Enos D. Flint; Stanley 
M. Hallock; Leo M. Harrington; Alvin C. Philo; Harold J. Terry. Cor- 
porals: Charles H. Allen; Dale R. Cope; Maynard D. Hallock; Lawrence 
B. Marion ; Floyd E. Swinehart 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Forrest Bartlett; Vemie C. Edson; Don 
Erridge; Robert V. Hogan; Rolland O. Lint; Harold F. Smith; Theodore 
R. Veazy; Lewis M. Watson; Douglas S. Wiggins; Clifton A. Williams 
PRIVATES: Roland G. Acheson; Louie W. Ackerson; Edwin W. Adri- 
anse; Joseph Ambrose; Melvin O. Babcock; Claude W. Baker; Raymond 
J. Barber; James Bennett; Horace F. Bennett; Otto Bennett; Gordon R. 
Blum; Russell E. BorofT; Rodney C. Bowers; Giles A. Burghduff ; Alfred 
F. Chipman; Merle G. Comer; Lloyd K. Dulek; John D. Edwards; Ray- 
mond G. Edwards; Wayne E. Eilar; Elmo T. Fisher; Earl D. Free; Wayne 
R. Fuller; Everett M. Glockzin; Joseph G. Grace; David W. Hansen; 
James Hasman; Edward E. Hayes; Clare M. Herald; John A. Hildebrant; 
Nathaniel P. Hopkins; Elton J. Horricks; Kenneth W. Horrocks; Claud 
O. Jackson; William Jeffrey; Delbert W. Johnson; Walter E. Kerr; Donald 
O. Kimble; Rex R. Leland; Albert W. Lesky; James R. Lockwood; Edward 
L. Lumbert; Orum W. McAllister; James R. McCune; Harold L. Mitchell; 
Harold E. Newman; Raymond Oglesbee; Clifford Ort; Donald R. Peter- 
son; Ferman D. Randall; Walter E. Randall; Oliver K. Raymor; Charles 
Rushford; Charles Schmitter; Leo T. Shepard; Lester L. Sherman; Loren 
F. Sherman; William H. Sherman; Lester J. Sitts; Ben F. Skinner; Loren 
J. Smith; Donald Sweet; Ferd A. Tafel; Leon H. Terrell; Herbert Thomas; 
Gerald O. Tingley; Harold S. Tingley; Sidney S. Tingley; William Trum- 
bull; Everett F. Utter; Robert H. VanDyke; John R. Vincent; George 
Walker; LeRoy S. Williams; Clayton Williams; Glenn W. Williams; Ross 
W. Winslow; Kenneth A. Witzel; Gerald Wood; Richard A. Zander 

HEADQUARTERS DET., 3rd BATTALION, 126th INFANTRY 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 
OFFICERS: 1st Lt: Charles Lawyer 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Technical Sergeant: Paul P. Gar- 
land. Staff Sergeant: Edward Lobbezoo. Corporals: Marvin Folkertsma; 
Phil Michalak; George Sullivan 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS: Anthony Kotecki 
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PRIVATES: Thomas Blair; Ray J. Cowell; Dan J. Foley; Joseph Ritzen- 
hein; Eugene Schmidt; Arthur Swanger 

COMPANY I, 126th INFANTRY 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: Claude L. Barkley 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Edward J. Kut- 
chie. Sergeants: James Campbell; Robert V. Coulter; Edgar J. Harvey; 
Ernest A. Lindquest; Leland G. Merren; Bruce M. Moorman. Corporals; 
Elmer Content; Frederick Z. Content; Roy D. Culp; Neil L. Frawley; 
Peter R. Kelley; VVeyde L. Kryger; Edward C. Pitts: Woodrow Tromp; 
Jack L. Tryon; Gordon Van Tassell 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Erick Andersen; Gerald M. Collins; James 
W. Cornelious; Robert J. Couzynse; James De Armond; Thaddeus C. 
Golembiewski ; Ronold Humphrey; Donald M. Johnston; Louis C. Lilli- 
bridge; Leonard Martin; Charles L. McCarthy; Wallace B. Moorman; 
Leonard C. Oom; William J. Roundtree; Francis L. Sheehan; George 
E. Simington; William H. Smith; Alphonse A. Staskewicz; Arley Wenzler; 
Peter J. Wildeboer 

PRIVATES: Alexander M. Aksamitoski; Joseph G. Belda; Lyle J. Biesch- 
ke; William H. Buck; Samuel C. Butler; Raymond W. Davis; James R. 
Den Braber; John E. Doud; Ivan J. Gilson; Russell T. Guild; John P. 
Hammer; Ellsworth J. Hansen; Marshall E. Hansen; Alver Henry; Wel- 
lington F. Homminga; Robert C. Horton; Russell M. Huartson; Owen 
E. Jacoby; Kenneth G. Johnston; Edward J. Joswick; Edward M. Kanoza; 
Charles P. Kelley; Vernon Kelley; Donald J. Kovcll; Kenneth E. Krusell; 
Arthur T. Kuzma; James P. McKenna; Charles E. Merritt; William 
A. Merritt; John Mikita; Robert J. Moore; Glenn E. Playter; Leonard 
V. Prelwitz; John C. Putt; Delbert L. Rector; Robert C. Rief; Roger 
L. Riley; Edward Ripstra; William J. Romanowski; John J. Schippy; 
Carrol L. Sexton; Adelbert M. Simington; Robert F. Stefans; Jack E. 
Sturgeon; Floyd Ten Raa; Wilson B. Thomas; Fred Thompson; Earl T. 
Traster; Albert Tuttle; Robert J. Van Hammen; Spiros L. Vlahandreas; 
Alfred R. WentzlofF; Herman W^ Wilbert; Douglas H. Williamson; Russell 
E. Young 


COMPANY K, 126th INFANTRY 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: Merle H. Howe 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Theodore R. Terp- 
stra. Sergeants: Howard Herrick; John Hoving; Keith O’Connor; John 
Watkins; Howard Winks. Corporals: Adrian Bush; Mora DuBois; Harry 
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C. Gravelyn; Kenneth Herrick; Warren A. Hunter; Ralph Phillips; Donald 
Schroeder; William J. Johnson 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: William G. Beyer; Benjamin Charters; Steve 
Fuller; Don Folkertsma; John Gentry; Peter J. Gronski; Holmes E. Han- 
cock; Edward Hillding; Railed V. Railed; Paul Kroon; Walter Miller; 
Jack Ortman; William Sidor; Donald Stratton; Herbert Wendlandt; 
Charles Witkowski ; Anthony Ziombkowski 

PRIVATES: Alfred D. Allen; William Adams; Joe F. Barszewski; Franklin 
A. Bice; Murle Butler; Joseph Bogucki; Albert Bond; Herman J. Bont; 
Kenneth Bradford; Dezara E. Bice; Robert Chamberlain; Henry Claeson; 
Connie Cagle; John Cwik; Donald J. Drier; Loyis C. Duvos; Ray P. Dyk- 
sterhouse; Clare R. Earlywine; Joris Folkertsma; Harry Gave; William 
Groters; Albert Haapanen; Harold V. Hall; Robert L. Herman; Jack R. 
Houghtalin; Ferris Jabury; Steve A. Janicki; Estel Jones; Edward Kat- 
schor; Joe H. Kopec; William L. Kuiter; Stanley J. Kundziewicz; Walter 
A. LaFaunce; Albert A. Lumas; Eugene O. McIntyre; Gordon Miller; 
Harold Minnema; Harold A. Moore; Robert E. Norton; Wayne Olmsted; 
Andrew M. Pierzchala; William H. Postma; Robert A. Stevens; Adam 
Sevic; Robert Sousley; Ralph C. Strand; John T. Teal; Leonard Thomp- 
son; Howard F. VanDenBerg; Fred Vanocker; Leonard Vanderjagt; Earl 
Williams; Gerald D. Young; Joseph M. Zarzycki 

COMPANY L, 126th INFANTRY 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: Lester B. McMaster 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Russell A. Briggs. 
Sergeants: James V. Bono; Donald J. Fitzgerald; Earl N. Hildreth; Ray- 
mond J. Kaminski; Robert J. Reber; Oliver E. Schakelton; Arthur F. 
Simmons. Corporals: Edwin A. Baker; Ray L. Evans; Arthur W. Gillette; 
Charles M. Johnson; Robert R. McGee; Ellsworth H. Neeley; Joseph C. 
Noom; Robert J. Ostrom; Howard L. Sanderson; Robert E. Woodard 
PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Earl W. Bellas; Merril H. Bryden; Chester 
O. Cooper; Vern A. Heintz; Raymond L. Horton; Gerald Hosman; Wil- 
liam J. Hughes; Virgil E. Hugmeyer; Norman T. Jaress; Harry L. Kam- 
inski; Otis J. Lowing; Charles L. McDowell; John W. Norman; Ferdinand 
R. Rochalski; John H. Shackelton; Edward B. Sharpe; William R. Snyder; 
Bernard Spees; Ralph W. Van Brunt; Casey J. Van Os; Clare Walters 
PRIVATES: John L. Ainslie; Charles R. Alden; Arthur A. Baker; Abra- 
ham Bolle; Harold Borchert; Howard A. Bowen; Robert A. Briggs; James 
V. Burrows; Leon M. Butler; Frank J. Carlon; Harry J. Carlon; Sidney 
DeVries; Howard C. Dutcher; Joseph R. Freiburger; Walter Folkersma; 
Jay . Gunneman; Jack L. Harrington; William P. Helenius; Frank Holst; 
Alva W. Honeysett; Colin Kinney; Dudley R. Kopen; Laurence E. Law- 
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son; Jack R. Littell; Wayne Lowing; Frank C. Miller; Harold G. Miller; 
James H. Mitchell; William C. Nivison; Paul E. Ostrom; Freeling W. 
Peck; Richard D. Raglin; Leo D. Rentsman; Raymond C. Rhoby; Russell 
G. Riness; Rosario Russo; Edward W. Schott; John D. Shirley; George 
E. Smith; Oscar P. Smith; Kenneth Sparks; Grant G. Sullivan; Donald 

E. Thompson; James E. Tobin; Kenneth C. Wall; Charles White 

COMPANY M, 126th INFANTRY 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
OFFICERS: Captain: Chester J. Kowalski 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: First Sergeant: Harold M. Lester. 
Sergeants: Louis Burnett Jr; Edgar M. Foster; John Furloni; Harold S. 
Gleason; Ralph Schmidt; Harry J. Sobotka; Clair H. Waite; Seal H. 
Walters. Corporals: Harry L. Christopherson; Joseph F. Gieroch; Edward 

F. Krasinski; Lawrence R. Munyon; Stanley I. Muszkiewicz; Paul D. 
Simons; Vincent Soltysiak; Richard W. Sturgis; John W. Swart; Marvin 
J. Wiebenga; Alwyn F. Wieland 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Frank L. Bass; Milton L. Brooks; Anthony 
P. Dornbos; Melbourne T. Dressander; Edward Dyksterhouse ; Edward 
J. Fortier; Donald L. Fuller; Harry L. Gunn; Daniel A. Hester; Max J. 
Humphrey; Edmund J. Kopecki; Robert B. Moroski; Lorenzo M. Mundt; 
Floyd A. Norburg Jr 

PRIVATES: Charles G. Bailey; Russell J. Beukema; Russell Z. Birman; 
Edward Blair; William F. Bloom; Martin J. Brandon; Alman D. Brown; 
Earl W. Brown; George B. Carpenter; Milton F. Dorner; Alexander Eggi- 
mann; Frank Eppenger; Richard I. Emperor; Bernard A. Fonger; Gordon 
W. Foster; Robert W. Frederick; Buddy C. George; Thaddeus L. Grala; 
Gordon L. Hodges; Thomas W. Johnson; Francis W. LaRoue; Alvah R. 
Lucht; Clifford M. May; Lemoin H. McKean; Willard N. Meeker; 
Stanley P. Mroz; Richard W. Oosse; Chester Pippel; Gilbert E. Riley; 
Paul L. Shave; Allie Standish; Arlie S. Stephens; Dale G. Stephens; 
William T. Streamers; Arthur H. Sturgis; Warren G. Thomas; Douglas 
N. Traver; Robert W. Tryon; Simon Vander Ploeg; Sidney VanDerWal; 
Carrol H. Vannatter; Ernest W. Vannatter; Garlof J. Venema; Richard 
V. Westcott; Donald G. Wiseman 

107th OBSERVATION SQUADRON 
Romulus, Michigan 

OFFICERS: Major: Frederick R. Anderson. Captains: William G. Booth; 
Leo Katzman; Clyde H. Mitchell; Walter E. Nicol; Melville C. Robinson. 
1st Lts: Roger W. Batchclder: Arthur B. Colton; Lester C. Curl; James I. 
Ilgenfritz; James G. Kalec; Emmet J. Kelly; Harold R. Neely; Carl R. 
Russell; Charles W. Schott; Paul R. Smith; Roma L. Stephans. 2nd Lts: 
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George L. Anderson; John H. Chick; Edwin W. Clark; V\ilmer E. Esler; 
Russell A. Garwood; Thatcher Harward; Roberts L. Lander; Peter J. 
Markham; Darwin C. McCredie; George W. Peck; William M. Smart; 
Irving A. Stone; Donald H. Walker. Joseph A. Nowicki, Capt. Attached. 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS: Master Sergeants: Lloyd W. 
Freeman; Clarence L. Fulkerson; Ame H. Masters. Technical Sergeants: 
Gabriel A. Eckhart; Edward Schilling. First Sergeant: Daniel J. Burgan. 
Staff Sergeant: Herbert W. Allen; Walter E. Burnside; James H. Daniels; 
Robert L. Dennis; Edward J. Dunkley; Howard T. Jemigan; Hugh Raul- 
erson; William H. Robinson; Paul G. Rushlow; Anthony G. Salinger; 
Richard S. Schlimme; Mike Sidick; Michael J. Wargo; Raymond J. Weiss; 
Wendell M. Young; Robert F. Zachmann. Sergeants: James G. Cavan; 
Robert S. Farrell; Adrian L. Ferguson; Charles W. Johnson; William J. 
Kozel; Robert L. McCall; Paul E. Meisel; Donald W. Porter; Russell J. 
Reid; John H. Rohr. Corporals: Robert G. Bennett; Harold C. Hickey; 
Ernest D. Kulcher; Howard J. Ladd; Kenneth T. Oliverson; Robert E. 
Shackleton ; Earl J. Winn ; Steve A. Zdankewicz 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS: Harold G. Berick; Delbert R. Cottrell; Alvin 
C. Crum; Jack W. Hess; Lester J. Jackson; Joseph R. Moore; Robert 
Vukson 

PRIVATES: Joseph S. Abbate; Maxwell P. Allen; Louis E. Anderson; 
Robert J. Arkell; Carleton S. Avery; Lester Baetz; Owen R. Baker; 
Lawrence T. Bedo; Leonard A. Bogush; James B. Buekers; Paul E. Burk; 
Phelps T. Chilton; Arnold C. Cocke; Patrick T. Coyne; Joe Cusenza; Eu- 
gene J. Darmstaetter ; Leo M. Diederich; Chester S. Dziwulski; Henry E. 
Eckhart ; Alexander S. Gibson ; James M. Gideon ; Lester J. Girard ; Walter 
J. Gryb; Malcolm Hess; James T. Hope; Colin Hopkinson; Walter B. 
Huron; Raymond A. Irion; Astor M. Johnson; Robert L. Johnson; John 
M. Joslin; Bernard S. Kahn; Stanley Keiles; George F. Klepien; Walter 
E. Klimczak; William Kozma; Harry W. Kutschke; Erwin R. Lachman; 
Gilmer L. Laphew; John D. Lasure; Sol Leider; James W. Lively; William 
G. MacKenzie; John W. MacNamara; Paul F. Mangold; Laurence A. 
Martin; Oscar McClure Jr; Thomas C. McClure; Lloyd G. McCormick; 
George R. Mobley; Joseph J. Mrozek; Donald Nesbitt; Martin V. New- 
berry; Harold S. Norman; Alexander E. Nowak; William G. Ortwine; 
George W. Ott; Edwin G. Pipp; Kenneth L. Post; Frank Refalo; Clar- 
ence W. Ries; John W. Ringo; James R. Robinson; Charles F. Rose; 
Robert E. Sarrach; Frank C. Schutter; Earl R. Standen; Lawrence Sti- 
mach; Robert C. Stockton; James B. Stone; Robert A. Stone; Conrad C. 
Swearington; Martin L. Ter Bush; Harold A. VanDyke; John L. Van- 
Zandt; Raymond J. Watts; Sidney Weiss; Edward M. Werbe; Elmer A. 
Winekoff ; Roland E. Yeomans; Charles Yesalones 
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ATTACHED: Sergeant: William B. Patrick. Corporal: Hugo P. Landor. 
Privates: Melvin S. Jenner; Henry M. Lopacki 
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THE 114th ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION 


Although the Combined Chiefs of Staff had given the Germans stra- 
tegic priority, it was imperative that any further Japanese advances be 
halted in the southwest Pacific. 

These decisions resulted in a quick change in plans for employment 
of the 32d Infantry Division, which had already been moved to Fort 
Devens, Massachusetts, for early shipment to northern Ireland. 

The Division’s 107th Engineer Combat Battalion was already on the 
way to Europe when the change order was received for shipment to 
Australia. The 114th Engineer Combat Battalion from New England was 
put in its place. 

Units of the 114th Engineers serv^ed admirably in all of the campaigns 
of the 32d Infantry Division during its 654 days in action in the Pacific 
Theatre of Operations against Japanese Imperial Forces. 

To mention only one of its many deeds; For its outstanding perfor- 
mance during the campaign in Northern Luzon — the 114th Engineers 
received a citation from the Commanding General, Sixth Army. During 
the advance of the 32d, the 114th Engineers spent 107 days changing 
the Villa Verde Trail from a footpath into 20 miles of “The Little Burma 
Road.” 

Many other outstanding accomplishments were achieved by the 114th 
Engineers, which greatly contributed to the Division’s success in all of 
its campaigns. 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 


AA 

Antiaircraft 

AAF 

Army Air Forces 

Admin O 

Administrative Order 

AFPAC 

U. S. Army Forces, Pacific 

AGO 

Adjutant General’s Office 

SWPA 

Southwest Pacific Area 

AKA 

Cargo Ship, attack 

AMPH 

Amphibious, Amphibian 

APA 

T ransport, attack 

APH 

Transport for wounded 

Arty 

Artillery 

ASCOM 

Army Service Command 

ATIS 

Allied Translator and Interpreter Section 

BAR 

Browning Automatic Rifle 

Bn 

Battalion 

Br 

Branch 

Bull 

Bulletin 

Cav 

Cavalry 

CCS 

Combined Chiefs of Staff 

CG 

Commanding General 

CINC 

Commander in Chief 

CINCPAC 

Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet 

CINCPOA 

Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Area 

CINCSVVPA 

Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific Area 

CM-IN 

Classified Message, incoming 

CM-OUT 

Classified Message, outgoing 

CO 

Commanding Officer 

CofS 

Chief of Staff 

ComSdFIt 

Commander, Third Fleet 

COMINCH 

Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet 

CTF 

Commander, task force 

CTG 

Commander, task group 

CTU 

Commander, Task unit 

CVE 

Aircraft carrier, escort 

DIV 

Division 

DNI 

Division of Naval Intelligence 

DUKW 

Amphibian, 2y2-ton, 6x6 truck, used for short 


runs from ship to shore 
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Engr 

Engineer 

ESB 

Engineer Special Brigade 

FA 

Field Artillery 

FE 

Far East 

Fit 

Fleet 

FM 

Field Manual 

FO 

Field Order 

G-2 

Intelligence section of divisional or higher staff 

G-3 

Operations section of divisional or higher staff 

G-4 

Supply section of divisional or higher staff 

GHQSWPA 

General Headquarters, Southwest Pacific Area 

Gp 

Group 

GS 

General Staff 

Hist 

History, historical 

Hq 

Headquarters 

Inf 

Infantry 

I&HS 

Information and Historical Service 

Instns 

Instructions 

Intel 

Intelligence 

JCS 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Jnl 

Journal 

LCI 

Landing Craft, Infantry 

LCI(R) 

Landing Craft, Infantry (rocket) 

LCM 

Landing Craft, mechanized 

LCM(R) 

Landing Craft, mechanized (rocket) 

Log 

Logistics 

LSD 

Landing Ship, dock 

LSM 

Landing Ship, medium 

LST 

Landing Ship, tank 

Ltr 

Letter 

LVT 

Landing Vehicle, tracked 

M29 

Weasel 

MC 

Medical Corps 

MI 

Military Intelligence 

Mil 

Military 

Msg 

Message 

Mtg 

Meeting 

OCMH 

Office of the Chief of Military History 

OCNO 

Office of the Chief of Naval Operations 

Off 

Officer 

ONI 

Office of Naval Intelligence 

OP 

Observ'ation post 

OPD 

Operations Division, War Department, General Staff 
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Opns 

Operations 

PCE(R) 

Patrol Craft, escort (rescue) 

POL 

Petrol oil and lubricants 

Prcht 

Parachute 

QM 

Quartermaster 

Rad 

Radiogram 

Reds 

Records 

Regt 

Regiment 

Rpt 

Report 

S-2 

Intelligence section of regimental or lower staff 

S-3 

Operations section of regimental or lower staff 

Sec 

Section 

Ser 

Series 

Sq 

Squadron 

SSUSA 

Special Staff, U. S. Army 

Stf 

Staff 

SWPA 

Southwest Pacific Area 

Tel Conf 

Teletype Conference 

USA 

United States Army 

USASOS 

U. S. Army Services of Supply 

USMC 

U. S. Marine Corps 

USN 

U. S. Navy 

USNR 

U. S. Naval Reserve 

USSBS 

U. S. Strategic Bombing Survey 

WD 

War Department 

WDGS 

War Department General Staff 

Wkly 

Weekly 
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SYMBOLS 


SQUAD 

SECTION 

PLATOON 

COMPANY, troop, battery I 

Battalion, Cavalry Squadron II 

Regiment or group, combat team (with abbreviation CT following 

identifying numeral) Ill 

Brigade, Combat Command X 

Division XX 

Corps XXX 

Army XXXX 

Group of Armies XXXXX 


EXAMPLES 

Company A, 128 Infantry 

126th Field Artillery Battalion 

Observation Post, 127th Infantry 

Boundary Between 126th and 128th Infantry 

WEAPONS 

Machine gun 

Gun 

Gun battery 

Howitzer or Mortar 

Tank 

Self-propelled gun 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE 32D DIVISION 
VETERAN ASSOCIATION 

(Including all amendments to date) 


October 16, 1949 
Rev. October 16, 1955 

SECTION 1 : 

The NAME of this Association shall be: THIRTY SECOND DIVI- 
SION VETERAN ASSOCIATION. 

SECTION 2: 

The OBJECT of this Association shall be: To foster and perpetuate 
the spirit of comradeship which has been the greatest single factor in 
the success of the Division and to perpetuate in act and deed by strong 
Americanism, the memory of our dead comrades, who by their su- 
preme sacrifice have permitted us to return home in honor. 
SECTIONS: 

The ACTIVE members of the Association shall be all persons of the 
military forces of the United States who honorably served with the 
32d Division at any time, and those who had combat service with 
attached units of the 32d WW #2 Division; from July 15, 1917, 
(the date of its organization in War Department Orders,) to April 5, 
1919, (the date of the organization of this Association); or at any 
time from October 15, 1940, (the date Michigan & Wisconsin 32d 
Division National Guard Troops were called into Federal Service,) 
to February 28, 1946, (the date when the World War II 32d Division 
was de-activated ) provided, however, that such persons pay into the 
Treasury of this Association the LIFE membership fee of Two Dollars, 
($ 2 . 00 ). 

The Executive Committee, hereinafter formed, is empowered to admit 
as ASSOCIATE Member, up>on the personal application, any person 
entitled to such membership. 

HONORARY Members may be elected by a majority vote of the mem- 
bers of the Association present as a regular convention of the Associ- 
ation, upon the recommendation of the Executive Committee, for 
valuable services rendered to the “Spirit of the Arrow.” In addition 
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the next of kin of all former members of the 32d Division who were 
killed in action, or who died from other causes and whose status at 
the time of death was such as to warrant them memberships, may be 
admitted as Honorary Members under like conditions. 

SECTION 4; 

The initial fee for Active and Associate Membership shall be Two 
Dollars, ($2.00) and will carry with it a LIFE Membership. 
SECTIONS: 

The ANNUAL CONVENTION shall rotate between the States of 
Wisconsin and Michigan, provided, however, either State may at any 
time waive its rights to the convention in favor of one of the Middle 
West States. The first regular convention will be held in the year 1920 
at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and the second annual meeting in the year 
1921 at Detroit, Michigan. The Saturday and Sunday before LABOR 
DAY shall be the permanent dates for the annual conventions of 
this Association. 

SECTION 6: 

The TERM of office shall be for one year until their successors are 
elected and qualified. 

The OFFICERS of this Association shall be: (1) President; First 
Vice-President; Second Vice-President; Secretary; Treasurer; Chaplain 
and Historian. The Secretary shall be appointed annually by the 
President, serving contemporaneously with him. All other Officers 
shall be elected by the Association Convention and shall hold office 
for one year. 

SECTION 7: 

There shall be an EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE composing all 
Officers of the Association, and one member each from the following 
organizations: 125 Infantry; 126 Infantry; 127 Infantry; 128 Infantry; 
119 Artillery; 120 Artillery; 121 Artillery; 147 Artillery; 322 Artillery; 
323 Artillery; 324 Artillery; 107 Engineers; 107 Ammunition Train; 
107 Field Signal Bn; 107 Sanitary Train; 107 Supply Train; Machine 
Gun Bns; Brigade & Division Headquarters; 126 Artillery; 129 Artil- 
lery; 32d Division Artillery; 107 Medical Bn; 114 Engineers; 632 Tank 
Destroyer; 732 Ordnance; (32d Quartermaster; Military Police; Band; 
Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop; Special Troops & Portable Medical 
Hospitals shall be entitled to one ( 1 ) member of the Executive Com- 
mittee and this member to be chosen alternately from the units herein 
mentioned) ; and that all other units of the 32d Division of ninety (90) 
days or more of service in combat which were officially assigned by 
the War Department to the WW #I or WW #II 32 Division and 
not mentioned herein before shall be entitled to one ( 1 ) member at 
large on the Executive Committee. 


Digitized 


i» Goi.)gle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



CONSTITUTION OF THE 32D DIVISION VETERAN ASSO. 415 


The Executive Committee shall have full control of all the affairs 
of this Association, between the times of its Conventions, and may 
act through duly delegated Sub-Committees selected by them. They 
shall make annual written reports to the President at each Convention 
of their official individual activity and the collective Association ac- 
tivities since the last regular Convention. 

SECTIONS: 

Associate and Honorary Members shall be eligible to all the benefits 
of this Association but shall not hold office therein or have any 
voice or vote on the changes or additions to the Constitution, or of 
the Association By-Laws. 

SECTION 9: 

An Association TRUST FUND of $26,600.00 is hereby created that 
shall be invested in United States Government Bonds, and, the Execu- 
tive Committee may from time to time transfer to said Trust Fund 
any other surplus money of the Association. The condition of said 
Trust Fund shall be that said principal sum shall at all times be held 
intact and that the interest and income from said funds only may 
be used by the Officers of the Association under the direction of the 
Executive Committee for the general expenses of the Association, 
except there shall be appropriated from the expendable or Trust 
Funds the sum of $1,500.00 for each annual convention. 

And further that the CONDITIONS surrounding said Trust Fund 
may be changed only at a regular convention of this Association 
after notice to that effect to the members of the Association at the 
PRECEDING Convention or by the submission of said change in 
writing to the members of said Association at least ONE YEAR 
PRIOR to said Convention. 

SECTION 10: 

The Executive Committee shall designate a DEPOSITORY for the 
funds of this Association and they shall be paid out only upon war- 
rants .signed by the President and Secretary and countersigned by 
the Treasurer. 

SECTION 1 1 : 

The Association adopts as its official name “The 32d Division Veteran 
Association'’ with the sub-title “Les Terribles.” The official button 
and seal shall be a bronze circlet, with the official emblem; the 
BARRED RED-ARROW, and the Association directs that the Execu- 
tive Committee protect all the above by copyright. 

SECTION 12: 

The Association directs that the Executive Committee be organized 
into a non-profit-making voluntary corporation under the Laws of 
the State of Wisconsin. 
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SECTION 13: 

This Constitution may be AMENDED by two-thirds (^4) vote of 
all members present at a regular Convention of this Association. 


“The foregoing thirteen (13) Sections cover the original Constitution of 
this Association adopted in April of 1919, and all amendments thereto 
officially adopted by all conventions of this Association up to and including 
the 1 950 Grand Rapids Convention.” 

JOSEPH A. HRDLICK, 

Secretary, 

32d Division Veteran Association, 

1806 North 49th Street, 

Milwaukee (8), Wisconsin 


Digitized 


i» Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



(Cut Along Dotted Line) 

APPLICATION FOR LIFE MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
32D DIVISION VETERAN ASSOCIATION 
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APPLICATION FOR LIFE MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
32D DIVISION VETERAN ASSOCIATION 


Digitized by 


u 

cs 

<u 

<4-» 

•c 

? 

u 

O 


u 

CU 

V 

c/5 

o; 


O 

.*2 

CJ 

c/^ 


a 

Q 


o 


bO 

0) 

Psi 


PQ 

d 

U 

u 

D 

O 


c 


TJ 

CO 


D 

O 

>X 


c/5 

o; 

Q 


c 

*C/5 
• ^ 

> 

Q 

TJ 

(M 

CO 


co" 

3 

1 

TJ 

c 

a; 

QJ 

3 

■ 4 ^ 

c 3 

+-» 

Q 

kJ 

S T 5 
8 -g 


h 

0 

8 ^ 
IE 1 

r> >> 


z 

(m 

3 


C/D 


o -S 


< 

H 

Pi 

O 

cu 


JJ 

3 

cj 

>> 

CL 

CJ 

a; 

u 

u 

o 

o 

p 

<>j 

6^ 


• C/5 

o 

'Z ^ 

HI 

O y 
^ i; 
u 

^ cx 

u a; 

X ^ 

* e 

X a 
cx g 

a; 

O PP 

Ph 


o ^ 

^ ^ 5 

o o ^ 

.S (X 

T3 « S 

g « « 

^ H I 
o 5 J! 
Z S o 

^ ^ OJ 
hpn P^ b/D 

K o c: 

U g ^ 


^ MH 

C/D ^ 
PP 
Pi 


3 

S2 O 
>> 


Q .2 c/5 

0 £ ^ 

< H o 


° 

fc'i-J 


u 

C 

a; 


a; 

u 

d> 

C/D 


u 

3 

O 

>> 

3 

O 

>> 


p 


<4»* »— • ^ 

u 

Ph 


o i ■« 

s e 

(L 

O 

'E 


■o ^ 

qj G ^ 

4) C 

« •£ ^ 

a; 


•M 

c/5 


.2 

>>. 

iS 

c/5 

rH c :g 
0 ^ 


c/5 

a 

'V 

c3 

0> 

S 

O 

X 

u 

3 

O 


o 

cx 

3 


•2^ 
•r! ^ 


.2 < 


c/5 


c 

0 ; 

J3 


^ C 

[3 o 

O 

W c/5 
(L 

> ^ 


U QJ 

*S g 
^ c 

4; g 

4; O 

c 

-C 3 

"> .SP 
^ *55 

S' T3 

CTJ G 

tJ «> 

h c/5 
U Crt 

4/ 4) 

t) -XD 

JP 

g ^ 

L. 

£ T 5 

Ji c 

s 

c/5 

4J c/5 

vG 4 ; 

• u 

J T 5 


u 

O 

CL 

a; 


3 

^ bX) 

^ C 

I' ’H 
.y o 
o S 

C C3 

O qj 
■<3 bX) 
C C 
OJ cj 


CJ 

JD 

C 

c3 

O 


3 
O 
>. 

u 

4> c/5 


OJ -2 

-a cx 


c 

a 


“X3 

o 

"X3 

s 

o 

Vj 

a 

'CX 

a 


CL >. 

3 ^ 

C T 3 

JJ <L 
^ 'rt 

G a 

I 8 

S t 


TS 

V 

3 


ct 

Q 


.£* ^ 

-c S 

S 2 3 

^ Z 

E -o ^ 

g 3 

S 0 .2 


QJ 


Gougle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


member obtained by 




3 


9015 


01537 7172 


Digitized by 


Gougle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 










V.*.. i-.’V' V • 




t' HA'»NAK^t4 


tSfcAT>*<55^ 


"^ lA_ \ j 

C^035BO €OtiA'<'t?^ 




5J/^M0A 









